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1. Which bride has had the largest dower ?

Miss Mackay—now the DPrincess of (olonna, and the
daughter-in-law of Mr. Mackay, the “Silver King”—holds
the record with a mariage portion of five wmillions sterling.
When the Baroness Burdett-Coutts married Mr, W. 1. Ash-
mezd-Davtlett, M.P., she was possessed of £2,500,000. The
wife of the present Emperor of (‘hina, who was married in
Februavy, 1889, had wedding gifts which were valued at
upwards of a million and & quarter sterline.  Amongst other
presents she received on that oceasion were 200 ounces of gold ;
10,000 ounces (taels) of silver ; one gold tea service ; one silver
tea serviee ; two silver wash-basins ; twenty horses with com-
plete trappings ; twenty horses without trappings, and twenty
saddles for pack-horses and mules,  The marriaze portion of
the Duchess of KEdinburgh was £300,000 and a life annuity of
L£11,250 a year, The wedding presents of the Princess Louise
of Wales on her marringe with the arl of Fife were valued
at £100,000, Some marriage portions in the United States
consisted of the weight of the bride in silver coins, ascert®ined
by placing her on one side of a pair of large scales and coins
on the other until they weighed her down,

Z. Whet is the size of the largest key ever made ?

Threc feet in length. The largest keys ever constructed
were the wooden ones made in fgypt upwards of forty cen-
turies ago. These locks and keys, the earliest known, were
both made of -~ood. The locks consisted of holt and staple
fastened to the woodwork of the door, and when the bolt w-s
pushed some way into the s.aple, three wooden pins fell into
holes made in the bolt, ard the door was locked. In nncient
times the key was leoked on as a symbol of anthority. On
public occasions the steward, with all solemnity, was accus-
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tomed to march in front of those in authority, and a key was
always hung over his shoulder as his reeognised insignia of
office. ¢ .

3. Which lady has the greatest numbere.of hdnerary
decorations ? * -

Her Majesty Queen Victoria, Empress of India. The mors
important of these dccorations are : The Most Noble Order of
the Garter, The Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the
Thistle, The Most Illustrious Order of St. Patrick, The Most
Honourable Order of the Bzth, The Most Exalted Order of the
Star of India, The Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael
and St. George, The Most Kminent Order of the Indian
Ewmpire, The Royal Order of Victoria and Albert, and The
Imperial Order of the Crown of India. In addition to these
she has received many honorary decorations from foreign
potentates. The Quecn is also coloncl of one of the German
regiments of Dragoon (Guards, and, in addition to being head
of the Church of England, ix a prebend of one of the English
cathedrals. The Queen of Denmark has also a great number
of orders. Her Majesty is a Grand Commander of the Order of
the Dannebrog, a very high order, which is rarely conferred
even upon Sovereigns. In addition to this she holds the
Russian Order of Catherine, the Spanish Mearie Louise Order,
the Portuguese Order of lsabella, the Hessian Order of the
Golden Lion, the Russian Red Cross and the English Order of
St. John, and many other decorations.

4. Where was the first gravestone erected ?

The earliest known gravestone is that over the reputed place
of Eve’s burial, aud known as Eve’s Toml, which is situated
about a quarter of a mile from the western gate of Jeddah,
and is an object of interest to Christian and Mussulman alike.
The Arabic name of Kve is “Sittiea Hawwa,” 7.r., the mother
of mankind. The grave is 370ft. in length, the outline is
marked by two parallel walls about 3ft. 6in. in height, snd 8ft.
apart. Two date palms are planted at the foot of the grave,
which lies toward Mecca. Over the centre of the grave a small,
dome-shaped mosque has been erected, in which pilgrims offer
up Jheir prayers. In the centre of the mosoue 1s a dark-
~coloured oblong stone, supposed to rest on the body o. our
comnmon ancestress. 1t is said to bave been erected more than
5,000 years ago, and 1s kissed by thousands of pilgrims ever::
year, lne stone is worn_smooth, and is curtained f to
partially hide it rrom the vicitar's aarn,
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5. Who invented the envelope ?

The idea of an envelope originated with M. de Vallyer, early
“in the reign of Louis X1V.of France. In 1653, with the Royal

* approbation, ke established a private penny post : ]ilacmg

bhoxes at tlfe corners of streets for the reception of letters,
wrapped up in envglopes, which were sold at offices established
for the purpose. = One of these, addressed by Pelisson to
Mademoiselle de Scuderi by her pseudonym of “Sappho,” is
still extant. Envelopes were first used in this country in 1839
or 1840 generally, as previous to the penny post envelopes were
charged double postage. Stamped adhesive envelopes were
introduced on May 6th, 1840. The first machine for making
them was invented by Edwin Hill, a hrother of Sir Rowland
Hill. Messrs. de la Rue patented a machine for folding enve-
lopes on 17th Matrch, 1845.

6. When did the shamrock become the national emblem
of Ireland ?

In A.p. 433, when St. Patrick, a distinguished missionary of
the fifth century, commonly known as the Apostle of Ireland,
according to the legend, selected the shamrock to prove to the
Irish the doctrine of the Trinity. In the County Down, in the
south of Dabriada, he converted a chief named Dichu, who
bestowed upon him the first Christian church that St. Patrick
possessed. It was called Sabhall (Saul), or the barn, and it is
still a church called by the same name. St. Patrick then set
out to® Tara, in the Couwty Meath, which was at that period
the central point of meeting for all the tribes of Ireland.
There he predched to the King of Tara, Laoghaire, and it was
at that place in A.n. 433 that St. Patrick is said to have used
the shamrock to illustrate the doctrine of the Trinity. M.
Bicheno, in a learncd paper in the Journal of the Royal
Institution, tries to show that the original shamrock was the
wood-sorrel.

#. Which living European has read the Bible through the
greatest number of times ?

George Miiller, founder of tl® well-known Orphan Honfes
on Ashleydown, at Bristol, who was bhorn at Halberstgdt,
Prusgias on the 27th of September, 1805, and is, therefore, in
1894, upwards of eighty-nine years of age. When in trainipg
for the ministry he led, for a few yeaps, # dissipated life,
Mding in his having eto undergo a term of iwprison-
ment® The periode—1826 to 1829 ¢—provad the turning-
point of hi» life, anq‘ since that time he has been aa
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earnest philanthropist, and one of the most persevering
students of the Bible. In his autobiogmphy, as to rewling
the Bible, he says that “it is of immense importance, for the
understanding ot the Word of God, to 1ead it in courge, so
that we may read every day a portion of the Old snd a portion
of the New Testament, beginning where we left off.” — M.

Miiller has carried out this plan during a long life, and has read

the Bible through more than a hundred times. In 1835 Mr.
Miller printed proposals for the establishment of an Orphan
Home, which took shape in 1836 at Diistol. e does not
solicit or advertise for money, but depends wholly on the
wenerosity of Christian people.  As the rvesult of prayer alone,
he announced that he had received £84, t41 np to 1856, on behalf
of the orphans, who then numbered 297. By 1875 upwards of
2,000 children were lodged, fed, and educated.  In 1889 it was
annonnced that the Orphan Homes and associated enterprises
cost about £36,000 per year, which sum is raised by the
voluntary subseriptions of the public.  The names of the
donors are never published, all gifts being merely acknow-
lodged in the Annual Report under the initials of the senders.
"' read the Bible through, at the rate of one chapter per day,
wonld take three years and thiee months. It contains 66
books, 1,189 chapters, 31,173 veises, 773,692 words, and
3,566,180 letters. °

8. What is the earliest age at which a child has been
able to read and write ?

The learned boy of Tubeck---Christian Henry Heinecker—
was horn on the 6th ot Febrnary, 1721, and died on the 27th
of June, 1725, [le was able to read by the time he was one
year old, and could write before attaining his third year.
Duripg his short lite he displayed the most amazing proofs of
intellectual talent ; he had not completed his first year of life
when he knew and 1ecited the principal facts in the five Books
of Moses. In his fourtecuth month he knew all the history of
the Bible ; in his thirticth month the history of the nasions o
antiquity, geography, anatomy, the use of maps, and nearly
8,000 Latin words. Before the end of his third year he could
recite the history of Denmark, and the genealogy of the
crodned heads of Furope. In his fourth year he knew the
doctrines of divinity, with their proofs from the Biblt, tecle-
sigstical history, arithmetic, and the history of the European
enmpires and Kingdoms, He could point out on the map what.
ever plice he was asked for, and recite all the anciewt and
wodern historicdt anecdotes relating to it.  He spoke German,
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French, L&tin, and Low Dutch. His attainments were mar-
vellous, but the strajn was too great, and he succumbed toillness
after reaching the @ze of four years four months twenty days
‘and twepty-one hours. One of the most wonderful instances of
precaity on record was that of .J. I’ Baratier, the gifted
German philologist.  Daratier was born at Schwabach, in 1721,
and when only foug years of age he spoke the French, Latin,
and German languages ; at five he had added Greek, and at
six years of age hc could translate Greek into Latin. He
afterwards stndied Hebrew, and at nine years of age this
extraordinauy boy compiled a dictionary of the most difticult
words in the Ilebrew language. At the ase of fourteen
Paratier was admitted as a member of the Academy of Science,
Berhn. A brilliant carcer was predicted for him, but he died
in 1740, at the age of twenty.

9. Which fire brigade has the largest fire-engine ?

The Central Fire DBrigade of (hicago has recently heen
furnished with two of the largest and most powertul land steam
fireeengines in the world.  They are constructed, whien neees-
sary, to work six sets of hose throwing ten tons of water per
minute. Paris has a very extensive fire establishment, the
Jargest in the word 203 engines and 1,500 firvemen.  London
has 151 engines of all deseriptions, and employs 707 ofticers
and men.  The number of journeys made by the fire-engines
and hose vans of the Metropohitan Fne Bricade in 1891 was
32,795, and the total distance run 65,800 miles ; these fisures
not ineluding hose carts ar the escapes, which are run by hand.
The London Brigade uses seventeen million gallons of water
yearly, that i% four and a half gallons per inbhabitant, or & 500
gallons tor cach firee The New Yok DBrizade consumes
thirty-two million gallons yearly, that i, 25 gallong per
inhabitant, or 18,000 per fire. The most expensive fire brigade
is that of DBoston, U.N, which costs 6s. 7d. per head of
population to maintain ; that of London costs the inhabitants
?w leagt, 5d. per head.  Hambmrg finds constant employmens
or the greatest number of fircmen iu proportion to population
—305 per 100,000 inhabitants. o
10. What is the size of the biggest balloon ever made 2.

Mi James ®daisher, RS, states that the balloon con-
structed in 1864 by M. BEngene Godard was the largest cver

ade. Its capacity was nearly half o milfon cubic feet. The
air ingdhis fire balloon wa®lcacd by an I8ft. stove, Whighing,
with the chimney, 980Ib. Lius furnate was %ed with straw,
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and the “car” consisted of a gallery surrounding®it. Two
ascents of this balloon were made from Cremorne Gardens, on
July 20th and July 28th, 1864. The “ Géalnt,” Nadar’s colossal
balloon, cortained 215,363 cubic feet of gas, and raised thirty2
five persons at one time. This balloon was also,remarkable as
having attached to it a regular two-story house fer a car., Its
ascent on Sunday, the 18th of October, 1863, was witnessed by
nearly half a million of persons. After passiug over the eastern
part of France, Belgium, and Holland, the * Géant” suffered a
disastrous descent in Hanover on the day after it started on
its perilous journey. In 1873 a balloon of 400,000ft. of cubic
capacity was made to enable Mr. Wise to cross the Atlantic,
but it unfortunately burst. The longest distance travelled in
a balloon in the shortest time was 1,150 miles in twenty hours,
by Messrs. Wise and La Mountain, the route taken being from
St. Louis, in the direction of New York.

11, Which cloek in this country has the longest pendulum ?

St. Chad’s Church clock at Shrewsbury, which was made
last century, has a longer pendulum than any other clock in
this country. Its pendulum is 22ft. long, and the blall is
4ft. 3in. in circumference and 2001b. in weight. “ Big Ben,” in
the clock tower of Westminster Palace, London, has a pendulum
15ft. in length., The dial is 71ft. in circumference, and the
minute hand 11ft. 6in. in length, is hollow, made of copper,
and weighs 1}cwt. The figures on the face of the clock are
over 2ft. in length, and the minute dots exactly 1ft. 1in. apart
from centre to centre. The clock reports its own time to
QGreenwich, and is so accurate that it does not vary more than
four seconds in the course of a year. The longest pendulum
ever made is that used at the Eitfel Tower, in Paris, 377ft. in
length, fixed to the centre of the second platform, and reach-
ing te within Gft. of the ground. The ba.l{ attached to it turns

the scale at 2121b,
12. Which celebrity had a mathematical problem
inseribed on his tombstone ? © «

On the tombstone of Archimedes, whé died B.c. 212, was
erfgraved a sphere inscribed ‘in a cylinder, in memory of his
digcovery that the solid contents of a sphere were exactly two-
thirds of that of the circumscribing cylinder< By th's ynark
the tombstone was afterwards found, covered with wee&s, by
Cicero when he Svas ¢esiding in Si¢ily as questor. Van Ceulen
was a Nutch mathematician, who dewoted a great deal of study
to “the squaring of the circle.” He found that if the dialneter
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of a cirgﬁ was 1 the circumference would le 3°14959265
nearly. is result, which Van Ceulen extended to thirty-six
places of decimals, avas effected by the continual bi-section of
he arc of a circle.® These numbers are cut on his tombstone
in St. Pgter's Churchyard at Leyden. In the burial-ground of
the Middletod and Thornham DBurial Board, adjoining St.
Leofard’s Parish Church, Middleton, near Manchester, there
is a tombstone eregted to the memory of Mr. J. H. Eastwood,
which has engraved upon it the eleventh proposition, second
book of Euclid, and also the following statement: “J. H.
Eastwood was the first to complete the demonstration of this
proposition. Previously A B was not proved to be greater
than A F.—Professor Wallace, M.A.”

13. Which English preacher has addressed the largest
audience ?

The late Reverend Charles Haddon Spurgeon, when he
preached at the Crystal Palace on Sunday the 7th of October,
1857, in the presence of an audience which has been variously
estimated at between twenty and thirty thousand people. It
wa§ the day appointed as a fast at the time of the Indian
Mutiny, when the feelings of the people were greatly moved.
To the exegetical faculty of modern theologians, Mr. Spurgeon
united a freshness and elevation of thought altogether
uncommon. Antongst all shades of religious opinion the
place of the late Mr. Spurgeon was admitted to be amongst
the greatest preachers of the present century.

14, Irr which English ehurch is there a memorial to a
cow?

At St. Mary’s, Bristol, are preserved two immense horns of
a cow. The cow, in a measure, was thus canonized. It is
related that during a great dearth of water in the cigy, the
cow kept many a child alive with its milk, and at its death
its memory was thus preserved. At Durham Cathedral there
is an image of a cow amongst the decorated stone carvings of
#he cashedral, placed there in remembrance of the facts relat-
ing to the resting-place for the remains of St, Cuthbert, which
were interred within the cathedral. For neatrly three centuries
the body of St. Cuthbert slumbered in the Abbey of Landis-
farne ; but in 295 the frequent incursions of the Danes wamred
the Brotherhood that the time for tlight, whigh the bishop had
hinted at before his deceasg, had come. ~Accqgdingly they tdok
wp the cherished relics, and’ wandered h®ther and thither for
sevey®years before tley found a resti:l;;-plac% for the®precious
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dust they carried. At length, as the story goes, it was revealed
to Eadmer that Dunholine was the spot sclected by the saint
himsclf. The brethren could not for a lopg time find where
Dunholme was ; but while they were we dndermn- in the woods
above the Wczu' they heard a woman asking for her jost cow,
and a voice u,spundm«f uttered the word “Dunholme.” "‘hus
says the legend, they found the place they were set,kmrr
Having reached a fine open sward in the forest, they rested with
their btmn«e burden, and here, in no long time after, was built
the Xs[)](,l]dl(l fabric of Durham Cathedral,

15. Is there any inhabited island on which no woman is
allowed to land ?

No woman is permitted to land on the Tsland of Fernando
do Noronha, one of a group in the South Atlantic Ocean
belonging to Brazil. It is a station for men conviets from
Brazil, and all wonmen are strenuously prohibited from dis-
embarking there.  On what is almost an island, the Peninsula
of Athoa, on the lgean Sea, in Turkey in Euvope, there
exists a monastic chuhllc of 6,000 monks, governed by four

residents, the senior of whom is called the “ Man of Athos.”
Qfo female is allowed to enter the Peninsula, even of thelower
animals. The monks live on herbs, fruits, and fish, following
the precepts of St. Basil. They dwell in twmty Jar g€ monas-
teries, and in a number of minor hermitages. 'The community
enjoys complcte autonomy in consideration of a payment to
the Sultan of £2,000 yearly. On a hitherto uninhabited little
island, three miles west of Padstow, on the north-west coast
of (_,ornwall lives a rrentlmmn and- his brother (sons of the
late General Smyth) in a specially built cabin 22ft. by 15ft.,
from which female socicety is entircly absent.

16. Have diamonds ever fallen from the sky ?

Instances are frequent of metcoric bodies falling from the
sky containing amongst their materials specimens of metallic
ores and precious stones. In the autumn of 1886 threa
mictcoric stones fell in South Russia, one of which, on analysis,
was found to contain diamnond dust in very minute grains. A
genuine diamond was, in 188, found by two chemists in a
mgpeoric stone, which fell at Novo- Urei, Penza. Some det ails
of a recent discovery of diamonds in a fragment of weteorie
iron, which fell at Arvizona, were given by Professor Foote,
of Philadelphia, ¢n acaper read by “him before the geological
section ef the Ameiican Association At its annual meeting ao
Washington. Pxotcssor-Foote sent a pieve weighing 401, to
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Professor (. A. Kering for examination. 1t was so hard that
a day and a half were occupied in making a section, several
chisels being spoilt m the operation, and in trying to polish
the surface an emery wheel was ruined. A closer inspection
*was tifen madesof certain cavities, when small black diamonds
were®found that cut corundum easily. The meteoric bodies

«amongst which digmonds have been found have fallen in
immense quantities. On November 27th, 1872, such a shower
fell that competent obscrvers counted singly eight or ten
thousand in the course of two hours. The stones in which the
wesence of diamonds have been revealed are hoth small and
arge.  In 1803, 2,000 small red-hot stones fell in Normandy,
whilst one is still shown at Copenbagen witich was found in
Greenland, weighing 49,0001h.

17. Whieh is the *“ wisest” of trees ?

Morus nigra, the common mulbery, has been so ealled

because it prudently keeps its leaves folded in the bud until all
dangzer of frostis past.  And this, in the excessively changeable
clinmte of ours, Is a sign of the greatest possible wisdom in
lant Life. The mulberry is not a tree of large growth ; it
lms crooked, irregular branches, which spread into a wide head,
and the bark is of a lightish brown colour. The leaves are
daiiz green, heartyhaped, rough, serrated at the edges, and
supported on short stalks.  The flowers are of a greenish white :
the short catkins, male and female on the same plant, make
their apperance about June.  In England, the first mulberry
trees ame said to have beeg planted at Sion House in 1543, and
some of the or'iginal trees are believed be be there still.

18. Where is the finest thermometer in the world ?

At the John Hopkins University, Baltimore, U".8.A. This
remarkable instrument is known as Professor Rowland’s Ther-
mometer, and is valued at £2,000. It is absolutely perfect,
and so fine are the gradations of the glass that they require
to be grgatly magnified in order that they may be rcad.

19. What is the amotint of the biggest bet on record ?

The late Mr. Davis, in the year TR.')G, Tnid Mr. Clark .E](m,f)0.0
to £1,000 against cach of the three horses hie had in the Deshy
of that year. ®A bet of £90,000 to £30,000 is rvecorded as
having been booked betweeg Lord Glasgow apd Lord George
Bpntinck.  On_July 12th,"1809, Capta#h rclay, a great
sportipe celebrity and tie chief pedestrian of thos# days,
finished at Newmark®t Heath a walkeof 1,000 miles in 1,000,
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successive hours, at the rate of a miile in each andievery hour.
There were bets on this feat supposed to amount to £100,000,
Captain Barclay himself having one of £16,000. During last
century a betof £20,000 was made, and won, by a Mr. Whaley,a
young Irishman. He said that he would perform the feat of,
walking from Dublin to Constantinople (thé [rish Sea and
English Chanuel excepted) and back in a year. Another

extraordinary bet of 15,000 guineas was oace made between a’

noted gambler and Lord Lorne. It was upon the chance which
a punch-bowl thrown against the wall had of being broken
into an odd or even number of pieces. Lord Lorne backed
odd and won. Hisantagonist was utterly ruined by the transac-
tion. Gambling js now practised to a greater extent in Aus-
tralia than in any part of the world. It is estimated that
twenty millions sterling change hands throughout those colonies
annually. Some eight millions are lost and won each year in
the United Kingdom by betting men on the turf alone.

20. Where is the largest iron statue ?

By far the largest iron statue in existence is the gigantic
female figure, standing on Bedloes Island, in the Harbour of
New York, representing Liberty Enlightening the World. Tt
is the work of Auguste Bartholdi, who was born at Colmar, in
Alsace, and was presented by the French people to the United
States. The figure stands upon a pedestal that is 154ft. 10in.
high, and is itself 151ft. lin. in height. It is actually con-
structed of copper on the surface, but this metal is only about
one-fifth of an inch thick. It is coustructed on an nternal
iron frame. In the upraised right Band is a torch lighted by
electricity. The pedestal and statue cost over £200,000. The
iron statue of William Penn at Philadelphia measures 36ft.
from the sole of the foot to the erown of the hat. The head is
4ft. ¢n diameter, and 7ft. long with the hat on. The nose is
17in. long, and the distance between the eyes is 16in. The
cyes are 9in. long, and the mouth 12in. across. The
crown of the old Quaker’s hat measures 12ft. in_circumference,
Aft. high, and the rim 8tt. in diameter. The calf of tne legis
oft. ronnd, and the upper leg measures 15ft. The foot is
nearly 6ft. long. The towersapon which it is to be placed will
be 547ft. high.

21. Who was the youngest British Consul'?

“Mr, H. H. Fohnaton, Consul-C'eneral for Portugucse Fast
A frica,and Her Majesty’s Commissioner for territories lyiug
Lo the north of.the Zambesi, under Drixish influence, “When

¥

K
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Mr. Jobnséon first went to negotiate African treaties with
" Portugal, he was looked at a little askance by the Portuguese
Government, who hid some difficulty in being able to realize
shat he was in truth the Ambassador of the British authorities,
, when,tos them _he appeared to be a boy. He was, in fact, very
little, more, and he isat the time of writing, 1894, the youngest
of all Her Majesty’s Consuls. * When I heard of him,” said Mr.
Stanley, “I thought the first of Cook’s tourists must have
arrived.” Instead of that it was an English youth, with little
more than the physique, as it seemed, of a girl, and with the
gentle manners of a boy from school. Stanley, however, had
reason later on to applaud the boy’s pluck, and to commend
his wisdom. “I found,” he said, “ that in a serious controversy
with a powerful savage chief, Mr. Johnston had won his way
all along the line.”

22. What bird builds a wateh-tower to its nest?

Mr. Brooker some time ago described the nest of a bird which
does so,and which he met with in the Kalahari Desertin Africa.
The,nest is constructed of cotton, and is a large, bellows-shaped
structure. Its most remarkable feature is the watch-tower
that the male bird erects under the eave of the entrance to the
nest, which projects and protects the tower. The male never
enters the interior, but sits in his tower, and in case of danger

ives a signal, when the female immediately escapes. This

ird, called the *toutobane,” is smaller than the wren, but
larger than the humming-bird. It is coloured grey, with yellow
breast gnd red legs. The nest is about seven inches by five inches.
The pinc-pinc of Africa s® builds its nest as to leave near the
entrance a rounded projection on which a bird can repose.
The male bird uses this perch, on which he posts himsePf, in
order to mount guard over the inmates of the nest.

L]
23. Have bank-notes ever been made of an animal's skin ?

In China, the first country in the world credited with using
%nk-notes, certain skins were so valuable that they were

ceptell as cash and passed from hand to hand in the same
way as banR-notes ard at the present day. The ncgotiability
of these skins arose thus. The Pmperor Ou-Ti, being in wafit
of money, gave his treasurer to understand that such a stategf
affairg must nowcontinue. At that, time it was customary for
princes and courtiers on entering the Royal presence to cover
their faces with a piece of#skin. Taking adwvantage of this
clstom, the treasurer ordesed a decree to be issued fombidding
the ufe of any othersskins for this purpose-except those of
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certafh white deer in the Royal parks. Immediately there was
a demand for pieces of these skins, which, being a monopoly,
were sold at a high price, and the Royal ¢offers refilled. The
steady value of the skins thus secured made them readily pass
and be acceptable as an equivalent of coin of the réalm. In»
the Russian seal fisheries of Alaska, the workmen were formerly
paid in a currency stamped on squares of w‘alrus hide. °

24. Does a married man in any country require his wife’s
consent before travelling out of it?

Yes; this is the case in Austria. No Austrian male subject *
who is married can procure a passport for a journey beyond
the frontier in any direction without first having the express
consent of his wife. In Austria, however, the railways hold
out considerable inducements to married men to take their
wives along with them when travelling ; ladies, accompanied
by their husbands, being charged only half fare.

25. How many unofficial ladies are there in the world
entitled to have their letters sent post free ?

In consideration of the great scrvices which Presidents
Jrant and Garfield rendered the United States, it has been
enacted that their widows be allowed to send their letters
through the post frec. They merely write their names on the
backs of the envelopes, and this is suflicient to allow them to
pass without any charge for postage.

26. Is there any bank in this eountry which is licensed
to sell beer ? v

According to the charter of the Bank of England, that
corporation is not allowed to trade in any “ goods, .wares, or
merchandise whatever,” but it is allowed to deal in bills of
exchange, gold and silver bullion, and to scll any “goods,
wares, or merchandise ” (beer included) upon which 1t has
advanced money, and which has not been redeemed within
three months after the time agreed upon. Lloyd’s Bank at
Wolverhampton is, perhaps, the only bunk in this country
which is duly licensed for"the sale of beer. 'This license
has been in possession of the bank for many years, and is
renewed at regular intervals. There are severa! famil:2s which
cqombine banking and brewing. As brewers, Guinness and Co.
are well knowr for their brewegy in Dublin, and they have
offices and stores in London ; but S&uinness, Mahon, and Cb,
are also one of the tvo private banking firms in Dublin.
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,Hoare and «Co. are brewers at 21, Lower East Smitlfield,
London, and C. Hoare and Co. are also bankers at 37, Fleet
Street, London. Bafclay, Perkins, and Co. are brewers at
Park Street, Borough, London, and Barclay, Bevan, Tritton,
RKansom, Bouvegie, and Co. are bankers at 54, Lombard Street,

2T Where is there a wall in this country built entirely of
tombstoness?

In the front of the Glasgow Cathedral there is a wall which
may be said to be built entirely of tombstones. This wall
«forms the southern boundary wall of the small ancient burying-
ground which surrounds the cathedral. It is formed entirely
of tombstone erections. It runs from Infirmary Square down
to the “ Bridge of Sighs,” over which funeral processions pass
into the Necropolis. This ancient and unique wall presents
a very singular appearance when seen from the outside of the
burying-ground. Another of these tombstone walls may be
seen in the churchyard of St. Luke’s, Chelsea. It almost
forms a circle round the church, and is one of the most unique
wallssin the country.

28. Who has the largest bedstead in the world ?

The French actress, Sarah Bernhardt. Tt is 15ft. broad, and
when the fascinating owner, being indisposed, receives her
intimate friends, reposing on her couch, she looks like a red-

lumaged bitd floating on a sea of white satin. The Great
Bed of Ware, which was formerly at the Saracen’s Head Inn,
at Ware, but is now at Rye House, in Hertfordshire, is one of
the curiosities of England?® It measures 12ft. square, and is
capable of acccenmodating from twenty to twenty-four persons.
Tt is of carved oak, has the date 1463 painted on the back, and
is said to have been sold among the movables which belonged
to Warwick, the King-maker, at Ware Park. The biggestebed
mentioned in the Bible was that which belonged to Og, King
of Bashan. It measured about 84 square feet in area.
ﬂdwig of Bavaria had the most expensive and luxurious hed

%own # history. The bedstead was of gilded wood, with
ornaments of solid gold. The canopy was of blue velvet,
richly embroidered with gold, nd the bedspread was of
ermbroidered velvet, with a heavy fringe of silk and gold.

29, Irr which e'&untry are there no clocks?

In Liberia there is neithcreclock nor tiggepisce of any sor,
ti® reckoning of time bging guided entirely by the sun’s
mover®nt and positign. The sun in Liberia gises at 6 a..
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and sets at 6 p.m. almost to the minute all the'year round,
and at noon it is vertically overhead. The islanders of the

South Pacific have no clocks. They have’a curious timekeeppr

of their own. Taking the kernels of the nuts of the candle-

tree, they wash them and string them on the mid-rib of a’
palm leaf. This is propped up and the top kernél lightell. As

all the kernels are of the same size and substance, they burn’
each a certain number of minutes, setting fire then to the one

below. The natives tie bits of bark cloth along the string

at regular intervals to make divisions of time. The natives of |
Sangir, in the Malay Archipelago, put two bottles neck to

neck with sand in one of them, w%ﬁch runs into the other every

half-hour, when the bottles are reversed. Necar at hand there

is fixed a line, on which are hung twelve rods, marked with

notches from one to twelve, with a hooked rod placed between

the last hour and the next one. A keeper attends to the

bottles and rods and sounds the hours on a gong.

30. What makes the Indian elimate so perilous to
Europeans ?

Most persons would naturally conclude it to be the great
heat, a.n(f such, indeed, was the settled opinion till of late, as
shown by the Army regulation that troops in the hot season
must travel only by might. A revolutica in Anglo-Indian
ideas on this subject, however, has taken place. It is now
recognised that chills arc the thing to be mainly guarded
against. Heat, temperate and prudent men can_ stand, but
chills are perilous. On this principle Sir Frederick Roberts
submitted to the Indian Government a proposal to reverse the
rule of soldiers on the move, so that they might travel by day
and halt at night. In crowded trains at night it is found that
the men cannot sleep, while in rest camps by day they loaf
about restlessly, or visit filthy bazaars and villages, where they
are apt to eat unripe fruit, and take impure and unwholesome
drinks. Besides, for reasons given, they are particularly apt
to get chills while travelling in the trains at night. .; ¢

31, How is the velocity ofua ray of light measured ?

" Several methods of calculating the velocity with which light
x transmitted are known. By one, the size of the minute
circle through which the observation of light makes stars
apparently yevolve is carefully noted —that is, the wandering
of the rays ot ligut from their normal path when passia
.through curved lenses, or reﬂected'fmn& curved m'u‘roi‘]—-ani
the relative proportidd of the earth’s velocity in her orbit
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*to that of light arriving from the stars is ascerta.med.
The result is that Jight 1s found to move about a hun-
dred thousand timew as fast as the earth, which gives the
velocity of a ray of light as about 190,000 miles per second.
By ancther method, observation is made of the time in which
light &ctually turives at the eye from one of Jupiter’s satellites
~at the commencement or close of an occultation—that is, its
being temporarily hidden by another heavenly body passing
over it —as compared with the calculated times of those
satellites. It is found that 8 minutes 18 seconds are required

* for light to travel over half the earth’s orbit, which gives, as in
the former case, abont 190,000 miles per second for its velocity.
The velocity is also measured directly by two instrumental
methods, devised respectively by Foucauylt and Fozeau, with
the same results.

82. Are there any stones which have the power of
locomotion ?

In Australia, and also in Nevada, magnetic stones are found
which are apparently endowed with the power of locomotion.
The stones are described as being almost perfectly round, the
majority of them as large as a walnut, and having the appear-
ance of iron. When distributed upon the floor, table, or other
level surface withim2ft. or 3ft. of each other, they immediately
begin travelling towards a common centre, and there lie huddling
up in a bunch like eggs in a nest. They are found in a
region which is comparatively level, and is nothing but a bare
rock. Hcattered over this barren district are little basins from
a few feet to a rod or two in diameter, and it is in the bottom
of these that the moving stones are found. They are from the
size of a pea to 6in. or 7in. in diameter. The cause of these
stones rolling together is to be found in the substance of
which they are composed, which appears to be loadstone
or magnetic ore. A single stone, if removed to a distance of
not more than 3%ft., upon being released, immediately starts
o with gvonderful celerity to join its fellows ; but if removed
4ft. or 5tt. it remains gnotionless. In the Falkland Isles there
are rivers of stones which slowly but surely move onward
They consist of blocks of quartzite, mostly small, which fa.?l
into the valleys on being detached from the rocky ridges abows,
and becone emedded in the spongy soil. They are subjected
to & constant expansion and_contraction as the soil is either
sapurated or becomes comparatively ds. 'hencver the
expangion takes place the stones slip down some ditance,
howaver small or infinttesimal, and, theefore, #re more or less,
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consfantly on the move. These moving “ moraincs,” or stone
rivers, are one of the wonders of that part of the world.
There are in many places stones or masses of rock so finely
balanced that a slight touch makes them move and commence

rocking. , 2
23. Has a pantomime ever been performed in the Aretic
regions? . !

In 1852- 53, when the Resolute wintered at Melville Tsland,
the men ocenpied themselves with various theatrical amuse-
ments, mnong which a pantomime was one. Of course, there
were no ladies to take tjle female parts, and Sir George Nares,
who took a leading hand in promoting these diversions,
describes how he appeared in the character of Columbine, and
with the bare shoulders and arms, and altogether light attire
which the part required, he says he was not sorry when it was
over. When he spent another winter in the Polar regions, in
command of Her Majesty’s ship the Alert, in 1875--76, he
resorted to similar methods of keeping up the spirits of his
crew. The Royal Arctic Theatre was opened November 18th,
after it had been closed nearly twenty-three years. A stage
was erccted on the main deck, and a pantomime was taken
part in by many of the explorers.

34. Can any trees be used as lightning econduectors ?

M. OQovaroff, a Russian scientist, somie time ago discovered
that the white poplar (Popudus albus) can be used as a natural
lightning-rod.  Various experiments have proved its yalue in
this respect, and the anthoritics in‘Rassia are thinking about
issuing an edict making it compulsory for every-inhabitant in
the villages to plant a poplar tree in front of his dwelling. [t
occasionally attains a height of ninety feet, and the trunk in
somi cases acquires a diameter of three feet. Generally its
licight is betwecen fifty and seventy feet. Some trees are much
more attractive to lightning than others. Assuming the risk
to the heech, which is very rarely struck, at 1, that to the fir
or spruce would be 15; to trees like the ash, sycamore, and
clm 1t would be 40 ; and to the oak 4. ©ingle trees are much
oftener struck than groups, and trees near water or damp
ground than those in dry soilse

35. Where is the largest wooden statue in the world ?

‘In Tokis, the cgvital of Japun, there exists a _gigantic
statue of a woman, made of wood and plaster, and dedicatéd
to Hachiman, the god of war, In height it measures~54ft.;
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the head .alone, which is reached by a winding stairway in the
interior of the figwre, being large enough to comfortably hold
Jfwenty persons, "Phe figure holds a huge wooden sword in one
bhand (the blade of the weapon being 27ft. long) and a ball
12f1.°in diam®ter in the other. Internally the figure is fitted
up Yith an®extraordinary anatomical arrangement, supposed
to represent the different portions of the brain. A fine view
of the country is obtained by looking through one of the cyes
of the statue. The largest stone statue in the world is situated
at Banian, on the road between Balk and Cabul. 1t is 1731t
high.

36. Where is there a line of rails known as the “‘ Inno-
cent Railway”?

This title was bestowed by the inhabitants of the district
upon a horse and tram line of rails in the Portobello and St.
Leonards district, not far from Edinburgh. The title is
believed to have been given on account of the line being
innocent of speed and innocent of engine-power, the only
power used being horse-traction.

87. Have flying bullets ever been photographed ?

This has been done in London by Professor Boys, and abroad
by Herr Ottoma® Anschutz, Herr H. Mach, Dr. Riegler, and
others. The problem which Professor Boys set himself to
accomplish was that of seenring a photographic picture of a
rifle ball or bullet passing through the air at the scarcely con-
ceivable speed of two thdusand feet a second. The source of
illumination gvas the electric spark such as that given by the
dischaize of a Leyden jar. The camera and lens were for
this oceasion dispensed with, and the gelatine plate im-
pressed direct with the shadow of the missile as it trafersed
the intervening space between the plate and the light
source.  The next thing considered was the best means
of causing the bullet to turn on the electricity for its own
b traimre, the motion of a flying bullet being of too rapid a
natuie to admit of amy other procedure. At first two copper
wires were placed in the path ®f the projectile, the notidn
being that the bullet itself would make the necessary metalljc
bridge hetweengthem. But the wires were shot away. Lead
wires*wlre then substituted with success. A curious resultpof
this instantaneous photograph of the flying bLudlet is that the
process has actually prodyged a picture of the disturbanse of the
air caftsed by the passgge of the bullet.q Any sglid body passing
through the air must of course push the air before it, causing &

1,0 b 3 » e &
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momentary vacuum behind it ; but hitherto no one everimagined
that such phenomena as these could be depicted or even seen.
These pictures of flying bullets have, however, shown most
clearly the exact position of the curves brought about by the
disrupted air, both before and behind the rapidly moving
projectile. Experiments with instantaneous photography have
elicited a curious fact as to bullets fired from cylinder guns.
These, though discharged at one time, reach the target at
different times. Observations made on firing at a target
40yds. distant showed some bullets lagging behind about
10yds. With the choke-bore gun some bullets were seen to be
8yds. behind the others.

88. Which railway station in the world has cost the
most money to erect ?

The Bombay terminal station of the Great Indian Peninsula
Railway, opened in May, 1876, the erection of which is said to
have cost three million rupees (£300,000). It is the finest
structure of its kind in the world, and occupied ten years in
building. The North British Company have been engaged in
remodelling their Waverley Station in Edinburgh, and in the
negotiations with the municipal authorities of that city, before
the works were commenced, it was stated that they would
entail the expenditure of a million sterling. Another costly
railway station, said to be the largest and finest in Europe, is
the new central railway station at Frankfort-on-the-Main, in
Saxony, which has been several years in course of erectipn. In
some railway stations the substructure, or buildings below the
level of the street, has cost a very large sum, in addition to the
superstructure, which includes the forecourt, booking-offices,
fittings, towers, roof, gas and water mains, and so forth. The
subst-ucture of Cannon Street Station cost £74,962; the
superstructure, £157,262 ; amounting to a total of £232,224.
At Charing Cross the substructure cost £41,422 ; the super-
structure, £111,604 ; making a total of £153,026. New Street,
Birmingham, one of the largest stations in the worla, costw
quarter of a million pounds. v

89. What is the size of the largest pair of shoes ever

o made ?

A New York shoemaker recently made for Miss" Fanny
Mills, of Ohio, ¢ pair of shoes, size 30. Measurement 22in.,
instep 22in., heel 25in., ankle 20in.  The shoes made for Misy
Ella Ewing, Fairmount, U.S., measured }8%in. in length.x The
young lady, who is but eighteen years of age, cannot purchase
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+ ready-madd shoes, but is compelled to have them made specially
for her. There is emough leather in one of the heels to build
five pairs of ordin#ry ladies’ shoes, and the leather in each
shoe woyld be sufficient, if it could all be utilized, to make
'thirgt’ pairs ofeordinary shoes. Miss Ewing is nearly 8ft. in
heigitt, and Weighs 245lb.  Mr. Cooper, a saloon-keeper in
« Buffalo, New York, has a foot 17in. in length, and in this
country there is a man resident in Yorkshire reported to be
wearing shoes 16in. in length. A Georgia shoemaker has
recently accomplished a big feat in shoemaking. For a pair of
shoes it took a piece of leather containing 1,040 square inches
to make the uppers, and one of 1,960 square inches to make
the soles, or exactly 3,000 square inches of leather altogether,
If the leather contained in that pair of shoes were cut into
strips an eighth of an inch wide, it would make a string
24,000in. long. The soles of this gigantic pair of shoes
are 14in. long and 5%in. wide. The two combined tipped
the scales at exactly 84lb. In our own country, in the
reign of Queen Mary, square-toed shoes were the fashion.
Men*took to wearing them so broad, that a proclamation
was issued restricting their breadth to 6in. square at the
toes.

40. Do hat-pegs exist round the walls of any churches ?

Hat-pegs appear to exist round the walls of many churches.
Some have doubtless been removed in the work of restora-
tion. At Yaverland Church, near Bembridge, Isle of Wight,
at any Yate on one side & the church, there was a row of
hat-pegs. At (Cleveland Church, Somerset, on the north wall
of the nave, which has only a south aisle, there is a row of
pegs extending the whole length of the wall. The parish
church of Hazeleigh, near Maldon, Essex, retains hateegs
round the nave and an hour-glass stand near the pulpit. Hat-
pegs are also said to exist in the churches of West Stafford,
near Dorchester ; Fordington St. George Church, Dorchester ;
Hellston #he Lower, Kent ; and at Hickling, Nottinghamshire ;
whilst at Westham Church, just outside Pevensey Castle, tall
crosses were set up at the junctiom of the high square pews,
each affording accommodation for five hats at' least on eithe
face. Shap Chgrch, Westmorland, and Omibury Churd
near Pudlow, have still hat-pegs in use. The former is dis-
tinguished by having not ogly hat-pegs gn the walls, but &
cosonal of hat-pegs round each of the pilldrs of the nage. In
sc:lrlne_ clturches hat-pegg appear to have eatendgl ¢ven to the
pulpit. ‘
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44. Vlfhat causes a spinning-top to stand erect ¢

A spinning-top is maintained in an upright position by a
combination of two forces—(1) the force of the earth’s gravita-
tion, or pull downwards ; (2) the force of centrifugality, which
pulls horizontally the top in all directions at ofice.  And it is
the combination of these two forces which maintains thé top
ip a vertical position. The same thing is more obvious in the
case of a school-boy’s trundled hoop, which the moment the
speed is relaxed begins to wobble, but on recciving a forward
blow regains the upright position. The upright position is
maintained only so long &s the speed is snfliciently great to
overcome the pull of gravitation, and when the top begins to
spin round slower and slower, the vertical position is lost, the
top begins to sway from side to side, and finally falls to the
ground. The speed of a top which went for forty minutes has
been found to be at the same rate as an express train, or a
mile a minute. The motions of the earth and of all the
heavenly hodies are controlled by precisely the same guidance
as that which keeps a spinning-top upright.

42. On whom was the title of baronetess econferred ? '

The “Gentleman’s Magazine” for 1754 gives the following
instance of one created by James IL : **Sept. 9, 1686, Cornelius
Speelman, of the United Provinees, a Geneval of the States of
Holland, created a baronet, with a special grant to the
General’s mother of the rank and title of a baronetess of
England.” A similar honour was conferred, in the reign of
Charles L., upon Dame Maria Bollesof Osberton,in the*County
of Nottingham ; and these two are the only instgnces on record
in which baronetcies have been conferred upon women. The
first baronetcy created was that conferred on Sir Nicholas
Bacan, of Redgrave, Suffolk, knight, whose patent is dated
May 22nd, 1611.

43. What is the average speed at which thunderstorms
travel ? N “

On the authority of the superintendent of the London
Meteorological Office, the gverage speed of thunderstorms is
about twenty miles an hour. In 1888 Herr Schonrock studied
137 thunderstormns in Russia, with reference to their speed of
travel. He obtained as mean velocity aboifs 285 ‘miles an
hbur, with varjation from 13 to 69 miles. As a rule, thunder-
storms, occur moré frequently at sunset than at any othe:
period ‘of the day, and are more fiumerous in high I titude.
, than in low. The dampness of the Englfsh climate causes ther.

( .
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_ to be morg destructive than elsewhere. They never ofur in
the Arctic regions, and previous to June, 1890, they had never
been experienced it the Mauritius since 1801. Madagascar
suffers very much from their frequency and severity ; tho

oannual less of life from them amounts to 300. Java has the
greagest numper of any country in the world ; they take place
< With intensity at least once on ninety-seven days throughout
the year. In Great¢ Britain they take place about seven days
annually. In Jamaica they occur with the greatest regularity
between the hours of 12 noon and 3 p.m. during the rainy

. season, which lasts for five months, or about 150 days. The
same thing oceurs at Natal, but during the summer months —
October to February. In Brazil they occur with such regu-
larity that invites to parties, ete., are given intimating they are
to take place either before or after the diurnal thunderstorm.

4%, Which newspaper was first printed by steam ?
‘The ‘Times’ was the first newspaper to be printed by steam.
Until the year 1814 all the printing in the world was done by
hang, and the ‘ Times’ could ouly be struck off at the rate of
450 copies per hour. A compositor, however, in the office uf
the ‘Times,” named Thomas Martyn, as early as 1804, conceived
the idea of applying Watts’s improved steam engine to a print-
ing press. Heshowed lhis model to John Walter, who furnished
him with money nd room in which to continue his experi
ments and perfeet his machine, but the pressmen pursued the
inventor with such hate, that the scheme had to he given up.
Ten years later, another inventor, named Konig, procured a
patent for a steam press, 8nd Mr. Walter determined to give
the inventionsa trial. The press was secretly set up in another
building, and a few men, pledged to secrecy, employed to work
it. On the night of the trial the pressmen in the * Times’
building were told that the paper would not go to presseuntil
very late, as important news was expected from the Continent.
At six o’clock in the morning John Walter went into the press-
rgom, and announced to the men that the whole edition of the
“*I'imes ® had been printed by steam during the night, and that
thenceforward the st®@m press would be regularly vsed.

»

45. In what trades does a ‘“dozen” vary from two to
gightyg -

As the derivation from the Fiench douziine implies, it,is
enerally presumed that ® dozen meags 1# things, but
{E;Be Sgaffordshire potterigs, and in the earthenware *radc,
queen’s-ware in Philadelphia, crockerygin othew places, o dozen
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to thic day represents that number of any special article which
can be offered at any fixed price. That is, the price is fixed,
and the number of the dozen varies. For instance, the pitchers
which are called jugs in the trade are sold as 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 12,
18, 21, 30, 36 pieces to each dozen, the price for a dozen being
constant. The ordinary pitcher holding a quare is a twelve, or
12 to the dozen, while a pint pitcher is 24 to the dozen, and is
so called when dealing with that size. Few of the articles of
the trade are sold in dozens of 12, plates being almost the only
ones, and some of them being sold 60, 70, and even 80
to the dozen. Besides these curiosities in ficures, the
potters have peculiar nares, such as cockspurs, twiflers, etc.,
that make up a trade language of itself. The baker's dozen ot
13 is a recognised figure in their trade ; a publisher’s dozen is
usually 13 copies. Among fishermen in Cornwall a long dozen
consists of 26.

46. In what part of the world does an intoxicating grass
grow ?

Besides the “Dronk” grass—that is, Drunk grass—of the
Dutch colonists in South Africa, there is in Mongolia another
lant with a corresponding native name and similar properties.
t is a new species of SZipe, which was brought from the
Alachan mountains by a Roman Catholic missionary, whose
horses were disabled Ky its inebriating qualities. In Kam-
tchatka an intoxicating plant is found of considerable strength.
The most common method of using it is to roll it up like a
bolys, and swallow it whole. In South Dakota and Texas
there is a singular variety of grasswith strong narcofic pro-
perties, which is known as the “sleepy grass.”

47. Has a blind man ever superintended the construction
., of roads?

Such was the employment successfully carried on for many
years Ly John Metcalf (Blind Jack), of Knaresborough, born
in 1717, who was blind from six years of age. His first work
of this kind was the making of a road, three miles in-length,
between Fearnsby and Minskip. He tompleted the road
within the stipulated time,'to the entire satisfaction of the
surveyor and the trustees. Many of the principal roads in
YWrkshire, Lancashire, Cheshire, and Derbyshire were
constructed by him, sometimes upon plans designed by
others, but mcve often they ware surveyed and laid out
ou his own plans dntirely. In ope of his undertakings- -
nawely, the construction of the road from Huddélsfield
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to Manchgster—he anticipated the work which magde the
name of Stephenson, when making the railway across Chat
Moss, famous all ower the world. The idea of constructing a
goad over a swamp by laying down bundles of heather and
ling transversely one on the top of the other, and then puttin

* on gtone, was® that of Metcalf, the blind road-maker ; an

Stephenson, in his great work on Chat Moss, did not hesitate
to adopt his planewithout even making an etfort to improve
upon it. At the age of seventy-five Metcalf was still busy
road-making, and not until he had attained the great age of
ninety-three did he leave off active work.

48, Can meat be cooked by cold ?

The gencrally accepted theory of the cooking of meat relates
to the application of heat ; but Dr. Sawiczevosky has called
attention to the fact that almost precisely the same chemical
and physical changes can be accomplished by the exposure of
animal flesh to extreme cold. Indeed, the sensation experienced
by touching freezing mercury is very much that of a severe
burn. The experimenter referred to applied his method to the
preservation of meats, first by subjecting them to a temperature
of 33° below zero, Fahrenheit, and then sealing them up
hermetically in tin vessels. Animalsand substances which had
been so treated and for some time kept in these boxes, on
examination proved to be extremely palatable, and, being
partially cooked, required very little heat to prepare them for
the table. An establishment in Hungary is now engaged in
the preparation of meats by this method on an extensive scale.

[ ]

49. To what, amount yearly are dividends on Government
stocks unelaimed ?

According to a Parliamentary return recently issued, the
dividends due on the 3rd of April, 1891, and not deménded,
amounted to £400,713 19s. 5d.; and on the 3rd of July,
£368,823 9s. 2d.; on the 2nd of October, £374,816 15s. 9d. ;
and on the 2nd of January, 1892, £354,664 11s. 8d. ; of which
%he larer portion was advanced to the Government, pursuant
to Act of Parliamént. The number of (Government stock-
holders is about 250,000, and lar8e sums annually remain un-
claimed by reason of death, absence abroad, etc. zéféer
ten yqars' nsn-claim these unclaimed stocks and dvi-
dends are advanced to the National Debt Commissioners
till claimants appear. Wen & claimanfappbars, but not %ill
then, the Bank of England advertises 1n the leadigg news-
papets for furthereclaimants, givigg (1) the amount and
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description of the stock, (2) the date of the transfer to the
National Debt Commissioners, (3) the names, addresses, and
descriptions of the original stockholders! and (4) the name
and address of the claimant. When Mr. (Goschen converted
the Debt in 1889, no fewer than 12,700 notices were returned
by the Post Office as not known. After ‘every inouiry
£7,850,000 was unclaimed, and credited to 10,900 accounts 1n
the Dank of England; the presumption beirg that most owners
were dead or gone away.

50. Are outfits provided for this country’s diplomatie
representatives ?

The amount so spent is considerable. According to the
estimates for the year 1892 1893 the following sums as
diplomatic outfits were entered to be voted, namely : £2,000
to L.ord Duflferin on going to Paris ; £1,200 to Sir Clare Ford
on going to Constantinople : £2,000 to Sic Henry Wolff' on
going to Madrid ; £2,500 to Lord Vivian on going to Rome ;
£1,150 to Sir Edmund Monson on gomg to Brussels; and
£1,100 to Mr. Egerton on going to Athens. Mr. Lowther
(Under-Seeretary), in his place in Parliament, stated that “the
outfit was meant to cover, not only the personal expenses of
Minister, but also the travelling expenses of his family, the
expenses of moving his own private furniture, carriages, and
horses.” The English Ambassador in Franeé receives as saluy
£9,000 a year ; in Austria and Turkey, £8,000 each ; in Russia,
£7,000 ; in Germany, £7,500 ; in Italy, £7,000 ; in the United
States, £6,000. Y
51, What volume of sound would be necessary to be

heard round the world ?

Could it be possible to arrange the propagation of sound in
such ® manner that, instead of ascending and being lost above
the limit of the atmosphere, it would travel around the
surface of the globe, the volume of sound required to travel
and be heard at all points of the equator, a distance of
nearly 25,000 miles, would necessitate the preparatibn of a
cannon sufliciently large to fire a charge®two hundred times
Jarger than ever has been tmade, and thunder peals would
reguire to be 535 times louder than the strongest ever yet
known. 'The globe would be, ot course, shaken to pieces.
To take another example, a strong man’s voice sent through a
speaking trumpes twenty feet longhas been heard at a distance
of three miles. To teach six miles a sound four times a.
powerful would be required; to reach twelve miles' one
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sixtecn times greater would be needed. And thus to be.heard
round the world the sound must be as powertul as would he
produced by nineteon million nine hundred and one thonsand
dne hundred and thirty-two strong voices speaking through
esuch trumpets. . The furthest distance which sound has, up to
this time, becn known to travel was 1,600 miles, on the occasion
« of a volcanic explosion in 1815, at the Tomboro Mountain, in
the island of Sumbawa.

52. What is the size of the largest ball ever fired from
. a cannon ?

The largest projectile ever fired from a cannon was 2,6001b.,
from the largest gun yet manafactured.  This gun was made at
the works of Krupp, at Jssen, for the Russian Government, and
has been placed in the fortifications of Cronstadt.  Its calibro
is 16}in., length of barrel 41ft., is made of the finest cast steel,
and weighs 135 tons, or about 270,000lb. It has a range of
twelve miles, and can be discharged twice in a minute. The
cost of each shot has been cstimated at £300.  The heaviest
Fnglish gun weighs 111 tons, and its shot 1,8001h.  The shot
diseharged by the second Woolwich Infant weighed 1,6501b.,
the gun itselt 80 tons, and for cach discharge 3001b, of gun-
powder was required. The Italians five shot of 2,0001b., and the
French of 1,984b. There are some ancient guns of very large
dimensions 1n existence, hut they do not carry heavy charges.
Numbers were made in India, the largest being known by the
name of “ Malick ¢ Meidan,” or Lord of the I’lain, which was
11ft. long, had a 28in. hore, and fired a ball 1,6001D. in weight.
“Mons Meg” at Edinburgh Castle is 13ft. long, with a calibre
of 20in.

53. What is the fastest speed attained by passenger
elevators or lifts ?

The maximum speed of the fastest passenger clevators
which have ever been built is 1,500ft. a minute, or a rate of
one mile in three minutes and a fraction. Before the fire in
the Western Union bnilding occurred, says a New York paper,
that company had a machine capable of running 1,500ft. a
minute. These machines are of the water balance type, the
invention of Cyrns Baldwin.  With the modern elevats?
almost any speea desited can be obtained ; it all depends upon
the power used and the distance travelled.  Jn a building
which has a shaft of 250ft. a speed of fro.n &30{1. to 1,000ft,
a minats can be attained.  On a rise of 150ft. it is easy’to zct
a speed rate of 7o0ft. per minute witih a weiBht of 1,000lb. |
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aboa¥d the elevator. In Chicago the fastest elerators are in
the Union Trust Company building, on Broadway, near Wall
Street. They shoot up or down, carrying 3,000lb., at a speed
of 600ft. a minute. When tested with €‘iight:er weights they
have travelled from 800ft. to 900ft. a minutp. The 2verage
speed of elevators in oftice buildings in and around New York 1¢
300ft. a minute. It is best adapted for work, and experience ,
has demonstrated that more passengers c#a be carried daily in
a car going at that speed in the ordinary large huilding than
any other.

54. Who possesses the largest eamellia ever grown in '
this country ?

Mr. G. F. Lyndon, at his nursery gardens at Birmingham.
This huge camellia occupies an entire greenhouse all by itself,
and entirely fills it. In February, 1892, although 2,000 buds
had been cut from this extraordinary plant, it had still 6,000
buds to open. The largest cameﬁia in Europe grows at
Pilnitz, near Dresden, and forms one of the sights of that
district. It was imported from Japan about 150 years ago, is
about 17yds. high, and has an annual average of 40,000
blossoms,

55. What is the heaviest ship’s rudder ever made ?

The heaviest rudder on record up to the present date is that
made for the torpedo ship Vulean. It was forged in a single

iece and weighs twenty-two tons. Large castings and forgings
Eave been made for several of the large battle-ships recently
completed or under construction.. The sterns of the Victoria
and Blake were forged in one piece, and weizh upwards of
forty-five tons. The French ironclad Brennus (launched on
the 17th of October, 1891, at L'Orient) has a rudder which is
18ftrin height, 13ft. in width, and weighs seventeen tons.

56. Have any newspapers in a British possession ever
been excommunicated ?

In August, 1890, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Malta (Mgr.
Pace) excommunicated three Maltese newspapers—the ¢ Malta,’
‘Kabernalti,’ and ‘ Movimento’—for revolt against his authority
«~d that of the Holy See. These journals found themselves
unable to continue their publications becaus), as svon as the
decree of excommunication was promulgated, the type-setters
refused 10 take Lfnart in the compoSition of the journals. Then,
it is s#id, the editors of the two first-named journals, seeing
the errors they had corimitted, made a retraction to the Bishop,
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who consented to the publication of the newspapers o their
names being changed to the ‘Maltese Gazette’ and ‘Kubar-
catolica’ The third journal suspended its publication pending
an appeal to the Holy Chair. The alleged otfence consisted of
intemperate apd unchristianlike attacks upon the Pope and
the Bishop of “Malta, in connection with Sir John Lintorn
Simmons’s mission to Rome.

57. Who in this country has the largest number of pet
dogs ?

A lady residing at Malvern keeps no fewer than seventy-
eight pet dogs of various breeds, which are located in pens in
a large field, and fed with the best of meat. Each day the
lady selects a fresh dog to accompany her in her walks, so that
all her pets get an airing in turn. Her Majesty has forty
canine pets, her greatest favourites being collies. The Queen’s

et dogs include Pomeranians, fox-terriers, and dachshunds.

lorence May, wife of the present and seventh Duke of
Newecastle, has a special fondness for dogs, and especially for
those breeds which are little known in England. The kennels
are at Clumber Park, Notts, the Duke’s ancestral residence.
In October, 1891, six splendid specimens of the Russian
wolfhound were added to this collection, some of the finest
of their kind having been purchased in Russia for her
Grace especially, worth about £200 each. At Eltham, Kent,
Colonel North has a very fine collection of dogs, having paid
£850 for his best. The number of dogs licensed in Great
Britain is 1,128,000, in Ireland 368,000, in France 2,864,000, in
Germany 1,432,000, and 1n Sweden 513,000. Great Britain
has 38 dogs to every 1,600 inhabitants, Ireland has 73, France
75, Germany 31, and Sweden 11.

58. Has an elopement ever taken place on bieyeles ? =

Such an elopement took place some years ago in one of the
Eastern States of America. In the village of Brookline
resided an old lawyer with his wife and daughter, the latter
eighteen years of age, who had been a.ssiduous?y courted for a
couple of years by a young physician of the neighbourhood.
The young lady’s parents refusing consent to the marriage, an
elopement was resolved upon, and the mattar was readi';»
arranged. The Jady had been presented by her father with a
bicycle to gratify her often-expressed wish, and became aw
expert in riding it, attaiaing a speed wRich far sur-

_sed the best endeavovrs of the tamily team of jiorses.

he uoctor likewis~ purchased a bicyels, and soon
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becan:’e an equally proficient rider. Upon sthe day
appointed for the elopement the lady departed as usnal,
early in the morning, for her regular exereise on the bicycle,
while at the same tine the gentleman started from his resie

dence for a similar purpose, though in a difigrent direction. ,
The roads, however, ultimately joined, and within an hour's

time the two bicycles, with their enthusiastic owners, were
observed together by a resident of Brodkline, who passed
them on horseback, and communicated the fact of his
observation to the parents. A consultation was held, which
restlted in the family coach being called into vequisition and
a chase of the fugitives undertaken. After the truant pair
were sighted the chase became exciting, but, after an hour or
two, had to be «bandoned, the runaways on wheels having got
too far ahead, and the velocipeding lovers veached an appointed
station, where they took train, which conveyed them even
more rapidly than their bicyeles to their would-be haven,
where they were married and made happy. The parents,
finding their child wedded beyond all dispute, gave a reluctant
consent, and the doctor and his bride returned to Drookline
in triumph.

59. Where is the largest telephone switehboard ?

The two largest telephone switchboards in the world are, one
in the Beriin Telephone Exchange, to which 7,000 wires are
connccted, and one made for the Central Exchange of the
Metropolitan Telephone Company of New York, at a cost of
£64,000. Over two hundred patengs were availed of in con-
structing this huge collection of telephonic wires. Six thou-
sand wires were accomiuodated on the board when it was first
ereeted, and it is capable of accommodating 10,000. The
length of the switchboard is 300ft. Over 1,000,000 joints had
to be made good, and 3,000 miles of wire were required.
Electrical experts have pronounced this switchboard perfec-
tion. There are 774 telephone exchanges in the United
States, with 210,412 miles of wire and 202,931 subscribers.

60. Which is the longest sentence in ‘English literature ?

One found in the Act of Parliament 59 George IIL,
&apter 69, intituled, “An Act to prevent the Fnlisting or
Engagement of His Majesty’s subjects to serve im Foreign
Nervice, and the fitting out or cquipping in His Majesty’s
Dominijons vesSels fer warlike pnfjoses, withont Hix Majesty's
license®” The second section of this et contains but one
sentence, witl! 807 words in it, and*without a single stop

.
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+ between it8 first word “ And” and its last word ¢ convatcd ”
The seventh sectiog of the present Foreign Enlistment Act
forms one sentence ©f 600 words. The Right Honourable W.
f£. Gladstone forms longer sentences than any other English
s writemor spealuer present or past. One of his |()l]}'cﬂt\0nt(‘ll(‘t‘ﬁt
was eontained in a speech, in August, 1890, at the National
Liberal Club. It o¢enpicd twenty- four lines of news type, and
contained 214 words,  Nir F. \bel, in his presidential address
to the Dritish Association, fr.u«' utterance to a sentenee
containing 204 words.

61. To what extenf is heat generated in the human
body during the course of a day ?

Dr. Milne Murray, in a lectnre on *‘ Animal ITeat,” showed
how aiimal heat was produced in the human suh)ect—how
tood acted as fuel ; how its combustion, so to speak, was sup-
ported by the oaycen which was inhaled through the lungs ;
and how throughout the hody heat was maintained by the
process, in virtne of which the various tissues of the body
made good the wear and tear of action by 'L])]ll()plulllll" the
nutr ition which the blood conveyed to them.  The muscles were
the great heat-producing tissnes in the body, just as they were
the great work-producers. [t has been estimated that about
four-fifths of the antire heat in the body is produced in the
muscles.  The amount of heat produced by a man of average
weight during a day of average work wounld be sufiicient to
raise about 63lb. of water from the freezing to the boiling point.

62. What is the amountbf the largest fine inflicted on a
smuggler ?

At the Hull Police-court, the case of Emil Poulsen, upon
whose farm at (/ottmn]mm fifty-two bales of smn eled
tobaceo, weighing in the aggregate 3,0001h., were found, was
removed to the Court of Exclwquer on A writ of rapias.

tobert and Frederick Poulsen, sons ol the above-named, were
fqund gyilty ot having in their posscssion 1541h. ol Luh.u(()
and werc each fined t]le treble value and duty, £123 4s. An
old man named Maw and a boy numed Arthur Poulsen, a
relative, were each fined £2,545 16s., treble value and duty. "
William J. Adams, ship’s stewald was ¢ harged with bemg com®
cerned imthe lmpmta.tlon of 2,1001b of tolm((o and was fined the
treble value and duty, £1,870 13s.  The magistrate inflicted tlee
alfernative of six months’ nn’)rlsonmcnt (tﬁe full termallowed)
ineacly case. The fines amounted in the aggregate fo over
7,000, From 1882 to?1891, 32,225 seizAres of .ﬂungglcd goods |
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1
were made in the United Kingdom; 24,765 petsons con-
victed, and penalties to the amount of £53,323 recovered,
Smuggling must either be on the increase] or Custom House
officers are becoming more active, as the largest number ot
seizures took place in 1891—5,842, when 16,7561b. of tobacco
and cigars and 239 gallons of spirits were confiScated, 4,704
g:ersons convicted, and 4,652 penalties recovered, amounting to
8,126.

63. In which part of the world do they get four erops
of grass in a year?

At Myremill Farm, near Maybole, in- Ayrshire, on which
liquid manure is used. Mr. Kennedy, the owner and occupier,
cut, within seven months, 70 tons per acre ; and if the whole
is cut, four or five heavy crops are carried during that period.
The Italian rye-grass, which he cultivates, is fo ind to grow
2in. in twenty-four hours. At Mr. Telfer’s iarm, near the
town of Ayr, the same field, in one year, has produced a first
crop of ahout 18in. deep at the latter end of March ; afterwards
a second, from 18in, to 2ft. deep ; a third, from 3ft. to 4ft. 6in.
thick ; a fourth, that was nearly the same; a fifth, 2ft. in
depth ; and a sixth, 18in. in depth or thickness ; the grass cut
on this farm in seven months being thus in the aggregate not

.less than 14ft. 3in. in height. The land about Edinburgh,
Newhaven, Leith, and Portobello produces an average crop of
thirty to forty tons per acre in four cuttings, the first taking
place at the beginning of April and the last at the end of
September, after which cattle are turned on to it. Abroad,
the liquid sewage of Milan, in Italy, meets in a canal named
the “ Vettablia,” which ramifies 4,000 acres of land before
entering the River Lambro. This land is let at £21 for two
and ¢ half acres, and the grass is mown in November, January,
March, and April for stable-feeding; in June, July, and
August it yields three crops of hay for the winter, after which
it provides abundant pasture for the cattle.

64. Are nettles of any commereial valpe ?

. In this country the chief i{ not the only use nettles are put
to is for food, either served as vegetables or used in the
pYtparation of tea or beer. In Belgium, Germany, and other

arts of Continental Europe, the use of nettles for such purposes
18‘much more cemmon than with ns. In other countries the
various, species of tHe nettle yield valuable fibres, which ars
used for textile fabrics. In Dresden, a thread is proluced
{rom the nettle so tine that a length of sixty miles weighs only
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: »
24lb. Wifh reference to one genus of the nettle tribe,
Boehmeria, which guows in tropical and sub-tropical climates,
the fibres of severd species are highly esteemed. Amongst
these may be mentioned the B. nivea of China, from which is
*made the Chin® grass cloth, a fabric rivalling the best French

camBric. THe inner bark gives the best fibre, while the outer

bark, being coarser,,is used for cordage. B. Puya, of Nepaul

and Sikkim, ields ‘Puya fibre, and B. albida is used for textile
purposes in the Sandwich Islands. As toanother genus of the
nettle tribe, Urtica, the fibre of the U. cannabina is much used,
while from that of the U. whitlavi both fine lace and strong
ropes are manufactured.

65. Where is the most costly stairease in this country ?

The main staircase in Mrs. James Mackay’s house in Carlton
House Terrace, London, which cost no less than £20,000.
There is a unique and costly staircase in the palatial house of
Baron Hirsch, in Paris, at the corner of Rue de I'Elysées and
the Avenue Gabriel. The house formerly belonged to the
Empress Eugénie, and the staircase, which is a grand work of
art, is not only costly in itself, but is hung with marvellous
and costly tapestries. The main staircase in Dorchester
House, the property of the late Mr. R. S. Holford, is a magnifi-
cent one, and probably second only to that in Carlton House
Terrace in point of cost. Dorchester House is celebrated for
the artistic and costly nature of all its internal fittings and
appointments, the sculpture of some of the chimney-pieces
being amongst the grandest specimens of modern work. It is
also noted for jts excellent collections of pictures and books, °

Y

66. Have two women ever entered into matrimonial
relations with each other ?

»
An extraordinary case of this kind occurred about six
years ago in Austria-Hungary. A young man, calling himself
Count gandor Vay, who pretended to have fallen out with his
family im Hungary, married a teacher at Klagenfurt, aged
twenty-seven, daughter of an inspector of woods and forests.
The marriage took place in Hungmry, a certain Father Imre
officiating. The newly-married couple, after living together
for some time, }isited the girl's parents at Klagenfurt.
long it whs found that the so-called Count was in reality a
woman of thirty-six, the Cquntess Sarolta Vay, daughter of
the late Colonel of Honveds, Count %Padislaus Vay, one
of wiose daughters, nated Sarolta, had been cducated
8s a boy. Ali her life she had whrn male attirc, and.,
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. .
had appeared in the uniform of the Honveds. She
published a collection of poems under the name of
Sandor, and associated with young men, who were not in the
secret, in manly amusements. After disappearing from Pesth
she was not again heard of till her arrest onethe demand of»
her nominal father-in-law at Klagenfurt. Eventually the
mystery was solved by the confession of the female bride-
groom, who stated that she had arranged the sham marriage
with the girl Engelheart, who knew of her sex. Their object
was to obtain moncey from the girl’s father, which the two
damsels thed spent together in amusements. Another case

“is 6n record of two women living together as man and wife,

by mutual consent, for thirty-six years. They kept a public-

Jhouse at Poplar, and the secret was let out by the * wife”

making a confession on her deathbed.

67. Which is the shortest street that goes under such a
name ?

Mansion House Street, in the City of London. Itis not
more than a few yards in length, its roadway being in front of
the Mansion House, and between it and the few houses opposite.
Kelly’s “ Post Office Directory” of London, for 1891, has only
the following entries in this, the smallest of all streets, viz. :
Mansion House Strect, 15.C.: opposite. Mansion House ;
Kquitable Assurance Society. Though the shortest, it is the
busiest street in the busiest city in the world, and through
it ceaselessly from 8 a.m. till 7 p.m., every weckday, pours an
endless stream of trafic—vehicles and passengers—irom the
following arteries of London, namely, Cheapside, Princes
Street, Threadncedle Street, Cornhill, Lombard Street, King
William Street, Queen Victoria Street, and Walbrook.

68. ‘Where is the longest public swimming bath in this
country ?

The (‘rown Swimming Daths at Kennington, London, are
160ft. in length and 60ft. in width, with a varying depth of
from 3ft. 3in. to 7ft. The Cleopatra Swimming Bath 1n the
Thames near Charing Crossy Pier is 133ft. long by 25ft. wide,
the iron building with its glass roof measuring outside 180ft.
itmcength and 30ft. in width. The largest bath in the world
is in the United States, at Waco, in Texas. It holas 80,000
gallons of, water, is supplied from an artesian well 1,870ft.
decp, and is retilled cvery two hours. Thore are found two
immense baths, one for each sex, in which 800 persons can
disport themselves with ease and comfor.
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.'69. What s the weight of water in the largest ofean
in the world ?

L]

The bulk of water filling the Pacifie, which is much the
l#rgest ocean in the world, is estimated to be one hundred and
eeveuty millionecubic miles, and the weight of this mass, at
641b. ¢0 each eubic foot of sea-water, is 711,961,481,070,000,000

otons. The Atlantic Ocean is not quite half as large as the
Pacific, their respective arcas being as follows : —
Squa;re miles.

Pacific 150,309,000
Atlantic 24,5364000

70. Has the Burial Service ever been read at the ﬁop'
of a blast furnace ? '

This was done in December, 1891, over the ashes of John
MecAllister, one of the men employed at the works of the
North Lonsdale Iron and Steel Company, at Ulverston, in
Lancashire. McAllister fell into one of the blast furnaces
which was then in operation, aud his body was instantly con-
sumeg. The Reverend Father Allan read the Burial Service
from the gangway at the top of the line of furnaces over all
that remained of the unfortunate workman. The Burial
Service was also read at the top of a furnace at Carnforth,
under similar circumstances, two months prior to the Ulverston
fatality. *

71. Is there any church in this country round the walls of
which urns eontaining the ashes of deceased
vorshippers are placed ?

The bodies o? three of the Hanhams, of Dean’s Court, Wim-
borne, in Dorsetshire, have been cremated, and the ashes
placed in urns in the church. Two of them were those of the
wife of Captain Hanham and of his mother, Lady Hanham,
wife of the lnte Sir James Hanham, Bart. These ladies had
died in 1876 and 1877 respectively, and on the 8th and 9th of
October, 1882, their bodies were burned in the coffins of woorl
and Jead®in which they had been buried in the family vault.
Tn the church at Woking Cemetery,adjoining the crematorinm,
there arve rows of niches in the walls, in which are deposited
urns containing the ashes of deccased worshippers whows
bodies have bedh cremated. On the wall of Park Green
Chureh, Macclestield, there is an urn containing the ashes of
a deceased member of the corfrregation, while r@und the walls
of %he oL heistic Chureh, Swallow Street, Piccadilly, L&ndon,
there are to he seen ®everal urns comtaininge the ashes of
Aeceased worshippers,
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72. Which colony has paid most for Royal Commissions ? °

New South Wales, in which colony, the cost of Royal
Commissions during the past four years has amounted to
£25,603. Among the principal Commissions may be mentioned
the following :— . .

Royal Commissions, “ Costa
Public Service '
Rabbits ............. wevere e eeiee e eeda e eeeeees 6,129 °
Casual Labom e e e e e e e e eeeraee
Strikes ............. e e e eeneeenes ee etieeen eaeee e s
City Railways .. . .. .. e et e e e 2,700
73. How many anti-vaccinationists are there in this
country ?

From a calculation made by a Fellow of the Royal Statistical
Society, based on a household census made insixty-three towns
and districts in lngland, the number of people who are opposed
to compulsory vaccination is 87 per cent. of the adult popula-
tion, while 68 per cent. are in favour of its abolition altogether.
There are ten places where the number of unvaccinated children
exceeds 25 per cent. of the children born, namely: Keighley,
75 per cent. ; Leicester, 72 per cent. ; Gloucester, 58°8 per cent. ;
Oldham, 44 per cent. ; Luton, 336 per cent. : Eastbourne, 32
per cent. ; Dewsbury, 296 per cent.; Halifax, *28 per cent. ;
Kettering, 27 per cent. ; and Northampton, 25°7 per cent. The
mortality from small-pox in London has been estimated at
15 per cent. among vaccinated persons, and 45 per cent. among
unvaccinated : in Montreal, 10 per cent. vaccinated, and 54 per
cent. unvaccinated ; Boston, 15 and 50 ; Philadelphia, 17 and
64. In Norway, vaccination is not compulsory, but only those
who submit to he vaccinated are allowed to vote at elections.

[

74. What is the longest distance ridden on a biecycle in
twelve months ? '

Ten ‘thousand miles, completed by Nelson Bradt during the
ear 1891. A Dalziel's cablegram, dated Johnston (N.Y.),
ecember 21st, 1891, stated that Bradt had just completed the
ten thousand miles bicycle ride, which he began on January 1st.
Bradt now holds the chamyionship for the best twelve months’
re‘sg-lord, the longest distance previously attained being 8350
iles. . .
75. Wheg*e is the biggest laundry in the world ?

That at Petkhary, owned bv Mr. James Hayes, and known
as thd Royal Bleaching and Cleaneng Works. In this stdam
lanndry theresare twotalendering rooit.s, each 115ft. in lenuth,
with machinery capable of calendering 50,000 table napkins



) TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS. 35

* daily, as well as four drying rooms, each 115ft. in legxgtb,.
containing nearly seven miles of drying poles. The dryiny
rooms will hold 30,800 pieces at the same time, all of which
c¢dn be dried in thirty minutes. Three engines and five
sboilers are required to do the work of the laundry, which
is also fitted with all the latest appliances for accomplish-

«ing the work speedily and well. Thirty thousand pieces of
linen are washed ahd finished daily. Another large London
steam laundry, situated at Peckham, is that of Mr. Clements,
which covers an area of nearly three-quarters of an acre, and
has a capacity of from twenty to thirty thousand pieces per
day. There are seventeen public baths and washhouses in
London, the washhouse portions of many of which are of
considerable extent, giving to thousands of laundresses
facilities for their work by the use of steam-washers and
drying closets, which they could not otherwise obtain. Thirty
thousand laundresses of Paris still use the primitive plan of
washing in the river, there being established for their use
large floating laundries on the Seine.

76. Which animal ean speak most distinctly ?

Next to man, the mina, one of the Grackle species of birds,
found in tropical and sub-tropical countries, excels all other
animalsin its imitative powers, and particularly in the imitation
of human speech. When domesticated these birds far excel
the parrots, both in picking up the words and speech of those b
whom they are surrounded, and in the distinctness with whic
they speak the words and sentences learnt. So distinct, in
fact, is the utterance of the mina and of some species of
parrots which®most nearly approach it, that persons hearing
them speak at once look round for the human being they
believe to have addressed them, and have some diﬁiculw in
realizing that the voice was only that of a bird. A specimen
of the mina, or hill-mina, as it is called, may be seen at the
Zoological Society’s Gardens, Regent’s Park, London. On its
agrival i was placed in the tortoise-house. The hill-mina is a
small bird, shining coal-black in colour, with & bright orange
stripe about its head, orange legs, and a sharp, salmon-coloured
bill, and can speak and langh in perfect imitation of man,

joining il} most gltelligently in conversation. -r
77. What is the greatest age that a torteise has begn
known to attain ?¢® s °®

Between 150 and 200 yedrs, so far as is known. A fortoise
which lived at PeterDorough Cathedr®1 was Enown to have .
attained the patriarchal gge of 180 years bofore it died. Its
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deatﬁ was cansed by an accident, and Bishop Jeune had its
shell preserved, with an inscription narrating its age and
history. Another tortoise, which Laud l);()u"ht from Fulham
to Lambeth when he became Archbishop, was 130 years old
when it died, and during its life had outlived cight Arch-,
bishops. Its death was “eaused by the carélessness of the
gardencr, who dug it out of its hole one winter, and owitted to
provide it with another habitation. A torsoise, which died in
Chelsea, had been with the same family for over a century,
and responded to the name of “ Tommy.”

78. Who is the owner of the most expensive bicycle ?

The Sultan of Morocco owns the most expensive cycle,
the whole of the framework of which is nickel - plated,
and which cost him three hundred guineas. An electric
cycle, which was guarantced to run twenty-eight miles with-
out re-charging, cost £100. The most expensive ln(yde was the
steam one of Mr. Copeland, which was invented by him. It
is of the star pattern, with a small wheel in front, and attached
to the front bar is a vertical brass boiler heated with gaspline.
A miniature cngine mounted on a bar ahovc the boiler has a
stroke of three mcheq with a cylinderof {in. diameter. Below
the engine is a sphcrxcal reservoir ho](lm" a quart of water,
and above it a cylinder holding as much tf.t%olme A round
belt communicates the power of the cn(*me to a 30in. wheel
attached to the wheel of the bicyele. The engine makes 180
revolutions of the 14in. erank in a minute, and nine revolutions
turn the large wheel once. The engine runs for an honr with-
out renewal of water or gasoline, and engine, fuel, and hoiler do
not add more than 20lb. to the \vcwht of the blcvcle The
machine has the ordinary pedals, which can be used when
desred.

79. Has cricket ever bcen played on the ice ?

Yes ; several instances have been recorded of ericket
matcehes played on theice.  The frontispicee to Parry’s “ Second
Voyage In Search of a North-West DPassage” repfesents™ a
cricket match on the ice begween the crews of the /leeln and
the FMury, which took place in March, 1823. At Harewood, in
Sorkshire, a match on the ice took place on the 15th
of Iwbm.].rv, 1838, between Harewood and¢Stark,in which
Harewood .s('med 168 runs in a completed innings, and Stark
212 with six Wickets.to fall.  Ondof the players made thirteen
runs from one hit. The Sheffiebl Skating Club pk})ed a
cricket match®on theéee at the Duketof Devonshive's seat—
Chatswarth —on the 1st of I\Luuht 1818, The ball was of
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gutta-percta, and the scores, 160 and 150. On the 1#th of
January, 1851, the Long Meadow at Oxford beeame covered
with a thick coat of ice, when a match was got up, and lasted
she whole day. One side made 126 and the other 128 runs. A
cricket match was played on a large reservoir at Daventry, in
1854 At a match played nearly twenty years ago in the fens
of Swavesey, some of the crack cricketers of the day took
part. The sides were All England and Universitics against
Sixteen of Swavesey. On the 26th of January, 1880, a match
on the ice was played between Swansca and Cadoxton, the
former scoring 126 and the latter 3tl1. The victors in this
last match were much assisted by the admirable fielding of a
retriever.

80. Who is the owner of the finest river house-boat ?

Mvr. Pierre Lorillard, the well-known American millionaive,
who owns a river house-boat, built for him by the Pusey and
Jones Company, of Wilmington, Delaware. She is a stecl
scow, or {lat-bottomed boat, with round spoon-shaped end, and
is d-iven by two screw propellers, cach actnated by a separate
engine of 200 horse-power. Her draught is 30in. at most, and
her maximum speed nine knots. She is 97ft. 6in. long and
26ft. Gin. broad. A pine-wood honse is built over the hull,
and she is replete with every accommodation that money ecan
procure for the benefit of Mr. Lovillard and his guests. The
windows are fitted with wire mosqyuito nets : there is a studio
for artists on board, while horses and dogs can be put up for
purpo:es of sport, and there is an ice-house for the con-
venienee of the cook. Tt cost over £10,000. The house-hoat
belonging to the Magdalen College, Oxford, is 82ft. long
and 18lt. wide, is beautifully finished and decorated, being
ornamented  with  gold serolls and  grotesque  figures  of
dolphins. It can accommodate 1,200 persons, and cost about
£2,500.

81. Which candidate for Parliamentary honours has
t .suffered the greatest number of defeats?

Mr. George Holloway, of Farm Hill, Stroud, who, in 1886,
was elected member jor Clouncestershire, Mid or Stroud
Division, had previously suffercd four defeats, having thrge
times 1.nsuccessfully contested the Borough of Stroud, and
once the Stroud Division of the county, namely, at the 1874
General Election, at a by-clection in_the Jollowing May,
and at the (leneral K'ections in 1880 and 1838%  FKive
other candidates fur Parliumentary honaurs have like-
wise suffered four defeats, namely, Henry Matthews, whe
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entered Parliament as member for Dungarvas, but on
three subsequent occasions unsuccessfully contested the
same seat, and was also an unsuccessful eandidate for North
Birmingham in 1885. 'W. Wren, who was elected for Walling-
ford in 1880, but unseated on petition, unsuccegsfully contestedo
Wigan in November, 1882, and North Lambeth a the Geaeral
Elections 1885 and 1886. S. Stern unsuccessfully contested o
Mid Surrey in 1880, and also a by-election in June, 1884,
the Tiverton Division of Devonshire in 1885, and Ipswich in
1886, W. S. Caine unsuccessfully contested Liverpool in 1873
and 1874, the Tottenham Division of Middlesex in 1885, and
Barrow in 1890. Sir J. Dorrington unsuccessfully contested
Stroud in February, 1874, was elected in May, 1874, but un-
seated on petition, and unsuccessfully contested the same
division in 1880, and the Cirencester Division in 1885,

82. Which dinner had the greatest number of eourses?

In April, 1890, a dinner was reported, at which two hundred
different dishes were put upon the table. Allowing four or
five dishes to each course, there must have been at this dianer
between forty and fifty separate courses, which is much the
greatest number on record. It was also stated that five of the
guests tasted every dish. A dinner of tifteen courses, costing £15
{Jer head, was given some time since at the Savoy Hotel, London,
vy two gentlemen, to ten old friends. 1t was presented in a
most elaborate manner, the dessert fruit being served from
trees on the table, and eleven different varieties of wines and
liqueurs were handed round during-the repast. Many* of the
Roman Emperors and citizens spent fabulous sums on their
principal meal, usually partaken of about six o'clock in the
evening. In the case of the Emperor Vitellius, the expenses
of his table, during eight months of his reign, were estimated
to have been five millions sterling, the cost of one of his meals
being put at £48,000.

83. Which are the most costly feathers in the world ?

The feather or tuft of feathers at the apex of the Prince of
Wales’s crown was taken from the tail of the feriwah, of the
bird of paradise species. These feathers are the only ones of
their kind, and are valued at £10,000. It togk twenty years
to get them, and caused the death of moré than''twenty
hunters before they were obtained. To get these tail feathers
in full beauty,” it itv necessary to pluck them from th»
living “bird, as instantly afte! death the plimage
becomes lustreléss. WHKat makes the prsuit of the feriwah
80 dangerous is that the bird always inhabits the haunts
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. of tigers, and seems to have some strange affinify to
those animals. For some time past numbers of men,
formerly employed at the cattle ranches of Buenos Ayres,
have taken to shooting the mirasol, a bird found in that

oprovince, its feathers being greatly in demand and very
valuable, fetching at least 2,500 dollars per kilo, which is
equivalent to about £220 per 1b. (ood ostrich feathers are
worth between £43 and £50 per 1b. A single teather of the
scarlet ibis is worth about £15, while the plumage of the sun-
bird is valued at the same amount. The ornamental feathers
imported into this country yearly exceed 800,000lb. in weight
and a million sterling in value. Some forty millions of
humming-birds, sun-birds, orioles, gulls, sea-birds, waxwings,
birds of paradise, and flycatchers are annually used through-
gut the countries of Europe for decorating women’s hats and

resses.

84. Has iron-rust ever been the cause of fire ?

‘When oxide of iron is placed in contact with timber excluded
from the atmosphere, and aided by a slightly increased
temperature, the oxide will part with its oxygen, and is
converted into very finely divided particles of metallic iron,
having such an affinity for oxygen that, when afterwards
exposed to the action of the atmosphere from any cause,
oxygen is so rapidly absorbed that these particles become
suddenly red-hot, and if in sufficient quantity will produce a
temperature far beyond the igmition point of dry timber.
Whlenever, for instance, iron pipes employed for the circulation
of any heated medium—ishether hot water, hot air or steam—
are allowed to become rusty in close contact with timber, the
mere expansion or contraction of the pipes may be sufficient
to raise the temperature to a sufficient height to bring

about fire. °
85. Which actress has played the greatest number of
parts ?

Amongst living actresses, Mrs. Kendal (Madge Robertson)
Bas pla‘}'ed the greatest number of parts. Like nearly all
ﬁrea.t players, Mrs. Kendal was born in the profession, and

egan to perform nearly as soon as she could walk and talk,
Her first appearance, at the age of four, was at Chute’s Theafze
at Bristol (whe.e her mother was acting) as an angel in “ Uncle
Tom’s Cabin.” ¢ Both my father and mother,” says Mrs.

endal, “ were on the stage; so were jmy grandfather and
grandmother ; so were my great-grandfather and great-grand-
mother ; so were my aunts and uncles, my great aunts and
uncles, my brothers and sisters, and my nephews and nieces.d
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Mrs.(Kendal in the course of her carecr has acted in all ’
descriptions of dramatic work, from tragedy to burlesque, and
excelled in all, though light comedy is tha% in which her talent
is universally recognised as supreme. MF¥s. Langtry has per-
formed the characters of some seventy-eight different personages
during her dramatic career. Miss Minnie Palmfer has appeared
most frequently in the same character, “ My Sweetheart,” a
piece which has had very long runs. ‘

86. What is the length of the longest ladder ever made ?

One hundred and fifty feet. The fire-escape ladders are the
longest made, and when extended to their full length reach to
heights ranging from sixty to a hundred and fifty feet. Those
in use by the London Fire Brigade consist of a main ladder,
the sides of which are strengthened with patent wire rope,
and fitted with an uninflammable trough of copper-wire
netting, in which persons may slide with ease and safety from
a window to the ground; a fly-ladder, jointed to the main
Jadder, along which it lies when not in use, and raised when
required by ropes and levers ; a third or detached piece called
the first-floor ladder, which, when not in use, is carried under
the main ladder, but can be jointed to the end of the fly-
ladder ; and a fourth piece known as the supplemental length,
which can be added when the greatest total height is required.
The whole is mounted on a light carriage with springs and
high wheels, and can be moved anywhere by two men. Ladders
in use by painters are in some cases of great length, and vary
from sixteen and twenty to one hundred feet. If greater
heights are required, two or more lédders are lashed together
by ropes. )

87. Which artist in this country has the most extensive
studio ?

The three largest studios in this country are those of Sir J.
E. Millais, Hubert Herkomer, and B. W. Leader. The studio
of Millais, at his residence, Kensington Palace (Gate, London,
is a vast, lofty room, lit by one enormous window. The artis.
géts to work carly in order to make the best use of daylight,
which he prefers, although the studio is fitted with the electric
light, which can be used when necessary. Mr. Leader’s studio
im-Lis house in Surrey is a magnificent room, aslarge asa small
house, and flooded with light from a window which occupies
almost the whole of one side. Mr, Leader has the reputation
of being a faster wocker than any other living artist. Tha
house Was built by Norman Shaw for.the late FrankuHoll,
from whom Mi¢ Leadet purchased it, and he subsequently

2
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added two iarge wings to the original structure. Professor
Herkomer’s studio is at Bushey, where he has established a
schaol ot art, and where he has more than one lofty studio of
gteat size. The house is full of art treasures and some
anarvellously cavved farniture and ornamentation. the work of
the actist’s tather and uncle, who ave both clever wood-carvers.

s« At Redcliffe (Gardens, Kensington, there is a long line of
studios almost a quarter of a mile long, all under one roof.
This is possibly the most extensive suite of artists’ studios in
the world.

88. Which coroner in the United Kingdom receives the
largest annual remuneration ?

Dr. Danford Thomas, coroner for the central district of the
County of London, whose salary has been fixed for the period
1892-1897 at £2,244 per annum.  The salary of Mr. Wynne K.
Baxter, coroner for EKast London, during the same period has
been fixed at £1,674 per annum. The salaries are re-adjusted
every five years, according to the nuumber of inquests held during
the previous qninguennial period, and are based on the rate
of thirty shillings per inquest ; such salaries, in lieu of fecs,
covering all the expenses of the otlice. The number of inquests
held yearly by the coroner for Central London during the
previous quinquennial period was 1,496. The Lord Chief
Justice (salary £8,000 per annum) is the principal coroner in
the kingdom, and may exercise jurisdiction in that capacity
in any part of England, but that part of his jurisdiction has
no special or separate salary attached to it. Therc are 253
coroners in KEngland and Wales. One hundred and ninety-
nine are count;” coroners. All boronghs with a population of
10,000 are entitled to one. In 1891 the total cost of inquests
amounted to £103,291, or £3 4s. 6. for each case reported
upon. Inquests were held over 32,027 bodies, 11,030 being
those of females.

89. Where is the most expensive fishing in this country ?

The fishings on the Tay belonging to Sir James T. S.
Richardson, of Pitfour, were let in one lot for the year
1892 to Mr. John Strachan, Errol, for £1,675. The fishings
on the Tay and Earn belonging to the Karl of Wemyss and
March were let for the season of the same ycar by public roud®
at Perth, when tiic highest letting was the fishing at (iirnal
for £290. The whole of such fishings for the sgason of 1890
were let for £1,601, while for the season’of 1892 they only
brough* £1,266, or a decrease of £335. The, whole of the
fishings in Scotland bring in a rental ot between £90,000 and
£100,000 per annum.  The 360 tons of salmon caught annually
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in England and Wales are commercially worth €111 a ton;
the 3,200 tons caucht in Ireland, £110 a ton ; the 2,800 tons
caught in Scotland, £107 a ton. ILondon consumes nearly
one-third of the total quantity of our salinon fishery. The
total consumption of British and imported s#lmon in London
is over 5,000 tons every year, or about 3lb. per inhabitant.

90. Has a legless cyelist ever lived ?

A seaman, named James Macintosh, suffered so severely in
the Arctic regions, while on a voyage some years ago with the
Dundee whaler Chieftain, that he was obliged to have both
his legs amputated. Notwithstanding his loss of limbs he was
able to ride on a tricycle, and in 1889 made a journey from
Broughty Ferry, Scotland, to the Paris Exhibition, doing the
land portion of the journey on his tricycle. He travelled vid
London, Dover, and Calais, and took three weeks to accomplish
the distance. Mr. F. Tyler, of the Clarendon University
Press, Oxford, had his legs amputated some eighteen years
ago, and for fifteen years has used a tricycle, working the
wheels by handles. '

91. What is the amount of the biggest legacy bequéathed
to an animal ?

Two hundred guineas a year, which EliZabeth Orby Hunter,
of Upper Seymour Street, London, widow, bequeathed to her
parrot, which she described as her “faithful companion of
twenty-five years.” The bequest was carefully guarded against
fraud or misappropriation, and elaborate provisions were made
for its comfort and guardianship. Mrs. Funter directed
twenty guineas to be expended on a large and lofty
cage for her parrot. Frederick Harper left £200 a year to
hid “young black cat.” The Count of Miradola bequeathed
a considerable legacy to a pet carp. Dr. Christiano,
of Venice, left 6,000 florins for the maintenance of his
three dogs, with a condition that at their death the
sum should revert to the University of Vienna. M#r Berkdly,
of Knightsbridge, who died in 1850, left £32 to his four dogs,
who were descended from"one which had protected him and
.gaved his life. He also ordered that the busts of these four
dogs should be carved in stone, and placed at the fpur corners
of his tomb. A bequest of an opposite character was one of
£20,000 By zn old, lady at Witmington, Connecticut, to be
used‘in the suppression of *the, pernicions habit of keeping
dogs” ; the money to be used in repainting the h¥uses of
residents in the town who could prove that they had not had a
dog for two years, ¢ ¢
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. 9
'92. Which®lady of title in this country is a practical
compositor ?

Princess Louise of* Battenberg, under the instruction of her
husband, has acquired the art of type-setting, and is very ex-
%pert at it. Lady Colin Campbell is also an expert cowmpositor,
and Ras set tip the type for several of her literary produc-

* tions for private cirgulation. The late Lady Brassey was very
expert as a compositor. Madame de Stael, wife of Baron de
Stael, who, about a century ago, was such a distinguished
leader in French literary and political circles, stated that what
she was most proud of was the fact that she had acquired
seventeen trades (one bein% that of a compositor), by any one
of which she could make a livelihood. In Edinburgh printing
offices there are over 300 female compositors,

93. How many different languages are spoken in Europe ?

There are 587 different languages spoken in Europe, though
philologists look upon numbers of these as merely variations
or dialects of about fifty distinet languages which they credit
Europe with possessing. The number of persons speaking
the seven principal European languages in 1801 and 1890 is
as follows :—

1801. 1890.
English ........... aeenees 20,520,000 ............... 111,100,000
French .... 31,450,000 51,200,000
German .... 30,320,000 75,200,000
Russian ... 30,770,000 735,000,000
Spanish . 20,190,000 42,800,000
TtaMan 122070,000 33,400,000
Portuguese .. ......... . 7,480,000 13,000,000

J
The majority of the languages of Europe are derived from
the Indo-European or Aryan, the Teutonic branch including
German, English, Dutch, Flemish, Swedish, Norwegian, 8nd
Danish ; the Slav branch including Russian, Polish, Czech,
Slovak, Serb, Croat, Slovenian, and Bulgarian; the Celtic
including Welsh, Breton, Irish, Gaelic, Celtic, and Manx ; the
Roimancegincluding French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and
Roumanian. The non-Aryan languages are those of the
Magyars, Finns, Tartars, Turks, Cirdassians, and Maltesc.

94, When did the first Parliament meet in this country ?® *

Parliam&nt derives its origin from the Witenagemot, or
great council of our Saxon Kings, the earliest mee%gs of which’
aregrecorded as taking plage in the reigh of King Iva of
Wessexs(688-727). Betyeetf A.D. 800 anbl] the Copquest, many
of these national councils met at Winchester.  William the
Congqueror, in the fourth ygar of his reign, ;s.ummonegl, by the
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adv}ce of his barons, a council of noble and wice men, and
twelve were returned out of every county to show what the
customs of the kingdom were ; but this| assembly, though, in
the opinion of Lord Hale, it was *as sufficient and eftectual a
Parliament as ever was held in England,” bore ljttle resemblance
to o legal summons of the commonalty as an estate nf the
realm. After the summoning of several councils for specific,.
purposes,in which the principle of representation was more
or less distinetly recognised, at length, during the reign of
Henry ITL. (1265), writs were issued to the sheriffs, directing
them to return two knights for each county, and two
citizens or burgesses for every city and bhorough, to meet at
‘Winchester ; and this, says May, in his “ History of Parliament
and its Procedure,” was the first clear recognition of the
Commons as an estate of the realm in Parliament. The 22nd
day of Jannary, 1265, was, therefore, the date of the first
meeting of Parliament in this country—that is, a Parliament
in which the House of Commons consisted of representatives
cluly elected by the people.

95. Which individual is eredited with wearing a difterent
suit of clothes every day ?

Prince George of Prussia, cousin of the Kmperor, is an
elderly gentleman, who takes no part in the fashionable show
of the world, but has a mania for wearing a different suit of
clothes every day of his life. Unlike the rest of his illustrious
family, he detests nnitorm, and never appears in one if he can
possibly help it. The Prince of Wales is one of the best-dressed
men in Earope. His wardrobe has a different suit of clothes for
every day of the ycar, and a carefnl inventory of his articles
of dress showed him to he possessed of no fewer than four
hupdred pairs of trousers.  In the reign of James T., that
monarch and his courtiers are sud to have set the fashion of
appearing in a new garb almost every day.  The Duke of Fife
never wears the same clothes twice in the same weck. The
most expensively-dressed man in the Iate House of Commons
was Mr. Hulse. His shirt and collar bill was said $o amount
to £300 per annum. The Duke of Portland spends £300 a
ygal: llupon his underclothing, as everything he wears is made
ef silk.

©
96. What is the most curious material out of which a
wedéing-ring has been made ?
Arflongst the curiosities of wedding-rings, it is o reford
that in the eairly da¢s in this counfry rings were made of
rushes. Peihaps the most curious material used for rings
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required on*in emergency is the case of one being hurriedly
made by cutting it out of the finger of a glove, and another
cut out of a visitingtard. Many cases are on rccord of rings
niade of brass and iron being used, as also curtain-rings and
dloor - keys beimg pressed 1nto service at weddings. 'The
Quak®rs and* Swiss Protestants do not use rings at their

smarriage cercmonies, The Irish people have a strong objection
to any but gold rings. In St. Kilda wedding-rings are made
of worsted. The women of the Upper Bayanzi, on the Congo,
wear their wedding-rings around their necks. These rings are
made of thick brass rods, which are made into great rings and
strongly welded together. The more wealthy the husband the
heavier the ring ; in some cases they weigh 301b.

97. In whieh heathen temple is the most ancient idol ?

In the temple of Mecca, wherein is a square stone edifice,
which, by tradition, is said to have been built by Abraham and
his son Ishmacl. 1t is this part of the temple, known as the
(‘aaba, which is principally reverenced by the Mohammedans,
and t3 which they always direct their prayers. The edifice is
mdisputably extremely ancient, and its original use and the
name of its builder are lost in a cloud of traditions. The
Mohammedans aftirm that it is almost coeval with the world,
and that Adam set it up after his expulsion from Paradise.
After Adam’s death, his son Seth built a house of the same
form, which, heing destroyed by the flood, was rebuilt by
Abraham and Tshmael after the same model. In the corner
next the door on the ehst side is the “black stone,”
the most celebrated idol amongst Mohammedans. This
stone is sct in silver, and, according to the Moslcms, was
one of the precious stones of Paradise which fell down to
the earth with Adam, and, being taken up again, or otRer-
wise preserved at the Decluge, was brought back by the
Angel Gabriel to Abraham when be was building the Caaba.
It was at tivst whiter than milk, but became black by the sins
of enankind, or rather by the touches and kisses of so many
people, the surface onlybeing black, the interior part still 1cmain-
ing white. This stone has been the ohject of idolatrous worship
from the most remote times to the prosent day. The outsidg o
of the Cagba isgeovered with rich damask, changed every
year, which is provided by the Turkish rulers. The covering
for the Caaba sent by the ®ultan to Mecca was valued at
£15,000, and that sent by, the Khedive *of Egypt £14,600.
Pilgring who have performed the holy gourney o the (aaba
and kissed its ancient idol never omit to add the proud title »
of Hadj to thp,ir name, 9 .
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98, has a marriage of dolls ever been celebrated ?

Such a marriage was some years age celebrated by the
direction of Nawab Sultan Nawaz Jung, one of the best
known of the noblemen at the Nizam of Hyderabad's
capital. The whole of his household were busily occupied for:
a week at the celebration. The ceremony was conducted’with
great splendour, and was got up for the pleasure of the grand-
daughter of the Nawab, a child seven year$ of age. A marriage
of dolls takes place yearly in Venice, with great ceremony and
public rejoicing. Another doll ceremony is carried out
annually at Douai, a small town in France, on the first Sunday
after the 6th of July, when a family of immense dolls
promenade the streets. The father, named Gayant, wears a
complete costume of an ancient knight ; he is 22ft. iligh, and
his body is a wicker-work frame ; his movements are con-
trolled by men concealed in the framework of his legs. This
wicker-work doll is accompanied by his wife, Marie Cagenon ;
she is 20ft. high, and wears the costume of the Court of
Marguerite de Valois ; three children are with them, a son,
12ft. high, and two daughters, 10ft. and 8ft. high respectively.

99. In which thunderstorm was the greatest number of
flashes of lightning ?

In that thunderstorm which occurred on the 6th of June,
1889, when, as reported by Mr. Sowerby Wallis in the quarterly
journal of the Meteorological Society, there were 1,244 distinct
flashes of lightning in the two hours ending with 11 p.m. on
that day. According to Professor ¥ymons, F.R.S. (colkeague of
Mr. Sowerby Wallis), this is the greatest frequency of lightning
Hashes on record. Professor Symons said that, in the storm
on the 28th June, 1892, “ the total number of Hlashes between
8.3¢ and 10.30 p.m. was 902, or only three-fourths of the
number in 1889 ; but for several minutes, about 10 p.m., the
number exceeded twenty per minute, and in two or three
instances reached twenty-five per minute. With the bronto-
meter I have only to press a key and obtain, not merely the
total number of flashes, but the time, true to a single second,
at which each occurred.” «

.100. What is the best method of planting trees ?

The reason why so many trees planted in®this céuntry fail
%o thrive ig owing to the carelessness with which-the planting
operation 1s berfonned. The sdil at the bottom of the hole
into Which the tree is to be put shou'd be loosened and room
made for all the root fibres. The tiee® after a small quantity
of mould has been shovelled in, shquld he moved gently up-
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"wards and dewnwards, to insure the fibres being covered,‘and
then the remaining mould filled in. Another most important
point is to afford the? tree, until it has established itself, some
psotection against the power of the sun. “I have,” says a
nurseryman, * Elantcd several thousands of trees during the last
Ten years, and hdve seldom been called upon to replace one that
has died. The success is the result of a very simple but
seldom-failin% precaution. When the tree is planted, a piece
of wood, not less than three inches wide, and high enough to
reach the lowest brauches, should be driven into the ground
just south of the tree. This keeps the sun off it during two-
thirds of the day, and prevents the sap and bark being burned
up before new roots have been formed. Anyone adopting this
lan will be certain to have success with his trees, no matter
how poorly they look when first planted.”

101. Where is the largest toy factory in the world ?

The largest toy factory in the world is in New York, where

laythings in tin are manufactured literally by the million.
i’t stapds five stories high, and turns out 1,607 distinct varieties
of tin toys. No. 1in the catalogue is a tin horse ; 1,607 a tin
menagerie. The output of circular tin whistles 1s twelve
wmillion per annum. 7To make a tin horse twelve inches long,
dies have to be cast costing £600. Jumeau, of PParis, makes 2,000
dolls aday, nearly all of considerable size ; every ycar France
exports toys to the value of three millions sterling, chiefly dolls ;
of which toy in various sizes 26 millions are estimated to be
manufacpured and sold in Europe annually. Toys are imported
to England chiefly from (ermany and Holland, the former
country sending us an annual supply of the average value of
£320,000 ; that from Holland being worth £125,000 ; from
France, £90,000; and that from Belgium over £70,000.
Nuremberg, in Bavaria, is the great centre of the Gerthan
manufactures of this kind, whence come what are known as
“Dutch ” toys. All the tin soldiers, packed in wooden boxes,
produced in Germany come from Sonneberg, in the Duchy of
Sake-Meiningen.

102, How many Bills have been® passed by both Houses
of Parliament to which the ‘Royal Assent” has.,
begn refiged ? \ ¢

The last occasion when this power of veto was exercised
wag in 1707, when (?ueen Amne refused hgr as®ent to a Bill
for® settling the militia i Scotland. In former timas the
refusal’of the Royal assedt was a commordoceurreace ; the words

used on such occasions being “ La Reine 'avisera.” William *
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IIT, in 1693, refused assent to the Bill for triedhial Parlia-
ments, and in the same year to another Bill known as the
“ Place Bill,” the object of which was to éxclude all holders of
offices of trust and profit under the Crown from the House 8t
Commons. This last refusal was followed by the Commons
resolving that * whoever advised the King not t¢ assent fo the
Act, which was to redress a grievance, was an enemy to His “
\Iajeety and the kingdom.” An address conformable to the
resolution was presentcd to His Majesty by the whole House.
The King returned a polite answer to parts of the address, but
took no notice of what was said about the rejection of the "Bill.
It was subsequently moved in the Commons, *“ That applica-
tion be made to His Majesty for a further answer,” but the
motion was negatived by 229 to 28.

102. In what part of the United Kingdom is a measure
called a “blue” in use ?

In Wales. In 1891 a deputation of Welsh licensed viec-
tuallers waited upon the President of the Board of Trade to
ask that this measure called a “blue,” which contains. two-
thirds of a pint, and is universally used in Wales, should be
legalized. The President held out no hope that this would be
done as he opserved that if such measures as “blues” were
lemlm,d for Wales, Londoners would ask for *“threes” to be
lefra,h/ed and other districts in various parts of the kingdom
would unmedmtely come forward in favour of their particular
local customary measures, which would lead to great confusion

and possible fraud. e
104. Has any man had his own sta.tue prepared while he
was alive ?

The late Mr. Barnum, the “Prince of TTumbugs,” is entitled
to Shis distinction. The statue is of bronze, “about 7ft. in
hecight, and represents him scated in o great arm-chair. It was
made 1In Europe, on his personal ordor, and, on arrival in
America, in 15887, from Bremen, was packed away in one of
the great storage warehouses of New York, with instructidons
that no one should be permitted to sce it until after his death.
Tn the Friedrichstrasse, Berlin, is a show which contains a
fptue in bronze of Mr. \detlmrst the chief of the Ultra-
montane party. Ile is represented life- size, geated in an arm-
chair, and holding the manuscript of a specch in his hand. The
Popc intends €0 liave his own mosument made. Tt is to consist
of a lerge sepulchml urn, npon which will be a life-size statue
of hlmsclt At cithergide are two colgssal statues of Religion
aud Justice. The statues are of Clartara lll.l!‘h'(‘ and tlic urn of
porphyry, The wotk will take threeycars, aud w;lj 03t £5,000,
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*105. Have plants ever been worshipped ? ’

Large numbers of plants have been worshipped amongst the
nations of the East, including the lily, the myrtle, and the
onion, the latter having been an object of worship amongst the
Lgyptians. Thg Jains, a religious sect, very numerous in
Bombay, worship five grades of life: first, trees and plants;

«second, worms; third, ants and crecping things; fourth,
winged creatures ; and f{ifth, all higher animals. In the Tonga
Islands of the Pacific Ocean the natives lay offerings at the
foot of particular trees, with the idea of their being inhabited
by spirits. The Talein of Burmah, before they cut down a tree,
offer prayers to its “kaluk,” or inhabiting spirit; and the
Siamese offer cakes and rice to the takhicn-treo before they
fell it, and believe the inhabiting nymphs or mothers of trees
pass into guardian-spirits of the boats built of the wood. In
Ceylon the Bo-trec is found in the precinets of every Buddhist
temple. At Anarajapoora there is one of these trees of
peculiar sanctity, to which thousands annually repair to offer
prayers for health and prosperity.

106. In which Parliamentary election has a member been
returned with the greatest majority ?

In the 1892 election for the Welsh Borough of Merthyr
Tydvil, when Mr. D. A. Thomas, who was returued at the
head of the poll, had a majority over his Conservative
opponent of 9,641 votes. Mr. W. P. Morgan, the junior
member for Merthyr Tydvil, had a majority of 9,452 votes over
the Conservative, Mr. F. T Williams, who polled 2,301 against
the 11,918 of Mr. Thomas and the 11,756 of Mr. Morgan.
During this General Election there have been three other
party majorities of over 5,000, namecly, in the Romford
Division of Essex, where Mr. Theobald polled @724
against his opponeut’s 1,200, giving him a majority of
5,524 ; West Monmouthshire, where Mr. E. M. Warmington
polled 7,019 against his opponent’s 1,709 (curiously the same
tigures differently arranged), giving him a majority of 5,310; and
Swansea District, where Mr. Vivian polled 5,959 votes against
his opponent’s 923, giving him a Inajority of 5,036. At the
City of London election the majorities of Sir R. IIanson audy
Mr. A. G H. Gils were 6,245 and 5,051 respectively, but hofiu
clected and unsuccessful candidates were Conservatives. In
the 1885 Gencral Election gir R. N. Fowler hgaded the poll
fos the City of London with 12,827 voted, or 7,010 msjority
over Ias Liberal oppogent, Mr. Stephgn P. Lqw, who polled
5,817 votes:

‘ 6
. » . .
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107.\What is the highest price ever paid for an arm-,
chair? ¢

Forty thousand pounds, being the cost of the arm-chair pre-
sented by the City of Augsburg to the Emperor Rudolphus II.,
of Germany, about the year 1575. The chair, which is of steel,
took the artist about thirty years to make. [The large com-
partment at the back of it represents Nebuchadnezzar asleep ;
the statue about which he dreamed is standing before him ;e
and just adjoining is a representation of the King on his
throne and Daniel before him explaining the dream. The
chair became the property of Count Tessin, Ambassador
from the Court of Sweden to the English Court.
Gustavus Brander afterwards bought it as an antique for
1,800 guincas, and sold it to the KFarl of Radnor for
600 guineas. An ivory arm-chair, presented to Gustavus
Vasa by the City of Lubeck, was sold in 1825 to the Swedish
Chamberlain for 58,000 tlorins, or upwards of £4,800. Some
time ago a number of chairs, formerly owned by celebrated
men and collected as relics, were sold by auction, and brought
the following prices : Shakespeare’s, £120 ; Gay’s, £30 ; Theo-
dore Hook’s, £19; Bulwer Lytton’s, £13; Anne Boleyn’s,
£10 10s.; Charles IL’s, £10; Mrs. Siddons’s, £7; Pope’s,
£5 10s. ; Mrs. Browning’s, £5; Thackeray’s, £3 10s. ; Walter
Savage Landor’s, £3 10s. ; Lord Byron’s, £2 10s. ; Sir Walter
Raleigh’s, £2. A Birmingham firm has made a beautiful
cut crystal chair for an Indian rajah. It is composed
of crystal columns and pieces with polished facets, and is
covered by a crystal dome or canopy, which is lighted beneath
by three incandescent electric lamps. 1ts cost was £300.

108. Did a duel ever take place on a tight-rope ?

In Dublin, at the beginning of this century, there were two
rivn,ls in the art of rope-dancing, a Frenchman named Perote,
and an Italian, Signor Sarfuico, who, after trying in every way
to outvie each other, agreed to perform together in a “dance of
friendship.” The two men on the rope were in the full dress
of the period, with lace ruffles, bag-wigs, and swords. Signor
Sarfuico, in beginning, seemed to have some difficulty with
his fcet, which Perote ,perceiving, caused him to make
some remark which aroused the Italian’s anger, who raised

<Lhis hand as if to strike; the same instant Perote’s rapier
was drawn, and before the audience cluld comprehend
that they had quarrelled, Sartuico’s sword was out also,
and the two® wereq thrusting # each other on the tight-
rope.® Both wecre good swordsmen, but Perote was Fhe
better of the ¢wo. He warded off the Ttalian’s thrusfs with
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-his raper, till Sarfuico, making one desperate lifhge,
received a b¥ck-stroke which threw him off his balance, and
at the same time ,attempted to grapple with his enemy.
Down he went, and® down went Perote, and there was the
Italian hanging on to the rope by his feet and the Frenchman
dolding on to it by both hands, when the latter, with a face
of tritmph, cried : “ Look, ladies and gentlemen, at the straps

~attached to his shoe-heels and passed over the rope! There
is how he has made himself safe, and dared to pretend he
surpassed me, whose life was spent on the rope, and whose
great-great-grandfather performed before Henry IV.” By this
time the spectators had rushed with ladders and feather-beds
and got both men safely down. Sarfuico’s exposure, however,
prevented his further success, and he quickly disappeared from
the city.

109. Which published book has the greatest number of
publishing firms on its title-page ?

“Elegant Extracts,” a book which iu our grandfathers’ days
was regarded as one of those works that no gentleman’s
librarp should be without, and which, with its sententious
introduction and 1its arbitrary division of literature into
“moral,” “classical,” ‘‘didactic,” * sentimental,” ete., has
afforded material for the derision of latter-day writers. The
edition, in three bulky volumnes, of “Elegant Extracts,’
issued in 1822-24, bears on the title-pages the names of no
fewer than fifty-five publishing firms (the list varies in the
several volumes, but not in any way worthy of particular
notice), @nd among them are Messrs. C. and J. Rivington,
Longman and Co., Hatchard and Son, Whittaker, and
Sim{»kin and, Marshall.  The report on the scicntific results
of the voyage of Her Majesty’s ship Challenger, published
by order of Her Majesty's Government, and printed $or
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, has on its title-page the names
of twelve publishing firms. It consists of forty-eight
volumes ; the utmost extent to which the Government will
bear the expense. The first forty-seven volumes weigh over
400lb., and contain 27,650 pagzes of letterpress; 2,662 litho-
ﬁraphic and chromo-lithographic pYates; 413 maps, charts,

iagrams, and numerous woodcuts. .

110. Has asnavig#ble river in this country ever been put

up for sale by auetio'p ? . .

This was the case in April, 1892, when, 8u the 5th of £hat
month, @t the City of JLondon Auctiog Mart,,Tokenhouse
Yard, what was described as an important and valuable pro-
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perty, the whole of the River Ouse navigation, with all $ne
rights of levying tolls as authorized by Acts of Parliament,
was put up for public sale before a latge attendance. The
improvement of the navigation of this historic river, with the
right of levying tolls from St. Ives, in Huntingdonshire, to the
county town of Bedford, a distance of abont thirty-onemiles,
is authorized by statute, some of the Acts of Parliament,
extending so far back as 1663. The biddings began with an
offer of £2,500 and closed at £5.200; but the auctioneer, on
behalf of the vendors, withdrew the property, which was
bought in for £6,000.

111. What is the hardest substance stitched through by a
sewing-machine ?

According to the Chicago ‘Journal of Commerce,’ a sewing-
machine has been invented which stitches easily and
rapidly through layers of leather five-eighths of an inch in
thickness, this having been accomplishied on a first exhibitory
trial ; in a second trial, stitches were made evenly
and rapidly through a picce of bird’s-eye .maple
three-eighths of an inch thick ; and in a third test, the still
more remarkable feat was achieved, namely, that of stitching
through a layer of brass onc-eighth of an inch thick placed
between pieces of leather. A remarkable resistance was
overcome by a Singer machine, which weighed 1 ton
15cwt. It succeeded in sewing driving-belts consisting of
twenty layers of hard cotton canvas with coatings of cement
between the layers, and carried two needles, so as to make two
rows of stitching simultancously.” That was not the largest
machine ever made by the Singer Manufacttiring Company,
one machine, specially constructed for wide heltihg, but some-
what thinner than that just referred to, weighing no less than
four tons. The number of machines in use throughout the
world is about eight millions —(Giermany produees 50,000 yearly.
The total annual output has been estimated at two and a half
millions, sufticient to supply one to every three hundred of tha
population of the globe. ’

112. Where is the biggtest aquarium in the world ?

¢ The three largest aquariums in the world are those at
Brighton, Hamburg, and Paris. The Brighton *Aquariu.x,
‘which takes the lead, has forty-one tanks, containing all
varieties of fish, {rom the stickleback to the sturgeon. Its
area is 715ft, in Jength by 10ufi in breadth. Some of *the
tanks ave of Yast capacity.” There is'one in particular, which
contuins 110,000 gallons of water, and has a plate-giuss frout,
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. J
“through witich the habits of very large fish may be studied.
The Hamburg Aqugrium is nearly the same size as that at
Brighton. The Paris Aquarium, belonging to the French
Acclimatisation Society, in the Bois de Boulogne, is fifty yards
«in length by abaut twelve in breadth, and contains forty tanks.
Casthe Garden, New York, is about to be transformed into an

» aquarium, which is to have 150 tanks for smaller fish,
while there are to he gigantic pool or pond tanks for sharks
and other large and dangerous fish.

113. How many pairs of gloves are used in this country
every year ?

Between thirty-six and thirty-seven million pairs of gloves,
or, as nearly as possible, a pair of gloves per head of popula-
tion annually ; which means a very considerable number of
pairs amongst the glove -wearing population of the kingdom.
More than half the gloves used in the United Kingdom ave
imported ; the number of pairs and value of imported gloves
in the years 1860 and 1890 being as follows :—

Pairs. Value.
1860 ... 5,318,397 . coeerreennnns £576,354
1890 ... 19,541,772 .. ........ . 1,749,739

Worcester is the most important centre of the British glove
trade, and there many of the principal firms of glove-
makers have large manufactories, but many women look to
“gloving” for a livelihood in Hertfordshire, Oxfordshire,
(tloucestershire, Devonshire, Somersetshire, and Dorset-
shire. The largest glove manufacturing firm in Great
Britain *is Messrs. Dent @nd Co., who give employment to
over 15,000 persons.

114. What is the highest price ever paid for a cricket
bat ? .
The highest-priced bat was made for presentation to the late
Duke of Clarence. It was of walnut, mounted with silver and
Inghly ornamented, and cost between forty and fifty guineas.
The prices of the best playing bats range from twenty-one to
twenty-five shillings, but prices from 50 to 100 per cent. higher
are frequently paid to professionals? for such bats with which
they have made good scores. All first quality English bats
are made of the Qest willow wood to be found in this counti®,”
no other®wood Tiaving the requisite lightness and tough-
ness. The wood must Dbe, well scasoned, apd it is not
urgommon for a large maker to purchase two thqusand
sounds’ worth of willow‘at one tige to be kept for a
ew years before being used, so that it may be thoroughly |

well seasoned. *
» L]
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115. Who is the best paid University profesgor in this
eountry ? R

The best paid University professor in the United Kingdom
is Alexander Crum_Brown, M.D., Professor of Chemistry in,
the University of Edinburgh, receiving from Government
stipend, college allowance, and fees paid by students, £3,450 ,
a year ; and at the same University Sir William Turner, M.B,,
Professor of Anatomy, receives from the same sources £3,000 ;
William Rutherford, M.D., Professor of Medicine, £2,581 ;
James Cossar Ewart, M.D., Professor of Natural History,
£2,409 ; William Swmith Greenfield, M.D., Professor of Path-
ology, £2,351 ; Thomas R. Fraser, M.D., Professor of Materia
Medica, £2,235; Isaac Bayley Balfour, Professor of Botany,
£2,189; and at Glasgow University, John Cleland, M.D., LL.D.,
Professor of Anatomy, receives from these various sources
£2,223 a year. Not only do these professors receive high emolu-
ments, hut they are entitled to pensions, cstimated not upon
the basis of their salaries, but upon that of their total emolu-
ments, which include the fees they receive from the students,
an indeterminate amount, which might run up from year tc
year. The total payments to Fellows and professors at the
Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, and Dublin, with their
average yearly salaries, are as follows :—

Number of Fellows

and Professors. Salaries. Average.

Oxford ......coec.ee 227 S
Cambridge ......... 483 .......
Trinity, Dublin ... 59 .............

116. Where is the largest bishop;s diocese in the world ?

That of the Falkland Islands, over which the Right Rev.
Waite Hockin Stirling has been appointed bishop. The Falk-
land Islands themselves cover an area of only 7,600 square
miles ; but the bishop has spiritual superintendence over all
the clergy and congregations of the Church of England in
South America, except British Guiana, which covers 120,000
square miles. The Falkland Islands diocese extends over
7,291,097 square miles on the mainland, or, in all, over 7,298,697
square miles. The Church of England bishopric of Mackenzie
. River, in North America, has an area of 600,000 square miles
—-nearly five times as large as the whole "of Grest Britain
and Ireland, which is 121,115 square miles. But the population
numbers oftly 5,000 : the Church «f England population, 1,000,
The Missionary-Bishop of Mid-China, of the Church -of
England, has 2 populction of 100 w'llions ; its Missicnary-
Bishop of North-China, o poimlation of 70 millions, in an area
of 498,483 square miles. In the North-West, Territory of
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Canada the diocese of the Bishop of Saskatchewan and
Calgary has an areas of 300,000 square miles, or more than
deuble the area of this country. The diocese of Saskatchewan
gnd Calgary extends over 1,000 miles, from Lake Winnipeg on
the east to the Rocky Mountains on the west. The diocese
~of St. David’s is the largest in England and Wales, and
includes the entire counties of Brecon, Cardigan, Carmarthen,
Pembroke and Radnor, with part of Glamorgan.

117. Where is there a newspaper published entirely in
verse ?

In the State of Kansas, in the United States of America,
the ‘Williston Journal’ has a lady editor, Mrs. Elizabeth
Wilson, who writes all her editorials in rhyme. Some of the
American papers employ “poets” on thé advertising staff.
The *poet” will turn oft at a few minutes’ notice a *“sonnet®
on a corset, or a ballad on a new blacking for boots. A
dollar a line is often paid for a clever advertisement in this
style.s Probably the most extraordinary journal in the world
is published weekly at Athens, under the editorship of Georg
Souris. It is entirely written in verse, even the advertisements
being cast in the poetic form ; and it is so popular, withal, as to
remove Greece from the category of places where this sort of
thing is a drug in the market. Nor is it mere doggerel, but
verse which is always artistic, and which is often powerful.
Several correspondents have sent us copies of this newspaper
curiositya It consists of fpur pages of double columns (size,
10in. by 8in.), and now and then is illustrated by comic
woodcuts. .

118. Which Board school in the United Kingdom has the
greatest number of scholars ? *

The South Hornsey Board School, which, according to the
Report of the Committee of Council on Education, has accom-
mqdation for 2,532 scholars, is the largest Board school in the
United Kingdom. The Akbey Schonl, West Ham, has an
average attendance of 1,743, and earns a Govetnment grant
amounting to £1,590 11s. 6d. for the year. Next comes the
Ben Jonson Boapd School, Harford Street, Stepney, East®
London, %hich Was formerly the largest. It -has now an
average attendance of 1,688, with accommodat'gn_ for 2,075
and received as its anhual grant +£1,572 14s. 6d.
Page ,Green School, Tottenham, - Middlesex, ha¥ an
average attendance of 1,681, though Maving adcommodation
for only 1,656, and |received as its annual grant
£1,6)9 7s. The largest denominational sehool is the Jewish
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TFree School, Bell Lane, Spitalfields, with an average atten-
dance which exceeds that of any scho¢l assisted by Parlia-
mentary grant — 3,126 — with accommodation for 4,177.
The school receiving a_grant which is next to this in sizg
belongs to the Elswick Works, at Newcastle-on-Tyne, with an
average attendance of 2,297, and accommodation for 2,759, ,,
obtaining a grant of £2,102 0s. 2d. ’

119. Has a vessel ever been built of aluminium ?

A steam launch built of aluminium was constructed
by Messrs. Escher, Wyss, and Co., of Zurich, The exterior
of the vessel, which is 20ft. long by 5ft. wide, is for the most
part polished, and the consequent smoothness gives the crait
a considerably greater speed than could be obtained from a
steel or wooden launch of the same dimensions and engine-
power. The vessel is built entirvely of aluminium, even to the
engines and screw propeller, and is the first vessel that has
been built of the lizht, ductile, silver-white “metal of the
future:” The launch is driven by a two horse-power navhtha
motor. The utilization of this metal has rendered the vessel
at least 25 per cent. lighter than an ordinary launch of the
same size would be. Another vessel, a sailing yacht, with a
length of 32ft. and 8ft. beam, has been contracted for with a
Leith builder, to be constructed of the same metal. The
largest aluminium works in the United Kingdom are at
Battersea, where it is produced by a certain process from
cryolite and sodium—the former mineral being brought from
GUreenland, where it is to be obtained in inexhaustible
quantities. ‘

120, What is a *‘ sun pillar > ?

An instance of this rare and beautiful phenomenon, known
as a sun pillar, was secn by Miss Annie Lea, of Lutterworth,
on the 5th of March, 1892, just as the snn was sinking behind
a thick layer of stratus cloud. A bank of “dust haze” formed
a background to the clouds. When the appearance was first
seen, about three-fourths qf the solar disc was below the edge
of the cloud bank. From the upper part of the disc rose a

avyertical column of light, resembling an inverted obelisk : the
tip restingon the rim of the sun. The colnn wassabout five
degrees high, and its upper end was lost in the clouds. It
was orangé 1ed in_colour below, and yellowish white above.
The displa lasted for some minntes after the sun sank, ‘out
gradually faded awayx The pillar is¢sometimes seen"in the
morning above the rising sun, and occasionally the conical
end is yopermost., The phenomedon has never been satis-
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factonl y exPlained. Tt has been suggested that its resemblance
to an Ligyptian obelisk may be other than accidental. The
City of On, or Hsliopolis, where these obelisks were so
nlimerous, was devoted to the worship of the sun.

L]

121, Has a woman ever been elected a bank director ?

At the annual meeting in 1891 of the First National Bank
of Auroia, in the State of New York, Miss Emily Howland, of
Sherwood, was elected a member of the board of directors.

The contloller said that he “knew of no objection to a woman
serving as a director if qualified.” Miss Howland, sister of
the Hon. William Howland, is a woman of wealth and
intelligence, has travelled extensively, and has always managed
her own business affairs. Mrs. Louise B. Stephens succeeded
her husband as director in the First National Bank of Marion,
Towa. The oldest banker in the United States is a female—
Mrs. Deborah Powers, senior partner in the bank of D. Powers
and Son, Lansingburgh.

122. Which member of the present Parliament has
taken part in the greatest number of con-
tested elections ?

Sir Francis Sharp Powell, Bart., of Horton Old Hali,
Bradford, and Cambridge Square, Hyde Park, London, member
for Wlwan He has taken part in sixteen contested e]ectwns,
ha.vmtr fought eight successfully and eight unsuccessfully.
The sixteen contested elections were as follows :-—

Unsucgessful Successful.
Wigan .. .... 1852 Wigan ...  ............... 1857
Wigan .. .. 1854 Cambridge . ......... .... 1863
Wigan .. .. 1859 Cambridge . ilSﬁ:'»
Lambudge . ... 1868 Yorkshire (N.-W. Rldm") 872
Stalybridge . 1871 Wigan
Yorkshire (N.-W. Ki1imng) . 1874 ‘Wigan
Manchester . . 1876 ‘Wigan
Yorkslnre (N. W, Rldmu) . 1880 Wigan

Havmg been elected fm Wigan in 1881, Sir I l’m\ cll was
unscated on petition.

123. Which marksman in a shooting competition has
scbred e greatest number of consecutxve
bull’s-eyes ?

@aptain Fremantle and I eutenant Oxley, in ]891 at Disley,
while shootiug for England in the Ekho (,ll:slluwc Shield
Competition, each scored fifteen consecutive bull’s-eyes. Mr.
Love, firing for Scotland 4n the same shqoting corgpetition,
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also scored fifteen consecutive bull's-eyes ; while Captains
Foulkes and Gibbs each scored fourtesn. A remarkable
shooting feat was that of Private R. McVittie, of the Dum-
friesshire Rifles, in August, 1885, with a Martini rile. He,
scored six bull’s-eyes out of seven shots at 200 yards ; aeven
bulls-eyes at 500 yards ; six bull’s-eyes out of seven shots at
600 yards ; his score being: 34, 35, and 33, or, in all, 102, out
of a possible 105, '

124. What is the most peculiar insurance ever effected at
Lloyd’s ?

Against twins, one such risk at least being recorded as
having been taken. Insurances by Lloyd’s underwriters are of
the most miscellaneous description, and in addition to the one
against twins have included risks from loss of securities carried
through the streets, insanity, adverse wills, and disappointed
expectations generally. In fact, it has becn stated that a
policy to cover any risk, however extraordinary or exceptional,
could be readily effected at Lloyd’s. Lloyd’s underwsriters
deposit £5,000 (as a guarantee of solvency) with the committee,
who have thought it necessary to remind the public that
only marine and incidental transit risks are backed by that

arantee ; the committee, while not forbidding other risks,
ggclining to recognise them. The, total securities placed
by way of guarantee at the disposal of Lloyd’s Committee
amount to about four millions sterling, while the amount

insured is about four hundred milli!ons. -
125. What is the size of the largest coc)le shell ever
found ?

t Kenmare Castle there is an enormous cockle shell
weighing 120lb.,, brought from the South Sea Islands, and
moulded into a most fantastic form, exquisitely elabiorated by
the inanimate hand of Nature. It is, or perhaps more cor-
rectly speaking was, in the olden days of baroniaF hospitality,
used as a punch-bowl. When this gigantic natural bowl,
filled with its ocean of c¢hoicest punch, was placed on the
oaken table in the vanlted hall of the castle, 1t is recorded
ethat the effect was highly pleasing, and oadded speedily to
the joyous festivity of the assembled comPany. The shells
of the bivalve Tridachna gigas, however, are even larger still,
some being féuind measuring a Yurd and a half in length, and
weighting 5001h. Magnificent examples of these last-named
shells may beseen in “he Church of %t. Sylpice, Paris, where
they hold the holy water. They were the gift of the Venetian
Republic o Francis I, ¢ o
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126. Which® of the existing county cricket elubs has
reached the yreatest age ?

dThe oldest of existing county clubs is the Surrey (Ken-
gington Oval), founded in 1844, which has thus reached
fifty sears of age. Derbyshire began in 1845. Sussex
»dates from 1857 (having been conducted by a committee from
1842) ; Kent, though often appearing as a county, and from 1842
to 1834 playing an England cleven dwring the Canterbury
Week, dates its county club from 1859 (reformed in 1879)%
Notts, 1859 ; Yorkshire, 1863 ; Lancashire, 1864 ; Middlesex,
1868 ; and (loucestershire in 1870.  1u June, 1873, rules were
passed respecting the qualification of county players, and,
since then, county cricket has made considerable progress in
tuis country. The following is a list of the English county
cricket clubs now existing :-—

Bucks Kent Notts

Cheshire Lancashire Oxfordshire
Derbyshire Leicestershire Staffordshire
Durham Lincolnshire Surrey .
Pssex Middlesex Sussex
(iloucestershire Norfolk Warwickshire
Hampshire Northamptonshire Worcestershire
Hertfordshire Northumberland Yorkshire

127. Is there any instance of a river flowing inland ?

A remarkable instance of this kind is found in Africa.
Near the shores of the Gulf of Aden is a small body of salt
water, Lake Assal, occupying a basin whose flow is several
hundred *feet below sea lesel. The surface of the lake itself
is nearly 700ft. helow mean tide, and it is fed by a river or
stream some twenty or more miles in length flowing inland
from the ocean. It is highly probable that the whole basin
which the lake partly fills was once an arm of the sea, which
became separated therefrom by the drifting sands. The
intlowing river has a limited volume, and has filled the basin
to the extent that the evaporation and supply exactly halance
cagh other. At Adelsberg, in Carniola, twenty-two miles
north-east of Trieste, is a faguous grotto, which is*divided into
two parts—the old grotto and the*new. The old grotto is
8n8ft. in length, while the new extends to 8,550ft. The River
Poik flows inland gn part of the grotto, and disappears below
the ground. )

128. Can ships attain greater speed in deepsor shallow”
* water? ? *

Mr. White, Director of Naval Constrction, ia an address
upon this subject, stated that shallowness of water exerciserl
a retarding effect on ships.® The Edgar, in, Stokes Ray, with
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19 fathoms of water, required 13,260 horse-power to attain
20} knots.  In water 30 fathoms deep, between Plymouth and
Falmouth, she reached practically 21 knots with 12,550 horse-
power. This represented a loss of about i-knot speed dué-to
shallowness of water. In the trials of Latorna at Stokes Bay,
and of Z'erpsichore at Skelmorlie, it appeared that the greater
depth of water gave an advantage of about ;%ths of a knot ire
speed, or about 600 horse-power. Referring to an eight-hours’
trial of the Zlenkeim when running from the Nore to
Portsmouth, the vessel in the first hour was traversing most of
the time water abont nine fathoms in depth. The engines
made about 92} revolutions, and the speed was barely 20 knots,
with 15,750 Lorse-power. During the fifth and sixth hours the
horse-power was practically the same as in the first hour. The
ship was running in water from 22 to 36 fathoms in depth, the
revolutions were ahout 96}, and the speed was 21} knots.
With no change, except depth of water, the speed rose 1} knots,
and shallowness involved an expendituie of power at 20 knots
which probably reached 2,000 horse-power above what would
suffice in deep water. .

129. Where is the largest watch manufactory in the
world ?

This establishment is located at Elgin, Kane County,
Tllinois, U.S., and known as the National Watch Company.
It was founded in 1865 by a number of men who had formerly
been connected with the Waltham Watch Company at Massa-
chusetts, who succeeded in intercsting Chicago capitalists in
their enterprise, and, after securing substantial concessions
from Elgin, in the way of land and stock subscriptions, began
the building of a factory on the Fox River. From a modest
beginning the Elgin National Watch Company has become the
largest watch manufactory in the world, with a plant valued
at twenty million dollars. In 1885, the stockholders of the
company refused an ofler of thirteen million dollars from an
Engrish syndicate. The giant factory turns out 2,500 finighed
watches every day.

7
130. Which engine on an English railway ean draw the
° heaviest load ?

A Great Western engine drew a train onIOI wa&gons aver-
‘agzing notuless than ten tons egch, or upwards of 1,000 tons,
over,_the Ferndal€ branch of the Taff Vale Railway, andc the
first train an the opgning of the' Bagry Docks contained the
like nnmber of waggons and weight, which were drawn over
the Rhondda bLranch of the same railway. Great Northern
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éngines frequently draw trains of 700 tons, or, including
weight of engine and tender, 750 tons. The goods loco-
motive engines of the London and North-Western Railway
range from 1,000 to 1,200 horse-power. They cost for building,
dender included, from £2,500 to £3,000, and last fifteen to
thirty-five years, during which period they cover from

» 200,000 to 500,000 miles. In the formation of a locomotive
5,416 pieces have to be put together as accurately as the parts
of a watch. The part which 1s exposed to most wear and tear
is the crank piece, which has been estimated to stand for
60,000 miles. The driving-wheels are supposed to last long
enough to travel 66,733 miles. The largest locomotive yet
made is one in use on the Gothard Railway. It weighs
85 tons, has six axles and two driving groups. Another large
one has been made in the United States. It weighs 100,0001b.,
and is from 1,400 to 1,500 horse-power. At a meeting of the
Statistical Society, the average weight of a passenger train on
the principal railways of this country was stated to be 150
tons. The average weight of goods and coal trains is more
than $hree times as much, or between 400 and 500 tons.”

131. Which theatre in this country has the biggest
orchestra ?

The Empire Palace, Leicester Square, London, which has a
permanent orchestra of fifty performers, every one of whom is
a musician of exceptional ability. When opera is performed
at Drury Lane and Covent Garden, the orchestra numbers
from sisty-five to seventyyfive. The Alhambra, in Leicester
Square, London, has the following, under the musical direction
of Mr. (+. Jacodi : Nine first viohns, tive second violins, three
violas, four’cellos, four double basses, two tlutes, one oboe,
two clarinettes, one fagotto, three corncts, two horns, threo
trombones, one cuphonium, one side drum (tympani), one bass
drum—{forty-two performers. On special occasions a harp is
added, and sometimes a brass band ou the stage. At the
Palace of Varieties, Manchester, the orchestra, during ballct
petformance, numbers fifty, while during ordinary business it

numbers forty. )
132. What is the cost of the most expensive sewing,
machine®ever made ? N

One of the wedding presents of Miss Willing, of New Yorl,
on+er marriage to Mr. Astor, was the gitt ef a sdving machine
by herggrandmeother.  The works of the machine were 8f the
ordinary constraction ahd material, Sin8er’s osciMating pattern,
but richly silver-plated. The frame was spccially constructed
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of Mummered iron, highly ornamented and gold-plated. The*
table was made of a special slab of beautifully ma.}'ked marble,
which was inlaid with ornamental stones and crystalsin a floral
pattern, with the monogram of the newly-married couple sur-
rounded by a wreath of roses, also in mosaic. The cabinet and
drawers were of ebony, richly inlaid with fleral patterns i
silver, gold, ivory, and mother-of-pearl. It is stated to’have
cost £600. °

133. Where is the biggest boys’ band in the world ?

At Kneller Hall, situated midway between Hounslow and
Twickenham, about ten miles from London, which was opened
as a military school of music on March 3rd, 1857. The boy-
students vary in number, ranging from 150 to upwards of 200.
There is no other boys’ band as large as this one, which has
Elayed 150 and 200 strong. The school turns out about 80

andsmen every year, thoroughly equipped for taking a place
in the ranks of the Army bands. Colonel Shaw Hellier is the
commandant. The Duke of York’s School, Chelsea, generally
has about 120 boys in the band, exclusive of learners, able to
perform ordinary music in a creditable manner. They are all
the orphan sons of soldiers, and eventually join the Army.
This boys’ band is organized in the same way as a regimental
one, having its master, sergeants, corporals, drum-major, etc.
Their instruments are made in a reduced size, and the boys
wear distinctive clothing. "The Royal Hibernian School,
Pheenix Park, Dublin—also for the education and training of
the orphan sons of soldiers—has a large band of boys,
numbering from 80 to 100. The largest adult military band
is that of the Belgian Guides, 100; Sapeurs Pompiers of
France, the same; Royal Artillery, 80; bands of Koyal
Marines, three separate ones, each of 60. The bands of the
Guards number from 30 to 45.

134. What is the Iongest journey ever made on a tight-
rope?

That made by Charles Blondin {Jean Francois de Gravelt)
over the Falls of Niagara, the distance being 400 yards. The
first journey across was miade on the 30th of June, 1859, and
he continued the journeys during that and the following year.

" The rope was about three inches in thickmss, made entircly
of hemp, and its adjustment in place was, ia its way, an
engineering feat. The rope cost pver £1,000, and remained in
position for néarly vwo years. Special trains were . an on she
railroads, including the New York Ceuntral and ther Great
Western and Urand Trunk of Canada, while enormous stands
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on either side of the Falls were crammed with pecfle.
Blendin corstinued giving exhibitions until 1860, when
he crossed over on, stilts before the Prince of Wales,
then making a tour through America and Canada. He
was (before the days of instantaneous photography) photo-
graphed while standing still in the eentre of the rope. He
walked across gnveloped in a sack made of blankets, wheeled
«a barrow across, turned somersaults, cooked a dinner, and
carried a man over on hisback. Blondin, who is the champion
tight-rope performer of the world, though by birth a French-
man, now lives at Niagara House, South Ealing, in his adopted
country. On the rope, Blondin says he feels as safe as if
walking along an ordinary street. The rope he performed on
at the Crystal Palace was 170ft. high and 249yds. in length.
Since his famous exploit across Niagara, he has made more than
4,000 journeys along the rope in various parts of the world.

135. How can totally obliterated inscriptions on coins be
read ?

This is usually done by placing the coin to be deciphered on
red-hat iron, an ordinary poker being frequently used for the
purpose. The parts where the letters of the inscription had
existed oxidate at a different rate from the surrounding parts,
so that the letters exhibit their sha{)e, and become legible in
consequence of the film of oxide which covers them having a
different thickness, and, therefore, retiecting a different colour
from that of the adjacent parts. This method is practised at
the Mint to discover the genuine coins when silver 1s called in.
The inscyiption, which appears of a greenish hue when the
coin is heated, disappears as the coin cools.

*

136. Which are the best flowers for a sick room ?

For a sick room growing flowers are the best, but cut flowers
are more often obtainable. As to these latter, they should
first of all be fresh. They quickly decay, and then they com-
municate to the water in which they are placed vegetable
Jjuiges, which undergo putrefactive fermentation and render the
air impure. DBright-coloured. flowers are desirable. Florence
S. Lees, in her “ Handbook for HospYal Sisters,” edited by Sir
Henry Acland, says: “The effect in sickness of beautiful
objects, of varietygof objects, and especially of brilliancy of
colour, is lardly af all appreciated. I shall never forget the
rapture of fever patients ovgr a bunch of brjght-coloured®
flowgrs.” She says: “Strong-smelling flowers should be avoided.”
Sweet Rgeas, lilac, clovey thtt is, clovepinks, or clove-gilly-
flowers—so called fxom%their aromatic smell reembling the
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spice of that name—all these should never be in a sick room.
Familiar flowers, from their associations, may have a specially
good effect. According to the ‘Pharmjaceutical Journal’ of
Australia, the practice has been adopted, on the recommenda-
tion of Baron von Mueller, of placing green branches of
eucalyptus in sick rooms as a disinfectant. ® If the branche8
be placed under the bed, the bedding undergoes®thorough dis-
infection, the volatile vapour penetrating and saturating the”
mattress, and acting not only as an antiseptic, but also as a
sedative.

137. Where is the oldest rose-bush in the world ?

Just outside the crypt of the cathedral in the ancient city of
Hildesheim, in Hanover, is to be seen the oldest rosc-bush in
the world. It is said to have been planted by the Emperor
Louis the Pious in the beginning of the ninth century, when
the episcopal see, founded by his father, Charlemagne—or,*
more correctly, Charles the Great—was for the time removed
to Elze. The documents proving this fact were destroyed by
a fire’ in the cathedral at Hildesheim in 1013, but later
records show that Bishop Hezilo, who rebuilt the cathedral,
inclosed the roots of this rose-tree within a vault, which
still exists, raised the crypt upon this vault in 1061,
and spread out the branches of the rose-tree upon the
walls. In 1849 the stem was 263ft. high, and the branches
covered about 32ft. of the external walls of the crypt. A few
years ago it was feared that after its life of a thousand years
the tree was losing its vitality, bug within the last year or two
it has put forth several new shoots, showing that the oldest
rose-tree in the world is still possessed of vigerous life. Some
very prolific rose-trees arc on record ; one in Holland, belonging
to Madame Regnew, gives a crop of 6,000 at a time ; another
at Whitby, of the Marshal Niel variety, produced 3,500 at one
picking.

138. What was the most expensive programme ever
printed ? .

That presented to Hex, Majesty in June, 1854, when she,
with the Prince Consort, opened the Crystal Palace at Syden-
ham. Programmes on special occasions of, this kind are most
elaborately got up and ornamented, and aré‘usua,lly‘ printed on
«satin. Thelr cost ranges from a sovereign to as high as forty
or fifty pourfds. Qne of the latést noveltiesin ba]l programmes
consists of a neat thin cardboard dband, 13in. in width, efged
with gold, which enciScles the wrist lfke ai)mcelet, and'is casily
closed and unclosed by means of the thin silken cord which
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suspends the pencil. “ Dances ” isinscribed on the overlapping

flap, the date and residence below, and the dances in rotation

all round, with spacg left for the gentleman to write his name

oy initials.

189. In which part of the world is conversation carried
e on by whistling ?

A French traveller, M. Lajard, has written a work on the
whistling language, which some time ago occupied the atten-
tion of the I’aris Academy of Sciences. It is in the Canary
Islands that people whistle instead of speaking when they hold
converse with each other. The whistling language is not a
mere language of conventional sounds. It is composed of
words as it were, like any other language, and the inhabitants
of the Canary Islands attain great proficiency in it, so that
they can converse on all sorts of subjects. The whistling
noise is produced by placing two fingers inside the
mouth. M. Lajard declares that the language has a
great affinity with Spanish, being in fact a sort of whistling
Spanish. He has jotted some of it down in a sort of musical
notation, and it is found that any sentence has exactly one
syllablc more than the equivalent sentence in Spanish, the
extra sound being accounted for by the fact that the first
syllable serves as a mere exclamation designed to attract the
attention of the person addressed. M. Lajard learnt enough of
the language to converse to a certain extent with the natives.
According to a German officer—Lieutenant Quedenfeldt—who
resided for a considerable period on the island, natives of
Gomera gan by their whistyng language carry on a long and
complicated conversation with a neighbour a mile off.

b ]
140. What is the highest price ever paid for an ivory
ornament ?

The following extraordinary high prices have been at various
times obtained for ornamental articles made in ivory : 58,000
florins (equivalent to about £4,835), for the ivory arm-
chair presented by the City of Lubeck to Gustavus Vasa, and
Eurchased by the Swedish (‘hamberlain ; 160 guineas, given

y Burdeley, for an old Italian casket of ivory, with fluted
columns at the angles, and chased silver mountings, on the
dispersal of the Wertheimer collection ; £147, by Goldshmidt,
of Frankfart, fow?an ivory comb of the fifteenth century
(Magniac sale), carved on each side with subjects illustrating,
the life of Christ; 110 @uineas, at (hristle’s Rooms,
for san ivory revolving cRair once belonging to Tippoo
Saib ; *£78 15s, at sthe Magniac ®ale, for an ivory

cup, 23in. high, elaborately carved. M. A. Lenoir, founder
) - K
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of the French Museum, stated that -during “the trans-
port of the remains of Abelard and Heloise to the Petits
Augustins, an' Englishman offered 100,006 francs (£4,000) for
one of the teeth (ivories) of Heloise. Dieppe, in France, is tHe
most noted place, at the present day, for ivory carving. Theye
produce most exquisite articles of almost every dascription, in-
cluding statuettes and crucifixes. The demand for the latter, o
many of which are worth between £30 and £40,is so great
that ten or twelve workmen are employed all the year round
in carving crucifixes alone.

141, Whiech is the oldest publie school in this eountry ?

Winchester College, which, on the Domum Day of 1893,
that is to say, upon the Tuesday nearest to the 1st of August
in that year, celebrated the 500th anniversary of the day
upon which the college was founded, and kept at the
same time the 500th anniversary of the English system of
public schools. The date of the celebration was fixed for sake
of convenience, because the 26th of March is called the prima
Sundatio; and John Morys, who was actually appointed to
office two days later, was called primus custos istaus collegi
upon the brass to his memory which Dr. Freshfield caused to
be placed in the College Chapel. The foundations of the
other public schools date as follows :—

Eton ......occoviviiinniianenns 1440 Merchant Taylors’ ......... 1561
St. Paul’s . ... ccoveennnes 1512 Rugby ... .o e,
Shrewsbury ... 1551 Harrow .. ..........

‘Westminster 1560 Charterliouse

142. Where is the most minute writing on glass to be
seen ?

In the Army Medical Museum at Washington, in the United
States, executed by Mr. Webb, a maker of Noshert’s test-
plates for lenses. This specimen of microscopic writing on
glass consisted of the Lord’s Prayer on a rectangular space
iy by 3+ of an inch, or an arca of 5,753 of a square
inch. There are 227 let‘ers in the Prayer, therefore in a
square inch there would be room for 29,431,458 letters,
or the entire Bible, Old and New Testament, eight times
over, as the Bible contains 3,566,480 lettkrs. Aty the rooms
«of the Royal Microscopical Sociely, King's College, there
is a contrance, which enables the user to write with
marvellous minuteness. The mechanism consists of a series
of levers 8upported ky four brass rods, and into the eentre of
these levers a pencil is screwed which points to a shect of
paper placed on a glass table. Above this is a diamoud point
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touching a “sheet of glass, which transmits to it in a reduced
form any writing dgne with the pencil. The writing on the
glass is quite invisible to the naked eye, but a strong micro-
scope will show the Lord’s Prayer, written legibly, within the
*compass of ;53%; part of asquare inch. A gentleman who
has made a shecial study of this ingenious machine succeeded

* in writing the entire Bible within the space of a square inch—
a feat which really appears quite impossible.

143. Where, in this ecountry, is the largest open-air
coneert held every year?

In Wales on the oceasion of the Eisteddfod, or annual Welsh
bardic congress. In 1891 it was held at Swansea, and was
witnessed by between twenty and thirty thousand people.
Prizes are offered for instrumentalists on harp, piano, etc. ; and
also for solos, quartette, and choir singing, which are very
numerously competed for. Twenty-four parties entered for
one of the quartette competitions, and there are always a large
number of entrics for the great choral competition, which is
one of the most attractive features of this congress of musicians.
The chief prize at Swansea was £200, with a biton valued at
£70. Another very large open-air concert is that given
annually on the garrison recreation grounds at Portsmouth by
the massed bands of the garrison, with no fewer than 150
performers, and frequently a larger number. The Tannahill
concerts, which used to be held on the Braes of Glenitier, near
Paisley, every year, attracted greater crowds than any other

e
open-air concerts ever held in Scotland.

144. Which bird has the greatest number of eolours in its
plumage ?

The birds of paradise are noted both for the clegance of their
figure and the beauty and variety of their colouring, the king
bird of paradise (Cincinnurus regrus) appearing to have almost
every colour of the rainbow. The male of this species is of a
ruby red upon the upper portions of the hody ; the brow and
top of the head are orange, the tlyoat yellow, and the belly
greyish white ; the eyes are surmounted by a small black spot,
and a band of metallic green divides the dark-caloured breast s
from the shades &:’on the belly ; the feathers upon the sides
are grey, marked with irregular white and red lines, and
terminate in a bright emerald green tip. ¢ fergale is reddish
brewn upon the upper part pf the body, and helow of a reddish
yellow®treaked with brewn ; the wings are gold colour, beak
dark brown, and feet light blue. This specics is found over a
larger extent of country ti®n any other member of ifs family,
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occupying not only a large portion of North Guinga, but most
of the surrounding islands, where it frequents the bushes
growing upon the sea- -coast. Its movements are extremely
restless, and like all birds of paradise revels in its own beauty,
a.ﬁ it spreads its plumage and raises the "o]den collar round its
throat. *

145. Why are clergymen called reverend ?

Because of their being worthy or deserving of reverence as
ministers of God, their lives being devoted to His serviee and
the sacred matters of religion. The title is given because of
the office they hold, and not of the individual filling it. This
is shown by the distinctions given to the several offices in the
Church of England ; a dean l;un" addressed as very reverend,
a bishop as right reverend, and an are hbishop as most reverend.
In Scotland the principals of the Universities, if clergymen,
and the moderator of the General Assembly arc styled very
reverend, and each of the ministers reverend. The Noncon-
formist ministers in the British Empire and the United States
have the samne title, although some ministers in this country
disclaim it. In 1874, the Imhop of Lincoln refused to*allow
“Rev.” to_be put on the tombstone of a Wesleyan preacher,
and gained his cause in the Court of Arches, in 1875, but the
Privy Council on appeal (January, 1876) rever sed the dccmon
and declared the title to be simply complimentary, and not
confined to clergymen of the English Jistablishment.

146. Which fish is most difficult to keep alive in an
aquarium ? “

Singular as it may appear, the common herring is a fish
which it is most diffienlt to procure and preserve ahve, it being
so delicate that the loss of even a few scales is sure to cause
its death. For several ycars Dr. Hermes, of the Berlin
Aquarium, has vainly tried to obtain some specimens ; they
had either been rubbed in the net or heen touched \\1Lh
the hand, and dicd before reaching Berlin.  Some tmu,
ago he succeeded  in obtaining a live one, one of Ais
~men having grown suffictently oxput to catch it in a sort
' of glass balloon lowered with the net. No aquatic animal
is so difficult to keep alive in an aquarinm as the whale.
A living whale, 9ft. 6in. long, was brought Srom Labrador, in
North Ameuca and })mued in the l»oyal Aquarium at West-
minster, Scp‘uemher 26th, 1877, kut three days afterwards, on
the ¥9th, it died. A belurrd or white whale, a sort which is
not fount lowoer tharefrom 12ft. to 15¢t., and therefore’seemed
as suitable as any could be, arrived at the Westminster

.
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Aquarium on May 28th, 1878, but it died in the latter part of

the following month. In fresh-water aquaria, to keep fish

alive it is desirable to have some of the mollusca placed in

fhem. The most useful of these is the trumpet snail. Water-
* beetles are often placed in aquaria, and the great black
. hydrophilus §s harmless.

147. What is the highest salary ever paid to a publie
dancer ?

Six thousand pounds per annum, which was paid to Miss
Lottie Collins, of “Ta-ra-ra-Boom-de-ay” fame. Between
ninety-five and one hundred pounds a week was paid to Mlle.
Vanoni whilst appearing at the London Alhambra. The
“star” dancers at the Paris Opera receive from 25,000 to
30,000 franes (£1,000 to £1,200) a year. The leading dancers
Ain London receive from £20 to £25 a week, though Sir
Augustus. Harris has paid as much as £30 weekly for his princi-
pal dancer in a Drury Lane pantomime. Marie Taglioni, who
was the most celebrated dancer of this century, had a six years’
engakement at £1,200 a year, and, says M. Veron, “refused
an increase of salary which I offered,” saying that she had been
more than paid by her triumphs. The Princess Victoria Mary
of Teck took lessons in dancing from Taglioni, and the Queen
on one occasion charged the Princess with the following
message to the veteran artiste : “Tecll Madame Taglioni from
me what great pleasure it gives me to know that you are
receiving lessons from such an instructress. Tell her, also, that
it was *her inimitable grate, which I can never forget, that
inspired me with the passionate love of dancing which I
possessed in my youth.”

148. What is the greatest distance ever travelled on a
wedding trip ?

That accomplished in the six years’ honeymoon travelling
of Mr. and Mrs. Sigourney, of California. In 1882 Mr. George
Sigourney married Miss Henriques, of Butialo, who was far
from strong, and so her devoted grusband determined to try
what travel would do for her. On the day of the wedding in
May, 1882, a card was sent out to their friends intimating
as follows : “ Muand Mrs. Sigourney at home, at Sacramento,
every Thursday from 10th May, 1888 The whole of %u(gl
intervening years was spen®in travel, with a view of re-estab-
lishing the lady’s health., During that *period the married
pair visited England, Irgland, Scotland,drance, Germany, Italy,
Austria, Russia, Grs2ee, Denmark, Turkey, China, Japan, Egypt,
Persia, Africa, and Scuth America—beginning with Patagonia,
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and\?'mishing at Panama, whence they returned tosEngland to
embark for New York. In the midst of all these journeyings
Mrs. Sigourney became the mother of ¥our children— twin
boys, born at St. Petersburg ; a danghter, born in China ; and
another daughter, born in Brazil. When the 10th of May,
1888, arrived, it found the bride and bridegroom ¢ at home,” at
Sacramento, to receive their friends, on the conclusion of the

- lengthiest wedding trip ever made, and both in excellent health.
The honeymoon cost £12,000% while the distance travelled in
their journeyings equalled, if not cxceeded, that of an entire
circuit round the world ; and if all the excursions at the various
places visited be taken into account, the distance would be
increased two or three-fold.

149, In which part of the world is there a eommunity
of dwarfs ?

Several such communities exist in Africa and one in Europe.”
That in Europe was reported in 1887 by Professor Miguel
Marazta, who found a numerous community of diminutive
folks ih the Valley of Rebas (Gerona), at the end of the
Eastern Pyrenees. They are called Nanos (dwarfs), and do not
exceed 4ft. in height. Their features are so peculiar that there
is no mistaking them among others. All have red hair; the
face is as broad as long, with high cheek-bones, strongly
developed jaws, and flat nose. The eyes are not horizontal,
but somewhat oblique, like those of Tartars and Chinese.
A few straggling hairs are found in place of beard. The skin
is pale and flabby. The two communities of African. dwarfy
are the Batwas, averaging only 4ft. 3in. in height; and the
tribe called McKabba, near Lake Ngami, who afe only 4ft. 1in.
in height. Stanley, in his last expedition, discovered a race
of dwarfs. He says: “These people are scattered among the
Balesse, near to the Mount Pisgah, and are undersized nomads,
dwarfs, and pigmies, who live in the uncleared virgin forest,
supporting themselves on game, which they are very expert in
catching. They vary in height from 3ft. to 4ft. 6in., and a full-
grown male adult weighs about 901b.” "

150. “‘;hieh living potenté.‘te has the greatest number of
. wives ?

Muley Hassan, Emperor of Morocco, &e are’ told by

M. dela Mﬁrtiniére, F.R.G.S., has no fewer than 6,000 wives
in cach of his*three, capitals, Mobceo, Fez, and Meqninez or
Miknas. The King of Ashantee has 3,000 wives ; while the
King of Dahomiey bask®in the smiles Hf 250. Abdul Hamid
¢ IL, Sultan &f Turkey, has 300 wives. = From among the inmates.
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“the Saltan gesignates seven to be “Kadyn,” or Ladies of/the
Palace, the rest being called “Odalik.” The maintenance of
the Sultan’s establisifment is expensive, costing thirty million
roubles, or nearly three millions sterling yearly. The Shah of
Persia is credited with 400 wives, and in Siam the King is said

*to have a matrifionial following of 600 wives.

151, Which occupation in this country furnishes the
greatest number of suicides ?
That of soldier far exceeds any other, the figures as given in
Mulhall’s latest dictionary of statistics for the various occupa-
tions per million being as follows :—

Ages, Ages.

25-45 45-65 25-45 45-65
Soldier ..........ceeeenee 506 2336 Printer .....cccccuuennet 156 458
Beerseller ... .... 402 606 Tailor . ..... ... 147 457
Physician ... ... 381 639 Shoemaker 203 341
Lawyer . . .. ... 324 562 Miller 68 555
Butcher .. ... 243 708 Grocer ... 160 326
Hairdresser .... 270 536 Carpenter... 122 381
Broker ...... ... 271 485 Policeman.... 82 421
Clegk ...... . 249 475 Labourer . 119 292
Baker ... .. ..... . 163 632 Mason ...... 330
Cabman . . 193 506 Gardener .. .. 98 274
Schoolmaster ......... 156 536 Fisherman ............ 43 367
Farmer .. . ........ 160 473

This excessive tendency to suicide on the part of soldiers is
not limited to this conntry, as the military profession furnishes
much the largest proportion of suicides in all countries, being
usually twice or thrice that of any other occupation.

152. Which trade has te most hurtful effeet upon the
teeth 9 ‘
. Quicksilver miners follow the most unhealthy trade in the
world. The fumes of the mercury produce constant salivation,
and the system becomes permeated with the metal, the teeth of
the unfortunate men drop out, they lose their appetite, become
cmaciated, and, as a rule, seldom live longer than two years.
Chloride of lime, cmployed by bleachers, frequently destroys
tlee enamel wnd dentine of the teeth. But phosphorus, used
so largely ¥n thc manufacture $f lucifer matches, affects
a very large mzmber of persons, women, girls,”and children
greatly prepondegating. I’eople who work in soda factories-
are affecsed by” the tecth becoming soft and translu-
cent ; they break off close to the gums.  Dr. Hesse, of Leipsig,
states that bakers are liable to suffer frgm ca#ious teeth on
ac®ount of the flour enterigs the mouth (?uring work, cellect
ing on®and around the #eeth, wherc it decomposes and generates
an acid destructive to the dentige. ,
b X [ ]
- ° -
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153. Has a human being ever disappeared ~by means '
of spontaneous combustion ? |,

In medico-legal works cases are recofded, generally of a
somewhat ancient date, in which it was supposed that the
body was either spontaneously consumed ky inward com-*
bustion, or acquired such extraordinary combustible properties
as to be consumed when brought into contact with fire. In 1725,
at Rheims, the remains of a woman named Millet were found
burned in her kitchen. Nothing was left of the body, except
some parts of the head, of the legs, and of the vertebre.
Suspicion was excited against the husband; but learned
experts reported the case as one of spontaneous combustion.
In 1847 the body of a man, aged seventy-one, and who was
neither fat nor a drunkard, was found in bed in a state of com-
bustion. Dr. Nasson, who was commissioned to investigate the
case, reported that the burning must have resulted from some
inherent cause in the person—probably roused into activity by
a hot brick which was found at his feet ; and Orfila coincided
in this ppinion. In thesame year the Countess of Goerlitz was
found burned to death, and the valet, John Stauff, was accused,
but escaped on the hypothesis of spontaneous combustion. But
afterwards, detected in attempting to poison the Count, her
body was exhumecd, and, being cxamined by Liebig and
Bischoff, it was proved that she was murdered, and before his
cxecution Staufl confessed that he strangled and then burned
her. Liebig distinctly shows that all such cases are unworthy
of credence. It may certainly be predicted that, so long as the
circulation continues, a human body-will not take fire, even if
a limb be held in the fire until it be charred, Spontancous
combustion in a living body may Dbe rcgarde&' as absolutely
impossible.

154, Whiech bird ean live the longest time without water ?

The petrels, cspecially the Fulmar petrel, which rarely
strays from the Arctic Ocean, and the storm petrel, which is
met with in all parts of the world except very high northeyn
or southern latitudes. These birds may be said to spend their
lives upon the sea, returnitig only to the land for breeding
purposes, or after a long continnance of stoyms. They cannot
ilrink the salt water, and seem to depend, .s'mﬁm- as fresh water
is conccarned, upon the falling rain.  Bivds of the parrot species,
i a state of anature, hardly ever drink. any moisture required
to sustain thélr system being taken with their food, which
eonsists of fruits, nuts, gnd vegetables. ‘_]Cven in captivity they
have been knodn to :1\».$h1in from fluids for long periods. An
instance is rcsorded of a parrot living in the Zoological

L]
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(ardens, Regent’s Park, without drinking for fifty-two years.
The ostrich has been,known to make long journeys without
taking water for months, and it is a common saying among the
Arabs that the ostrich “never drinks.”

155. What is thé size of the smallest known inseet ?

« One-nincteenth of an inch in length, that being the size of
the inscct called Pteratomus putnamii, a parasite of the
ichneumon. There are spiders, which, however, are no longer
classed as insects, no bigger than a grain of sand, and the webs
spun by which are so fine that it takes four thousand of
them to eqmal in magnitude a single hair. Smaller still
are some of the minute organisms which exist in
putrifying meat. Dr. Dallinger, speaking of these in
a lecture at DBristol, said that 2,800 millions of these
minute creatures would lic in a space equal to one ten-
thousandth of a cubic inch. According to M. Adametz, in
11%0z. of Emmenthal cheese, which is a soft varicty of Gruyere,
when it is forty-five days old there are, near the surface or
circumference, from 3,600 million to 5,600 million living
organisms called microbes, or as many as there are people on
the earth. A flea is not more than one-eighth of an inch in
length, but its jumping powers are a yard ; if a lion jumped in
the same proportion it ought to clear about one-third of a mile.
Professor Lintner asserts that there are a million or more
species of insects in the world.

156. Hag an empire ever, been sold by auetion ?

This ocenrred in the case of the Roman empire. On the
death of Pertinax in 193, the Prwtorian (Guards put up the
cmpire for sale by auction, and, after an animated competition
between Sulpician and Julian, it was knocked down to the
latter for six thousand two hundred and tifty drachmas. The
Romans held auctions of various kinds, the proceedings being
much the same in all cases. The auctio sub hasta, which was
a sple of plunder, was held under a spear stuck in the ground.
The magister auctionds, or avctioneeff, was chosen from among
the argentarii, or money-changers, and his assistants were the
cashiers.

L ]
157. In wliat par‘e of the world does a horse appear on
the pension list ? o
Ty the United States there was a case of this kind in regpect
of a harse which belongpgd o Captain eogh, a,near relative
of General Custer, and was.the only horse which escaped the
massacre in which that ¢teneral was killed. His.name is
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Comanche, and he was stationed at Fort Riley, Kangas, with the’
7th Cavalry, Custer’s old regiment. His pension is sufficient
to pay for his transportation wherever he goes, and also for his
forage. He is cared for by a man who does nothing else. He
is saddled, bridled, and equipped, and led out for inspection
vet no one sits in his saddle. He has been mbch sought after
by showmen, but all their offers have been declihed. - He will ,
be kept as long as life lasts, and after that his skeleton will
probably be sent to the Smithsonian Institution. The horse
which carried the German Emperor through the Franco-German
War is also in receipt of a pension.

158. Have white lobsters ever been found ?

An albino or white lobster was recently found in a shipment
from New Brunswick to Eastport, Maine. It was twelve
inches in length, and was forwarded to Washington to form
part of the exhibit of the United States Fish Commission.
Another white lobster was captured some time ago at Welch-
pool, Campobello, New Brunswick. Albinism was thought at
one time to be confined to human beings, but this has been
found not to be the case, for there are albinos amongst rabbits,
crows, and various other species of animals. There are some
lobsters whose natural colour is almost or completely white.
It is so with the Palinurus, or spiny lobster, found in the
Mediterranean, of which there is a fine specimen in the Uni-
versity Museum at Oxford, presented by the Rev. F. W. Hope.
1t is of a pinkish-white hue, but is quite as white as some
Englishman of whom we should say that he had very little
colour in his complexion, especially in contrast with the
ordinary lobster, which, when unboiled, is as klack as a negro.
This specimen is about 2ft. long. There is another white
lobster in the same museum, which is about a yard long.

159. How many tourists are killed on the Swiss mountains

every year ?
Tn the four years ending 1890, the number of tourists killed
in the Swiss mountaing was as follows : — -
b LY .0 1889....ciicrrcrenrerennns 26
1888 i 14 1890. ...iicviiiienne e o 33

or an average of twenty-three or twcnty-ﬁ:Lur decaths, Apart
from mountaineering, the number of travellers chroughout
Switzerlang approach 1,060,000 per year, and it has been esti-
mated that £3 per head is spent, or a total of nearly £6,000,000.
As a sign of prosperity caused by this great intlux of visitors,
some 1,008 iri.s have Lccn built in various localities, at a cost
of £12,800,000, giving sleeping accommodation to 58,157
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persons ; 283 of these hotels are placed in elevated positions
above 3,400ft.; fourteen are at a heizht of 6,500ft. above
-ea level. They give;employment to 16,000 persons, and tke
annual gain to the innkeepers amounts to £528,000.

160. How are the stars counted ?

®

. By means’of the telescope and photography. The
\stronomer-Royal for Ireland, Sir Robert S. Ball, in one of
his lectures, mentioned a photograph which had been obtained
by Mr. Isaac Roberts representing a small part of the con-
stellation of the Swan. The picture is about as large as the
page of a copy-book, and it is so crowded with stars that it
would puzzle most people to count them ; but they have been
counted by a patient person, and the number is about 16,000.
Many of these stars are too faint to be ever seen in the
greatest of telescopes yet crected. Attempts are now being
made to obtain a number of similar photographs which shall
cover the whole extent of the heavens. The task is indeed an
immense one. Assuming the plates used to be the same size as
that above mentioned, it would requirc at least 10,000 of
them Yo represent the entire sky. The counting of stars by
the telescope was first reduced to a system by the Herschels,
who introduced * star-gauges,” which were simply a calculation
by averages. A telescope of 18in. aperture, 20ft. focus, and a
magnifying power of 180, giving a field of view I5in. in dia-
meter, was used for the purpose. The process consisted in
directing this instrument to a part of the sky and counting the
stars in the field. This, repeated hundreds of times, gave a
fair idea’of the average ntmber of stars in a circle of 15in.
diameter in all parts of the sky. From this as a basis it is
possible to reckon the number of stars in any known area.

161. Which country issues the highest-priced postage
stamp ?

Although it is difficult to understand how they are used,
except as bank-notes, it appears that Victoria, Australia,
issues postage stamps of the highes} value, ranging from £1
to £100, in various patterns and folours. The £100 stamp
is rectangular in shape, and deep pink in colour. The
United States haye one for sixty dollars (£19). British
South Afsica h# £10 stamps; South Australia £20.
Stamps for £5 are common in Iany countries, but it is the
highest rate issued in GreatsBritain. Old, stamps appear to
fetch higher prices than ngw ones—a complete Cabul issue
is pricefl at £300; Mausitius, 1847, £208 ; Sandwich Islands,
1852, £200; British Guiana, 1856, £120; Natal, first issue,
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£100; Cape of Good Hope, 1860, £40. A set of Sydney
stamps are in the market for £600. The United States issue
the greatest variety, 2,062. Great Britain circulates 905 ;
Mexico, 260; Spain, 250; but these include post-cards,
envelopes, news-bands, and local issues, which are rarely seett
outside their respective countries. There are about 6,000
differcnt stamps used for postal ocean service throughout the
world ; if local sorts and other stamped productions are
included, the total number of varicties will not fall short
of 10,000.

162. Which bankrupt has failed for the largest amount ?

The firm of Overend, Gurncy, and Co., bankers, whose
debts at the time of their bankrnptcy exceeded eleven millions
sterling, and whose failure entailed the bankruptcy of other
firms and traders, the agzregate of whose liabilities totalled
up to the enormous sum of one hundred millions. A disaster of
probably much greater dimensions would have resulted from
the stoppage, in November, 1890, of the firm of Baring
Brothers, with liabilities exceceding twenty-one millioss, or
nearly double those of Overend, Gurney, and Co. ; but their
affairs were kept out of bankruptey by the prompt action
of the Bank of England, who, acting with all the lead-
ing banks of the kingdom, formed a joint guarantee
fund. By this means a panic was averted, and the Bank of
England undertook the winding-up of the estate, the realizing
of the assets, and the discharge of Habilitics. A great financial
erisis was thus avoided, and very fpw, if any, resulting failures
followed as spread such ruin in the case of Overend, Gurney,
and Co. Amongst the bankruptcies since 1847, the following
may be mentioned as cases in which the liabilitics at the time
of stoppage exceeded a million and a half, nancly :—

Failed for

Western Dauk of Scotland . ... .. i e - £9,000,000

City of Glasgow Dank ceee 6,190,983

Sanderson, Sauderson, and Co. . 5,299,000

Liverpool Borough Dank 5,000,00

Peto and Betts . e e 4,000,00

Northumberland and Durlmxz District Banking Company 3,000,000

Thurm and Co. ... ... ... ... e e e . .. 3,000,000

Dennistone and (‘o . 2,144,000

Sanderson and Co. ... . 1,725,000

163. Have .the bagpipes ever been used at a church
musival service ? ¢ .

On’the 24th of April, 1892, a #ilitary service was Leld in

York Minster, on which occasion tke bagpipes were introduced

into the service. Eight kilted Highlanders of the Royal Scots,

>
- [ .
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under the deadership of Pipe-Major Matheson, played a
[Tighland * Lament,” as an integral part of the anthem, with
an effect which was iufinitely touching and heautiful. There
was noticeable at the first skirl of the pipes a slight tendency
jo a smile ; but jt appeared to be instantly subdued by the
solenm and pathetic wail, accompanied throughout by the soft
oroll of the muffled drums. The lofty nave and the pillared
«isles of the stately minster caused the plaintive wail of the
bagpipes to be very impressive, and Dr. Naylor, the eminent
organist of the minster, showed that the bagpipes can be fitly
irtroduced when the music of the anthem is suitable.

164, What is the largest sum ever paid for a single
butterfly ?

One hundred and fifty pounds for a beautiful specimen of
papilio Antimacus. Mr. J. H. T. Rogers, naturalist, Fresh-
water, Isle of Wight, went twice to Africa to search for this
rare butterily, which, when secured, he sold to the late Mr. C.
Hewetson, of Oatlands, Walton-on-Thames. It can be scen in
his callection, which he left to the British Museum. Thirteen
pounds was given in 1886, at a london sale, for a large white
butterfly, and scveral other specimens were sold at prices
ranging from three to four pounds. A celebrated collector,
Baron Felder, formerly Durgomaster of Vienna, sold his
collection of buttertflies to Lord Rothschild for £5,000, and
it is Dbelieved these may eventually be left to the British
Museum.

165. Whoo was the first etiminal arrested in England by
the aid» of the electric telegraph ?

The earliest authenticated case of the arrest of a criminal
through the aid of the electric tclegraph is that of John
Tawell, aud occurred on the Ist of January, 1845, Having
murdered a woman of the name of Sarah Hart, at Salthill,
near Slough, he was hasteuing away to Slough Station on the
Gireat Western line, whien he was seen by a neighbour, who,
ha%ing her suspicions arouscd, vigited the cottage of the
murdered woman, discovered the crdne, and communicated the
samne to the Rev. Mr. Champneys, vicar of Upton-cum-Chalvey.
The reverend gentddman, hearing that the suspected man was
dressed as a Qtaker, immediately proceeded to Slough
Station, whence he found Tawell had just started fos
’addington.  With the asfistance of the st#ion - master
(M®. Howell) a telegram was sent off to Paddington.” On
Tawell’s arrival there B¢ was readily rBcognised by Sergeant
Williams, a detective, who. followed him ahout the City, and
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at length saw him locate himself at a lodging-house in Scott's
Yard. Here he was, later on, apprehended, with £12 10s. in
his pocket, and documents that led tn His identification. He
was, shortly afterwards, tried, condemned, and executed on
28th March for the murder. Messrs. Reid Brothers, the well®
known telegraph contractors, City Road, Londonmanufactured
and fixed the instruments which were used at Paddington and®
Slough. Some time after alterations were made, and they
took these instruments down, and eventually presented them
{s)o the South Kensington Museum, where they are now to
e seell. .

166. Did postmen ever carry a bell with them on their
rounds ?

This custom was at one time prevalent in the large towns of
this conutry. The letter-box at the head office was closed two
hours before the dispatch of the night mail. Shortly after-
wards a number of postmen set out to collect late letters aud
newspapers. Each man borc a locked leather satchel or bug,
into which letters and other packets were dropped thrqugh a
slit, on payment of a fee of one penny for a letter and a half-

enny for each newspaper, in addition to the usual stamp.

he men carried a large bell, which was constantly rung to
warn people of their approach. These collectors also called at
the local offices for all letters on which the extra fees had been
paid. Mr. Wilson Hyde states that these special fees were the
perquisites of the postmen, and when the custom was abolished
about 1859, compensation was given for the loss of .the fees,
the amounts ranging from £10 8s. to £36 8s. per aunum.

167. Which newspaper in a foreign lané‘uage has the
greatest sale in this country ?

According to M. Lemaitre, one of the managers of Lange-
rome’s agency for the sale of foreign papers in London, this
is unquestionably the halfpenny- Parisian paper, ¢ Le DPetit
Journal, the sale of which in London reaches about 1,700
daily, or more than thre;\* times the sale of the paper wltich
most nearly approaches 1, ‘Le Petit Parisien,” of which 560
copies are sold daily in the Metropolis. ¢ Le Detit Journal’ has
a t!laily circulation 1n France of 950,000 cop‘\es.

168. How came the Australian colonies to be over-run
with, rabbits ? .

Rebbits were firsu introduced into Australia by a Melborrne
squatter, whe though$ a pair of them would remind<him of
the old country. From this pair the great Australian rabbit
plagne arose. A single pair of rabbits can multiply in four
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years into 1,250,000. The Cabinet of Sydney in the year 1887
destroyed 25,300,000 of them, having spent £700,000 in four
years to mitigate thejpest. Mr. Coghlan says that 100,000,000
acres of land have bcen more or less injured by rabbits. To

heck their onwgrd march a fence of 290 miles between the
%Iacq-uarie ang Darling rivers was made, at a cost of £24,000;
eanother of 346 miles from the Murray River northward ;
wnother of 260 miles on the southern line of Qucensland ;
another of 340 miles from Albury to the Muacquarie, but the
rabbits broke through. ' The number of rabbit skins exported
averages yearly—trom New South Wales, 15,000,000 ; from
Victoria, 3,000,000, the Cabinet of which Australian colony
spends £15,000 a year in killing rabbits. South Australia also
exports 1,000 bales of skins annually ; and New Zealand, on
the average, 6,000,000 skins every year.

169. Which naval vessel is known as the ** Milk ”’ boat ?

The vessel E/fin, of ninety-three tons, is known in Royal
yacht circles as the “ Milk ” boat, and until recently was under
the cemmand of Statt-Commander W. P. Haynes. She runs
daily to Southampton from Cowes and back. The Elfin is
entered amongst the five Royal yachts, of which she is the
smallest, with her ninety-three tons displacement, and 181
indicated horse-power, and a continuous speed at sea of ten
and a half knots per hour. She has a crew of twenty officers
and men.

170. Whieh is the most curious naturally marked stone in
the world ?

Preference hat usually been given to the famous stone of
Oberammergau, which has a human face, full of sorrow, marked
by the hand of Nature on its surface. A stone in the collection
of the late Mr. Beresford Hope, and lent tor exhibition to the
South Kensington Museum, closely resembled a lady langhing ;
while another showed the head of an old man with-eyes droop-
ing, the expression of the face calm and meditative, hair
anll beard white with the frosts of sewenty or eighty years, and
the whole extremely venerable. [1¥ the Church of St. John,
Pisa, there is a stone marked with red, blue, and yellow, the
lines representing 1 old man with beard, and, with a bell in
his hand, sdated LSside a small stream.  T'he rock that crowns
the summit of Adwm s Peak, in Ceylon, forms a platform, 74ft.,
by 24ft. in area, and on the hdrizontal face ¢f thi®is a hollow,
res€inbling in form a humaw footprint, but 5ft. 4in. in leufuth,
by 2ft. 6in. in breadth. This supposed foo®print is bordered with
gems, and protected from the weather by a wooden canopy. It
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is held 1n high veneration by the Cingalese, who make frequent”
pilgrimages thither. When nearing Rio Janeiro from the sea the
voyager sees a rock, which has the shape ofza massive stone head,
somewhat resembling in its profile the first Duke of Welling-
ton, particularly as to the nose and chin. At Salisbury Crags,
Edinburgh, the portion called *““Samson’s ISibs” is strongly
marked like the gigantic ribs of a man ; while tlie brow of the ,
adjoining mountain, *“Arthur's Seat,” bears from some positions
a likeness to a lion’s head.

171. Has a marriage ever been celebrated in a cemetery ?

On the 15th of June, 1892, Colonel Hendrik Stamp was
married to a daughter of the late General Hammond, at
Baltimore. (‘olonel Stamp was formerly the Danish Military
Attaché in the United States. The pair were not married in
chur:h, but in the cewmctery, where the bride’s mother is
buried, as well as her father.  The Coldnel stood on the grave
of his dead father-in-law, whilst the bride stood on that of her
mother. A large number of wedding guests were present at
the ceremony, who congratulated the happy pair so soon.as all
was over.

172. What celebrated artist completed a picture for
exhibition in one day ?

Sir Edwin Landseer, who was noted for the rapidity with
which he worked, performed this feat. Sir Edwin had
promised to send a picture in time for the spring exhibition of
1845, at the Britich Institution in Pall Mall. On-the day
before the opening the Hanging Committee received from
Landseer an cmpty frame, which, with some daring, they
placed on the line. Mr. Vernon Heath was sent in haste to
the studio ; and Landseer was found, palette and brushes in
hand. Mr. Heath followed him into the studio, where, pointing
to an untouched canvas on his cagel, Landseer said, *1 shall
send that to the Institution to-night—a finished picture—and
have consequently given orders not to be disturbed, for on that
depends whether 1 can complete the task I have set myself.”
The picture was finished /m one day and duly sent on, and
is familiar to visitors to the National (fallery under the
title of “Phe Cavalier's Pets” Sebast'an Dourdon was
one of the most eminent ¥rench painters. "So rapad was his
execution that he is said to have completed i one day
twelve portraits from lifc ana «s large as Nature, and
thest weré esteemed among his Dest productions. Auother
remarkably 18p1d aitidt was Jan Baptist Weeninx, calsled the
“0ld” to distinguish him from his son and pupil, also named
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¢

%Jan,” or “ John,” called the “ Young.” This eminent Dutch
painter frequently sketched and finished pictures five or six
feet in height in the course of a single day ; and particularly

~one representing a hull baited by dogs, painted from Nature

L]

ande completed in one day. In a single suinmer’s day he
painted three half-length portraits of the size of life, with all
their surroundings. He excelled in almost every department
of painting—history, portraits, animals, landscapes, .and
marine scenes, and was one of the best painters of birds of the
Dutch school.

173. What individual lived for many years on a pillar

sixty feet high ?

This was accomplished in the early part of the fifth century
by Simeon the Stylite,.one of a remarkable class of ascetics
known as Pillar-Saints. He passed the early part of his man-
hood in extreme secluxion in his monastery, not moving from
his narrow cell for a period of nine years. Increasing in
enthusiasm, he withdrew to a place about forty miles
from Antioch, where he bnilt a pillar, on the top of
which, only a yard in diamecter, he took up his position.
From this pillar he removed to several others in succession,
each higher than its predecessor, till at last he attained
to 40 cubits, or about 60ft. in height. In this mode of
life he spent thirty-seven years, his neck loaded with an
iron chain, and his lips engaged in constant prayers, during
the vecitation of which he bent his body so that his forehead
touched his feet. His powers of fasting were no less mar-
vellous ; he is 3aid to have frequently limited himself to a
single meal in the week, and during the forty days of Lent
abstained entively from food. The fame of his sanctity
brought crowds of pilgrims from the most distant countries
to see him ; and the adinjration of his austerities is said to
have converted many pag#hs and Saracens to the Church.
Tn consequence of an ulcer on one of his legs, he was obliged
forsthe last year of his life to remaig on his pillar upon one
foot. In this position he died A.D. 460, aged seventy-two years.

174. Where is the piggest orchard in the world ?

’

In Barbara, Cal., U.S.A., belonging to Elwood Cooper. It
is a tract of 1,700 acres, and gontains 10,000 olive trees, 8,100
in fyll bearing, the remainder being young tces set out dvring
the pasg year and a half. Besides the plive trees there are
3,000 English walnut trees,.4,500 Japanese persimmon trees,
10,000 almond trees, and about 4,000 other fruit and nut trees.
The 29,000 olive trees yie]dec‘l 40,000 quart bottles of olive oil

» L) 1 3y
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in 1891, which found a ready market at 5s. %er bottle,
The nut trees bore thousands of bushels of nuts, to say
nothing of the Japanese persimmons. aken all in all, it
has been calculated that Mr. Cooper’s orchard brings him
an income of not less than £150 per acre every year. Lord®
Sudeley has the largest orchard in this country. "It extends to
500 acres, and yields its owner a return of £10,000 a year. A

ear orchard in Jersey contains 60,000 trees. It is estimated
1t would require a fleet of 100 steamers to carry one season’s
fruit into the markets of the world. Fruit cultivation is on
the increase in the United Kingdom—the area under cultiva-
tion as orchards in 1891 reached 202,305 acres ; in 1883 it was
only 190,710.

175. Is it a fact that a registered letter ean be traced
to all the officials through whose hands it passes,
from sender to recipient ?

Yes. Every registered letter is accompanied by a bill, which
is signed by every official through whose hands it passes,
except when the lctters go from a sub-office to the central
office of a town. The registered ones are put by themselves
into a green bag, in which they are carried by the postman.
When a postman takes letters out for delivery he signs his
name separateiy fo. cach registered letter, and he must obtain
the signature of the person who receives it when it is delivered.
The fee for a registered letter was at one time 2s. 6d. ; seven-
teen years ago it was 1s.; butin 1878 it was reduced to 2d.,in
which year 6,500,000 registered letters were sent instead of
4,316,000 the year before, and as contrasted with 1,300,000
twenty-nine years ago. In the twelve months ending March
31st, 1892, the number of letters registered in the United
Kingdom was 12,077,368, an increase of 720,171 on the pre-
vious year. Registered letter envelopes, bearing a twopenny
stamp embossed on the Hap, are supplied of various sizes, at
from 2d. to 3d. each ; and, if these are used, the Post Office
makes good any loss up to £2. Letters can be registered .by
rural postmen on their rouads.

176. Where are the cheapest restaurants in the world,
established ? o :
« In New York, where good, wholesome, well-cooked, and
cleanly-servéd meyls are provided at prices varying from
4 cents (2d.) to 10 cents (5d.). Kor the latter price a good
dinner of thrée coursel can be obtained : Soup,; meat, roasted
or boiled, with three sorts of vegétables and Bl'ea.d, and a pie
or pudding. At cne of the cheap rustaurants. in Vienua a man
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may cat and drink well for 15 sous, or 73id. per day. The
following are some Qf the prices charged : Vegetable soup,
three-sevenths of a Penny, or rather less than a halfpenny :
bread, one-seventh of a penny ; tea or coffee, three-sevenths
of a penny ; egg,, two-sevenths of a penny ; slice of ham or
veef, wsix-sevenths of a penny. The bill of fare changes
severy day, and no intoxicants are provided. In Geneva the
cheap restanrants are open from 6 a.m. in summer, and 7 a.m.
in winter, till 8 p.m. The prices, which vary from 5 cents. for
bread to 25 cents. for a litre of wine or a plate of meat, admit
of a workman getting a good meal for 75 cents., the only
restriction being that not more than half a litre of wine is to
be supplied to a single consumer. The prices are at the same
rate for articles purchased to be consumed at home, and all the
provisions are of excellent quality. ,In both cities these cheap
restaurants are carried on with profit.

177. Whieh farm in this ebuntry has the largest number
of mileh cows? .

In Devonshire, Mr. W, P. VosFer, of Merafield, Plympton,
rents three farms under the Earl of Morley, on which in 1891
he had 257 cattle, including 130 milch cows, 22 cows in calf,
10 heifers in calf, 15 yearling heifers, 70 fattening cattle, 6
calves, and 4 bulls. In Cheshire there may be found farms
with 50 milch cows each. One such farm covered
200 acres, of which fifteen were under wheat, worth
£180; while the pigs brought £150, and the sheep £133.
Thus the fotal receipts amowfted to £1,213 ; while the rent was
£400, taxes came o £60, the labour of seven persons cost £296,
and sundries, £268 ; leaving the farmer a balance of £189 to
support his family. In the United Kingdom there are 3,400,000
milch cows, each yielding on the average 400 gallons of milk
yearly ; out of which are manufactured 110,000 tons of butter
and cheese, the value of the Qutter, cheese, and milk amount-
ing to £31,200,000 sterling. Professor Sheldon considers
600,000 cows are required to furnish, London’s demands for
dairy products, 84,000 of them for #milk alone. . Within the
Metropolitan radius about 10,000 cows are kept in 1,100 cow-
sheds, by 395 owners. Something like 4,000 horses are
employed indhe delivery of London’s milk. :

178. What is the oldest piecesof musie in the we#ld ?

. Theé mgst ancient piece,of thusic whichgis still jn existence
is called the “Blessing of ‘the, Priests,” and due to the nation
vhi- - nroduced the greajest number of musical cofpposers
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of the first class that the world has known. This song, or

chant, was sung in the Temple at Jepusalem, and is still

to be heard in the Jewish synagogues in Spain and

Portugal. A score of the Orestes by Luripides is still

preserved (490-417 B.c.). The fragment of - papyrus roll om
which the score is written is kept in a small 1ron box, or

safe, and was lately one of the exhibits at the Inter-°®
national Exhibition of Music and the Drama in Vienna.

The oldest piece of English musie, dated 1226, is preserved

in the British Museum among the Harleian manuscripts,

under the title of “Sumer is i cumen in.” It was the

work of a monk of the Abbey of Reading. It is written upon

six red lines in square and lozenge black notes of three kinds.

Burney, in his “History of Musie,” published in 1776, men-

tions three valuable and ancient musical manuscripts, found

among the papers of the famous Archbishop Usher in Ireland,

with Greek notes and musical characters. They consist of a

hymn to Calliope, another addressed to Apollo, and a third to

Nemesis ; and are supposed to have been the productions of

the Greek poet Dionysius.

179. Has a lady’s dress ever been made and sewn on a
living person ?

This occurred with the Duchess of Portland, who, so far as
iy known, is the only woman who has goue throngh the ordeal
of having had a dress made and sewn on her person. Her
Girace, having engaged a well-known firm of dressmakers in
Bond Street to undertake the work, stood upright for three
hours while the dressmakers were busy fit§ing and sewing.
Fifty yards of old lace were used. Princess louise and the
Princess of Wales have models of their figures, in exact
imitation of Nature, in the possession of their dressmakers,
thus avoiding all trouble of fitting and trying on. The Princess
of Wales chooses her own dresses with great care, and after
receiving water-colour designs, frequently takes her own
brush and marks some alteration in the design by way of
improvement. b

180. In what part of the world do a cow and a calf form
necessary figures at a marriag® eceremony ?

In India, where some of the tribes have such a custom. The
man conddRets his betrothed int> some water ; they are accom-
paiied by a priest, and also take with them a cow and < calf,
which are deiven ints the water. Tle man places hi:. hand by
the priest’s hand, and the womar: places hers next that of the
bridegeqom, and all threc clutch <iold of the cow’s tail, while
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the officiatihg priest pours water upon the cow and the culf, at
the same time uttering a religious formula. The two are then
made man and wite 'by their clothes being tied together by the
priest. The latter claims the cow and the calf for his part in

the ceremony, aad the happy pair deposit money presents on
the Various idols to propitiate them, which gifts find their way
into the priest’s exchequer, so that he is h'mdsomely rewarded
for his services.

181. Where is the earliest caricature drawing in existence
to be found ?

In the museum at Turin, in Italy, where there is a papyrus
roll which displays a whole series’ of comical scenes. 1In the
first place « lion, a crocodile, and an ape are giving a vocal and
instrimental concert.  Next comies an ass dressed, armed, and
sceptred like a Pharaob.  With majestic swagger he receives
the gifts presented to him by a eat of high degree, to whom a
bull acts as proud conductor. A lion and gmel]e are playing
at draughts, a hippopotamus is perched in a tree, and*a horse
has &imbed into it and is trying to dislodge him. Besides
these there is a Pharaoh in the shape of a rat, drawn in a
carriage by prancing greyhounds, which is plocccdmv to storm
a fortress carrisoned by cats, the latter having no arms but
teeth and claws, whereas the rats have battle-axes, shields, and
bows and arrows. In a papyrus in the British Museum a flock
of geese arc being driven by a cat, and a_herd of goats by two
wolves, with crooks and wal]ct one of the wolves is playing a
double flute.

182, Have idol$ ever been arrested and punished ?

A curious case of arrest and punishment of idols took place
at Foochow, in China. The idols of a certain temple in that
city were those appealed to by persons who desired to be
revenged on their enemics. They were supposed to cause
death to those acainst whomn prayers to them were directed.
Same time ago the Tartar military gommander died .suddcnlv
and the idea g g,nt(xlnmd among thel.eople that he had been slain
by the idols in question. T he Viceroy of the provinee hearing
this, at once gavegorders that they were to be arrested and
pumbhed The Prefect was instructed to sce the decree carried
out, and, armed with the Viceroy’s warrant, went to the templg
and had ﬁftcen idols arrested  These were of wowd, and about
5fte high. Before being Lrought for jullgment before the
Prefect their eyes wera put out so that they should not sce
who was their judge, and be able to trouble him cither here or
hercafter. After a full inscstigation, a report was sgut to the
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Viceroy, who gave orders that the idols should be beheaded,
their bodies cast into & pond, and their temple sealed up for
g,ver, to prevent them from troubling the peace of the city in
uture.

183. Which actor performed during the' mpst reigns ix;
this country? °

Mr. Cave Underhill, the famous comedian, who performed
in the reigns of Charles II., James 1L, William III, Qucen
Mary, and lastly of Queen Anne. He was a notable example
of houourable long life among players of the past. He
appeared as a comedian before three cenerations of playgoers,
and enacted the  First Gravedigger ” at his last benefit, when
he was censiderably more than threescore years and ten.
Underhill was described as heing particularly corrcet and
patural in his characters, and ever avoiding that general fault
in players of doing too much. He never lost sight of Shake-
speare’s own instructions—that the clowns should speak no
more than was set down for them ; and did not attempt the
ingenious feat, common enough in later days, of adding to his
authors.

184. Was any picture ever carried in the funeral proces-
sion of the artist who painted it ?

“The Transfiguration,” by Raphael Sauzio (known as
Raphael), upon which this great painter was engaged when
seized with his fatal illness, was hung over his bed as he lay in
state, and was carried in his funcral procession. The painting,
which was executed for the Cathedral of Narponne, in France,
is now in the gallery of the Vatican at Rome. The lower part,
which was left unfinished at Raphael’s death, was completed
by his pupil Giulio Romano. It was carried to Paris in 1797,
but was afterwards restored to the Vatican. The picture is
divided into two parts ; the upper part representing the three
disciples lying prostratc upon Mount Tabor, while above them is
the figure of Christ in glory, with Moses and Elijah on either
side. The lower part réguesents a crowd of people bearing
along a boy possessed with an evil spirit. The two parts of
the picture are united by the uplifted lpok .and appealing
gesture of some of the figurcs in the crowd below, who seem
to look for help to the Saviour on the Mouut.

‘185. WhiclH living author’s vorks (1892) fill the most
. space in the British Museum catalogue? .

. Lord Tennyson's occupy fifty-two pages, 236 Baoks appearing
under his name. Of these 170 arecxditions of his own poems
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or selectians from his poems, the remainder consisting
of biographies of the poet, critical essays on his writings,
concordances, key®, studies, guides, illustrations, com-

anions, and a few dealing with his “ Homes and Haunts.”
_H‘he Right Hop. W. E. Gladstone’s fill twenty-two pages
in the catalogue. Mr. Gladstone’s most popular work was
his pamphlet on * The Vatican Decrees” (1874), which
ran through 110 editions, and was translated into several
European languages. Amongst his other important works
may be mentioned: “The State in its Relations with the
Church ” (1838) ; “ A Manual of Prayers” (1845) ; * Studies on
Homer” (3 vols., 1858) ; “ Chapter of Autobiography” (1868) ;
“Juventus Mundi” (1869); “ Vaticanism?” (1875); “ Homeric
Synchronism ” (1876) ; and “ Gleanings of Past Years” (7 vols.,
1879). Referring to past authors, the works under Sir Walter
Scott’s name occupy two volumes and a half of the catalogue,
each volume containing abS)ut 100 pages.

186. Have any towns honoured the memory of the
mothers of celebrated men ? .

Two mothers of great men, namely, the mothers of Schiller
and Kepler, received memorials in the native town of both —
Leonberg, in Wwrtemburg, which is situated about six miles
from Stuttgart. The town council of this *“Town of Mothers,”
as it justly and proudly calls itself, affixed tablets to the walls
of the old castle ot Duke Ulrich, the Well-Beloved, in honour
of the mothers of the celebrated poet and astronomer. It was
at this gastle that the Magna Charta of Wiirtemburg liberties
was signed by the Duke.

187. Has a chureh ever been flooded with honey ?

This occurred in the Episcopal Church in Tulare County,
California. A swarm ot vagrant bees, while in search of
a suitable home, found an adinirable location in the loft of that
church, where, having an abundance of space, they increased
and multiplied, and at the same time laid up a large store ot
Ioney. Ureat white combs were astached to the rafters over-
head, and added to until hundreds of pounds of honey were
hidden away in the waxen cells. This went on until an
unforeseen contiggency arose in the great wave of heat
which occurred in that part of the world, and the temperature
of this church hive at last reached the melting point. The
wax gave way bencath the ®orrid heat, apd do®n the rafters,
sdntlings, and joists beggn to flow streams of liquid &weet-
ness. * ’lﬁlrough every®revice it poured, and soen altar, pulpit,
chancel, and pews of the facred edifice were treated to such a
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flood of honey as had never been witnessed before. Seven
stonc weight of honey was found in a cavity of tlie roof of a
church at Burnham Norton, Norfolk, whide some repairs were
being executed. During alterations at the parish church of
Long Clawson, a comb of honey was discovered which
measured 5ft. in length and 2ft. in width. ¢

188. Are horses in any country fed on bark ? )

The hardy ponies of the North American Indians generally
subsist upon the bark of the cottonwood tree, and as a rule,
although it does not afford the same amount of nourishment
as hay or grain would do, they appear to prefer it, on account
of its freshness. In selecting their encampment the Indians
make it a point of the greatest importance that it shall, if
possible, be located on that part of the banks of a stream
where the cottonwood trees are most numerous. The limbs
of these trees are cut into pieces of about four feet in
length and thrown to the ponies, who immediately pro-
ceed to manipulate them in the same manner as a dog
does a -bone, by placing a forefoot on the limb and tearing
off the bark. By a recent discovery, wood has been utliized
as an ingredient of food for cattle. The cellulose of the
wood is converted into grape sugar, to which is added 40 per
cent. of wheat, oats, or rye. Other ingredients are sometimes
added for Lone forming, such as phosphates and lime. This
wood glucose bread, as it is called, 1s very nutritious, and
makes an excellent substitute for oil-cake and similar
compounds.

‘ . .
189. Can a promise of marriage be made otherwise than
by words ? )

Upon the authority of Mr. Justice Wright, it can. In trying
a breach of promise action at the [eeds Assizes in 1892, he
stated that “a promise of marriage may be made by other
ways than by words—Dby a shake of the hand, for example,
or a wink of the eye, or a thousand other modes.” The
case which gave rise tq this rather alarming dictum en
the part of the learned ju¥ige was that of a drawing master
and a fair pupil. He gave the young woman every reason to
believe that Jie loved ier, and wrotc her mapny letters descant-
ing on the joy which all true lovers feel. After two years of
such dangling, the art-iaster broke off the acquaintance, and
the lawyers evere called in. Toethem he confidently wrote :
“If you have a lditer of mine yherein direct marriages is
state:l,,l am willing toe see further’; bvt you have not.* The
drawing-master evidently calculated that not having promised

«
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‘marriage in 50 many words, he was on the safe side, but found
himself sadly mistaken, for the jury, guided by Mr. Justice
Wright’s instruction, dwarded the lady £100 damages.

190. What was the smallest fee ever taken by counsel ?

° The smallest f& ever taken Ly an English counsel was six-
.pence, that fct having on one occasion been taken by the late
Sir John Holker.  Barristers’ fees were in olden times much
less than those now paid. An entry occurs in the church-
wardens’ accounts of St. Margaret’s, Westminster, for 1476,
showing that a fee of three shillings and eightpence, with four-
pence for his dinner, was paid to Robert Fylpott, counsel,
learned in the law, for his advice. 1n Nares *Glossary,” a
barrister’s fee was stated to be an angel, or ten shillings.
These are somewhat different figures to the six hundred guincas
paid to Sir Charles Russell, five or six ycars ago at the Leeds
assizes, for less than three hours’ work, or at the rate of over
three guineas a minute. .

191. How many snuff-boxes are made in this country
* every year?

Not more than three or four thousand, the great bulk of
those now sold in this country being imported. At one time
Jjewelled snuff-boxes were a favourite form of gift, especially
by Royalties, but the practice has almost gone out of fashion.
The quantity of tobacco rvetained for liome consumption in
1890 was 2,999,2921b. of manufactured and 55,837,672lb. of un-
manufactured.  Snuff is not given scparately in the Customs
returns, but what is imported is included in the first item, and
that manufactured in this country in the sccond. The Inland
Revenue report only gives the separate figures as to snuff when
dealing with the quantity exported on drawback. This for the
year 1891 was 1,049,919lb., made up as follows, namely : High-
dried, 10lb. ; Scotch, 11,9551b. ; rappec, LOYSIb, ; and other
sorts, 1,033,8561b. .

192, Where is the longest flume 5;1 the world ?

That which conveys the water from the mountains to the
reservoir of San Diego, California. 1t is 35 miles long, and is
built almost wholly of redwood. In its course this monster
fluine crosses 315 streams and canyons on trestles, the longest
of which, the Los Cochos, is 1,700{t. in length and 85ft. high..
The Sweetwater trestle, the sdcond longest, {s 1,208tt. long and
85ft® high. The timbers usgd in them were put togethef® on
the grofind and raised tovtheir present pdition byhorse-power.
Besides its many trestles this flume passes through eight
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tunnels, the longest being 2,100ft. in length. Tl tunnels are
each 6ft. by 6ft. in size, with arched roofs. In the larger
meaning of the word flume, which incluces any water channel,
the longest is that which conveys water from Lake Thirlmere
to Manchester, which is 100 miles in length—a tunnel, abous
three miles in length and 270ft. below the surface, forming the
first part of the flume or aqueduct. It is large enough to
convey fifty million gallons of water per day. The next
longest is that from Lake Vyrnwy to Liverpool, 67 miles,
folloxlvled by one conveying water to Marseilles, 60 miles in
ength.

198. What play has the greatest number of speaking
parts ? o

The “ Passion Play,” which is performed every tenth year
at Oberammergau, a little village of 1,349 inhabitants, forty-
five miles south-west of Munich ; 700 actors are required, who
all belong to the village. It is held in a large, open-air theatre,
which accommodates 6,000 spectators. It is the only existing
specimen of the medizval mysteries or miracle-plays.. whic
were general in this and other countries in the Middle Ages.
The villagers regard the “ Passion Play” as a solemn act of
religious worship, and the performances are characterized
by the greatest reverence. The proceeds are devoted to the
good of the community, after defrayal of the costsand payment
of a small remuneration to the ‘actors. The principal parts
are usually hereditary in certain families, and are assigned with
regard to moral character as we]l as dramatic ability. It is
considered a disgrace not to be allowed to take part in the
lay, and the part of “Christ” is looked upon as one of the
ighest honours. The performance, which lasts nine hours, is
attended by many thousands of European and American
visitors. In Shakespeare’s play of “King Henry VL” (second
part), there are forty-six speaking parts, without including
any of the characters classed as lords, ladies, attendants,
petitioners, alderm:en, beadle, sheriff and officers, citizens,
apprentices, falconers, gaards, soldiers, messengers, etc. "

194. When was the last duel fought in this country ?

There was a duel fought in Ireland tas lately as 1851,
between the Mayor of Slizo and a lawyer, but no blood was
drawn on that oceasion. In the same year two Frenchmen
foyght a ddel at fSgham, in Sufrey, which was equaily harm-
less. The last ducl fought in Lngland Letween Brifish sub-
jects took place on” the 20th of May, 1845, at Southsea,
between Captain Seton, of the 11th Hussars, and Lieutenant



TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS. ‘/91

Hawkey, of the Royal Marines, arising out of attentions
paid by the formes to the wife of the latter. They fired
at fifteen paces, 'and in the second round Mr. Seton
fell mortally wounded. On the 16th of July, 1846, Lieutenant

- Hawkey, surrendering to take his trial, was arraigned before

Mr. Baron Blatt, for the wilful murder of Captain Seton.
The jury returned a verdict of “ Not Guilty,” and Lieutenant
Hawkey was afterwards restored to his commission in the
Army. The last duel on record fought by a British subject
took place on the 22nd of October, 1862, at St. Germains,
between Mr. Dillon, editor of ‘Le Sport, and the Duc de
Grammont Cadérousse, in which the former was mortally
wounded. Onme hundred and seventy-two duels were fought
in this country during the reign of George IIL

195. What is the weight of the smallest loek and key
ever made ? o

One grain, which was the weight of one made by a London
blacksmith, Mark Scaliot, in the twentieth year of the reign
of Qbieen IElizabeth. The lock contained cleven pieces made
of iron, stecl, and brass, and together with a pipe-key only
weighed one grain. Scaliot also made a chain of gold of
forty-three links, weighing half a grain. The chain, to which
was fastened the lock and key, was put about the neck of a
flea, and was drawn by it with ease. Mr. R. J. Lewis, of Park
Road, Hockley, Birmingham, has made, and has in his posses-
sion, a lock and key which weigh only one grain and a half.
A lock,*made by Mr. Gedrge Sibbald, of Roundhay Road,
Leeds, is in twglve pieces, and weighs under three-quarters of
a grain.

196. Was any entrance door ever provided with a silver
knocker ?

On the hall door of a hoyse near Berkeley Square, London,
there was an antique silver knocker which had once adorned
the palace of a Venetian noble in ghe City of the Sea. In
oljen days knocker-wrenching was a rather favourite kind of
amusement on the part of young men of a wild disposition.
This knocker did not escape the attention of these mischievous
youngsters, but iv was so securely fastened as to defy all
ordinary efforts to twist it off. Lord Charles Beresford, then a
very young naval officer, detegmined not to be beatgn. At thret
J'clock one morning, accompanicd by a yoting Guardsmen, he
drew wp at Lord Bath’sgdoot in a hansosn. They had procured
a rope. One end was tied with considerable slack to the
knocker, and the other tos the hansom. -All being l;eady, the

.
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conspirators entered the cab, and the driver whipped up his
horse to full speed. The consequence was that not only the
knocker but also the panel was torn fron the door and carried
off in triumph. The matter leaked out, and was settled on
surrender of the knocker and payment of damages. The
knocker is said to remain on that door to the present day.

197. Why does smoke ascend ?

Heat has an expansive effect on all bodies, on solids, still
more on liquids, and most of all on gases, such as the atmo-
sphere. It makes the air lighter, so that its weight is less in
proportion to the space which it occupies ; or, to speak scientifi-
cally, decreases its density. Consequently it rises above the
colder and heavier air, which desceinds, and the air ascending
carries up the smoke, that is, the particles of carbou ; while
the heavier matter, the cinders, remains below.  Some might
suppose air to be always so licht that its weight could not be
so reduced as to have this effect.  But 100 cubic inches of air,
at the level of the sea, weigh 31 grains. The pressure of the
atmosphere on a square inch is equal to that of a weight of
about 151b.

198. What is the highest price ever given for a lady’s
hat ?

The most valuable ladies’ hats become so by reason of being
ornamented with jewels, old lace, or costly feathers. The
highest prices given for hats range from fifty to a hundred
pounds, such prices, however, being frequently due, more to
the fame of the artiste than to any intrinsic value in the hat
itself. At a bazaar held in the grounds of Bluckross House,
in 1892, to raise funds for Killarney Church, Mrs. Cornwallis
West, after exerting herself all day at her stall, held up her
hat and offered it to the highest bidder, and, after a spirited
competition, it was knocked down for five-and-twenty pounds,
the purchaser immediately returning it to the owner as a gift.

199. Can any plant be propagated from leaves ?

It is possible, as Julins von Sachs tells us in his “Physiology
of Plants,” to produce new plants from ent-off pieces of leaves
as well as of shoots, and often even of roots, under favourable
conditions of vegetation. In the true mosses, each of those
wells or vesgels of which the substance of a plant is formed,
thoygh so small ax to be indistinguishable by the naked eye,
wheﬁ;er it comes from the roots or from the leaves, may grow
eut under favourable conditions, bétome rooted from new
shoots, and give rise to an independent living plant. But
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hesides these, the leaves of the Achimenes grandis and of
the Begonia rer, which are natives of tropical countries,
but belong to classes of plants extensively grown in English
greenhouses and hothouses, can be employed for propagating
ithem. The leaves being cut off, they are planted with the cut
, surface in water, or in moist sand or soil, and will develop there.
In the first place, the layer of cells bounding the cut surface
perishes. This dead tissuc is frequently separated from the
living tissue still farther by the formation of several layers of
cork. Beneath this protection masses of tissue grow, produce
leaves, and young shoots cmerge. At the same time roots
develop, break through the tissues, penetrate the soil, and
contribnte to the nourishment of the new shoots. Buds also
shoot out from the leaves of ferns, as the common male fern ;
from those of the Nastwrtium officinale, known to all as
water-cress ; and from those of the Cardamine ypratensts, or
cuckoo-flower. .

200. Have a horse and carriage ever ascended to the top
» of a steeple ? *

The Church of Our Saviour, at Copenhagen, has a curious
spiral staircase winding round and round on the outside of the
spire. The Round Tower in the same city has no staircase at
all ; in place of one, there is a paved roadway inside it, turning
round and round an inner circle, and thus rising at a gentle
slope until it reaches the top. Horses and carriages, even,
have at times made the ascent.  Ferdinand VII. rode on horse-
back to'the top of the tower of the Cathedral of Seville. The
tower, which is,three hundred and fifty feet high, hasa vaulted
pathway in the nature of an inclined plane, so easy of ascent,
and so spacious, that it allows of two horsemen riding up
abreast.

201. Is there any vegetable whiech ean jump ?

One of the curions products of Mexico is the jumping bean.
They grow in pods, each pod contpining three beans. They
were often exhibited hy South American jugglers, who placed
them on a table, when they would immediately roll and skip
about and make jnmps of a couple of inches. This was at one
time thougzht to be the effect of some magical property possessed
by the beans, but Professor Riley discovered that these veget-
ables owe their jumping pogers toa very simple ggent, namely,
the larva of a moth—the G'rapholitha Seb®stiana—whichybores
into #hem, and, strikipg its head agginst the interior of the
bean, causes it to rebound. An Amecrican oak-gall exhibits
movenients even more exéraordinary, owing toa similar reason.

a
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The gall is inhabited by the pupa of a fly—the Cynips salta-
torius--which possesses such muscular power, that by turning
over it can make its temporary tenemént jump a distance
more than twenty times greater than its own diameter.

202, In what theatrical or operatic repi*esentation has‘
the largest number of persons appeared on the*
stage ?

In Reyer’s opera of Salammbd, which was produced in 1891
at the Grand Opera House in Paris, there were fourteen
hundred persons on the stage in the last act. The number of
theatres or opera-houses w1th a sufficiently large stage for so
many persons at one time is exceedingly limited. At the show
of “Venice in London,” which had such a successful run at
Olympia, the stage was 450ft. in length and 120ft. in depth.
Some marvellous %pectacular displays were given by the 1,400
performers engaged under the manawement of Mr. Tmre

Kiralfy, and it was the unanimous opinion of visitors that
there gad never been a more charming spectacle than *“ Venice
in London” exhibited anywhere. The greatest numbér of
performers ever seen on the stage at Olympia at one time is
1,140. About 500 persons have been on the stage at Drury
Lane at one time, while, including stage hands ete., the
Alhambra stage has seen as many as 300 performers at one
time. .

2038, Which is the oldest wooden building in the world ?

This is the church at Borgund, incNorway, which whs built
in the eleventh century, and has been preserved from_the
effects of the weather by repeated coatings of pitch. It is
built of pine, and is of fantastic Romane%que design, with
strangely-carved wooden gmnaele% and a great deal of car ving
in hlgh relief all over the interior of the church. The old
stone altar still stands, but the church is no longer used
for service. In Norway, timber being plentiful, “wooden
buildings of all kinds abound, and in populous towns this hss
frequently led to very serichs conflagrations.

204. What is the greatest age at which anJ person has
committed suicide ? .

One hundred and six, a Russian, named Bulan, who had
reached that great age, havmfr commltted suicide in 1892 at
Ekaterinoslav. He Toft a letter in which he declared that li%e
nowadays-was insipid and unmteré‘stmp, compared witli the
good 015 times.” In the suicide statistics for 1891, the numbers

in Frauca between 61 and 70 years ofcage were 93 per million ;
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between 71 and 80 years of age, 20 ; and over the age of 80, 16
suicides per million yere returned. Mulhall gives the snicide
statistics at great ages for England and Wales as follows:
Between 65 and 75, 243 per million ; between 75 aud 85, 183 ;
and over 85, 72 per million.

.205. What was the highest price ever given for a pair of
bellows ?

Four hundred and seventy guineas, which was the price
given some time ago in a London sale-room for a pair of bellows
of Italian workmanship, and designed by Benvenuto-Cellini.
Bellows are now largely used in connection with underground
railways and foundries. The rotary blower invented by Messrs.
Root, of Connersville, Indiana, in the United States, of late
years used extensively in America and Europe, can be produced
of vast power. One of these machincs employed to give the
blast in a pneumatic railyay under Broadway, New York,
delivers, when worked to maximum speed, a volume of 100,000
cubic feet of air every minute. A blowing engine erected at
the Dowlais Iron Works in Glamorganshire, South Wales, in
1851, has a cylinder 144in. in diameter, with a stroke of 12ft.,
and discharges about 44,000 cubic feet of air a minute, at a
wessure of 3}lb. to a square inch. At the Lackenby Iron

Works, Middlesbrough, Yorkshire, are compound cylinder
blowing engines, in which each cylinder has a blowing capacity
of 157 cubic feet, so that the blast supplied from both cylinders
at the regular speed of 2! revolutions a minute is 15,072ft. per
minute, sand the supply of blast, including loss by leakage,
amounts to 190,000 cubic feet per ton of iron made.

206. What is the difference, if any, between an alligator
and a crocodile ?

The crocodile and alligator are not just the same variety of
reptile with different names, as is sometimes imagined. There
are certain well-marked differences between them. For
instance, in the crocodile the toes are completely webbed, and
eath of the hind legs has a toothed fringe ; whilein the alliga-
tor the hind legs are simply rounded, and the feet not com-
pletely webbed. Moreover, in the former one of the canine
teeth of the lower®jaw is always visible when the mouth is
shut, but is perfectly hidden under the same conditions in the
alligator. The crocodiles inhabit the rivers of tropical Africa,
Asja, and Australia, whilst the alligators arg foun® in America,
One of two species of crocodile, however, have been foufld in
the West Indies, and ofle species of alflgator in-China. They
possess the most powerfy] jaw force of any ariwal known—
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the contractile force having been asceriained to' be 1,5401b.
The alligator never leaves fresh water, .while the crocodile
often goes to sea, and in the West Indies has been found many
miles from land, heading for an island at a very considerable
distance. The alligator at the Crystal Palaee 1s said to have
fasted for over eighteen months, which completely puts the
human fasters into the shade.

207. Was a coin ever issued representing a monarchy on
one side and a republic on the other ?

This occurred in France in the transition period between the
French Republic and the Second Empire. The coin was struck
oft just at the moment of the assumption by Napoleon the
Third of the reins of empire. Only the die for the obverse of
a new coin had been completed, and, either by aceident or of
set purpose, a coin was struck off which bore the head of
* Napoleon I11., Emperor,” on one side, and “ French Republic”
on the other. This contradictory coin, which is now valnable,
is of interest apart from nunmismatics, as symbolizing the
many sudden changes which took place in French polities
during the past century.

208. Where is the largest reflector in the world ?

At Genoa, in connection with the Ttalian-American Exhibi-
tion held there in 1892. The electric light in the tower, or
“phare,” was provided with a parabolic reflector, having a
diameter of 1,600mm., which is the largest in the world. The
rays of light fromn this reflector weye visible for a distance of
forty miles. A reflector made in 1800 by Mr. Parker cost £700,
It was purchased by Captain Mackenzie, who téok it to China ;
it is now at Pekin. The Coburg or Victoria Theatre possessed
the largest reflector ever made in the form of a drop scene,
being a large mirror 3Gft. hich wu ¢ 32ft. wide, and composed of
sixty-three divisions, inclosed 1 a gilt frame, and was raised
bodily. In 1881 anidea of utilizing solar heat for practical
purposes was tried in Paris. A reflector for concentrating the
sun’s rays within an areavof 120 square yards was used. it
boiled eighty-eight gallons of water in forty minutes, and
pumped 174 pints of water 10ft. high per minute.

¢
209. How many men of colour have been elected members
of Parliament in this country ?
Thiee, incfliding (Mr. Dadabhal Naoroji, who was at the
last General Election, returned *as member for Central
Finsbury. A notable man of coleur elected *to the British
Parliament was Mr. David Ochter}ory Dyce-Sombre, who,
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having in 1836 inherited from his grandfather’s widow, the
Begum of Sirdhana, 4 fortune of half a million sterling, repaired
to England in 1838, and at once Lecame one of the most
notable personazes in society. He was elected for the
Suffolk Borough of Sudbury to the Parliament which
Jmet in Aughist, 1841, hat was afterwards unseated for
bribery. Mnr. John Stewart, another M.P. of colour, was more
happy in his carcer, and, though the West Indies anti-colour
party could never forgive his cleetion, his wealth and munifi-
cence carried him successfully through a long life to a regretted
death, on the 14th of March, 1860. He served as member for
the Borough of Leamington in four consecutive Parliaments,
namely, those of 1833-34, 1835-37, 1837-41, and 1811-47. At
the Ueneral Election of 1847 he was defeated by the Hon.
(ieorge Keppel, afterwards sixth Larl of Albemarle.

210. What is the smallest book published during the last
fifty years ?

A complete French translation of Dante’s “ Divine Cohedy ”
was exhibited at the Paris Exhibition of 1882, the volume being
so tiny that it measured less than half an inch square. It com-
prised 14,328 verses, and was contained in 500 pages, to make
which only two sheects of jprinter’s paper were required. Mr.
E. A. Robinson, of Grimsby, some time ago published a book
appropriately called “ The Mite,” which measured three-quacters
of aninch either way, and was amply illustrated. A minute
edition of Jeremy Taylor's “ Marriage Ring” was published by
Mowbray and Clo. Tt is abdut the size of an ordinary railway
ticket, and is beund in white silk, with silver edges to the
leaves. A book which has been deposited in the Salford
Borpugh Library is written on 100 leaves of rice paper, in
Maharatta characters, and measures only half an inch square.
In possession of Lord Dufferin’s family is a copy of the sacred
book of the Sikhs, only one-half the size of a postage-stamp.

211, Has a theatrical performancg ever takon place on
an elephant’s baek ?

The Berliners enjoy the novelty of an immense elephantine
structure located im the beautiful garden of the hippodrome.
The monster is over 45ft. high, his uplifted trunk carries an
electric light, and a winding stairway leads through one of the,
legs into the hollow space o® the giant. Jhere 4n Oriental
stag® greets the eye, with a sgt of Arabian actors, four wolen
and tw8 men. The audi®nce, which is reStricted to twenty-five,
occupy the parquet. Crowds'clamouring for admission surround
the elephant day and nigh®? Henry Harris, when manager of

[y L a 8 .
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the Covent Garden Theatre, purchased a large elephant, called
Chung, for which he paid 900 guineas, and which took part in
the pantomime, mounted Ly Mrs. Johnston. An elephant,
called Chief, took part in the pageant of victory in the play,
“Fall of Babylon,” performed at a New York theatre a few
years ago, in the course of which the elephant received a severe
shock by seizing the electric-light wire with his trunk.

212. Have glass types ever been used for printing ?

The French newspapers some time ago were testing a novel
sort of type, made of malleable glass by a new process. The
new types preserve their cleanliness almost indefinitely. They
are sald to wear better than those made of metal, and can be
cast with a sharpness of line that will print more distinctly
than is possible with the old style type. Some practical
printers in this country give it as their opinion that glass types
are useless. “Every printer can naderstand,” says the ¢ Print-
ing and Paper Trades Journal “how unsuitable such a
fragile material would be for the rough usage of the printing
office. Ordinary metal has to include amongst its qualities a
certain degree of malleability. When continually stereotyped
from, it ‘grows’—that is, becomes elongated, or lLigher to
paper. Glass would not meet this essential requirement.”
In 1878 the ¢ Caslon Circular’ took up this glass notion, and
said : “We have had the opportunity of inspecting a sample
glass type, which is now in our possession, a nonpareil 2-line
Latin compressed R. This type is out of the square on every
side, round at foot, and dreadfuky wedge-shaped —in fact,
a most inaccurately cast type, left undressed for the simple
reason that the material cannot be dressed.”

218. What member of Parliament held the same seat for
upwards of forty years with only one contested
election ? .

Colonel Wilson-Patten (afterwards Lord Winmarleigh) was
returned in 1830 as memker for the undivided constituency of
Lancashire. In 1832, after the Reform Bill, he was elected for
the northern division of the county, and held the seat until he
was raised o the peerage in 1874. That wyould, in any case,
be a remarkable tenure of one seat, and, 1n Colonel Wilson-
Patten’s case, it was rendered more striking from the fact that,
in alt that leng series of years, he only once went through a con-
tested election. That was in 1868, when he and Colonel Stanley
(Lord Stanley of Presion) were oppored by Lord Harington
(Duke of Devonshire), whom they defeated. Sir Robert Walpole
was clecred mempber for King’s Lyan, otherwise called Lynn
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Regis, in Notfolk,in 1702,and sat for it in the House of Commons
till 1742, when he went to the House of Peers as the first Earl
of Orford, at whicB date he had been Prime Minister of
England for twenty years continuously. Henry John Temple,
third Viscount Palmerston, who was born October 20th, 1784,
was returned sto the House of Commons for Horsham in 1807,

*and became a member of the Government the same year ; was
elected for Tiverton, in Devonshire, June, 1835, and represented
it till his death, October 18th, 18G5. ;

214, What is the length of the shortest pendulum that
has ever been used ?

Professor C. V. Boys, F.R.S,, in a lecture in December, 1891,
on “Time,” delivered at the London Institution, described
pendulums of different lengths, showed how they swung at
different paces, and proceeded with the aid of the limelight to
demonstrate the point. The Professor stated that to swing
ten times in a second, the pendulum must be four-tenths of an
inch long. 1f it were wound up to a quarter of that length,
it wonld swing twice as fast, and that was the length of the
shortest pendulum that had ever been used. An electric
pendulum may be of the shortest length possible. It consists
of merely a small pith ball attached, by means of a silk thread,
to a brass rod resting on a glass support. It is employed for
ascertaining whether a body is electrified. If the body in
question is presented to the pendulum, and the pith ball is
attracted towards it, that body is proved to be electrified.

215. Where is the larges't natural arch in Europe ?

Natural arches may be above ground or under ground ; may
cross ravines, or may form or support the roofs of caverns.
The largest and most magnificent stalactite cavern in Europe is
the famous one at Adelsberg, in Austria, twenty-six miles east of
Trieste. It is divided into four grottoes, with two lateral rami-
fications, or passages going off from the sides, ea¢h of which
extends to a distance of a mile and g, half from the entrance.
The Franz-Joseph-Elizabeth grotto, the largest of the four,
is an arch 665ft. in length, 640ft. in breadth, and more than
100ft. high. Besidgs the imposing proportions of its chambers,
this cavern is remarkable for the variegated beauty of its
stalactite formations, some resembling transparent drapery ;
others, waterfalls, trees, animals, or human beingy, the more’
grotgsque being called by various fanciful hames. The Reak
Caverngat thehigh Pe;f;, ir? Derbyshirg, is half a mile south-
west from Castleton. 1t is_600ft. below the summit of the
mountain, and is approached through a chasm between two
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lofty cliffs. Tt is entered by a natural arch, which is 42ft. in
height and 120ft. wide. The cavern pengtrates the mountain
2,250ft., the aggregate descent amounting to 800ft. It
expands into several chambers, one of which is an archway
220ft. long, 210ft. wide, and about 120ft. high. At Hirnis-
kretschen, in Bohemia, there is a most colossakand ruggedly
beautiful arch, the summit of which is upwards of 1,400ft.
above sea level.

216. If a hole were drilled right through the earth,
would a stone dropped in come out at the other
side ?

No. If such a hole were made and a stone dropped in, it
would—assuming the earth to be of the same density through-
out—fall with an cver-increasing velocity till the centre was
reached, and then continue its journey towards the other side
till the velocity with which it was procecding was overcome
by the force of gravitation, which would then be acting as a
pull in-the contrary direction. As soon as this happened the
stone would commence a fresh journey towards the centre of
the earth, its velocity acain inereasing till it had passed the
centre, and these oscillations would proceed, getting shorter
and shorter each time, until, ultimately, the stone would
remain suspended at the centre of the earth; the quantity
of matter above being then equal to the quantity be(}ow, the
attracting power of the earth’s mass on either side would
consequently be evenly balanced.

217. What is “‘judges’ bread ”(?

When the judges of assize go on circuit to Leeds, they are
supplied with a superior quality of bread, not obtainable at
any other time in the town. Itiscalled “judges’ bread.” The
oldest English ordinance regarding bread is of the reign of
John, A.p. 1203. Other statutes on the subject were passed in
successive reigns, down to that of Anne, in 1710, when the
severe Act of Parliament, of Henry IIL, 1266, was repealad.
This Act was entitled the  Pillory and Tumbrel.” According
to it a baker whose bread was found defaulting was dragged on
a hurdle fram the Guildhall through the djrtiest streets to his
own house, with the faulty loaf hanging round his neck. For a
second offence he was in addition placed in the piliory for at
least an hogr; and, if a third time convicted, besides being
dragged again on ‘%he hurdle, his oven was pulled down,and
himself made to forswear that trade inthe City for even: Even
till 1822 an Act of Parliament regulated the price in the City
of London, and till 1836 in the restcof the country,

S



TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS, i

218. Who was the last male actor in this eountry who
- regularly acted female parts ?

»

The last male actor of note who regularly took female
parts on the English stage was Richard Kynaston, in the
ceign of Charles II. He first appeared as Desdemona, and
then enacted*the part of Juliet to Betterton’s Romeo. An

* amusing anecdote is told of him when, under Davenant’s
management, the King went to see him act. His Majesty
expressed impatience at the delay in the raising of the curtain.
“Sire,” said the manager, “the scene will commence as soon
as the queen is shaved.” Kynaston that night was to play the
queen. Of course, Kynaston did not stand alone as a per-
sonator of female characters.  Burt, ('lun, Goffe, Jolhin Wright,
and others divided the honours with him, but he survived
most of his contemporaries of note, and retained his reputation
until he was ultimately superseded by actresses who always
played female parts. o

219. How much money is spent every year on shaving in
« this country ?

According to the 1891 census, there were in the United
Kingdom 18,319,157 males ot all ages, of whom between
7,000,000 and 8,000,000 form the shaving community, the re-
mainder being cither too young or preferring to go unshaved.
The shaving population consists of three classes, namely, those
who shave themselves, but still have to pay for purchase or
renewal of razors, strops, cte. ; those, like the working-classes,
who, foriming a large majority of the whole, only go to the
barber once or twice a week ; and those who are shaved daily.
The charges range from 1d. to donble, treble, and even six
times that amount, but, in the case of the higher charges,
yearly subscriptions are frequently available, which reduce the
cost considerably.  Taking all these various civcumstances into
consideration, the average yearly expenditure on shaving in
this country will be between £1,500,000 and £2,000,000.

220c Where is the largest artificiar cistern in the world ?
This is situate at Constantinople, and is known as the Yére-
Batan-Serai. The_approach to this immense subterranean
cistern is through®a Turkish house. After entering it, a
visitor passes through the entrance-hall into a courtyard, and,
descending a steep slope of slippery earth, finds higself at the’
opergng of the dim and mysterions Palack of Waters. The
roof of $his monster cistgrn 1s supporteg by marble columns,
distant about 10ft. from each other, every one formed from
a single block ; the capitaly are elaborately wrought, and in
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one instance at least the entire pillar is covered with sculptured
ornaments. Two attempts have beén made to explore
it, both by Englishmen, but neither succeeded in ascertaining
its full extent. All that is known is that it occupies a
space of many square miles beneath the c#ty. In the first
attempted exploration, the explorer and his Boatman never
returned, and it is presumed got bewildered amongst the®
columns, and, being unable to retrace their way, perished by
 famine. In thce case of the second explorer, he proceeded
alone (no one being found willing to accompany him), having
first fixed two lighted torches to the stern of his boat, and tied
one end of a quantity of strong twine to one of the pillars
near the entrance, lcaving it to unwind itself from a wheel as
he went along. The tlame of his torches gradually faded from
view, and the fourth houv from his departure had expired
when a faint gleam of lizht once more appeared in the
distance, to the great relief of ¢he watchers for his return.
Shortly the wanderer landed from his boat, chilled and
exhausted, and stated he had gone on for two hours in a
straight line, but had seen nothing but the vaulted roof over-
head, the water beneath him, and long avenues of columns
stretching around him in all directions, and losing themselves
in the darkness.

221, Who owns the biggest kite ever made ?

A Japanese gentleman owns a kite 50ft. by 45ft., which
required 5,800 sheets of paper and 330 pieces of wopd for its
construction. The weight, including tail, is upwards of 1,700lb.,
or more than three-quarters of a ton. M. Maillot, a member
of the French Society of Aerial Navigation, owns a kite of
octagonal shape, which has a superficial area of eighty-five
square yards. The largest kite ever made in this country was
one owned by Mr. George Pocock, of Bristol (grandfather of
the well-known cricket champion, W. G. Grace), for the
purpose of drawing a carriage along the roads. It was
12ft. by 15ft., and proved the feasibility of such a mode of
conveyance. Mr. Maxim, the inventor of the well-known quick-
firing gun, has made a steam kite, 13ft. long by 4ft. wide,
which 1is p}opelled through the air by a Fght screw, making
2,500 revolutions a minute. When properly inclined and the
screw going at a certain speed, the kite moves horizontally ;
when the =frew tyrns faster, it%ascends; and when slower, it
des®ends. The largest kite ever made in the United Statds is
that produced in Dutham., Greene (ounty, New York, about
three years ago. The frame considted of two main sticks 28ft.
long, weighing each 100lb., and twb cross sticks 21ft. long, and
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weighing 76lb. each; all of these sticks were 2in. by 6in. in
dimensions. Over the frame-work was stretched a great sheet
of white duck 25ft. sy 18ft., and weighing 551b. The tail of the
kite alone weighed 50lb. and contained 155yds. of muslin.
Twenty-five hupdred feet of half-inch rope served as “Kkite-
strings.” This plaything cost £20, and wEen it mounted into
the air it exerted a lifting power of 500lb. Six men once per-
mitted it to ascend 1,000ft. Another made in New Haven,
Connccticut, is 12ft. across and 15ft. high, covered with red
cambric. Twelve hundred fect of Manilla cord is used in
“raising” it. This is run from a great reel, about the size of a
steering wheel of a steamer. It requires two men to turn the
cranks, which it is stated will bear two tons pressure.

222. Why do musicians tune their instruments after,
instead of before, coming into the orchestra ?

It is a mistake to imggine there is no tuning of the
instruments before coming into the orchestra. Violinists,
double bass players, and violas (if professionals or good
amateurs) keep their instruments, as a rule, up to concert pitch,
the difference of temperature, the loosening of a peg, or
variation in the tension of the strings necessitating another
tuning when in the orchestra. Stringsof catgut are materially
affected by moisture, which swells them laterally and tends to
shorten them. Damp heat sharpens the strings, while dry heat
flattens them. Concert rooms, according to the state of
the weather, experience both conditions. Hence so much
tuning ws soon as in the orchestra is necessary to get the
instruments accustomed to the temperature of the room.
Wood wind instruments, such as oboes, clarionets, and bassoons,
sharpen from the swelling of the wood by the warm, moist
breath of the performer. Brass instruments also sharpen
by the heat of the performer’s breath.

223. Has there ever been & white nigger ?

Solomon Tenry, who is known as the “ White Nigger” of

astan’s Panopticum, at Berlin, wa3 born at Sierra Leone, of
black parents, and is now twenty-four years of age. Although
possessing features of the negio type, his skin is white, and his
crisp, curl 7, and 2bundant hair yellow as straw. Solomon is
the only white child of his parents, the other members of the
family being black like themselves. Another case is that of
twp negroes (father and son), living within a*few miles of
Madinon, U.S.A., who had~gradually ¢hanged from the *sable
hue of the African race to that of the white. The younger
negro first cast off his dusky skin, and became as white as
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anyene so born, and then the change of colour ogcurred with
the father. The Leucothiopes, or white negroes, are 8o
common that they wecre, at one timp, considered to be
a distinet race; but closer observation having since shown
that the same phenomenon occurs in individuals of
other nations, that idea has long been discarded. White
niggers are not morc rare than are albinos“among other,
nationalities, and may be simply regarded as freaks of Nature.
The peculiarity is attributable to the absence of colouring
matter which, in the normal state, is secreted between the
cuticle and the true skin, and also of the dark pigment of
the eye, so that the skin has a pale, sickly-white colour, while
the iris of the eye appears red, from its great vascularity.
Darwin mentions that Dr. Rohlfs informed him that he had
often seen in Africa the offspring of negroes either completely
black, completely white, or even picbald.

224. Where is there a womans boating eight ?

At a woman’s college in Boston, in the United States of
Ameri¢a, there is a boating ‘“cight,” composed only of
girl students. The fair oarswomen are muscular as well as
pretty, and they swing the 10-foot oars with a strength thas
removes any doubt of their ability to pull a good stroke.
A ladies’ boat-race formed one of the chief features at a
regatta at Gibraltar in the spring of 1890. The ladies
rowed in paired-oared skifls, coxswained by midshipmen, four
crews entering for the contest. There 1s a boating eight,
named “The Ladies’ Club,” m connection with the family of
Mr. Hammersley, Abuey House, Bourne End, near‘Maiden-
head. It is well known on the Thawmes dor many miles
round. Men arc not absolutely excluded from rowing in the
boat, but women are the chief and conspicuous performers,
At Portobello, near Edinburgh, a very strong ladies’ row-
ing club has existed for some years, and amongst their boats
are two eight-oared ones, which regulaily compete in matches
every summer.

225. Which is considered the most costly brced “of
horses ?

There cath no longer be any doubt as #» the most costly
breed of horses in the world, for in the spring of 1892,
Mr. J. Malcolm Forbes, a citizen of Boston, in Massachusetts,
purchased for the enormous suw of $135,000—cquivalent to
27,000 guineas -a trotter named.Aryan, who had dune®his
mile as a two-year-old*in 2min. 10js¢z. This peerles$ horse
was bred by Governor Stanfoud, wl’t:) owns two inucense stud-
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farms in California, and is said to divide with Mr. Cascy, of
Buenos Ayres, the reputation of being the largest raiser of
equine stock in the warld. The sire of Aryan—Electioneer—
is Governor Stanford’s favourite trotter stallion, and his
vrogeny are in great request in all the States and territories
bordering on the an.ciﬁc. It is claimed by such enterprising
breeders of horses of all descriptions as Governor Stanford and
Mr. J. B. Haggin, that the air, herbage, and water of California
are better adapted to stock-raising purposes than those of any
other portion of the Old or New World. William Youatt, in
his book on the Horse, states that the horses of Nubia
or Dongola, in Africa, are the most perfect in the world.
One was sold at Cairo, in 1816, for a swm equivalent to
£1,000. Of special racehorses, (YKelly paid altogether
1,137 guineas for liclipse, who was never beaten nor paid
forfcit, won for his owner on the turf more than £25,000, and
was the sire of 334 winners, who netted to their owners more
than £160,000, exclusive of flates and cups, and O’Kelly still
refused to sell him for less than £25,000. Axtell, who trotted
a milg in 2min. 12sec., was sold for £21,900. Ormonde was
sold for £20,000, and £10,000 was offered and refused for an
American trotting stallion.

226. Has a dinner-party ever been held inside an organ
" swell-box ?

Such an cntertainment is said to have been given in the
largest organ in the world. This was built by Messrs. Hill
and Son, and is in the Town Hall at Sydney. The internal
width of this instrument is 0ft., with a depth of 20ft. It con-
tains 126 speaking stops, distributed between five manuals,
took three years to build, and cost £15,000. The most re-
markable feature of this organ was its Gift. stop, a striking reed
of true length on the pedal organ. In the “ Reminiscences of
Dr. Spark,” the Leeds organist, there is a curious story of a
diuner-party given in 1858 *in the swell-box of the Leeds
Festiva.\ organ. The swell-box held ten people—J. W. Davison,
Hewry Smart, and Howard Glover baing the life and soul of
the company. The menn consisted of a fine salmon, some
choice entrées from (funter’s, a haunch of venison, a dozen of
champagne, and sixwbottles of 1834 port.

227. Which church steeple has been utilized as a
lighthouse ? . . ¢

Tife steeple, or “stump,” as it is locally caﬁled, of the pafish
church of St. Botolph, #t Boston, on tife south-east coast of
Lincolnshire, near the Wasl:,‘ has long being utilized as a light-
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house. The tower is 290ft. in height, and resefnbles that of
Antwerp Cathedral, and it is crowned by a beautiful octagonal
Jantern. This tower being visible forty miles away, it serves
as a lizhthouse to guide mariners when entering what are called
the Boston and Lynn Deeps. The church is one of the largest
without aisles in the kingdom, being 290ft. long by 98ft. wide
within the walls. The church contains: steps to tower, 365
corresponding with days in a year ; windows,52, corresponding
with weeks in a year ; pillars, 12, corresponding with months
in a year ; doors, 7, corresponding with days in a week ; steps
to library, 21, corresponding with hpurs in a day ; stairs to
chancel, 60 each, corresponding with seconds in minute and
minutes in hour. Aniron beacon or fircpot could till lately
be seen standing upon the tower of Monken Hadley,
near Barnet, in Middlesex. It is supposed to have been
intended as a signal-light to benighted monks and others. The
last occasion on which it was used was in an illumination at
the marriage of the Prince of Wales. The Church at St.
Buryan, near the Land’s End, Cornwall, one of the loftiest
towers in the country, stands 519ft. above the sea, and the
tower was formerly used as a lighthouse. This light was scen

lainly at the Scilly Isles, a distance of over twenty-six miles.
The tower at St. Michael’s Mount, Penzance, was also used as
a lighthouse, and has what is called the Lantern Tower.

228. Is there any church clock that strikes the hour
twice ?

Such is the case with the clock in the tower of St: Clement
Danes Church, in the Strand, London. The hour is struck
once on the large bell, weighing 24¢wt., and also on the Sanctus
—a. bell in the spire which dates back to the fifteenth century,
and is said to be one of the bells used before the Reformation.
It was in this church that the famous Dr. Johnson regularly
attended ; a brass plate marks the pew—No. 18 in the north
gallery —which was occupied by him. The celebrated clock in
Strassburg Cathedral algo strikes the hour twice. .

229. Whereis the finest collection of earved oak furniture
in.England ? .

The only collection of oak furniture in O.Engla.nd which the
¢ Builder’ thought worthy of mention from 1872 to 1892
“inclusive is,that of the Oak Ropm in the offices of the New
River Company, a5 Clerkenwell. It is the roam in whick the
meetings of thie proprietors of tlfe Naw River, Waterworks are
held. The house in which it is situated was built in 1613, and
vepaired and refronted in 1782. The carving in the room is
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attributed * to Grinling Gibbons, the celebrated wood
artist, who died ;in 1721. The ceiling, wainscotting,
and chimney-piece are all of the most perfect workman-
ship, and all the chairs and tables are appropriate.
This company can well afford such a costly apartment. Its
called-up capital is indeed but three and a half millions; but,
founded in 1619, probably the oldest sharehold company in
England, its shares have long been precious heritages, and
though nominally for £100, the selling price, if one ean be
bought at all, is £123,000. Other work of Grinling Gibbons
is at Petworth, in Sussex, the seat of Lord Leconfield, whose
father was the natural son and adopted heir of the third Earl
of Egremont, and was raised to the peerage ; one room there
being considered among the artist’s chief performances. At
Chatsworth, the famous Derbyshire seat of the Duke of
Devonshire, there is a great deal of his work, and though it
is chiefly ornamental, such as foliage, flowers, feathers, it is of
exquisite delicacy and truth. Other specimens of his work-
manship are the embellishments of an entire gallery at. South-
wick® Park, near Fareham, in Hampshire, the seat of Mr.
Thomas Thistlethwayte.

230. Has any person in this country been buried on a
house-top ?

There is a house near the Marble Arch, London, on which
is a glass dome. Through this dome can be seen a large
oblong box, painted black, which has the appearance of a
coffin. The story is that the owner, who was also the tenant
of the house, made a provision in his will that his body should
not be buried, but should be placed in a coffin ingide the glass
dome, where it is now said to remain. The father of one of
the largest property owners in London is said to have been
buried in a like manner on the top of one of the finest
buildings in the City. It is*doubtful whether either of these
two instances has been sufficiently verified as to be con-
clgsively proved. A coffin rests on $he rafters of the roof of
the stable of the Old Castle Inn, at Stevenage, containing
the body of Henry Trigg, who, during his life, owned and
occupied the inn. v

231. Has any work in a cathedral in this country been
executed by convigt labour ? . ¢

Mie mosaic work with whjch a large portion of the crybt of
St. Pdul's Cathedral, im the City of ¥.ondon, is paved, was
made by the female convics of Woking prison. The whole of
the crypt will, in course o® time, be covered,in the spme way.
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The quarries of the Isle of Portland, in Dorsetshire, supplied
the materials for St. Paul's Cathedral, and for all the most
splendid buildings in London, about 70,000 tons of Portland
stone being now raised from these quarries annually. All
the quarries of the island, which number about 100, are
Crown property, but, except where the stone is taken for
Government purposes, are leased to various firms, who pay
a royalty on cvery ton. The convict prison, with its
cells for 1,h00 prisoners, was erected only in 1848,
Therefore, though the convicts quarried the stone for
the great Portland breakwater, which is two miiles in length
and between fifty and sixty teet decep in the sea, as well
as for many other immense public works on the island and
elsewhere, they, of course, did not help in this way to build
St. Paul’s, but may have largely assisted in its repairs. They
not only quarry stone, but dress it; make bricks, saw
wood, and iron is cast, forged, and wrought by them ; only
one article for erecting convict prisons not being made
by them, and that is locks. The (‘athedral of St. David’s,
in Hobart, Tasmania, a mnoble pile of buildings on an
eminence overlooking the city, was entirely constructed by
convict labour.

232. Which are the northernmost and most southerly
towns in the world ?

Hammerfest, in Norway, the rendezvous of the fishing fleets
of the Kara Sea and the waters along the Spitzbergen coasts,
is the northernmost town in the world, being situgted well
within the Arctic Circle. It is a gfeat cod-fishing station, and
one of its industries is the preparation of cod-liver oil. Punta
Arenas, situated at nearly the foot of South America, in the
Magellanes territory of Chili, is the most southerly town in
the world. The island of Spitzbergen is nearer the North Pole
than Hammerfest, but contains no town, althongh it is visited
by fishermen and others during the fishing season, numbers of
them remaining there for a month or two at a time. Parts of
the island of Tierra-del-Fuego are further south than Puauta
Arenas, and are occupied by a race of savages; but no town
exists south of Punta Arenas or north of Hammerfest.

233. What is the most curious materla‘i out of which a
. model of a ship has been made ?

Beef bone$ ; a mpdel of HM.S. Victory having been made
out of that material by the Freach prisoners of war while
confined at Portsmoufir in 1805. LThts modet was exhibited
some time ago at tho Jerusalem' Shipping Exchange, the
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directors hating allowed it to be placed in their exchange
room. It was the property of the late W. B. Head, former‘iy
a shipbroker in London. He had relatives in the Navy, one
being master of H.M.S. Bellerophon, at the Battle of Tratalgar,
vhere he was killed in the heat of the action, and another was
flug-lieutenant.of HM.S. Victory in 1812, The model was,
after the death of Mr. Head, purchased by subseription, to be
presented to the Greenwich College Museum, the proceeds
being applied for the benefit of the son and daughter of the
deceased.

234. What was the greatest number of people killed in
a railway accident in this ecountry ?

Seventy-cight—that number having been killed in the
accident which occurred on the 12th June, 1889, at Killooney,
near Armagh, ou the (ireat Northern Railway of Ireland, to a
Sunday-school children’s exeyrsion on its way to Warren Point,
a pretty watering-place on the shores of Carlingford Lough.
In this accident there were 400 persons injured. The next
most disastrous event was the Tay Bridge disaster, December
28th, 1879, when seventy-four persons met their death,
Another at Shipton, Deccember 24th, 1874, caused the loss
of thirty-four lives and injured seventy. Equally fatal with
the Shipton accident in actual loss of life was the horrible
accident at Abergele, in Wales, on the Chester and
Holyhead branch of the London and North-Western Rail-
way, on August 20th, 1868, when an express train ran into
a van containing petroleum,and the oil being ignited, thirty-
four, or as some say thirty-three, persons were burned to death,
but their bodies were so consumed that only one cculd be
properly identified at the inquest. At Thorpe, near Norwich,
on the 10th September, 1874, twenty-six lives were lost and
fifty injured by a collision. On the 25th August, 1861, the
Clayton Tunnel collision caused the death of twenty-three and
injury to 176 persons.

2350 Do any of the fish species 'proceed through the
water with scouts and sentries, like an army
on the march ?

This is the case with a species of mullet found abundantly
in the South Pacific Ocean. These fishes swim in shoals of
several hundreds together, ang, like troop< on the march, have®
ofticqrs, pioneers, a skirmish line on each™lank, and o wear
guard, but no stragglerg, as®sometimessoccurs in the case of
long and heavy army marches. Three leading fish swim
slowly on, each alert for agy danger on his partlcu!n_r plane;

]
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a similar group are a few feet away, and a third-still farther
distant. .\ few fathoms in the rear will be seen the solid
shoal of fish swimming along unconcernedly, with perfect
confidence in the watchfulness of their scouts. Similar
parties of threes are detached on each flank and in the
rear, while above and below the main army are single fish
deployed at regular distances. If an overhead scout sinkse
to the main body, they at once move downward to
a level of greater safety, or if a lower scout swims
upwards, the obedient shoal rises nearer the surface till the
peril is past. When the shoal is about to enter a basin in the
coral, their chosen feeding-ground, the main body halt at the
entrance. The flanking parties set out right and left about
the inclosed water, leaving three sentinels at every opening
upon the broader sea without. These scouts swim across the
basin in every direction, until satisfied that it is free from
danger. The great body of the fish then enter and scatter to
feed upon the bottom. Soon sorhe of the fish feeding at the
bottom leave the others, apparently in response to some signal.
By thtees they swim to the several passages to relieye the
pickets, and others rise to the surface to take the place of
those on duty there. No matter how long the shoal may
remain in its feeding-place the precautions are never relaxed,
and twice or thrice an hour the guards are relicved in the
orderly fashion of a disciplined army.

236. Have photographs under the sea ever been taken ?

Within the last few years by the Prince of Monaco, who
has devoted himself to the work of sea-exploration. His
yacht, the. Princess Alice, is equipped with all the latest
appliances for scientific research on and in the ocean. Dr.

eumayer, in 1874, presented to the Geographical Society of
Berlin a rcmarkable photographic apparatus for determining
the temperature and direction-current at any particular depth
in the ocean. In a brass box, hermetically sealed, and having
attached to it an apparatus resembling a vane or rudder, is a
thermometer and a magn®tic needle, behind each of which is
placed sensitive photographic paper, and in front of each is a
small nitrogen vacuum tuEe. The box also contains a small
induction coi]. When the apparatus is lowkred to the required
depth, the rudder causes it to take a direction parallel to the
current there existing, and hence a definite direction with refer-
encg to the eedle within. The thermometer soon acquireg the.
temperatureof the water outside axd becomesstationaxz.., Atthis
instant an electric curfent is sent to tHe box, which, by means
of the induction coil inside, lights yp the little hitrogen tube,
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the violet light of which, photographically very intense, prints
in about three minutes the position of the needle and the
heizht of the mercury column upon the prepared paper. The
current is then intermitted, the apparatus raised, the photo-
araphic tracing fixed, examined, and placed on record. Two
Seotch photographers have devised an apparatus for taking
shotographs under the water, and have produced several sub-
marine pictures of the bottom of the sea in the Firth of Clyde,
near Gourock. The camera is inclosed in a water-tight case,
and fixed to a loaded tripod, which is lowered into the water.
\When the latter has rcached its position on the bottom, the
camera cover is withdrawn by meaus of a pull-cord.

237. How ean wood be rendered incombustible ?

The following three methods will render wood more or less
incombustible.  First : Deal boards become almost incom-
bustible when painted over with a diluted solution of water-
glass or silicate of soda. The water-glass is usually sold as a
thick fluid, like honey. This may be thinned with soft water,
or boiled water will do, of about six or seven times ifs own
bulk, and the solution must be applied warm. In about
twenty-four hours another coat must be applied, and perhaps
a third. A new brush should be used, and be washed 1n clean
water after using, or it will become too soft. The boards must
be free from grease or fat when painted. A second method is
to soak the wood in a strong solution of alum and sulphate of
copper ; about 11b. of each being sufficient for 100 gallons of
water. These substances janust be dissolved in a small
quantity of hot water, and then mixed with the water in
which the wood is to be steeped. The timber must be kept
under the fluid by stones, or any other method of sinking
it, for about four or five days. When taken out, it must
be allowed to dry thoroughly before being used, A third
plan for rendering wood partially fire-proof 1s to whitewash it
two or three times.

238, Has a cargo of eats ever been brought into this
country ? :

In the early part of 1890 a cargo of cats arrived in this
country from Egypk, having been shipped by a merchant in
Alexandria to a merchant in Liverpool. This cargo consisted
of twenty tons of cats, being the remains of 18Q,000 of the
§acr§d Egy;])ltian cats, every® one of which at the time of
its decgase had been deemad worthy of special embalment
into a mummy and hoftourable sepultfire, accordirg to the
rites of the ancient cities jp that country. These mummified

b ’ () ’
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cats are supposed to have lived some thousands of years
before Christ, and to have been buried, for close upon 4,000
years in the cat cemetery at Beni Hassan. They were acci-
dentally discovered by a fellah husbandman, in 1889, by the
ground on which he was working falling in, ‘and disclosing an
immense subterranean cave in which they weré found. This,
cave was tenanted by untold legions of cats, all sedulously
embalmed and swaddled in cloth ccrements. A second con-
signment weighed nine tons. There was brisk competition
when the cargo was sold by auction. Heads brought as much
as 4s. 6d. each ; body without head, 5s. ¢d.; while the bulk
averaged £5 17s. Gd. per ton.

239. Which country in Europe has the most donkeys ?

There are vastly more donkeys in Spain and Portugal than
in any other country of Europe. Iamous for their beauty, as
were for centuries Andalusian hogses, the only animals belong-
ing to Spain still noted for their excellence are mules and
asses, which are recognised as the best to be found anywhere.
There, as in Italy and Malta, the ass is carefully bred, and has
thus been greatly improved. No less than £200, it is said, is
sometimes paid 1n Spain for a male ass. The following is the
result of a count made some years ago of the actual number of
asses in different countries of 1inrope, and of the number that
there are for every thousand of the popnlation :(—

Nt . Per 1000
- inhabitants.
Spain and Portugal ....... veeee 2,510,000 ... cesseseinnnn 125
(Greece ... .......eee.. e 4,000 ... N )
Ttaly . hoL600 ..., 17
France . .... ... 406,800 ... . 11
United Kingdom ... veee 33T,000 ...l 10
Austria ... ... ... 496,000 3
Delgium and Holland . ....... 15,000 2
Germany ...... .... . 40,000 . ... . 1

In Egypt there were 88,000, cr 18 for every 1,000 persons. The
number increased in the United Kingdom, from 130,000 in
Great Britain and 141,006-in Treland, or 271,000 in all, in 1£50,
to 150,000 in Great Britain and 187,000 in Ireland, or a total of
337,000 for the year 1830.

240. In what part of the world are “medicine bottles
worshipped ?

" “This occurred in Burmah. -A lady missionary in that
couwtry, some timé ago, gave DrA. J. Gordon the following
account of how she was the innocent cause of this peculiar
mode of worship having been instituted. In ont of her tours
she came upon a village where chélera was raging. Having
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with her a quantity of a famous pain-killer, she went from
housé to house administering the remedy to those attacked,
and left a number ¢f botiles to be used after she had gone.
Returning to the village some months subsequently, she was
met by the head man of the community, who cheered and de-
lighted her by this intelligence : “ Teacher, we have come over
to your side # the medicine did us so much good that we have
accepted your god.” Overjoyed at this news, she was con-
ducted to the house of her informant, who, opening a rooin,
showed her the pain-killer bottles solemnly arranged in a row
upon_the shelf, and before them the whole company imme-
diately prostrated themselves in worship,

241. Which vegetable contains the greatest number of
medicinal properties ?

Medical authorities ditfer very considerably on this point,
and plants, like lettuce, for instance, may at one time be highly
valued for supposed medicinal properties, and subscquently
be generally set aside as comparatively valueless. Taking
vegetables, as commonly understood, sage and rhubarl would
probably take first rank. The leaves and flowering parts of
the sage plant, infused as tea, ave tonic and astringent. Sage-
tea with Eon_ey is a valuable gargle in cascs of inflammation
of the throat and relaxation of the uvula. The oil of sage is
used in liniments against rheumatism. It is an excelient
tonic and corrective of the liver and kidneys, is a diuretic, and
its leaves make a good poultice for healing sores. Rhubarb is
a cathartic, an astringent, and a tonic, as well as a uscful
aperient® With reference® to plants generally, the same
difference of opinion exists. Yarrow, lobelia, camphor, and
quinine stand highest in estimation. Preparations of the
latter are very largely used both internally and externally.
Lotions locally applied have a germicidal, antiputrefactive,
muﬁ.ntifermentative action. Tt isa good tonic, and also of
gre2® valueas an antipyretic and a prophylactic.

242. Does an addition of salt make a solution of sugar
sweeter or the reverse ?

On November 21st, 1892, there were several experiments by
ofticials of the Unwersity Munseum, Oxford, to test whether
the addition of salt to a solution of sugar made it sweeter or
the reverse. First of all, one ounce of pounded white sugar,
was dissolved in hot water, snd tasted, ang then an ounce of
salt wvas dropped gently in, gvhich sank to the bottom and) of
course, ®absorbed some sof the water, While it was doubted
whether 1t would absorh si#gar at the same time. The water

]
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above the salt was then tasted, and was thought generally to
be sweeter ; but the quantity of salt was thought too large for
the test to be reliable. Another ounce of sugar was therefore
dissolved in warm water, and a pinch of salt dropped in and
stirred in a glass containing part of the solation, which was
tasted alternately with part of it in another glass without salt
by three persons who knew what the difference was, and by
three who did not. They were unanimous that the solution
with the salt was the sweetest. The salt seemed to sharpen
up the flavour of the sugar. This experiment has also been
carried out by Professor Zuntz, who some time ago made a
communication on the subject to the Physiological Society
of Berlin.

243. What Englishman in recent times has become an
Indian chief ?

Mr. J. Graham Kerr, at the meetjng of the British Association
at Edinburgh in 1892, exhibited in the Anatomical Theatre
of the.New University Buildings in that city a collection of
weapons, photographs, a fire-drill, articles of clothing etc.,
used by the Toba Indians of the “Gran Chaco.” The articles
had been collected by Mr. Kerr when he accompanied the
Pilcomayo Expedition in 1890-91. At the close of his descrip-
tion, which was brief and interesting, the lecturer received the
cordial thanks of the section, and Professor Sir William
Turner mentioned that Mr. Kerr was now a chief of the Toba
Indians, and that the natives had treated him most kindly
throughout his long and adventurous journey. On. October
1st, 1869, Prince Arthur, son of Queen Victoria, and now
Duke of Connaught, in travelling through Canada, having
visited the villages of the Indians, was selected by them Chief
of the “Six Nations.” These were the Iroquois Indians, com-
posed originally of five tribes, known as Mohawks, Oneidas,
Onondagas, Seunecas, and Cayugas—a powerful and celebrated
confederation.

244, Does punishment by torture still exist in eny
civilized country ?

The Chinese make use of torture in thejr courts of justice ;
the kind rhost commonly inflicted being flogging. The
obdnrate witness is laid flat on his face, and the executioner

‘dBlivers his blows on the uppyer part of the thigh with

the. concave side* of a split bamboo, the sharp cdoes
of which mutilate othe sufferfr ferribly. The ¢unish-
ment’ cohtinues until the man cither , supplies the
evidence required or becomesy insensible. Numberless
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other forms of torture are occasionally resorted to, such
as tying the witnesg up to a beam by his thumbs and big
toes, squeezing his fingers between pieces of bamboo, etc.,
and these, of course, vary both in kind and severity according
to the dispositiore of the presiding mandarin. The slow death
of stabbing issalso inflicted for the erimes of treason, parricide,
*and incest. Securely tied to a post, the head of the condemned
convict is placed in a kind of pillory, while the magistrate
delegated to witness the execution of the sentence draws from
a covered basket a knife, on the handle of which is written the
part of the body in which it is to be inserted. This horrible
torture is continued until chance selects the heart or some
other vital part. The torture of the “Turkish bath?” is one of
the devices of the American police for extracting confessions
from suspected criminals. In Russiathe knout is still popular,
while in Turkey the bastinado torture prevails. In Persia
a common form of punishment is burying alive with the head
left above ground, exposed to the sun and attacks of birds and
insects. .

245. Who was the first professional actress in this
eountry ?

Prynne denounced the attempt made in 1629 to introduce,
according to Continental custom, French women at the Black-
friars Theatre. This was the first appearance of professional
females on the English stage. They were, however, foreigners.
In a performance of * Othello,” on December 8th, 1660, there
was a preloguc by one “J.aJordan,” which he professes was
written to introduce the first English woman that came to act
on the stage—Mrs. Anne Marshall—who was the leading lady
of the company, and is considered the first professional English
actress in this country. A claim has been made for Mrs.
Coleman, who took the part of Ianthe in Sir W. Davenant’s
“Siege of Rhodes,” in 1656. On January 3rd, 1661, we find
Pepys at the theatre, witnessing the © Begears’ Bush,” which
he first saw performed by men only, and then by women.
Herd he adds : “The first time I ever saw women come upon
the stage” On his next going, he saw Beagmont and
Fletcher's “Scornful Lady” done by a woman, which, as he
thought, added greatly to the effect.

246, How many schools of seience and art are there in
the United Kingdom *® > .
According to the thirty-nirth report of the Department of
Science and Art of the Commmittee of Council on Education,
there were 2,164 schools, 8,568 classes, and, 148,408, pupils
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under instruction. Of these pupils 144,985 came within the
category of those on account of whose instruction payments on
the results of examinations are made byithe Department. Of
the schools 1,614 were in England and Wales, 324 in Scotland,
and 226 in Ireland. The number of students for examination
was 90,812, or an increase of 7,742 on the previous year.
Besides these, 2,847 self-taught students and pupils presented,
themselves for examination. The number of examination
vapers worked by the 93,659 students examined was 179,549,
or an average of very nearly two papers per student ; 72,463
students were successful in passing 1n one or more subjects,
and of these 37,333 for the first time. In the previous yecar
71,417 were successful, and 37,614 for the first time. The
payments on results, cxclusive of sums paid to training colleges,
amounted to £102,181. 1In 1886 there were 1,682 schools, of
which 1,259 were in England and Wales, 226 in Scotland, and
197 in Ireland ; while in 1881 the number of schools was 1,355.
t

247. What bird keeps its young a year in the nest ?

This is a peculiarity of the condor, thelarzest of the yulture
species. The young are unable to fly for a whole year, requiring
that lengthy period of time in which to develop the immense
strength and power of flight to which they attain when full
grown. During the first twelve months of their existence the
old birds have therefore to attend to the wants of their young
ones, which remain in the nest until they attain their full

ower of flight and can scek their own prey.  The condors

ave their central home in the Andes, and their nests, which
are very roughly put together, are placed at such heights as to
be almost inaccessible to man. These birds soar to immense
heights, until in fact they are lost to view in or far above the
clouds.

248. What is the greatest area of land covered by a
single tree?

Nearly seven acres.  One of the largest banyan trees known
to exist has been discovtred on one of the Howe Islands: 300
miles from Port Macquarie, in Australia, and the space it
covers is nearly seven acres. I'ive acres is the area covered by
a banyan trée growing on the banks of thé River Narbudda, in
the Province of Guzerat, India. It is distinguished by the

<rame of Cubbeer Burr, which was given it in honour of a
famous saint. Hégh floods havd-at various times swept away
parts of this extraordinary treey but what remains is flearly
9,000ft. in circumference, measured rbund the principai stems ;
the overhanging branches not yef struck down® cover a much
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larger space. The large trunks of this tree amount to 350, and
the smaller ones excegd 3,000, every one of which is constantly
sending forth branches and hanging roots to form other trunks.
It is said that 7,000 persons find ample room to repose uunder
its shade. Whatsis reputed to be the largest tree in the world
is situated ineMuscoli, near the foot of Mount Atna, and is
called the “Chestnut Tree of a Hundred Horses,” and is,
moreover, believed to be one of the oldest trees in the world.
Five enormous branches arisc from one great trunk, which is
212ft. in circumference. A part of the trunk has been broken
away, its interior being hollow, and lawrge enough to contain a
Hock of sheep, or two carriages can be driven abreast through
it.  Colonel William Henry Sykes mentions a banyan tree
which he saw at the village of Mhow, in the Poona district of the
Bombay Presidency. It had sixty-eight descending stems, and
constituted a grove capable, when the sun was vertical, of
affording shade to 20,000 mex.

249. What has been the largest litter of pups on regord ?

Sonfe twenty-seven years ago it is recorded that a St. Bernard
bitch, belonging to a Mr. Soliague, of Barking, had twenty-one
pups at one litter—they were very weakly, and all died within
a few days of their birth. Tt was also noted in the ¢ Standard’
some time ago that a retriever bitch had seventeen puppies
in a litter- -all of which were strong and healthy ; on another
occasion she had sixteen. An Irish setter bitch once had
scventeen pups ; while litters of twelve, eleven, ten, and nine
are not at’all uncommon. ®

250. How many dress suits are lent out in London every
night ?

These are estimated to average throughout the year between
1,500 and 2,000 nightly, at prices ranging from 5s. to 21s. per suit
per night.  Of course 1t varies with seasons, and can never be
ascertained with absolute accutacy. The hiring system has of
late, years cxtended in every directign, and to almost every
incident in life. It inclndes not only dress suits, but wedding
dresses and outfits, fancy as well as ordinary dresses and
nniforms, besides dyesses for every occasion, trom a christening
to a coronation. All can be hired for the day or the evening.
It does not stop at dresses, but the individuals to wear them
can also be hired, should occagion arise. *

251, ‘Wpat is the highgst price ever paid for a pigeon ?

A hundred and fifty ponnds was given in 1891 for the
winner of the Concours National, of Belgium, which won a
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race of 500 miles, in which 3,000 carrier pigeons took part.
At the Crystal Palace show in 1891, Miss Calcroft bought two
carrier pizcons for £200 the pair. Mr. Stephen Salter,
formeérly of Oxford, sold an owl pigeon to Mr. Sydney Brunton
for £100. Writing on November 26th, 1892, Mr. A. Lubbock
says: “I have known cases of £50 and upwatds being refused
for a winner of races; and no wonder, for a really good bird |
may possibly win as much as £700 or £800 in a year, and in
addition may produce others as good or better.” The amount
of money invested in breeding-stock is large. It is by no
means rare for a breeder to have £500 or £1,000 in his pigeons.
It has been computed that at some of the great shows, notably
that held annually at the Crystal Palace, the actual value of the
pigeons reaches, if it does not exceed, £10,000. One breeder
1n fifteen years made a competency of about £5,000 entirely
out of pigeons, he being one of the most skilful fanciers of
the day.

252. What is the shortest title ever given to a novel ?

The shortest title ever given to a novel was “B”—sub-title
“ An Autobiography "—by E. Dyne Denton, in three volumes.
Whyte Melville, 1n 1869, published a novel to which he gave
as a title the alternative letters “M or N,” a term well known
to every student of the Church of England Catechism. The
following novels have short titles, each consisting of one word
of three letters, namely: “Leo” (1864), by Dutton Cook ;
“May” (1873), by Mrs. Oliphant; “Jet” (1878), by Mrs.
Edwardes ; “She” (1887), by Rider Haggard. The following
short-titled novels appear in Mudie’s list for December, 1892 :
“Bis,” by E. Gerard ; “ Eve,” by Author of “John Herring” ;
“Isa”; “Fan,” by Henry Harford; *Lil,” by Author of
“Tipcat”; “Tay,” by Rev. W. O. Peile; “Tim”; “Uly,” by
J. Thomas and Miss H. Smith. An American novel has been
publisked with the title “?”.

253, Which animal’s skin is most expensive ?

A skin of the sea-otter-has been sold for as much as £755,
Sable skins, little bigger than a man’s hand, have been sold for
£20 each, which is proportionately more expensive than the skin
of the sea-otter. A mantle of this valualle sable fur was a
gift to the Empress of Russia on her coronation, by the town
of, Vikoutsk in that country. It weighed 160z., and is valued
at £12,000. The skin of an eleiphant, when tanued, is very
expensive, the tanning taking sbout six months. Articles
made from elephant fiides are costly luxuries. Cigdr-cases,
card-cascs, and similar small articles vary from €5 to £20; a
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small pocket-book, without gold or silver ornamentation, brings
about £8 ; while a small satchel made of the same leather costs
from £60 to £80. e skin of a silver fox, otherwise called a
black fox, varies in price from £10 to £40. The whole number
obtained annually amounts to only 2,000, of which about 1,600
are imported jnto England. La Hontan states that in his time
a skin of the silver fox was worth its weight in gold, and an
unusually fine skin has been sold in the London market for
£50. Of the specie of marten which is distinguished as the
Russian sable, the darkest skins command £30 each. Inferior
skins of the same animal fetch as little as from 4s. to 8s. A
skin of the tiger of North China, which has hair from two to
three inches long, and frequently measures from ten to fourteen
feet in length, is valued at from £10 to £20. Amongst expen-
sive furs, Mrs. Mackay owns a set of black fox which cost
£2,800. The Princess of Wales is credited with having the
finest and most valuable set of furs in this country. The
Duchess of Edinburgh alsd®inherits a very rare and valuable
set from her mother, the late Empress of Russia.

254, How does a horse express its grief ?

A horse not only sheds tears under the emotion of grief, but
in moments of sudden or intolerable anguish utters a most
melancholy cry. In one of Cooper’s Indian novels dramatic
use is made of the scream of a wounded horse, and Lord
Frskine, in a speech made in the House of Lords upon the
Bill for enforcing humanity towards animals, noticed this
remarkable fact. An eye-yitness relates the following: “On
the advance to the heights of Alma, a battery of artillery
became exposed to the fire of a concealed Russian battery,
and in the course of a few minutes it was nearly destroyed,
men and horses killed and wounded, guns dismounted, and
limbers broken. On passing this wreck shortly afterwards I
observed a single horse still attached and unhurt. By its side
on the ground lay its late master, quite dead. The poor brute
had turned round as far as pdssible towards him, with its head
to ¢he ground smelling the body, and there were eopious tears
tflowing from its cyes. It looked so like a human being in dire
distress that I could not forget the sad expression for several
days.” hd

255. Which stone is most durable for building purposeg ?

Professor J. A. Ewing glves the following figures ag re-
presenging the comparatives strength of building waterials :
Granite, 24 to 5 ; limestbne, 2 to 2} ; safidstone, 1 to 2} ; slate,
14 to 3 ; brick, } to & Byf as to endurance when exposed to
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the atmosphere, while in some granites the felspar decom-
poses into china-clay, other varieties aretremarkable for their
extreme durability, as attested by the Pyramids and other
monuments of ancient Egypt, the most ancient of which are
at the lowest estimate 5.500 years old. Thé finest granite to
be obtained in these islands is the Aberdeen varieties. The.
granite of Tyene, which is found plentifully in Upper Egypt,
was extensively quarried 1,300 years B.c., and formed 1nto
obelisks, sarcopbagi, columns, etc., which have lasted without
injury down to the present day, but this is attributable to the
favourable climate of that country. The next most durable
stone is that obtained from the quarries of Craigleith, near
Edinburgh. In the south of England, the Crown quarries
of Portland produce the finest and most durable building
material ; most of the public buildings in London have been
built with it. To meet the destrnctive effects of climate,
such as damyp, fog, and sulphurors-laden smoke, the use of
concrete has much increased during late years. London uses
about 50,000 tons of Portland stone annually.

256. Where is the biggest greenhouse in the world ?

At Kew, in Surrey, where the famous Botanic Gardens, of
world-wide seputation, have glasshouses of all temperatures,
from that of the ordinary greeuhouse or conservatory, to the
temperature of the hothouse for the palms and other tropical
plants. The palm-house, covering nearly an acre, was com-
pleted in 1818, and is of the following dimensions : Length,
362ft. ; width at centre, 100ft.; “and height, 66ft.; and is
vlazed with more than 45,000 square feet of sheet
class. A splendid view of the smaller specimens, which
have been brought from all parts of the globe where
palms and bamboos flourish, is obtained from a gallery which
runs round the central portion of the building at a height
of about 30ft. The interior of the structure is heated by six
hoilers, with which a system of hot-water piping is connected.
The temperate-house, completed in 1861, 1s 212ft. long, 13%ft.
wide, and GOft. high ; two side octagons, 50ft. in diameter, and
two wings, each 112ft. long, 62ft. wide, and 36ft. high ; is built
of iron and glass, and contains valuable treds and plants trom
temperate climates. Another greenhouse, 500ft. in length, has
been added. There are a large number of smaller houses for
this, the most valughle and extensive collection in the world.
The“largest private greenhonse jn this country is that' at
Chatsworth, the seateof the Dukerof Devonshire, “which
measures 300ft. by 145ft.,and 65ft. in height, and" covers nearly
three-quarters of an acre. ‘
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257. Where are all the fowls white ?

In the western pakt of French Guinea, where the fowls
helonging to the Rucugenne trihe of Indians are all perfectly
white, not a coloured feather being found among them. The
natives lave no *tradition of a time when their ancestors
had fowls of” other colours, but the white chickens are
probably explained by the fact that white feathers are the
choicest ornaments among this people, and they will not wear
feathers of any other colour. In fact, their hens are raised
more for their feathers than for cooking purposes. It is
supposed that a long time ago, when their ancestors chose
white as their favourite colonr, they gave the preference to
those fowls which were nearest white, reserving the others for
cooking, and by constantly breeding from fowls that were
white, or nearly so, the present white breed was evolved. On
the Crichel Estate, belonging to Lord Alington, there is a
portion of it known as the** White Farm,” upon which no
animals but white ones are kept—the cattle, horses, dogs,
pou]try, peacocks, guinea-fowl, etc., are all white. It isthlso a
well-known fact that all animals in the Polar regions, as well
as in extremely cold latitudes, are all white in colour.

258. Where is there a lake of snow ?

Between the Himalaya Mountains, which separate India
from Tartary and Tibet, the snow collects in winter in lakes of
great length and of enormous depth, causing the annual rising
of the Indus and Ganges, as is the case with the Nile, the
Jordan, ahd many other rivkrs in varions parts of the world,
when these snows melt through the increasing heat of
spring and summer.  Such a lake was seen in 1892 by
a party, with Mr. Conway as leader, who were exploring
the almost unknown glacier system on the northern slopes of
the Karakoram Range, the western extension or terminus of
the Himalayas, and the northgrnmost portion of India, in the
region named Hindu-Kush. They traversed the Hispar Pass,
ningty miles in length, the longest dacier pass in the world,
for tKe first time on record. They left Nagar on June 27th,
1892, and crossed the summit of the pass on July 18th, from
which they had a nwst superb view over a vast level lake of
snow, some 300 synare miles in area, surrounded by a ring
of giant peaks. But the deep, steep gullies filled with snoy,
described by that greatest of scientific nyountain climbers,
Edward Whymper, in his “Travels Amongst the Great Artles
of the Equator,” may also fairly be called snow-lakes, though
on a smaller scale. Professor Tyndall, in his *““Forms of
Water,” describes the Me? de Glace, or Sea of Ige, mear
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Chamounix, in Savoy, the south-west corner of Switzerland, as
resemnbling rather a sea of snow in its superficial appearance,
“This is caused,” he tells us, “by the breaking up of the
surface by solar heat. When you pound transparent rock-salt
into powder, it is as white as table-salt, and it is the minute
fissuring of the surface of the glacier by the sun’s rays that
causes it to appear white. Within the glacier, the ice is.
, transparent.”

259. What amount of conscience money is received every
year by the Chancellor of the Exchequer ?

This varies considerably every year, the amount for the year
ending 31st March, 1892, being £253 11s. 8d., while in 1890 it
was £1,588 0s. 5d., and in 1885, the highest on record, it nearly
reached £10,000. The first known payment of conscience money
was on the 30th March, 1789, when £360 was carried to the credit
of the public. The remittance of that sum to the Chancellor
of the Exchequer was accompanieli by a note, stating that a like
amount had been wrongfully detained from the public Treasury.
The sims received as conscience money for many years averaged
about £6,000. These payments are by no means always
voluntary, but on the contrary, are frequently sent under
compulsion. When the Income Tax Commissioners find that
a man has understated his income, they make him pay a
certain sum supposed to be equal to the tax evaded. Instead,
however, of inflicting the legal penalty, the Commissioners
sometimes give the defaulter an opportunity of forwarding
the amount to the Chancellor of the Exchequer as conscience
money. Other departments of the Government, as, for in-
stance, the Post Office, occasionally obtain payments of con-
science money, and many large insurance companies receive
similar remittances.

260. Where is the largest creamery in the world ?

Near St. Albans, Vermont, in the United States. Twelve
thousand cows, ownéd by 700 farmers, supply it with cream,
and the average daily ‘product is 10,000lb., or five tons} of
butter. All cream received is tested in order to obtain a
thorough knowledge of the amount of butter-fat in tho average

roduct of éach farmer’s dairy, and he is"paid daily for the

utter value he brings in. There are fifty-four stations for
rezeiving the milk, and at these stations the cream is separated,
and, only the latteris sent on to the factory. They run a score
of churns, each of which will turz. off 500lb. of butter,in one
batch.* The butter-working machines %ire four in number, and
in a very few moments 80lb. can beproperly worked and salted.
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They use a cartload of salt every two months, and the factory
employs sixty hands, besides the forty on the station’s employ
force, to prepare the jroduct.

261. What is the largest amount bequeathed in reduction
of the Ngtional Debt of this country ?

Two hundred thousand pounds was obtained in 1885 by the
*hequest of the residue of the estate of Mr. John Ashton, of
Newton Bank, near Hyde, Chester. Since the year 1810, when -
Mr. Bargis, of Isleworth, set the example, no less than
£1,020,455 10s. 1d. of the National Debt has been wiped out
by the generosity of patriotic donors and testators. 1n 1886,
Mr. O'Reilly Drase bequeathed £10,000 to the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, to be applied towards extinguishing the National
Debt. From the estate of Miss Helen Blake, in 1876, the
Crown received £140,000 and a large amount of real estate.
Mr. George Perton, who died at Cheltenham in 1881, by his
death profited the Crown £300,000 ; the estate of Mr. Joseph
Bud yielded £100,000 in 1886 ; and the Heathcote case in 1887
brought in £200,000, representing the amount of the estate of
Mr. William Heathcote. A Parliamentary return, styled
“(Crown’s Nominee Account,” is annually presented to Parlia-
ment, giving the windfalls for the Exchequer. The amount
received during the year 1892, in respect of estates, was
£62,000 7s. 4d.

262, What are the beneflcial results of fogs on health ?

A fog has a beneficial effect in partially purifying the atmo-
sphere. This is borne out by the fact that when a fog subsides
the deposit contains the carbon, sulphur organic bases, and
other injurious and irritating particles which formerly existed
in a state of suspension in the atmosphere. The *Lancet’
says: “Just as water is ‘freed from objectionable suspended
matter by the addition of an impalpable powder, or a mixture
which gives rise to a fine precipitate, so probably is the air
deprived of suspended impuwrities by the subsidence of the
moisture particles in which the impurities become entangled.
It i# a matter of common observation® that the air is remark-
ably clear after the snbsidence of fog or mist.”

263. What is the qasiest method of testing diamonds ?
There are several ready tests for diamonds. That which is
generally adopted by jewellers has for its foundation the well-
known fact that the diamong is harder t]{m any other sub”
stanse, and can consequently not he scratched cr marked by
anythige but another diamiond. The second test is that it
becomes positively electric by friction, but is not electrified by
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heat, and this serves to distinguish it from the topaz and
mwany other stones. Another method of, determining whether
a diamond is genuine or not is to piercé a hole in a card with
a needle, and then look at the hole through the stone. If
false you will see two holes, but if genuine only a single hole
will appear. You may also make the test in another very
simple way. Put your finger behind the stone and look at it®
through the diamond as through a magnifying glass. If the
stone is genuine you will be unable to distinguish the grain
of the skin, but with a false stone this will be plainly visible.
Besides, looking through a real diamond the setting is never
visible, whereas it is with a false stone.

264. When was the first postal order issued in this
country ?

On the 1st day of Jannary, 1881, when there were orders of
ten diiferent amounts issued, namely, 1s., 1s. 6d., 2s 6d., 5s.,
7s. 6d., 10s., 12s. 6d., 15s., 17s. 6d., and £1. The orders for
12s. 6d. and 17s. 6d. were subseyuently withdrawn, and orders
for additional sums of smaller amounts issued in their place
for 2s., 3s., 3s. 6d., 4s., 1s. 6d., and 10s. 6d. The orders rapidly
gained in public favour, increasing from 4,462,920 in 1881-82,
to 52,659,545 in 1891-92. The figures for each year’s issue
since 1881 (omitting shillings) are as follows :—

uat ter ending 7
Q:ﬂst March, No. £
1881 646,989  ............ 292,150
1881-82 4,462,920 ... e 2,006,917
1882-83 7,980,328 3,451,284
1883-84 12,486,556 5,028,663
1884-85 18,831,164 7,885,347
1885-86 25,790,316 ... 10,788,946
1886-87 31,608,711 ... 2,958,939
1887-88 36,386,147 ... 14,696,369
1888-89 40,282,321 16,112,079 .
1889-90 44,712,648 17,737,802 -
1890-91 ... .. 48,841,765 . 19,178,367
1891-92 ... .. .. 52,669,545 .., e 20,563,750
265. How many silent communities are there in the
world ?

One of the largest of these is the mopastic order of Ta
Trappe, a branch of the Cistercians. It possesses monasteries
in many parts of Europe-—one composed of German brethren
being in Turkey. Although the Trappists may be classed as
one of the silent Jommunities, yet the common belief #hat
Trappists never speak js altogethd: erroneous. They de speak
ab stated times and under certain, conditions, and they make
use besides of most expressive sigps, each of which 18 sym-
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bolical. Eleven hours of their day are devoted to prayer and
masses ; the remaining hours to hard labour —performed in
strict silence. The White and Silent Nuns, known as the Ber-
nardines—a religious sisterhood at Bayonne, founded by 1’ Abbé
Cestac—voluntarily resign the privilege of specch. Except
when they join in a chant or murmur their prayers
they never 0'{)en their lips to speak, and through the long
year they hold no conversc with human beings. Of these
nuns there are over 150 honses scattered about France—
at Bayonne, Bordeaux, La Rochclle, Toulouse, Montpelier,
Limoges, Arras, Cambrai, and other places. The monks at
La Grande Chartreuse form another silent community, for
their silence is only brokcn once a week, when the daily
routine is interrupted by a long walk, which the fathers take
together. In January, 1892, the Queen Regent of Spain, with
her son, the boy King, visited the celebrated Carthusian
Monastery of Miraflores, about two miles from Burgos.
TLeo XI1IL granted permissidon to one of the monks to speak
to the Royal visitors during four hours only. Thus the Regent
and ber son heard the voice of a Carthusian monk,’ ninety
years of age, who had spoken never a word in nearly half a
century ! The following may be mentioned as the principal
communities of the silent order: Bellefontaine, France ;
Charnwood Forest, lingland : Montagnto, ncar Florence, Italy;
Freiburg, Switzerland ; Gethsemane ; and Kentucky, in the
United States.

266, What is the highest price ever paid for a set of
false teeth? »

One hundred pounds is the highest price paid for a set of
artificial teeth. Fifty pounds is trequently given ; and sums
ranging from fifteen to twenty-five pounds are sometimes
charged by first-class dentists for complete sets of false teeth.
The most popular sets are supplied for a guinea. Diamonds
have been set in artificial teeth, and should such a practice
become fashionable, it would probably increase the price per
set some ten or twenty fold. Artifigial teeth have been used
as % means of smuggling diamonds into the United States,
thirteen teeth of one lady smuggler having a diamond hidden
in a cavity in thg tooth. These, when so used as diamond
holders, must have been the most valuable sets of false teeth
in the world.

267. Where in this country is land mos{, valuable ?

it the City of London. #More thay £30 10s. an inch,'or a
thousand guineas per Yard, was paid for every piece of the
land between King Willigm Statue and Trinity Square, E.C.
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The ground around Lombard Street is estimated to be worth
not less than £2,000,000 an acre. £1,250,000 was asked from
the South-Eastern Railway Company for a small piece of
ground in Bermondsey. This piece of land was 16ft. in depth,
and contained an area of 4,134 superficial feet? so that the pricc
asked was at the rate of £13,000,000 an acre.© The railway
company, however, refused to purchase. Land in Pall Mal!,®
London, has been sold at the rate of £500,000 an acre. In
Cannon Street, London, in 1880, 600 square feet of lami
was sold for building sites for £4,500, which amounts to
£7 10s. a square foot, or £330,000 an acre ; and the same year,
in Gracechurch Street, building sites were sold at £18 18s. a
square foot, or £820,000 an acre. In 1885 these prices were
far exceeded, when 1,285 square feet of land was sold for
£37,000, which is £2S 16s. a square foot, or £1,260,000 an acre.
In Liverpool the rental of the Corporation land in 1672 was
£13, whilst in 1892 this same land, was valued at £12,500,000.
In Glasgow plots of land have been sold for £76 15s. and £54
per square yard. In the City of Chicago a plot of land was
purchased for £120, and after being held for twenty yeas sold
for £8,000, whilst the same land is now valued at £3,600,000

268. How many regiments in the British Army publish
newspapers ?

Ten. The Inniskilling Fusiliers (old 27th) publish a news-
paper monthly, entitled the  Sprig of Shillelagh.’ That of the

uffs is called ¢ The Dragon,” which mythological beast con-
stitutes the regimental crest; the Northumberland Fusiliers
(5th), ¢ St. George’s Gazette’ ; and the Ist York and Lancaster
géth), ‘The Tiger and Rose.” Each battalion of the East

ancashire Regiment (30th and 59th) has a paper, the title o}
the former being ¢ XXX and the latter ‘The Five and
Nine Lillywhites” Gazette’ (a sobriquet long ago conferred
on the corps by reason of the colour of 1ts facings).
The 2nd Battalion West Kent (97th) prblishes a paper,
entitled ‘The Qucen’s Own Gazette’; the 2nd Dukeyof
Edinburgh’s Wiltshire Regiment (99th), ‘The Nines’; the
2nd Suttolk (12th), ‘The 2nd Suffolk Gazette’; and the
2nd Munster Fusiliers (101th), formerly arr* East India Com-
pany’s regiment, ‘The Bengal Tiger) Besides, the Army
Service Corps possesscs a journal, which circulates throughout
thit branch generally. As a rule the regimental schoolmaster
is intrusted with tlie position of editor—and contribution’are
sent in by all ranks, frcu the commanding officer to the junior
druw boy. Their contents are varied and interesting, giving a
complete record of the lite of the regiment from week to week.
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269. Which novel, published during the past seven years,
has had the largest circulation ?

An Australian and an English novel seem to compete very
closely for the largest circulation within the last seven years.
There is “The My%tery of a Hansom Cab,” by Mr. Fergus W.
Hume, first s)lublished in Australia, where 25,000 copies were
sold within three months. When published in London, in 1887,
its sale was such as it is said has never been surpassed. The
publishers’ books showed that within five months after publi-
cation, on December 3rd of that year, no fewer than 372,000
copies were sold. “ Robert Elsmere,” by Mrs. Humphry Ward,
has had an immense sale. In five months it passed, in the
three-volume form, through seven editions; and through
thirteen editions in the year of its publication, 1888. By 1891
over 60,000 copies of the one-volume edition had been sold in
this country, and about 500,000 in the United States of
America ; the sale in this datter case consisted largely of

irated editions. It has also been translated into (German,
utch, and Danish. The ‘“Silence of Dean Maitland” ran
through ten editions in the first year of its existence.

270. Can water be boiled in a sheet of writing-paper ?

This can be done in the following manner: Take a sheet
of ordinary foolscap writing-paper and fold it up, just as you
would do to make a paper boat. Take care that the ends are
tolded over two or three times, so as better to hold the water.
Fill the boat with cold water and hold it over the flame of a
gas jet. TInstead of setting the paper on fire in an instant, as
one might naturally suppose, the gas will begin to boil the
water, which, in the course of a few minutes, will be seen
bubbling in the paper boat. After the boiling water is poured
out, the portion of the paper that has been in the gas will be
found to be smoked black, but this can be rubbed off, leaving
the paper as sound as it was before. Besides being a matter of
convenieuce in case of emergency, this simple experiment can
be egpiployed for amusement purposes. o

271. Have frozen flowers ever been imported into this
country ?

At an exhibition at the Aquarium, in September, 1892, by the
National Chrysanthemum Society, a number of frozen ¢hry-
santhemum blooms, from Wallington, New Zealand, werc on '
viewoand attracted a great ;deal of attenflon. The flowers
were fr8zen as long agosas tfle previoussApril, and had been
about two months in this commtry since the termination of their
long voyage, having been ®rought over in the refrigerating

*
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chamber of one of the large steamers employed for the
transhipment of frozen meat. On the cylinders in which the
blooms were packed being slightly tkawed, the cylindrical
blocks of ice were released, and in each a flower in a perfect
state of preservation was seen to be embedded. The blooms,
eight in number, comprised six varicties, mostly incurved
Japanese. First-class certificates were awarded to two of the
varieties, commending the others with one exception, in which
the bloom was considered 1o be rather small. The silver-gilt
flora medal of the society was also awarded to Mr. John
Earland, of Wellington, New Zealand, for this unique exhibit.
In December, 1842, Dr. John Taylor, of Backhouse, Ayrshire,
kept a passion tlower and a sea anemone for a considerable
time in the middle of summer by inserting their stems into
glass tubes, the water in which was artificially frozen.

272. How many Kkinds of avalanches are there ?

Avalanches have been divided'into four classes : (1) Powdery
avalanches, in which the snow and ice break up into powder,
forming a kind of silver cloud, sparkling like quicksilver, and
making a noise like distant thunder. This kind is more
dangerous by reason of the commotion produced in the air
than by its weight or power to overwhelm. (2) Creeping
avalanches. The mass of snow being disengaged moves
down a more gentle slope, as on an inclined plane, and so
is sluggish in its course. (3) Glacier avalanche, consisting of
a large mass of ice detached from the glacier above, which
descends to the valley. This is the least dangerous kind, and
is more common in summer. (4) The avalanche proper, which
is the most dangerous of all, and consists of vast accumula-
tions of snow set free from above, which increase in force as
they descend, overthrowing houses, tearing up trees, burying
villages, and swallowing up forests, cattle, and human beings.
Avalanches are sometimes of immense size ; two which fell in
the Alpine districts of Italy, in 1885, contammed 45,000 and
250,000 tons of snow respect:ively.

3
273. What distance has a signal by flash been trans-
mitted ?

One hundted and twenty-five miles. “A message was in
May, 1890, tlashed by Lieutenant *Vittenmeyer by Tleliograph
from Mount Reno, near Fort McDowell, Arizona, to Mount
Graham, near Fe:t Grant, whele it was received by Cgptain
Murray, the distance being 128 milcs. Captain Myrray by
turning his instrument flashed the méssage to Fert Huachuaca,
a further distance of ninety milgs; so that 215 miles were
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covered with a single intervening station. A narrow beam of
the powerful search-light on Mount Washington, shot upward
at an angle of forty-five degrees, was visible overhead at
Portland, eighty-ﬁve miles away. The light, which is of
100,000 candle - power, produces a sufficient illumination
at a distancg of twenty miles from the summit of
the mountain to render ordinary print legible. At the
late Electrical Exhibition at Frankfort, a 6ft. search-light
of 20,000 candle-power could be plainly seen at Bingen, forty-
five miles away ; whilst at the late Royal Naval Exhibition
Lieutenant Wells sent up a beam by means of the electric
light to the height of about two miles, and this was found to
be visible at least thirteen miles, whilst the illumination in the
sky was seen at Frant, near Tunbridge Wells, a distance of
thirty-three miles. The horizontal beam of the Eddystone
Lighthouse, of nominally 500,000 candle-power, can be seen
only seventeen and a half miles, and then ouly on a clear dark
night, whereas the Naval Xxhibition search-light of 6,500
candles was visible nearly twice the distance. .

274. What is the earliest record of shorthand praectised
in this country ?

Character writing was the name given to shorthand in this
country when it was first introduced, and the earliest record of
its practice was by Dr. Timothi\; Bright, who combined, as was
not unusual at that time, the medical with the clerical
profession. He found it of great service to him in both
capacities, and in 1587 he published his work on shorthand
intituled : “ Characterie: An Arte of Short, Swifte, and
Secrete Writing.” Another treatise was published by Peter
Bales, some years later, in 1600. Since then there have been
at least 307 separate English systems issued, and several of
these have had a very extensive publicity and popularity.
English was not the only language of Great Britain, and
there were four Welsh systems of shorthand. France was
the second country to welcome shorthand, and at least 145
systes have been published by French stenographic authors.
In the various countries of the world 883 systems have been

rinted, while it is estimated that no fewer than 1,000 authors

ave invented or adapted systems of stenography, each one of
which has several features peculiarly its own.

275. In what part of the worXd are there sqda lakes?

. Am(;ngst the varied curigsiti®s of the State of Wyoming are

its wonderful soda lakes. These are two of them, each covering

about seventy-five acres, ancs separated from each other by &
) ' 10
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ridge eighty rods in width. In the hot summer weather
evaporation causes a thick crust of crystallized soda to form on
the surface of these lakes. Sometimes: this accumulates to a
thickness of three or four feet, and can be taken out like so
much ice. On exposure to the air the soda slacks and turns
white. Another, Lake Mono, exists in Nevada. It is so full
of soda, borax, and other iinerals in solutlun, that soileq
linen is made quite clean in half a minute by simply
rinsing it in the lake. The water lathers naturally when
agitated, and during a high wind a wall of suds three or
four feet high is seen on the shore where the waves beat. In
the neighbourhood of Rawlings, on the line of the Pacific
Union Railway, a lake of soda was distovered a few years ago.
It is several miles in circumference, and can supply 65,000 tons
of soda per annum.

276. Are there any wooden railways, and where ?

There are several wooden railways in Canada and the United
States. One of them in the Province of Quebec is thirty
miles, in length. The rails are of maple, 4in. by 7in., and
trains are run over them with remarkable smoothness at the
rate of twenty-five miles an hour. This road is used for
the transportation of timber, and the rolling stock consists
of one engine and thirty-five cars. Another wooden track
railway, fifteen and a half miles in length, has been
constructed in South Carolina, at a cost of 1,500 dollars
a mile. Some years ago a locomotive on sled runners was
constructed in Glasgow, and sent’ to Russia, where it was
employed between St. Petersbucg and Cronstadt én drawing
passengers and goods over the ice. The two driving wheels in
the rear were studded with sharp spikes. The front part of the
engine rested on a sledge, which was swivelled and tnrned to
the right or left by wheels working in connection with an ,
endless screw and segment rack. The locomotive is said to¢
have run eighty-one miles an hour over the ice. A rough-and-
ready kind of railroad is in use at Cumberland County, Nova
Scotla, for the purpose of carrying timber from the woods to
the river. The rails are made of spruce poles joined énd to
end, and spiked down to sleepers of the saine material, and the
rolling stock consists of an eight-horse,power engine and a
couple of light cars. The tires of all the wheels have a flange
on both sides, and are wide enough to accommodate themselves
‘to the varying thicknesses of the wooden rails, which vary
from six to fourfinches in diameter. The little engine ig,placed
between the two cass, so that $nunging and alteration of posi-
tion are obviated. This railway. is probably the cheapest ever
counstructed. ‘ :
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277. How many reformatory ships are there in Great
Britain ?

According to the @nnual returns for 1891 there are three
reformatory ships in Great Britain, namély, the Corn-
wall, stationed at,Purflcet, in Essex, certified for 250 boys;
the A&bar, for 200 boys, stationed at Rockferry, Liverpool ;
and the Clarence, for 300 boys (Roman Catholic), stationed
at New Ferry, Birkenhead. There are ten industrial schooi
ships in Great Britain—tive in England, two in Wales, two
in Scotland, and one in Ireland. Two of such reformatory
ships have tenders, also licensed. Their names and stations
are as follow :—

Ship. Station. No. of Boys.
Shaftesbury .................Grays, Thames .........cccc.ec. 500
Formidable ........... ... Portishead ceserserernneess 300

Polly, tender to Formudable.
Southampton Hull .. . . rcereenns
Mount Edgecumbe ...Saltash, Tamar ... ...... .
Wellesley ......ennnnen... North Shields, Tyne . 300
Clio ......... ... .Garth Ferry, Menai Straits ... 250
Empress .ceeneennnee.... . Helensburgh, Dumbarton...... 100°
MUTS.ceeereeecnereaann e Dundee ....... . .cceo ceecrennnne 400
Lightwing, tender to Mars.
Havannah ...... ........... Cardiff .......cccoiiiirierivnnannnnas 90
Grampian .................. Belfast ......ceceeiierne coreennnnns 250

278. In what way can the flame of a candle be extin-
guished without blowing it out or covering it with
an extinguisher ?

By condycting the heat of the flame away with great rapidity
the flame of a candle can be extinguished without blowing or
excluding the air from it. This can be accomplished in a very
simple manner. Copper wire is a very rapid conductor of heat,
and if a piece of thick copper wire be fixed in a piece of wood,
the other end of the wire being in the shape of a coil or spiral,
and such coil be held round the flame of the candle, the flame
will be quickly extinguished. ~The copper, by its great con-
ductivity, cools the flame so rapidly that its temperatare falls
below the point of ignition, and it goes“out.

279. Which country produces the greatest amount of
gold ? s

The United States, which in 1891 produced 1,604,8400z.,
valued at £6,880,000; the world’s production for that yea
being 6,033,0000z. The two ceuntries coming next in order in
point®of largencss of gold prgduction are Australasia, with a
productfon of 1,469,2000a, valued at £3080,000, and Russia,
with 1,019,0000z., valued at £4,680,000. In the returns of the
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world’s gold production, the several Australian colonies are

iven as one country. The production of the Transvaal gold-

elds, in South Africa, has been incrdasing in the past few
years by leaps and bounds. In 1887 the production was
only 34,8970z, while in 1891 it had reached 836,2500z.
In 1888 the Transvaal only produced 4% per cent. of the
world’s yield, but in 1891 the proportion had risen to 8 per
cent. It has been computed that the world’s gold is in-
creased to the extent of £500,000 every week, and that the
total output amounts to twenty-six and a half millions per
year. The largest gold mines in the world are at Lead
City, near Beadwood, Lawrence County, U.S.A. It was
there the largest gold nugget on record was found—weight
5,0000z., and valued at £18,000. The richest gold mine is
the “Gold Hill Bonanza,” Nevada. It is so extensive that
it has to be divided into twenty-eight separate branches

for working purposes.

[
280.. How many naval courts-martial are held annually ?

There were 115 naval courts-martial in the year 1891, the
number of men tried thereat being 121. The number of men
punished was 118 : 46 by imprisonment and dismissal ; 62 by
imprisonment with hard labour; 3 by dismissal; 1 by
confinement in cells ; 3 by disrating ; and 3 by severe repri-
niands. The number of courts-martial and men punished
have considerably decreased since 1881. The following figures
show the number of men tried by faval courts-martial for all
offences for the years 1881 to 189] inclusive :— .

In 1891 there were 221 courts-martial on men in the Royal
Marines. .

281. What is the lonéest period over which a bankrdptey
has extended in recent years ?

Thirty-nine yedrs. The bankruptey of Strahan, Paul, and
Co., the well-known bankers in thz Strand, commenced in 1855
&he firm closing their doors on the 11th of June in that year:
and as the bankpaptcy is still Open, it may reach—if it ‘does
not pass—its fortieth year as an outstanding case ‘under
the Bankruptcy _Afts. In 1892 «® sum of £3,00§ became
available {er division among Sfraban’s creditors, and at a
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meeting in connection with the proposed division, not a single
creditor attended. THe members of the firm, being prosecuted,
were convicted and sentenced to fourteen years’ transportation.
The Royal British Bank of Glasgow failed on the 3rd of
September, 1858 ; dividends have been paid to the extent of
fifteen shillings in the pound, and some assets still remain to
be realized. Its affairs therefore are still unsettled, and remain
in the Bankruptey Court.

282. Where is the most ancient doll in existence ?

Dolls have recently been discovered in Egyptian tombs,
which are supposed to have been placed there before the time
of Moses (B.c. 1600). The oldest British doll in existence is
at present in an old Quaker house in Maryland, U.S. After
William Penn returned to England with his family, his little
daughter, more than two centuries ago, sent this doll to a play-
mate in Philadelphia, and iteremained with the descen(i)ants
of the first recipient and her descendants until about sixty
years ago, when it was given to a family in Maryland; and
passed from them soon after into the hands of its present
possessors. The doll is of wood, in one piece. Not long since
a doll 106 years old was shown in an exhibition at Paignton,
and a Mr. Harding, of Windsor, has one in his possession over
%O% years old, made of wood, and as large as a one-year-old

aby.
283. Is any member of our Royal Family tattooed ?

The later Duke of Clarence (Prince Albert Victor) and the
present Dulke of York (Prince George of Wales) were tattooed
in Japan. They thus described the process in “The Cruise of
H.M.S. Bacchante,” under date of October 28th, 1881 : “ Back
to breakfast at 9.30, and then the tattooer finished our
arms. He' does a large dragon in blue and red, writhing
all down the arm, in abkout three hours. HHe first
sketches the outside on the skin in Indjan ink and water,
and then pricks in the colours rgquired, blue or red,
with%ittle instruments that look like camel-hair brushes, only
instead of hair they consist of so many very minute needles.
One man mixes the golours, and the other tattoos, holding the
instrument in the right hand and grasping your arm with the
left, while he tightens the surface of the skin on which the
drawing is to be made betwgen his thumb and forefinger’ *
The man who did most of our party was beRutifully tattooed
over theswhole of his bogy, &8d the effegt of these Japanese
drawings in various colours and curves on his glistening skin
was like so much embroideraed silk.” The Duke of Edinburgh
is tattooed with fanciful designs on his hmbs,'hich wére also
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done by some of the skilful Japanese needle artists. Several
members of the aristocracy have hatll their coats-of-arms
tattooed on their breasts. .

284. Who is the tallest British peer ?

The tallest British peer is Baron Knightley, who was created
in November, 1891. Refore his creation he was known as Sir
Rainald Knightley. He is nearly 6ft. 6in., and when in the
House of Commons he closely followed Colonel Maleolm, who
was the tallest member of the last Parliament. Up to the
end of November, 1891, the tallest member of the British
peerage was Henry Francis Seymour Moore, the third Marquis
of Drogheda, who was 6ft. 5in. in height. He sat in the
House of Lords as Baron Moore. The Duke of Devonshire
(better known as the Marquis of Hartington) is probably the
most distinguished of tall peers in the House of Lords. The
eldest son of the Duke of Rutland (the Marquis of Granby),
should he survive his father, <vho was born in 1818, will make
a notable addition to the tall peerage when he takes his seat.

285. Do children playing on a hill cause it to vibrate ?

Yes ; such is a fact. It has been found that the playing of
the children oun the slopes of Flamsteed Hill, on which the Royal
Observatory of Greenwich stands, sets the hill into vibration to
such an extent as to interrupt observations which depend upon
the motionlessness of a tray of mercury. Hundreds of children
are accustomed in the evening to ~omp upon the hill cutside the
Observatory walls. Joining hands, they run headlong down
the slope, and tumble in a heap at its foot. The result is that
the solid hill is thrown into such a state of tremor that the
vibrations continue to be felt at the Observatory until long
past midnight, and for many hours after the tired children
have gone to sleep.

286. Has the thickness of a soap bubble ever been
measured ? B

Scientific experts have succeeded in measuring the thickness
of the envelope of soapy water inclosing tJ*e air of the bubble,
when it has become so thin as to produce rainbow tints. At
the appearance of the shade of violet it was one-fourth the
thickness of the length of an ordinary violet wave of light—
1-60,000th of =atr inch—thus making the thickness of the
bubble at that point 1-240,000 of an inch. As the bubble
continues to expand, a black pateh is formed adjacdnt to the
pipe from which the bubble is being blown, and the thickness
of the pubble at such patch is only one-fortieth of the thickness
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of the violet section. Sir Isaac Newton was the tirst who
succeeded in measurihg the thickness of the film of the soap
bubble by the colour. The colours of the bubble change as
its thicknesses vary by evaporation. Professor Boys can blow
one soap bubble Mside another, and make the inner one lift
Jthe outer one*without breaking either. He can make a soap
bubble roll down a spiral staircase covered with soap film, and
leap from step to step, as if it were made of ivory instead of
water. ’

287. How often does the time-ball at Greenwich fail to
act ?

About four times in the course of a ycar, on the average.
On October 14th and December 10th and 13th, 1891, the
Greenwich time-ball was not raised, on account of the violence
of the wind ; and on the 1st of April, 1892, the springs of the
mean solar clock failed to act, so that the ball did not drop,
nor was any signal transmitted to the General Post Office.
On Ogtober 19th, through sudden failure in the electrie train
of the mean solar clock, the signal at thirteen hours was eight
seconds late. On November 22nd (Surday), the Greenwich
signal did not reach the General Post Office through failure in
the connections outside the Obscrvatory. In 1890 the time-
ball dropped accurately on 363 days, while in 1889, on two
days the ball did not fall and on three days it feil incorrectly.

288. Where was gas first used for illuminating purposes ?

The first use of coal-gas’ for illuminating purposes in this
country was at Culross, where it was manufactured by acci-
dent. Lord Dundonald, of Culross Abbey, had patented a
process for making coal tar, and in this operation the in-
condensable part of the products was allowed to escape
into the air by openings in the brickwork. To these openings
the workmen werc 1n the habit of attaching iron pipes, and
lighting the gas which escaped at the other end, thus getting
light during darkness. Lord Dundonild also collected the gas
in a vessel constructed for the purpose, and, carrying it to
the Abbey, lighted the hall when entertaining company. The
first idea of matufacturing gas for lighting purposes is
credited to Mr. W. Murdoch, a native of Ayrshire, in Scot-
land. In 1792 he lighted his own house and office at Redrugh,
Corpwall, with gas, and als® adapted it tp the lighting of a
small sjeam-carriage which he used in going to and from"the
various mines of which Ne was manager,>and when he returned
to Scotland in 1797, he lighted his premises at Old Cummock,
in Ayrshire, with gas. In®1798 the Soho Foundry of,Boulton
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and Watts, near Birmingham, was lighted with gas by
Murdoch, then acting as engineer for that firm. The first
employment of gas in Paris occurred in 1802. In 1803 the
new light was adopted by Mr. Winsor in the Lyceum Theatre,
and in 1804 Mr. Murdoch erected gas-works on a grand scale
at Messrs. Phillips and Lee’s cotton mill, Marchester. Gas
was used to light Westminster Bridge on the 31st December
1813. In 1816 its use became genzral throughout London.

289. What animal can leap the greatest distance ?

The galago, or flying lemur. Thissingularanimal is a native
of the Indian Archipelago. It is from 2ft. to 3ft. in length,
and is furnished with a sort of membrane on each side of its
body connecting its limbs with each other; this is extended
and acts as a parachute while taking its iong leaps, which
measure about 300ft. in an inclined plane. The kangaroo can
leap with ease a distance of betveen 60ft. and 70ft., and can
spring clean over a horse and take fences from 12ft. to 14ft.
in height. The animals that can leap the greatest distance
in proportion to their size are the flea and the grasshopper,
the former being able to leap over an obstacle 500 times its
own height, while the grasshopper can leap for a distance
measuring 200 times its own length. The springbok will clear
from 30ft. to 40ft. at a single bound. The flying squirrel, in
ledping from tree to tree, often clears 50ft. in a leap. This
animal also has a broad fold of skin or membrane connecting
its fore and hind legs. A steeplechase horse, called The
Chandler, is reported to have covered 39ft. in a singie leap at
Warwick some years ago. Some species of antelopes can
make a leap 36ft. in length and 10ft. in height. A lion and a
tiger each clear from 18ft. to over 20ft. at a bound while
springing on their prey. A salmon often leaps 15ft. out of the
water in ascending the falls of rivers. ’

290. Where is the strongest magnet in the world ?

At the Stevens Instivute of Technology in New York,is a
magnet weighing 1,6001b., with a lifting capacity of from thirty
to fifty tons, or from forty to seventy times its own weight.
Smaller magnets appear to be considervbly stronger than
the larger ones in proportion to their size, as a very
small magnet, now in the Physical Collection of the
‘Edinburgh  Museum, weighing auly three and a half grains,
hast a carrying power of 1,56Q grains, or miore tharf 445
times its own weight, One of ther largest and strongest
magnets in the world is thatr at Willett's Point, New
York. It came to be made by accident. Major King
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happened to see two large 15in. Dahigren guns lyin
unused side by side fon the dock, and immediately conceive
the idea that a magnet of enormous power could be constructed
by means of these cannon, with a submarine cable wound
round them. Th® magnet, which stands ahout 10ft. from the
ground, is 18ft. long, and has eight miles of cable wound about
the upper part of the guns, It takes a force of 25,0001b. to
pull off the armature. A seemingly impossible experiment
was performed with some 15in. solid cannon balls, the magnet
bolding several of them suspended in the air, one under the
other. The sledge-hammer, wielded in a direction opposite to
the magnet, feels as though one were trying to hit a E ow with
a long feather in a gale of wind.

291. Why does a person unable to write use * X ” to
denote his signature ?

Signing with the cross was first practised by Christians to
distinguish themselves from the Pagans. In ancient times
kings and nobles used the sign of the cross, whether they
could® write or not, as a symbol that the person making it
pledged himself, by his Christian faith, to the truth of the
matter to which he affixed it.

292. Where did the first sale by auction take place in this
eountry ?

At Oxford, on February 28th, 1686, for the disposal of books.
It, however, appears that two others had taken place on
previous,occasions, the datis of which are not recorded, but
simply referred to on the title-page of the catalogue of 1686.
The next oldest was also one of books, when the library of John
Lloyd, Bishop of St. David’s, was sold at Tom’s Coffee House,
London, in 1699, the auctioneer being John Bullard. The first
general public auction of goods took place in London in 17
when surplus goods, the dproperty of Elisha Yale, Governor
of Fort St. George, Madras, for which he could not find
accommodation, were sold to the highest bidders. Up to 1799
all»auctions in this country were héld by candle-light. The
forms of auctions vary in different countries. In Japan there
are no public bids, Each makes his offer by placing a paper
slip containing th® amount he is willing to give in a vase.
‘When all have been inserted, the auctioneer extracts them, the
person with highest amount becoming the purchaser. Jn
Eni]and and America the setler bears the axpense of the sale.
In France and Italy the purshaser bears the cost, 5 per 2ent.
being added to his purchase. In Hollahd the purchaser pays
10 ger cent. additional, .In Arabia bidding at auctions is
conducted by touch. N ’
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293. Where is the coldest town in the world ?

In Werchojansk, Siberia. This town, which lies in the
valley of Jana, about 9ft. above the level of the river, in
latitude 67° 34’ N., longitude 133° 51’ E., and1 at a height of
about 350ft. above the sea, has the greatest winter cold that is
known to cxist upon the globe. Monthly means of 58° F.
occur even in December—a mean temperature which has been
observed nowhere else in the Polar regions ; and minima of 76°
are usual for the three winter months (December-February).
In the year 1866, March also had a minimum of 77°,and during
that year December and January never had a minimum above
76°, while in January, 1885, the temperature of 89° was recorded.
These extreme readings are hardly credible, yet the thermo-
meters have been verified at the St. Petersburg Observatory.
To add to the misery of the inhabitants, at some seasons the
houses are inundated by the overflow of the river. The yearly
range of cloud is characteristic of ‘the climate ; in the winter
seasog the mean only amounts to about three-tenths in each
month.

294. What is the longest balloon voyage on record ?

A little over 1,200 miles. In 1883 three travellers ascended
in a balloon in France with the object of crossing the Mediter-
ranean to Algeria. The wind, however, was 1n a direction
unfavourable to their proposed journey, and they were carried
towards Corsica. Near this island the balloon descended to the
water, and for a time they were in great danger of losing their
lives.  They succeeded, by throwing out the whole of their ap-
paratus, in lightening the balloon to such an extent that it again
ascended to a height of many thousands of feet, and they were
carried into ltaly, where they safely descended at alittle village
near Brescia. Charles Green, accompanied by two frienc‘l’s,
ascended from London in aballoon on the 7th of November, 1836,
crossed the Channel between Dover and Calais, and passing
over France and Belgium, found themselves the next morning
over the Rhine, and theh descended at Wiborg Roth threse
trips covered about 1,200 miles. Another ballo.n voyage of
nearly the same length was accomplished hy two Americans,
in 1859. They attempted to travel from ‘St. Louis to New
York, but after passing Lake Erie, and encountering adverse
winds, were obliged to descend.

" [}
295. Does electrie‘light cause deafness ? ¢

A curious phenomenon was related by M. d’Arsonval
before the French Academy of " Medicine. After gazing
for a few seconds on an arc light of intense brilkancy, he
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suddenly became deaf, and remained so for nearly an
hour and a half. fSurprised and somewhat alarmed in the
first instance, but reassured by the disappearance of the symp-
toms, he repeajed the experiment with the same result.
When only one eye was exposed to the light no very
marked effect was produced. Workers in a strong electrie
light are subject to a stroke much in the same way
as workers under a hot sun receive a sunstroke. The
effects of the electric stroke, however, are not so serious as the
sunstroke. A person may be standing twelve or thirteen yards
away from the electric arc light—at which distance the ther-
mometer will not be raised in the slightest degree—when he
suddenly feels a smarting sensation on his neck, face, and
forehead, his skin becomes bronzed and red, and his eyes are
intensely painful with the feeling that innumerable atoms of
dust are under the lids, and tears will ow uncontrollably for a
considerable time. On firgt encountering daylight the person
struck is quite sightless, and for some time afterwards every-
thing appears quite yellow. The workers in electric light
protect their eyes by dark glasses. Deafness is frequently
caused by the constant use of the telephone. The complaint
known as tinnitus is due to aural overpressure, caused by the
condition of almost constant strain of the auditory apparatus,
in which persons constantly using the telephone have to spenci
a considerable portion of each working day.

296. How many members of the Ministry receive salaries
“of odd or fractioanal amounts ?
Seventeen ; their offices and salaries being as follows :—

Chief Secretary for Ireland . ................ ... . £4,425
Lord Advocate ... ....... © e eeerene cereesneseanns 3,238
Solicitor-General for Scotland eeereeeanns 955
Vice-Chamberlain . e eeeneeees 924
Treasurer of the Houschold .. .... 904
Comptroller of the Household .. ....... ........ 904
Ten Lords-in-Waiting, each e T e 702
] Parliamentary Groom-in-Waitins?... . ........ 334

The Attorney-General and Solicitor-General each receive large
amounts in fees iy addition to their salaries. A return made
of such fees in 1886-87 showed that the Attorney-General
received £7,000 salary and £5,109 fees, or, in all, £12,109 ;
while the Solicitor-General in the same year received £6,0Q0
salsry and £2,553 fees, of, in all, £85#3. Both these law
officess of the Crown have,?n addition, the right to inctrease
their income by privale practice. It'is understood that the
present holders have agregd to some curtailment of such right
while they continue to hold office. v ’ :
: ’ I I ] a
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297. Which European country has no National Anthem ¢

Italy has no National Anthem, for neicher the * Garibaldi
Hymn” nor the “ Royal March” can justly lay claiin to this
title. Germany does not possess a national song in the true
sense of the word. Koveners “Sword Song” is famous
because of the romantic circumstances under which it was
composed ; while the “ Wacht am Rhein” owes its popularity
to its applicability during the Franco-German War. Some,
however, consider “ Heil dir im Siegerkranz,” which is none
other than the air “God Save the Queen,” as the National
Anthem of the Fatherland. Spain is not more fortunate than
Italy or Germany. She has many party songs, but none of
them can be said to breathe a purely national feeling.

298. What is the average age of British Army horses ?
The average age of horses of the British Army is 57% years

for the cavalry, 53;'.; for the horse artillery, 6+ for the field
artillery; and 7% for the draught horses of the Army Service
and otﬁer stafl corps. Including India, some 25,518 horses
and mules have to be maintained on a peace footing. In case
of war one-half more would be required. @~ The number
re(buired to replace annual wear and tear, by accident, death,
and casting, is about 1,600, sometimes more, according to
circumstances. The cost of military horses ranges from £28
to £35, but they are becoming very scarce, owing to Germany,
France, and Russia purchasing the best. The cost of feeding
these 25,000 animals is about £25 each per year, or a lotal of
£637,500.

299. What is the capacity of the House of Commons’
wine eellar ?

The wine cellar of the House of Commons is capable of
holding some £30,000 to £40,000 worth of wine. It is over
200ft. long, with innumerable small cellars branching from
the main avenue. In tlis storehouse there is seldom lems
than £3,000 worth of wine. The various brands are selected
in a curious way. Two or three well-known merchants send
in samples of the wings they can supply. A fiapkin is fastened
round each bottle and a number given to it. The judges then
mee} together, each having by his side a shcet of paper. As
the wine is handed round the judges record their impression
of it,and the brand that is mosteenerally liked secures for
the owner a lucrative order. On the way to the cellatis the
cigar-room, a little compartment coutaining £1,000 worth of
the best jweeds. . In a Parliamentiry Session of : average
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length 7,800 luncheons and 10,650 dinners are served to
members, and 1,1%0 Juncheons and 1,190 dinners in the
strangers’ room.

300. What number of patients resort to retreats for-
inebriates ?

There werd 115 in 1891, and 109 in 1890. The Inspector of
Retreats under the Inebriates Acts, in his report for 1891, says
that he had every reason to be satisfied with the general
condition of all these establishments, the health of the inmates
having been good, and no death having taken place. In
America there were, in 1887, about fifty such institutions, with
over 1,000 patients. In some States of the Union patients
may be compulsorily admitted to these retreats. It is claimed
in the United States that in fully 3,000 cases 35 per cent. of
those v:'iho had remained at least one year had been permanently
restored.

301. In what division of’the United Kingdom are there
most distilleries ? s
In*Scotland, which had 128 distilleries out of a total of 167
for the United Kindom in 1891. The number at work during
the years ended 30th September, 1890 and 1891, in each of
the three divisions of the United Kingdom, was as follows :—

1890. 1891.
. e .. 128
. .29
England... 10 10

The number of proof gallops of British spi.r.i’t';s distilled in the
years ended 31st March, 1891 and 1892, was as follows :—

1891. 1892,
21,101,023 ......... 20,287,115
12,988,924 ......... 14,408,221
10,533,637 ......... 11,543,435
United Kingdom® ... 44,623,584 ......... 46,238,771

802. Why does snow fall in flakeg ahd rain in drops?

Snow falls to the earth in flakes because it is water
solidified in star-like crystals, each snowflake being usually
made up of sevejal crystals, which are excessively light on
account of the large quantity of air amongst the frozen particles.
The snow-crystals arise from the slow passage of the water
vapour of clouds, when the_temperature falls below freezihg-
poigt, into the solid condition, the fairy*like transformation
taking place by the molgculd or smallest independent particles
of the water grouping thewmselves with the utmost mathe-
matical regularity around different centres., Each ‘.crysta.l of
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snow, as of anything else, is, therefore, a more or less perfect
¥eometrica,1 solid. The most complete snow-crystals are
ormed in a calm atmosphere, where there is nothing to retard
the gradual process of crystallization or molecular construction.
Rain, on the other hand, being a liquid, falls in drops. Free
liquid surfaces, by virtue of surface tension, tend to contract
in all directions ; that is, to draw themselves towether into a
form having the smallest possible area. In a falling rain-drop
the liquid 1s as nearly as possible free to assume any form
determined by its own molecular properties; and, in order
that its exposed surface may be as small as possible, its
form is spherical.

803. Which is the largest Royal Family in Europe ?

That of England. Her Majesty Queen Victoria’s family
circle numbered in December, 1892, fifty living descendants,
including sons and daughters, grandsons and grand-daughters,
great-grandsons and great-grand-daughters ; besides whom
she has four sons-in-law, four daughters-in-law, five grand-
sons-in:law, and one grand-daughter-in-law. The Queen has
lost one son and one daughter, five grandsons, one grand-
daughter, one great-grand-son, and one son-in-law. If these
were living, her family circle would number seventy-four.
There are now seventeen members of the English Royal
Family available as successors to the throne. The next largest
Elropean Royal Family is that of Denmark, King Christian
having six children and twenty grandchildren. Edward I.
was the father of eighteen children and George TIL had fifteen
sons and daughters. The oldest Rbyal Family in Efirope is
that of the Ducal House of Mecklenburg, which traces its
descent from Gensceric, who sacked Rome A.D. 455,

304. Is there any liquid absolutely tasteless ?

The ouly liquid absolutely tasteless is distilled rain-water,
which has undergone distillation immediately after it has
fallen. The scnse of: taste is so delicate that the slightest
flavour of any foreign sdustance can be easily detected byeit,
even when present in the most minute quantity. Dr.
Venables, of the University of North Carolina, U.S., has made
some interesting experiments on this subjeft. The ftavoured
matter used was dissolved in a solvent and diluted with water,
two persons being employed to taste the dilution. The limit
of taste was taken ag the point of dilution at which the charac-
teriflic taste of the substance was qot perceptible. Ineach ease
one cubic centimetre of $olutjon was tasted. The resultsare : For
sugar, 3-1,000th of a gramme Dbarely tasted ; for salt (chloride
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of sodinm), 1-1,000th of a gramme barely tasted ; for tannin,
2-10,000th of a gramme barely tasted ; for hydrochloric acid,
1-10,000th of a gramme barely tasted; for strychnine,
3-10,000,000th of a gramme barely tasted ; and for saccharine,
5-1,000,000th of a gramme barely tasted. By this it may be
realized how puwre and tasteless distilled rain-water must be.
Electric curgents have no taste, but may cause one by decom-
posing the fluids of the mouth. The feeling of taste is more
perceptible when the eyes are shut, and it is much better
developed in women than in men. *

805. Which is the most costly British ironelad ?

The Royal Oak, built by Laird Brothers, of Birkenhead,
with a displacement of 14,300 tons and engines of 13,000
indicated horse-power. She was floated out from her building
dock in November, 1892. Her armament consists of four
sixty - seven ton guns, ten 6in. quick-firing guns, eighteen
smaller quick - firing guns, and seven torpedo tubes. The
Royal Oak was one of the’eight ironclads directed to be built
under the Naval Defence Act of 1869 ; four of which have
been, constructed in the dockyards, and four by’ private
contract. The respective cost of these eight vessels, as
originally estimated, inclusive of machinery and armament,
was as follows :—

Built by Private Contract.

Displacement. Cost.
Tons. X,
Roual Oak 14,300 ............ 952,228
Ramallies .. 14,300 ............ 949,525
Resolution.. e 14,350 L.l 927,605
Revenge .......ooveeei Beeeeee. 14,150 ............ 927,605
Built in Dockyards.
Displacement. Cost.
Tons. £.
Royal Soverciyn .... ....... .. 14,150 ............ 940,661
00 . ..couevinnnans 14,150  .......eo. 937,940
Repulse .............. 14150 ... 927,403
Empress of India 14,150 ............ 917,363

When commissioned, the cost of each~of the above will no

doubt exceed a million sterling, but JMeir ultimate position, in

respect of cost, will most probably be the same as given above.

The cost of the first British ironclad was £400,000, which was

about double the? cost of the old three-decker line-of-battle

ships. )

306. In which eivilized country are there no telegraph
., Dpoles? » ° »
Thsre arc no telegrgph Poles in China. This is not due to

the fact that there are no,telegraph lines, nor because there is

L ]
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no suitable wood or materials which may be used for poles,
but the reason is purely a religious one. The Chinese worshi
their ancestors, and regard their last restiz-places as so sacre
that they deem it a sacrilege to allow even a shadow to be cast
upon their graves. When the linemen of the first telegraph
companies began operations they were greatly embarrassed in
their work by crowds of natives who followed them about, and
with the most frightful blasphemies cut down the poles as fast
as they were erected. For some time it was impossible to
obtain any explanation ; but at last it was discovered that, in the
more thickly settled districts of the Empire, graves were every-
where to be found, and scarcely a pole could be erected any-
where but that at some time of the day its shadow could be
seen upon a grave. It was very evident that it was impossible
to overcome this difficulty, and the Chinese Government were
entirely powerless in the matter. So the solution was to
bury the wires with the ancestors, and the underground
system has proved perfectly efficienf.

307. Wpieh English poet occupied thirty years in writing
a single poem ? :

This was William Langland, whose poem, “The Vision of
William concerning Piers the Ploughman, together with Vita
de Do-wal, Do-bet, et Do-best secundum Wit et Resoun,” was
the work of his life. He was engaged on it from 1362 to 1392,
revising, rewriting, omitting, and adding. He produced it in
three notably distinct forms, all showing with what keen and
unwearied interest he watched the course of events. Milton’s
“Paradise Lost ” was commenced bttween 1639 and 1642, and
completed about the time of the “ Great Fire of London,” in
September, 1666. Its author composed it in passages of from
ten to twenty lines at a time, and then dictated them to an
amanuensis, usually some attached friend. It was first pub-
lished in 1667, by one Samuel Simmons, and a second edition
appeared in 1674. For these two editions Milton received £10,
and his widow £8 more. Gray’s “Elegy” is said to have
occupied his time for sevia years. "

208. Where is the best collection of mosses in this
country ? N

The herbarium of the British Museum has acquired, by pre-
sentation from the widow, the very valuable collection, and
the best in the kingdom, made by the late Mr. George Davies,
of Prighton. It .comprises upwards of 20,000 specinmiens
of mosaes, hepaticas, snd lichens, pastly gathered by Mr.
Davies in Great Britain and on tle Continent, and partly
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sent to him by collectors in New Zealand, Samoa, India,
the West Indies, apd America. There are over 400 known
varieties of mosses. In this country there are 290 varieties;
in Germany, 280; in Sweden, 226 ; and in Lapland, 160.
There are in Amarica many varieties which are represented in
Britain. The United Kingdom is said to have a greater
number of varieties of mosses than can be found elsewhere in
Europe in the same extent of country.

809. Which is the most powerful locomotive in this
country ?

One named “Greater Britain,” which was built at the
London and North-Western Railway Works at Crewe, and
made its trial trip on the 4th of November, 1891. It is built
on the compound principle, and is fifteen tons heavier than
an ordinary express engine. The high-pressure cylinders are
15in. diameter and the low-pressure cylinder is 30in.
diameter, the stroke in edch case being 24in. As far as,
tractive force is concerned, the engine is practically equiva-
lent to a non-compound locomotive, having a pair of 2lin.
cylinders, with a 2ft. stroke, the driving wheels being 7ft. 1in.
diameter. The special feature of the “Greater Britain” is
the design of the Loiler, which has been made with a very
long barrel to allow of both driving axles being placed
under it. The speed of this locomotive on its first trip was
over a mile a minute. The fleetest locomotive in the world is
said to be Engine No. 385 of the Central Railroad of New
Jersey. The extraordinary record of a mile in 39}secs., equal
to 91'7 tniles per hour, Was made some time ago by this
locomotive. In one journey it ran five miles in 2)5secs., and it
has now even beaten its own record of 39}secs. for a mile in
some parts of a run recently made.

810. What place of worship is known as the * Wesleyan
Cathedral” ? -

Wesley’s Chapel, situated opposite the old Bunhill burial
groynd in City Road, London, of whic® the Rev. Allen Rees
is the “Dean in Residence.” It was built by Wesley some
Kears before his death, which took place in the year 1791 at

is house near th® chapel. It is known generally amon
Wesleyans as “ City Road Chapel.” In 1891, the centenary o
John Wesley’s death, the chapel was renovated at a.
cost of something like £$10,000. The foundation was
found insecurc, and was,made good. The roof Wwas
raised, ®the building was refurnished, *including a splendid
new organ, the sister chu’ches of America, Australia, and
elsewhere contributing halAdsome marble pillars, to,replace

1

£ a - . »
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the old wooden ones supporting the gallery. A very fine
statue of Wesley, by Adams-Acton, has also been placed in
front of the building overlooking City Rofid, and within a few
yards of the house where he lived. Representative meetings
were held here in the centenary year of Wesley’s death, when
it was decided to alter the name from *“City Road Chapel” to
“Wesley’s Chapel,” many of the speakers at theSe gatherings
very fittingly referring to the building as the ‘“Wesleyan
Cathedral,” or the “ Cathedral of Methodism.” In the Isle of
Man, Rose Mount Wesleyan Chapel, Douglas, is known as the
Wesleyan Cathedral.

811. What wild animal inereases with the inerease of
population ?

The armadillo, of South America, does so, and Mr. Hudson,
in his book on the Pampas of La Plata, which he recently
published, gives some very interesting particulars about this
wild animal. Like the swine, it fevours any kind of animal
and vegetable food. It catches mice and poisonous snakes,
kills them, cuts them up, and eats as much as it requires.
Although often hunted for its succulent flesh, by means of
trained dogs, this singular animal actually multiplies in
number as the population of the district it inhabits increases.
“If versatility in habits or adaptiveness can be taken as a
measwre of intelligence,” says Mr. Hudson, “ this armadillo, a
survival of the past, so old on this earth as to have existed
contemporaneously with the glyptodon, is the superior of the
large-brained cats and canines.”

«

312. Where is the only Gothiec dome in existence ?

In Ely Cathedral. This cruciform structure, 537ft. long by
179ft. across the great transepts, offers examples of all kinds
of Gothic, from Early Norman to Late Perpendicular, and is
a growth of more than four centuries. There is the Early
English “galilee” or western porch (circa 1200) ; the western
tower, 225ft. high, Tragsition Norman and Decorated (1174~
1382) ; the south-west transept, now the baptistery ; the Late
Norman nave (1150-89), 208ft by 78ft., with modern painted
ceiling ; the great transepts (1083-1170), Nqrman, with Perpen-
dicular insertions ; the richly sculptured "choir (1234-1533),
Farly English, Decorated, and Perpendicular ; the Decorated
aeorth-eastern Lady Chapel (1321-49) ; and at the crossing the
exquisite Decorated “Octagon” ahd lantern (1322-42), built by
Alan de Walsingham on_the fal¥ of the great central, tower.
This, the only Gothic dome in ¢xistence, rises to ® height
of 170ft. . v
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313. What important trade is supervised by a blind man ?

That of shipbuilding by John B. Herreshoff, head of the
celebrated Rhode Island, U.S., shipbuilding firm, whose fast
vachts have made him famous on all waters. J. B. Herreshoff
has been blind since he was fifteen years old, but so keen are
his other senses that he carries in his mind perfect pictures of
his vessels, and is thoroughly familiar with the minutest
details of his trade. When a description of a piece of
machinery is read to him, he can at once point out its
merits and defects, and so fine is his sense of touch,
that by merely running his fingers over the lines of a
design he can gain as accurate an idea of it as if he saw
it. He has been in business over twenty years, and, with
his younger brother Nathaniel, has designed and constructed
many of the swiftest torpedo boats and steam and sailing
yachts now afloat. No one ignorant of his misfortune, seeing
Mr. Herreshoff dictating letters, receiving reports, or strolling
about his yards giving directions to his foremen, would ever
suspect that he was blind. Vidal, the blind sculptor of Paris,
is ansther wonderful instance of the marvellous power and
genius frequently possessed by the blind. By slowly passing
his hand over an object he notes its external proportions, and
imitates them in clay in a manner which astonishes the
beholder.

814. What is the longest time any European play has
taken in presentation ?

Nine days, which was the time taken in the representation
of Mendoza’s play, “ Querer por Solo Querer” (To love for
love’s sake), written by that Spanish author in 1649. Tt was a
Court play, in which the characters, males, giants, and all, were
played by females, and those of the highest order of grandee-
ship. A fire broke out ou one of the nights when the play was
being acted, when the wlole dramatis persone were in danger
of being burnt, no one daring, out of pure respect, to lay hands
upon such “great donnas,” till the yceng King, breaking the
etiqliette, bore the Queen through the flames upon his back,
and the grandees following his example, the whole courtly
company of playersywere got off in tolerable safety.

315. Which town in Seotland has the largest area ?

The City and Royal Burgh of Glasgow is built on a larg®r®
area fhan any other town 1 Scotland. Phe census of 1891
showed, Glasgow to have a fopulation pf about 565,000, but
towards the end of 1891 } layec number of the outlying burghs
were annexed to Glasgow, adding about 150,000 to its inhabi-



148 A THOUSAND ANSWERS

tants, so that the population of the city is now over 700,000.
It measures fully five miles from its east to west extremities,
and about four miles from extreme north to extreme south,
and covers an area of about fifteen square miles, or between
9,000 and 10,000 imperial acres. The yearly rental of Glasgow
is mow rather over £4,000,000, about one-half of which is for
dwelling-houses, and the other half warehouses; shops, work-
shops, railways, canals, etc. The Clyde is the greatest shipbuild-
ing port in the world, and produces about three times the
tonnage that is turned out on the whole of the Continent.

316. Were books ever made of copper ?

Books were originally metal plates and boards, or the inner
bark of trees. In many cabinets may be found the discharges
of soldiers, written on copper plates. Whilst an agriculturist
at Benares, the sacred city of the Hindus in Northern India,
was recently tilling his ground, he came upon a copper plate.
A search brought to light several athers. ’Fwenty—four of the
plates are about 18in. long by 12in. broad, and three 12in. by 8in.
The former have huge copper seals with rings attached to the

lates, while the three, which appear to constitute one book;; were
inked together. The plates bear inseriptions relating to dealings
inland in the time of Govind Chandra Deva, Sambat 1196-1149
B.c. Hesiod’s books were written on leaden tables ; lead was
uged for writing, and rolled up like a cylinder. Montfaucon
notices a very ancient book of eight leaden leaves, which, on the
back, had rings fastened by a small leaden rod to keep them
together. They were afterwards engraved on bronze. The
laws of the Cretans were on brunze tablets ; the Romans
etched their public records on brass. The speech of Claudiu:
engraved on plates of bronze, is preserved at Liyons. Severa
bronze tablets have been dug up in Tuscany. Treaties between
the Romans, Spartans, and the Jews were written on brass ;
and estates, for better security, were made over on this
enduring metal.

317. Which animal'egu live longest without food ?

Apart from toads and bats, which have been known to‘live
inside stones for a lengthy term of years, this is undoubtedly
the serpent. One of these reptiles, in the menagerie attached
to the French Museum in Paris, refused all foed for twenty-
two months, in spite of all the efforts of its keeper. A large
-atiaconda from South America, in the six years between 1885,
when he arrived thire, and 1891, had only thirty-four megls, or
an average of less thap six meal$ perannum. In 1887 he had
seven, but in 1886 he only hroke his fast four times.
The intervals between the meals of the anaconda are
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very unequal, varying from twenty-three to 204 days. The
noctule (Vespertilio, noctula), one of the bat tribe, fasts in
this country regularly for not less than seven months out of
each twelve, retiring for its long winter sleep about the end of
July or the Ibegibning of August. A civet-cat can live ten days
without food, an antelope twenty days, an eagle twenty-eight
days, a badger thirty days, a dog thirty-five days; a horse will
live twenty-five days without solid food, merely drinking water,
seventeen days without either eating or drinking, and only five
days when eating solid food without drinking ; a crocodile will
live two months without food, a scorpion three months, a bear
six months, a chameleon eight months, and a viper ten months.
A curious instance of an animal living without food is related
by MM. Laboulbéne and Mégnin. In 1865 the Shah of Persia
engaged the services of a French physician, Dr. Tholoyan, who
was a friend of Laboulbene, and was asked by him as to the truth
of certain stories concerningg the Persian argas, and to send home
specimens. In June, 1877,'the creatures were sent alive, but
without food, packed in cotton wool in a box, and wrapped up
in paper. Laboulbine sent the box to Mégnin, who "mislaid
it ; just four years afterwards the box was found and opened.
The males had died, the females had had numerous young,
which had died, but the females were living, and ready to feed
when they got the chance.

318. Where is the biggest earthenware jug in the world ?

Within sight of the station at Atherstone, on the London
and North-Western Railway, there is to be seen an enormous
earthenware jug, the lardest in the world. This capacious
article was manufactured at the Potteries, Church Gresley,
over fifty years ago. Its holding capacity when full is one
hundred and fifty quarts, and it is so large that a man can sit
inside it. It now rests over the front door of a china, glass,
and earthenware warehouse Many curious jugs and pitchers,
the property of bell-ringers, are found in several parishes.
One is preserved at Hadleigh, in Suffolk, which is of brown
glwzed earthenware, holds sixteen Tjuarts, and bears this
inscription :—

If you love me do not lend me,

Eus3 me often, and keep me clenly 3

Fill me full, or not at all,

If it be stroung, and not with small.
Among the antiquities disgovered in the Island of Rhodess in
the’Mediterranean Sea, and in Troas, the horth-western cqrner
of Asia Minor, where yas sﬁltuated the ancient City of Troy,
have been found wine flagens, of pottery or earthenware, that
are as much as 7ft. high, » .
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319. In which town in Great Britain are savings banks
most flourishing ? b
Glasgow ; the deposits in the Glasgow Savings Bank being
upwards of four and three-quarter millions, sterling, or very
nearly double that of any other savings bank in the kingdom.
The savings banks in Great Britain having depesits in Novem-
ber, 1891, exceeding a million and a half were as follows :—

Towns. Amount (g Deposits.
Glasgow . ...cciiiiiiiniiiiieree e eeenaas 4,804,222
Liverpool . 2,460,316

Manchester ... 2,397,508
Edinburgh . ........ ..... ... 1,672,480
Lancashire stands at the head of the counties, with savings
banks deposits amounting to £8,082,683 16s. 1d., Lanarkshire
following with £4,852,443 6s. 2d. The deposits in England
and Wales amounted to £30,483,578 3s. 9d., and in Scotland
to £9,820,437 6s. 7d. The town ith the smallest amount of

savings, banks deposits is Ware, with £581 0s. 10d.

820. Which private residence has the largest organ ?

The town residence of the Duke of Sutherland, Stafford
House, contains the largest and most complete organ to be
found in any private residence in this or, it is believed, in any
cther country. This organ, by one of the best makers, was
erected by the late Duke, who was a musical enthusiast, in the
gallery of the grand hall at Stafford House, St. James’s,
London. The cost of the instrument, which is blown by a
hydraulic_engine, was £6,000. MNr. Holmes, of Thue Hall,
Primrose Hall Road, Regent’s Park, owned some time ago one
of the largest private organs ever constructed in this country.
It was built from the designs of Mr. W. T. Best by Messrs.
Bryceson Brothers, commenced in 1872, and finished in 1875.
It was so large that Mr. Holmes had to build a special room
or hall forit. It has four keyboards, and stands 50ft. high,
30ft. wide, and 30ft.deep. The largest pipe is in metal, 38ft.
high and 20in. in dianfcter, vibrating thirty-three timesjna
second. The weight of the organ is eighty-seven tons.
At the opposite end of his concert-room was his echo organ, on
a raised corbel, 30ft. from the floor, and at & distance of 100ft.
from the keyboards. It is controlled from the fourth manual
of the great organ.

321:- Has silk ever ‘been made from wood ?

This has been. done“at St. Etienne, in France. The sfforts
of certain manufacturers of St. Etienne to work a process
invented by Count Chardonner for" the manufacture of silk
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from wood pulp — by a method similar to that used in
converting wood into paper —is described in a recent
American Consular report. A few years ago similar attempts
were made. Large works were built at Besanc¢on, and pre-
parations for making silk from wood were made on a
somewhat extravagant scale. Some remarkable specimens
of silk made by this process were shown, but at that time
it was found it could not be then woven successfully in
large pieces, and that it was so highly inflammable as to be
a source of danger. These difficulties are said to be overcome
by the company formed at St. Etienne, who offer to the trade
a substitute for silk made from wood which possesses all the
essential qualities of silk, and can be sold for less than half
the cost of the genuine article. In tropical countries excellent
silk is obtained from the prepared and finer fibres of the
bamboo, whilst another form of silk is obtained from the
pods of the silk cotton-tree, of which there are several
varieties in existence,

322. Which is the southernmost house in Great Britain ?

One situated under the shadow of the Lizard Lighthouse,
and occupied by that distinguished Cornish water-colour
artist, Mr. Thomas Hart. Pilgrimages are frequently made
by art connoisseurs and picture fanciers to this artist’s studio,
which is one of the most delightfully situated in the country.

823. Which fish lives to the greatest age ?

So famas recorded instanges go, this distinction appears to be
shared by the carp and the pike. In 1497, in a fish-pond in
Swabia, a carp of prodigious size was found, which had through
its gills a ring of copper with these words upon it in Latin:
“T am the first fish that was ever put into this pond by the
hand of Frederick II., Governor of the World, on the 5th day
of October, 1230,” proving that the carp must have lived at
least 267 years. Gesner relates that about the same year an
enormous pike was caught in a .Jake mnear Heilbronn,
with a brass ring attached to it, recording that it
was put into the lake in the year 1230, making its age
considerably over, 250 years. The ring is still preserved
at Mannheim. There is a tradition of a pike, which lived
within the last fifty years, in Russia, whose age dated back to
the fifteenth century ; also that goldfish have been in the same
family at Washington over fitty years, though they are not rguch
largen than when origipally’ placed in,the aquarium, and as
lively as when young. There are fish in the Royal Aquarium
at St. Petersburg that aresknown by records to have been in it
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140 years, some of which are five times as large as when
captured, while others have not grown 4n inch. An attaché
of the Chinese Legation states that there are sacred fish kept
in some of the palaces of China which are even older than any
of those in Russia. A

324. Whatdepth of snow is equivalent to andnch of rain?

Newly-fallen snow having a depth of about 11lin. is equi-
valent to lin. of rain. A cubic foot of newly-tallen snow
weighs 54lb., and a cubic foot of fresh or rain water weighs
G24b., or 1,0000z. An inch of rain means a gallon of
water spread over every two square feet, or about a hundred
tons to every acre. The density of snow naturally varies a
good deal according to the speed with which it falls. Tempera-
ture, also, has much to do with its bulk. Incold, crisp weather,
when the thermometer registers several degrees of frost, snow
comes down light and dry; but in moist, cold weather, when
the temperature is only just belowsthirty-two degrees, the snow
falls in large, partially thawed flakes, and occupies much less
sgace where it falls than that which reaches the earth during
the prevalence of a greater degree of cold.

325. Where is the largest obelisk in the world ?

A great brownstone monolith was among Wisconsin’s
contributions to the World's Fair at Chicago. This obelisk
claims the title of being the largest on earth. The work was
commenced with five steam channellers and about forty
men in August, 1892, and for eighteen months the work was
continued until the large pillar was worked out. The first
proposition to furnish the monolith was for a stone just
a trile larger than the Egyptian obelisk at Rome, said
to be the largest in the world, which is 105ft. 7in., exclusive
of the foundation, and 9ft. square at the base. At first it
was intended this monolith should be 106ft. in length and
oft. 2in. at the base; but upon a later consideration it was
decided to have it 115ft. long, 10ft. at the base, and 4ft.
square at the top. * The apex was 5ft. long, and tapered
to about a 6in. tip. The entire monolith rested upof a
foundation of granite 10ft. high and 12ft. square. The largest
of the Egyptian pbelisks now stands before the north portico
of the Church of St. John Lateran, at Rome. Its whole
height, including the base, is about 149ft. Its shaft was
1056ft. in height, but has been rather reduced, owing to
a portion at the Jower part having been cut off in consequonce
of being fractared. Two of it sides at the foot are each
yft. 84in. long, and the other two, are each 9ft. Ibng. The
shaft weighs about 445 tons. Thexs are in existence rather
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more than forty Egyptian obelisks. Of these, England

ossesses seven, America one, Germany one, France two,

taly (including Roihe, which has twelve) seventeen, and
Constantinople two. The remainler, many of which are
fallen or broken, are still in Egypt. The smallest is the Lepsius
Obelisk, in the Royal Museum at Berlin, which is 2ft. 13in.
shigh and weigl's 2001b.  The Luxor Obelisk at Paris is 76ft. 6in.
in heizht. * Cleopatra’s Needle,” on the Thames Embank-
ment, is 68ft. 53in. in height ; breadth, 7ft. in. and 7ft. 10in.;
its weight is 186 tons. The highest monument in the world
is that erccted in the City of \Washington to the memory of
the first President of the United States. It was built by
national subscription, and dedicated February 21st,1885. The
marble shaft rises 555ft. in the air—the base is 35ft. square,
and tapers gradually until at the 500ft. point it is 34ft. 5in.
square. Herc the pyramidal point begins, and is run to an
apex 55ft. above the square masonry. The monument is said
to contain 18,000 blocks of marble 2ft. thick.

326. Has a statue ever been sculptured in salt? ,

The' Salt Union sculptured at Winsford, in Cheshire, a
statue in salt, which was a reduced reproduction of the
gigantic statue of Liberty, given by the French nation to
America, which stands at the entrance to New York Harbour.
The statue was exhibited at the World’s Fair. It was carved
out of solid white salt, and the height, including the base,
was 12ft. 6in. The ornamental base, which was enriched with
mouldings, panels, and inscriptions, stood upon a sub-base
of rough amber-coloured rock salt—an imitation of the wave-
worn rocks on which the original statue stands. The figure
itself measured 5ft. 6in. high to the crown of the head,
and the outstretched arm above it had an electric light
at the end of the torch which it held. Chicago is said
to have had another salt statue—a model of the figure of
Lot’s wife,

827. Which timber is the most durabte ?

Experts seem to be divided as to which of the two hard
woods—Jarrah and Karri—of Western Australia is entitled to
this distinction. Jarrah-wood piles, 2ft. 2in. square, driven
thirty-three years ago at the Largs Bay pier, were found, on
examination, to be as sound as the day they were put in.
Some specimens of Karri-wood, taken from a fence near
Albeny, were recently sent tb London, andl though the wpod
had been underground for twenty-five years, it was perfectly
sound. A specimen of Jarrah-wood under similar circum-
stances showed serious dgcay. Tiwber of the Tamarisk or
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Shittem wood has been found perfectly sound in the ancizsnt
temples of Egypt in connection with the stonework, which is
known to be at least 4,000 years old. In'some tests made with
small squares of various woods buried one inch in the ground
the following results were obtained : Birch and aspen decayed
in three years; willow and horse-chestnut in four years;
maple and red beech in five years ; elm, ash, hornbeam, and:
Lombardy poplar in seven years; oak, Scotch fir, Weymouth
pine, and silver fir decayed to a depth of half an inch in seven
years ; larch, juniper, and arbor vite were uninjured at the
expiration of the seven years. The red-wood of California
has the quality of being nearly fireproof. The root of the
brier is t(}le oni’v wood which does not burn when exposed to
fire. Cocus-wood is the hardest known wood; oak is the
strongest. The heaviest British wood is that of the
box-tree, which sinks in water. Hornbeam is the strongest
and toughest wood for mechanical use. The strongest
American wood is the nutmeg “hickory : the most elastic,
the Tamar oak; the heaviest, the blue-wood of Texas.
In sithations so free from moisture that we may practically
call them dry, the durability of timber is almost unlimited.
The roof of Westminster Hall is more than 450 years old. In
Stirling Castle are carvings in oak, well preserved, over 300
years of age. Scotch fir has been found in good condition
after a known use of 300 years, and the trusses of the roof of
the basilica of St. Paul, Rome, were sound and good after
1,000 years of service. Wood constantly wet in fresh water is
quite as durable. Piles were dug from the foundatigns of the
olld Savoy Palace in a perfectly sound state after having been
down 650 years. The piles of Old London Bridge were found
sound and perfect 8Q0 years after they were driven.

828. Does darking take place in any of the European
churches at the present day ?

¥ 'TWe¥e are still two European churches in which the practice
" of dancing has surviygd —thosc of Seville, and Echternach in
Luxembourg. At Seville it is customary on the feast of the
Tmmaculate Conception, and of Corpus Ckhristi, for the choir
boys in the cathedral to dance during the elevation of the Host.
A ﬁallet is danced every evening during the octave of the feast
before the high altar, by boys from twelve to seventeen years
ob age, in plumed hats and the dresses of pages of the time of
Phjlip III. At ,Eckternach Abbey church the dance is held on
the feast of St. Willibfod. It cohsists of a dancing pracession
round the town to the abbey and ipto the church, where danc-
ing takes place, and is witnessed byesmany thousauds of people.
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829. What is the age of the youngest organist ever
appointed ?

Eight years, that being the age of J. T. Freye, when he was
in 1820 appointed organist of Saffron Walden Church, which

osition ?Je held *for sixty-four years. Albert Sherry, when

etween ten and eleven years of age, was appointed organist of
*St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church, Goulden Street,
Manchester. The United Presbyterian congregation at
Melrose appointed Nichol Affleck, thirteen years of age,
organist of their church, he having been selected out of a
number of candidates. Master T. Sharples, of Worsley,
thirteen years of age, was appointed organist of Christ Church,
Patricroft, after competition.

330. Is any sermon still preached periodiecally in this
country against duelling ?

An annual sermon is prepched in a church near Ledbury
against the vice of duelling—in commemoration of a tragic
event which took place in that locality many years since, when
two rival lovers died fighting for a young lady’s hand. This
lady on her death left a certain sum of money to the vicar of
the parish on condition that the interest should be paid to the
poor, and a sermon preached once a year bearing upon the sin
of duelling. During recent years, duels in England have been
unknown, but they are still common in France, Germany, and
Italy. In France, some 4,000 take place annually ; fortunately
most of them are bloodless. In Italy, during the year 1889-90,
2,759 were fought. In (Germany, duelling is obligatory,
especially in the army.

3831, What is the freezing-point of gold ?

According to an experiment recently made at the Royal
Institution by Professor Roberts Austen, with his new pyro-
meter, the freezing-point of gold was found to be 1,045°
Centigrade. Different observers have ;giyen the following
temperatures as the melting-point of grid: 1,425° Centigrade,
according to Daniell ; 1,200°, according to Pouillet; 1,380°
according to Guyton de Morveau. Riemsdigk is quoted by
W. Roberts and Hi'ary Bauerman, two of the highest authori-
ties on metallurgy, as concluding, after comparing these several
results, that the point at which gold melts, and below which it
becomes solid, is 1,240° Centigrade. Reducing this to tie®
scale of the Fahrenheit thermometer, th!s melting-poin® is
2,264° of heat ; whereas that of water is 32°; that of wax, 149° ;
that of lead, 626°; that af cast iron, 2,192°; and that of
platinum higher even than ghat of gold, namely, 3,632°.
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832. Does a race of Jewish negroes exist?

In Cochin, on the Malabar coast, there is a race of black
Jews, completely like the native inhabitants. It has been
thought that the blackness of these Jewsis owing to inter-
marriages with Hindus ; but of this there is not the slightest
evidence. A German traveller informed the Reyv. Dr. Phillips,
a missionary in Northern Africa, that he had discovered a racer
of negroes, near the Kingdom of Bambarra, who are Jews in
all their religious rites and observances. Nearly every family
has the law of Moses written on parchments. Jews are found
in almost every district and country on the face of the globe,
and numbers have settled all along the North African coast,
where, indeed, they have had communities for more than a
thousand years, some having migrated there in consequence of
Spanish persecution.

838. Where was the largest buneh of grapes grown ?

In the vineries at Arkleton, ‘where Mr. Dickson grew a
bunch of grapes weighing 26lb. 8oz. when cut. At the
Exhibition of the Royal Caledonian Society, in 1875, a.bunch
of the Raisin de Calabria was shown, weighing 261b. 4oz. ; on
the same occasion was also exhibited a cluster of White Nice,
only a few ounces lighter. At the Belfast Exhibition, in 1874,
a bunch of Black Hamburghs weighed 211b. 120z. The finest
wvine in Europe is said to be 72ft. by 20ft., and has produced as
many as 2,272 bunches of grapes, weighing 18cwt. The largest
vineyard in the world is at Munroe Villa, Los Angeles County,
and contains between three and four millions of vines. The
largest grape-vine in the world 1s that at Oys, in Portugal,
which has been bearing since 1802. It covers an area of 5,315
square feet, and the stem at the base measures 63ft. in circum-
ference. The great Hampton Court vine, planted in 1769,
fills a house 66ft. long by 30ft. wide, and bears annually as
many as 1,700 small bunches. Nearly twice the size is the
vine at Cumberland Lodge, Windsor Park, which produces a
crop of 2,000 buncileg, averaging £lb. each. The Breadalbane
vine in Perthshire covers a house 172ft. long by 25ft. broad.

334. What was the cost of the cheapest railway ever
made in Europe ? ¢

One thousand four hundred pounds V}'}er mile ; that being
«the cost of a line of railway which Mr. W. Lawford, M.I.C.E.,
constructed for, the late Duke uf Buckingham and Chgndos.
This line, which is eight miles in length, is made_on the
4ft. 8}in. or standard’ gauge of this tountry. It ie called the
Wotton Trasiway, Lut is, in fact,  light railway, and forms a
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connection with the London and North-Western and Great
Western Railways vid¢ the Aylesbury and Buckingham line.
It is worked by locomotives specially constructed for the line,
and the ordinary rolling stock of the two great lines above
mentioned is used. A short line of railway was recently
constructed in France at a cost of £1,432 per mile. The
railways in thé United Kingdom have cost on the average
£44,710 per mile; those in the United States slightly under
£12,000 ; while in Western Australia the railways have heen
built and equipped at a cost of about £4,400 per mile.

835. Who introduced round-arm bowling in cricket ? .

This distinction has been disputed by writers on cricket.
There are two claimants for the honour. Mr. Knight, of Alton,
introduced it according to Mr. Pycroft ; while Dr. W. G. Grace
awards the honour to Mr. John Willes, who lived at Sutton
Valence (Bellringham). Mr. John Mynn, who at first strongly
opposed this method of bowling at the Marylebone Cricket

lub (M.C.C.), afterwards adopted it. The following inscrip-
tion was placed on the gravestone, erected to Willes's mémory,
in Sutton Valence Churchyard : —

To the memory of John Willes, Esq., of
Bellringham, in this parish.

Born 1777, died 1852, at Staunton, Gloucestershire, °

He was a patron of all the manly sports. First to introduce round-arm
bowling in cricket.

This memorial is erected by a few friends who remember him as a
genuine sportsman, a staunch friend, a kindly neighbour, and a genial

. companion.
The introduction of round-arm bowling in cricket was also
claimed on behalf of Broadbridge and Lillywhite. After it had
been practised for eight or ten years, the Marylebone Cricket
Club discarded it altogether, but it was revived about 1825.

336. In what part of the world is the most numerous-
sided tower built ?

At Seville, where is seen the Golden Tqwer, which has twelve
sides. One of the towers at Ely Cathedral has ten sides, while
octagonal or eight-sided towers are fairly numerous, the most
noted of which is the celebrated Porcelain Tower at Nankin.:
The most curious in this country is the large, unfinished
building on the summit of Chatham Hill, erected some twelve
years ago by the Jezreelites. It is called the Tower of Jezrasl,
and -onsists of eight four-sided towers. Te was intended tg be
for tha accommodation of thé 244,000 chosen people when the
world is destroyed, it "beipg built fireproof to insure their
safety. One of the most peculiar towers in the world is the
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Khuttab-Minar at Delhi. It is divided into five stories.
The lowest story is 95ft. high, andg consists of twenty-
four faces in the form of convex Hutings, alternatel

semi-circular and rectangular. In the second story, whic

is 51ft. high, these projections are allesemi-circular; in
the third story, 14ft. high, they are all angular; the fourth
is a plain cylinder, and the highest is partly fluted and partly
plain. Each story is divided from the next by an ornate
gallery running round the tower. The whole is decorated with
chapters from the Koran cut in low relief. A circular stair-
case of 375 steps leads up to the top, from which there is a
grand view.

337. Where is there an entire race of people who are
never sober ?

The Ainos—a race who were probably the first inhabitants
of Japan, but who, reduced in numbers, now live chiefly in the
islands of Yesso and Saghalien«—very nearly, if not quite,
come within the above description. The whole population,
old and young, are given to the immoderate use of theig great
drink, saké, which is excessively intoxicating and injurious.
The entire race of natives in Brazil are said to be perpetually
in a state of semi-intoxication on coffee ; men, women, and
children alike over-indulge, and to babies in arms it is given
with a spoon. The effect is plainly apparent in shaking
hands, twitching limbs, trembling eyelids, mummy-hued skins,
and a chronic state of nervous excitability—worse than that
produced by whisky.

338. How many different systems of shorthand are used
by reporters in this country ?

The systems chiefly in use amongst reporters in this country
are four, namely : Pitman’s, Mason’s (Gurney’s), Taylor’s, and
Lewis’s. The returns for 1892 show that of 607 journalists
attached to the staffs of the principal London and provincial
newspapers and Press Agencies, 569 use Pitman’s system, the
remalning thirty-eight..using nine other systems; while of
ninety Parliamentary reporters, sixty-one use Pitman’s short-
hand system, twelve Taylor’s, six Gurney’s, three Lewis’s, and
the remaining eight use each a different system, so that pro-
bably there may be at least from twenty to thirty different
systems in use by reporters in this country, though other
syatems than the four first-named find very few followers.
Three societies represent the shorthand writers—the Phonatic,
which held its jubilee jn March, ¥892, and issued a Jubitee list
of 5,098 members ; the Shorthand, established 1881 ; and the
National Phonographic, ¢
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889. Are early or late harvests in this country usually
considered the most prc luetive ?

According to past experience in this country, early harvests
have always been the most productive. An agriculturist in
the Malton district of Yorkshire has recorded the dates at
which he commenced corn-cutting during the past nineteen

vyears. The earliest date was August 4, in 1887, the Jubilee
year, when the yield was “ over average,” and the price 35s. 1d.
per quarter. The latest commencement was in 1879, when the
cutting of the worst crop of modern times commenced on
September 10th, and harvest was not completed till October
30th : the average price was 43s. 10d., and the imports of wheat
and Hour during that yoar were 59,500,000 cwt.—the largest up
to that date. Cutting usually commences in that part of York-
shire about the middle of August. The experience of farmers
in other districts confirms the opinion that early harvests are
nearly always much more productive than late ones.

340. Has straw ever been utilized as a substitute for
cotton ?

Yes, this has been done by a Japanese named Hatakeyama
Sadakichi. This gentleman had for years been ardently
seeking means of increasing the national products, and his
efforts were in 1890 crowned with success, when he discoveréd
a process for manufacturing cotton from straw. Repeated
experiments showed that with a given weight of straw he
could manufacture one-half of the same weight of cotton.
Another peculiar substancg utilized as a substitute for cotton
is wood pulp. A Hungarian claims to have made a discovery
which wiﬁ revolutionize the textile industry. He asserts that
he is able to spin ordirary wood pulp or cellulose into yarn,
from which all sorts of textile tissues can be made in the
ordinary way, equalling in appearance, durghility, and fastness
of colour the best cotton gomfﬁ.

341. Where is the finest work in bronze in this country ?

Bhe colossal lions at the foot of the Nelson Monument in
Trafalgar Square, London, are usually admitted to be amongst
the finest works in bronze in this country. They were designed
and modelled by Lindseer, the greatest painter of animal life
this country has ever produced. In the centre of the area
before the Town Hall, Liverpool, is a superb group of brorze
statgary, supposed to be th® largest in the kingdom, to cpm-
memogate the death of Lord Nelson. A The nation possesses
the two magnificent 1¥e-sized Italian’ bronze busts of the
Popes Clement VIL and Sixtus V., which were bequeathed
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to them by the late Mr. Henry Wilkinson, of White
Webbs Park, Enfield. These busts, probably two of the
finest Cinquecento bronze work in the country, were pur-
chased some thirty years ago for £1,200. He refused during
his lifetime several thousands of pounds for them, and they
are at the present time of very great value.” Mrs. Wilkinson,
waiving her life interest in them, handed them over to the,
South Kensington Museum. The bronze equestrian statue of
Louis XIV., erected in 1699 in the Place VendOme, Paris
(demolished 10th August, 1792), was the most colossal bronze
statue ever made, containing 60,0001b. weight. The bronze
gates of San Giovanni, Florence, are said to be the finest
works in bronze in the world. These gates, by the celebrated
sculptor Ghiberti, have been called by Michael Angelo “The
Gates of Paradise.”

342. What is the highest salary paid in the Indian Civil
Service ? .

Upwards of £10,000 a year, each of the three Governors of
Bengal, Bombay, and Madras receiving that amount as salary,
besides an official residence with allowances. Members of
Council draw £8,000 a year, and the Secretary of Government
at Bengal £3,600 per annum. All these valuable appointments
are attainable by members of the Indian Civil Service,

mission to which is gained by competitive examination open
to all British-born subjects. In February, 1892, the following
statistics of the salaries paid in the Indian Civil Service were
stated officially in the House of Commons :—

Number Held by

of Eure- Eurasians and

Officers. Yearly Salaries £, peans. Natives.

... 5,000 and upwards 26 ... 1

50 ... between 4,000 and 5,000 .. 47 .. 3

125 ... 2 3,000 ,, 4,000 ... 125 ... —

351 ... 9 2,000 ,, 3,000 ... 346 ... 5

1,003 ... ” 1,000 ,, 2,000 ... 951 .. 52

2,635 ... ” 500 ,, 1,000 . 2,078 .. 557

3,526 ... . 250 ,, 500 .. 1,334 ... 2,192

10,975 .. . s 100 250 .. 2,097 .. 8,878

843. Who was the original *‘ Jerry Builder”?

In the ealy part of this century the firm ‘of “Jerry
Brothers, Builders and Contractors,” carried on business in
Liverpool, and earned an unpleasant notoriety by putting up
ranidly-built, showy, but ill-constructed houses, so that their
name eventually begame general for such builders and their
work, first in Liverpool and aftexwards throughout the,whole
of this country. The equivalent fdt “Jerry Builder” in
America is “ Buddensiek.” A buifder of this name used to
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| run up flimsy apartment-houses in New York. A row of

- these buildings collapsed before they were completed, burying

" several of the workmen under the ruins. Buddensiek was
convicted of manslaughter, and sentenced to ten years’
imprisonment.

» 344. Have sheep ever been employed as beasts of
burden ?

In the northern parts of India sheep are put to a use un-
thought of in European countries. They are made to serve as
beasts of burden. The mountain paths among the foothills of
the Himalayas are so precipitous that the sheep, more sure-
footed than larger beasts, are preferred as burden carriers.
The load for each sheep is from 16lb. to 20lb. The sheep are
driven from village to village, with the wool still growing,
and in each town the farmer shears as much wool as he can
sell there, and loads the sheep with tlie grain which he receives
in exchange. After his fldck has been sheared, he turns it
homewards, each sheep having on its back a small bag ccntain-
ing the purchased grain.

845. Which English soldier possesses the medal with
the greatest number of ‘clasps” ?

Amongst soldiers actually serving, Lord Wolseley wears the
greatest number of clasps—one for the Crimea, two for China,
two for the Indian Mutiny, two for South Africa, and seven
for Egypt—total, fourteen, exclusive of medals, stars, and
other decorations. The Brjtish war medal having the greatest
number of clasps, namely, twenty-eight, is that known as the
Peninsular Medal. It was granted in 1847 (struck and
presented in 1848) to the surviving officers and men of the
Army and Navy who had taken part in any of the victories
obtained over the French, in various parts of the world,

. between 1793 and 1814, The following are the clasps for the
Peninsular War : “ Roleia,” “ Vimiera,” “ Cprunna,” *“ Talavera,”
“ Busaco,” “Fuentes d’Onor,” “ CiudadeRodrigo,” “ Badajoz,”
“ Pyrenees,” “Salamanca,” ‘Vittoria,” *Nivelle,” *‘Nive,”
“ Orthes,”and “Toulouse.” Samuel Gibson, of the Inniskil-
lings, who died abnut three years ago in the Caterham Asylum,
having served in the Peninsular, had one of these medals with
fourteen clasps. Another with fourteen clasps was held in his
life-time by Peter Marsh, of the 95th, and was sold, after ais
dcath, for £23. One of the commissionair®s has a medal which
has about an equal number of clasps, the chief ones being :
% Alexandria” (bombardment), E'feb,” “Tamaai,” *“The
Nile, 1884-1865," “ Abu Xlea,” “Kirbekan,” “Suakin, 1884,"

' 2 12
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“Suakir, 1885,” and “ Tofrek.” Another commissionaire has
the Afghan medal with six clasps, namely, “Kandahar,”
“Ahmed Khel,” “ Charasia,” * Peiwar Kotul,” *“ Ali Musjid,”
and * Cabul” ; he also has the bronze star, given to the troops
who took part in General Roberts’s famous march from Cabul
to Kandahar. .

846. What is the highest price that has been paid in
recent years for an advcwson in England ?

In 1891, an advowson of £2,400 a year and a house sold for
£20,000. This living had been sold fifteen years previously
for £15,000, but the income was then much smaller. Twelve
thousand pounds was given by the member for Midlothian
(Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone) on purchasing the right of
presentation to the IRectory of Liverpool. A vicarage in
(Floucestershire was recently included Ey an auctioneer in a
list of Church-livings for sale, the price asked being £11,000.
The income was stated to be ovet £1,200, and amongst other
advantages to tempt a purchaser were given the following :
“Prospect of early possession, newspaper, market, three
dispatches and deliveries of mails, a chapel-of-ease, society
very high-class—the Duke of Beaufort, Earl Bathurst, and
Lord Suffolk residing in the neighbourhood.” The advowson of
the Rectory of Mileham was sold at East Dereham in 1891
(when the mcumbent was forty-five years of age) for £450. It
was stated that the advowson of that rectory had been sold
twenty-seven years previously for £3,500.

847. What is the name of the youngest actor who per-
formed the parts of old men?

Labathiel Pavy, a boy who died in his thirteenth year, was
so admirable an actor of old men, that Ben Jonson, in his
elegant epitaph on him, says, “The Fates thought him one,
and therefore cut the thread of life.” This boy acted in
“Cynthia’s Revels” and “The Poetaster,” in 1600 and 1601. The
poet speaks of him with.interest and atfection. William Farren,
who was long known as “Old Farren,” made his first appearance
upon the stage at Plymouth when he was nineteen years of
age. He then played Lovegold, the hero of JFielding’s comedy
of “The Miser.” From that time down to his final retirement
from his profession in 1855, when he appeared for the last time
asLord d)gleby, in a seene from “ The Clandestine Marriage,”
he was employed in‘personating tlie aged, the doting, and.the
decrepit. At'the present day Mrt Jobn Hare is the “/Grand
Old Man” of the stage, not by virtve of the lapse of time, but
because of the admirable, highly-firished studies of old men
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which he has given to playgoers in the course of his pro-
fessional career. Miss Kate Terry (Mrs. Lewis) at the age of
three made her first appearance on the stage to sing a
character-song as an old lady of ninety-five.

348. What is the ‘“‘ eye” of a storm ?

By the “eye” of a storm is signified an opening between the
storm clouds, giving a gleam of sunlight or at least a slight
hope of improvement in the weather. The “bull’'s-eye” is a
term applied to a small cloud which suddenly appears, seeming
in violent motion and to grow out of itself, and soon covers
the entire vault of heaven, producing a tumult of wind
and rain. 1t has been observed that when the body of
a storm passes over a place, the wind begins to blow
moderately, and increases to a hurricane as the centre of
the storm approaches; then in a moment a dead calm
succeeds, to be subsequeptly followed, after the calm
centre has been passed, by a renewal of the storm in all
its violence, but now blowing in a direction diametrically
opposite to what it had before. This happened in the Island
of St. Thomas, on the 2nd of August, 1837, when the hurri-
cane increased in violence till half-past seven in the morning,
then perfect stillness taking place for forty minutes, after
which the storm recommenced 1in a contrary direction. When
the centre of the Bahama hurricane of 1866 passed over
Nassau, the calm lasted an hour and a half, covering an area
of twenty-three miles across.

349. In what part of th& world are prisoners allowed
to follow their trade outside the walls of the
prison, returning there at sunset ?

At Ceuta, a fortified fport on the coast of Morocco, opposite
Gibraltar, which belongs to Spain, and is used by the Spanish
Government as a military and convict station. Mr. Lee Meri-
wether, of St. Louis, U.S., having been uired, during his
tenuge of office as Commissioner of Stat#ftics for the State of
Missouri, to investigate the subject of convict labour, resolved
to take advantage of a holiday trip to the Old World to
examine several ofethe prison systems of Europe. He was
impressed with the awful terrors of the isolation system
pursued in Lisbon, while he was astonished and amused g}
the amount of freedom enjgyed by the gonvicts at Ceuta,
where the prisoners do not work unless they pay a montHly
fee forethe privilege, and where they are at liberty to follow
their trade outside the wadls, provided they return to the

L J

prison at sundown, e .
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350. Does a maze exist in the grounds attached to any
private residence ? !

Yes, at Braemore, belonging to Sir E. Hulse. Braemore
House is about eight miles from Salisbury, and is a fine mansion
built in the Elizabetlian style, in imitation of its predecessor,
which was unfortunately burnt down in 1856, The estate has
been in the possession of the Hulse family for many generations.
It lies on the bank of the Wiltshire Avon, and includes a park
which covers an extent of about 200 acres. A wooded hill
stands behind the mansion, and near to it is a curious maze,
which is one of the many relics of antiquity in which the
locality abounds.

351. What official is ealled ‘“ the priest of the world ” ?

Lord Lansdowne, as Indian Viceroy, received, in 1892, a
loyal address, printed on satin, from the spiritual head of the
Hindus in Mysore, the Jugguth Guru, or Priest of the World.
Attired in head-dress like a bishop’s mitre of gold filigree work,
studded with gems of enormous value, he travels about to
collect his “pence” on a solid silver throne of great antiquivy and
exquisite art. A facsimile erection in gold he uses at his chief
temple. The Viceroy made him the pleasant and safe reply
that he would be treated with the same consideration as in
past years. About the same time, garlanded and sprinkled
+with rose water, he was conducted in triumph through more
than one of the great Shiva temples near Cape Comorin by
the priests, preceded by the resident dancing girls. The Dalai
Lama, who resides at ihasa, in T et, also Jays claim to this
august title. He is the acknowledged head of the Buddhist
Church throughout Mongolia. The literal translation into
English of his title is “Priest of all the world, even to the
uttermost limits of the ocean.”

852. Where is the mountain of Opal ?

This mountain is-in Strémoe, the chief of the Faroe Islands,
in the North Atlant&~. This island is only twenty-five miles
long by six or seven in breadth, yet in its small area it includes
two wonderful mountains. One of these is known as the
“Opal Mouutain,” because it contains mpuch precious stone
of the opal kind. The other is the Myling Head precipice, &
headlanl 2,200ft. above the sea level, and perpendicular.

‘ Humbo!dt, the great traveller, has pointed out how very rarely
rotks with a reputition for perpendicularity are really perpen-
dicular. But the Myling Heaa Mountain positively hangs
over the sea at its summit, so that.you may watcl the waves
beating the base half a mile bencath you. There are some
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remarkable opals in existence. One in the Vienua Museum,
belonging to the Ewmperor of Austria, weighs 170z, or 3,360
grains, nearly six times as heavy as the Koh-i-noor, and it
measures 5in. in length by 23in. in width.

853. In what capital was a church used for a General
Post Dffice ?

An old Augustinian church in Brussels, the capital of
Belgium, was for many years used for the General Post Office.
Since the erection of a new post office, opposite the Théitre
de la Monnaie, the use of the church for postal purposes has
been abandoned. The site occupied by the (eneral Post
Office in London since 1829, and on which the present edifice
was erected between 1870 and 1873, is that of the conventual
church of St. Martin-le-Grand, founded in 700 and destroyed
by the Great Fire of 1666. The building is rectangular,
having frontages of 286ft. to St. Martin-le-Grand and Bath
Street, and frontages of 144ft. to Newsate Street and Angel
Street, and is 84ft. in height from the paving-line .

354, 'What European Government (1893) has had the
most frequent changes of Ministries ?

The present Republican Government of France. Since 187,
when the Empire under Napoleon IlLI. fell, while the Tnited
Kingdom has experienced only six changes of Ministries,
France has had twenty-nine, the following becoming its
Premiers in rapid succession at the dates given : 1870, Jules
Favre ; 4871, Dufaure ; 1§73, Duc de Broglie ; 1874, General
de Cissey ; 1875, Buffet ; 1876, Dufaure, a second time ; 1876,
Jules Simon ; 1877, Duc de Broglie, a second time; 1877,
General de Rochebouet ; 1877, Dufaure, & third time; 1879,
Waddington ; 1879, Charles de Freycinet; 1880, Jules Ferry ;
1881, Leon Gambetta; 1882, Charles de Freycinet, a second
time; 1882, Duclerc; 1883, Fallitres; 1883, .Jules Ferry,
a second time ; 1885, Brisson ; 1886, Clarles de Freycinet,
a third timne; 1886, Goblet; 1887, Rouwof; 1887, Tirard ; 1888,
Charles Floquet ; 1889, Tirard, a second time ; 1890, Charles
de Freycinet, a fourth time ; 1892, Loubet; 1892, Ribot ; and
in 1893 there occugred another change, the Ministry, however,
being reconstituted on January 10th under the same Premier,
M. Ribot. Great Britain and Ireland has had thirty different
Ministries since March 17th, 1801, being on an average=a
change of Ministry every three years neatly ; the Ministry of
longest duration during thi§ period being that of the Earl of
Liverpool, from June 9th, 1812, to April 24th, 1827, nearly
fifteen years. The shortest was that of Sir Robert Peel, from
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December 26th, 1834, to April 18th, 1835, only 113 days. The
Ministry of George Canning existed only 134 days, from April
24th, 1827, to September 5th, 1827; and that of Viscount
Goderich continued only 142 days, viz., from September 5th,
1827, to January 25th, 1828.

855. Has any newspaper ever appeared in.this eountry
without a name ?

A London halfpenny paper, now called the ‘Evening News
and Post,” had this peculiar experience in January, 1888. In
one of its earlier editions published during that month, it
appeared with its usual title. but an injunction having been
applied for and granted by Mr. Justice Kay, it came out later
in the day as the ¢ Evening —— the Dlack line representing
the space where ¢ Post’ formerly stood. In the last edition
issued that day there was another change. The Court of
Appeal had given leave to appeal, and temporarily suspended
the injunction. The paper, in ifs latest edition, therefore,
appeared once more with its name as the ¢ Evening Post.’

856. Who is the fastest speaker in the House of .Com-
mons ?

Sir Balthazar Walter Foster, member for the Ilkeston Divi-
sjon of Derbyslire, is the most rapid speaker in the present

ouse of Commons, his usual rate being about 200 words per
minute. Lord Randolph Churchill speaks generally at the
rate of 150 words a minute, but sometimes attains a speed of
180 words. A speech of his in the House of Commons has
often occupied au hour and a half, gnd when printed verbatim,
as it was in at least one instance, occupied five columns of a
daily paper. Mr. Sexton, member for Kerry (Northern Divi-
sion), 1s a fast speaker, and so is Mr. Dillon, member for Mayo
(Eastern Division). Mr. Gladstone speaks distinctly and
deliberately, averaging a speed of about 150 words a minute ;
while Mr. Balfour is slightly faster, averaging 160 words per
minute. Mr. Joseph Chamberlain never speaks at a greater
speed than 150 woras. minute, and his average rate is only
120 words in that time. The slowest speaker in the House is
Mr. Jackson, one of the members for Leeds. The most rapid
Enaglish public speaker on record was, prolably, the late Rev.
Phillips Brooks, Bishop of Massachusetts, who spoke at the

rate of 210 words a minute.
357/. What is the most curicus substance of which
4

« artificial téeth have begn made ?

Compressed paper, tliat being the mdterial used by a dentist
at Liibeck, in Germany, for the last seventeen years in manu-
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facturing artificial teeth. A set of teeth made by him of
compressed paper, which had been in use for more than
thirteen years, was exhibited in Berlin. The teeth were in
first-class order. The most curious materials employed for
stopping teeth are probably coal, gum, glass, gutta-percha, and
sulphur. Of,all animal substances employed for false teeth,
those of other human beings are the most durable, if sound
and free from germs of disease. The teeth of oxen are perhaps
the next best, but they generally betray themselves by being
too white, and do not last for more than four years. The
teeth of the hippopotamus are more durable than those of the
elephant, and forty years ago a tusk of the former, that
weighed 5lb., was bought for dentists’ purposes at from £5 to
£7 per pound ; but the price has gone down as the demand
has declined. It was found that the tceth of both animals
inevitably gave the human breath an offensive odour.

358. Which religious festival has been attended by the
greatest number of persons ?

The various religious festivals in India probably gasher the
greafest number of pilgrims and visitors. Allahabad, “ The
City of God,” situated at the contluence of the two sacred rivers,
the Ganges and Juna, is visited by large numbers of pilgrims
throughout the year for ablution at the sacred spot, whieh
they believe cleanses them from all past sins. At the
great religious fair, held there in December and Jaunuary,
which lasts a month, some 250,000 persons are present. On
the occasion of the Car Festival connected with the worship
of Jagahnatha, or “Lored of the World,” held annually
at Juggernaut, E. I., there are generally 100,000 pilgrims
present, who make gifts to the value of £37,000. There are
twenty-three other festivals held in honour of the same deity
throughout the year, attended by 50,000 to 80,000 pilgrims. At
Hardwar, or “ Vishnu’s Gate,” a town situated where the
Ganges emerges from the Himalayan mountains, a great
religious fair takes place, at which upw::? of 100,000 pilgrims
attend. On every twelfth year a speciwPfestival takes place—
the last occurred in 1884—when from 300,000 to 2,000,000 are
collected. At Benares, the “ Holiest City of India,” large
numbers of pilgrims attend daily throughaut the year from thée
most distant parts to bathe in the holy well of Mani-Karniki.
On particular occasions upwards of 1,000,000 people visit t.}.xiis
city. °
85¢ [s there any couny in which women are *not

permitted to &ppear on the stage ?

In China this practice is absolutely forbidden, and all
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female characters are taken by male actors dressed up as
women. This is the case also over the greater part of Japan,
but there are in that country two or three theatres where only
women act. To such perfection have feminine impersonations
in Japan by male actors been brought, that even those who are
familiar with every article of disguise are unablg to detect the
slightest difference between the imitation and the reality. This '
is the result of a method of training, which was once so laborious
and painstaking that the actors who followed it were compelled
to renounce all the natural occupations and pursuits of the
male sex, and devote themselves to a life of perpetual mimicry.
Not only in the exercise of their vocation, but in the privacy
of their houses they were accustomed to wear a modified form
of feminine dress, to arrange their hair after the manner of
women, and to perform those household duties which are
usually undertaken by wives and daughters. The lines of study
were so carefully subdivided that one class would devote them-
selves to the imitation of young dimsels, while another would
assume the guise of matrons, and a third would deport them-
selves as aged dames. These finc distinctions are not so strictly
observed at the present day, there appearing to be a growing
disposition to follow the lead of other nations in this respect,
apd it is quite possible that before many years are past male
and female actors may be permitted to appear on the Japanese
stage together.

860. Has any play-writer served as a policeman ?

Mr. Joseph Worden, until quite ,recently a constable in the
Blackpool Police Force, has written a play called “ Our Coast-

uards,” which ...s been received with favour at the St. Jaines’s
%heatre, Manchester. Richard Hengist Horne is another play-
wright policeman. He served in this capacity in Australia.
He was born about 1807, and when a young lad was sent to
Sandhurst to be educated for the military service of the East
India Company. In 1827 he produced * The Death of Mar-
lowe” and *“ Cosmo & Medici,” two dramas written upon the
Elizabethan model ; these were followed by * The Déath
Fetch ” and “Gregory the Seventh.” In 1848 he produced
“Judas Iscariot,” a miracle play, with poems In 1852 he, with
Mr. Howitt and ethers, emigrated to Australia, where, after
undergoing great privations as a gold-digger, Lie became chief of
‘che hfounted Police, and afterwards a Gold Commissioner.
Policemen bave eained distinctign in other departments of
literature besides that of dramdfic ¢omposition. Theve are
two constables . . the London Metrnpolitan Police Fotce who
have published volumes of pogtry of considerable merit, and a
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sergeant in the City Police some years ago published a “shil-
lini shocker,” which attracted a good deal of attention. Con-
stable Charles Ashton, of Merionethshire, was the winner, on
one occasion, of the £50 prize offered for the best unpublished
work of research in any branch of Welsh literature. One or
two members ,of the police force in Scotland have attained
*considerable distinction as writers of detective stories.

3861. Where is the largest match factory in the world ?

At Tidaholm, Sweden. The “ Vulcan” match factory there
is said to be the largest of its kind in the world. It employs
over 1,500 hands, and manufactures daily one and a quarter
millions of boxes of matches. The yearly output requires one
million cubic feet of wood, 785,0001b. of paper, and 322,000lb.
of rye-flour for pasting the boxes. One of the machines at
this factory is capable of producing daily a million boxes
of matches. The machine receives the raw material in the
shape of blocks of wood at®one end, and after a while gives
up at the other the matches complete, neatly arranged in
boxes,and ready to be distributed to all parts of the world.
Recent statistics show the approximate yearly production of
boxes of matches to be as follows : Russia, 14,423 millions ;
England, 12,235 millions ; France, 11,523 millions ; Germany,
10,250 millions ; Austria, 8,689 millions ; Italy, 8,230 millions.
It is calculated that the various States of Europe, Asia, and
America produce no fewer than 150 milliards of matches in a
single year.

362. Whe is the most fagnous one-armed violinist in the
world ?

Count Zichy is the most famed one-armed violinist in the
world. The German Emperor is very fond’ of him, and much
rejoiced in a piece of luck that lately befell him. Whilst
looking over some of his mother’s papers, the Count came
across a document which declared that an immense amount
of valuable gold and silver plate : other treasure
was, buried beneath the floor of one-5f the rooms in an
old Austrian castle, which had once belonged to his
family. The Government readily admitted his claim to
look and see if thés were true ; in addition, the Emperor of
Austria was so interested in the matter that he ordered two
regiments of soldiers to be placed at the Count's disposal to,
assist in making the requireq excavations. _Professor Unthan,
whods without arms and hagds, and who visits the principal
music-halls in the kingdom, can do mafy things with his toes,
including the playing of & eviolin, which he does very credit-
ably. Armless artists ara®also to be found. . F. J. B, Heler
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lost both hands, but paints and draws with his month ; Charles
Felce, without arms, paints with his feet ; Miss Biffin has no
arms ; Mr. Noel Masson has lost his hands by an accident, and
uses artificial ones ; Alexander Alexander, a Scotsman, has
lost both his arms, but paints with his feet. He has passed
several examinations, and received a prize from Kensington for
excellence in art, and has exhibited two of his works. Aiméé
Rapin, a Swiss girl, born without arms, also paints with her feet.

863. What is the weight of the heaviest watch anyone
has earried about with him ?

The first constructed watches were generally large and
heavy, none being less than the size of a dessert plate. Many
famous watches were too large to be worn ; such, for instance,
was the watch belonging to the Emperor Charles V. (1530),
which weighed 27lb. The watches of that day had a strong
resemblance to the table clocks which they were eventually to
replace. The case was a cylindrical box of metal, chased and
gilt, with a hinged lid on one side to disclose the dial, and this
Iid was often pierced with an aperture over cach hour, through
which the position of the hands might be seen. In 1844
Messrs. Hart and Son, of Cornhill, made for the Sultan Abdul-
Medjid a watch, which was the most costly and elaborate
specimen ever produced by English workmen. This watch
was 5in. in diameter, and was in a double casc of 22-carat gold.

* It struck the hours and quarters, and, instead of a bell, wires

were used for the striking part. The sound resembled that of
a powerful and harmonious cathedral clock. The cost was
1,200 guineas. ’

864. Who is the only blind and deaf authoress ?
Madame Bertha de Colonne, of Paris. In spite of her

-double affliction, a yonng architect fell in love with her and

married her. They had one child, who died, and the mother
was overwhelmed with grief. In the volume of poems which
has made her fapious her most touching verses are those in
which she Jaments™¥he loss of her little one, and in which she
speaks of the days when she could see. She feels her deafness
far more than her blindness, for when she lost her sight music
became her consoler. The Queen of Roumania wrote the
preface to her volume of poems. The late Miss Mary Meyter,
of Bath, was deaf from childhood and blind in later life. In
snite of these drawbacks she frequently contributed verses to
the ‘Bath Heraldj and published a volume of poems. The
most distinguished blind autiioress is Miss Alice= King,
daughter of the lately deceased John Myers King, vicar of
Cutcombe, Somersetshire. She has been entirely blind from
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seven years o: age, and yet has been the authoress of thirteen
works, as well as an active worker in her father’s parish. She
is not deaf, but on the other hand has learned by ear seven
languages.

866. In what part of the world is there a naturally
roofed lake ?

Near Obdorsk, in Siberia. The lake is nine miles wide and
seventeen miles long. In long-past times rapid evaporation of
the water of the lake left great salt crystals floating on the
surface. Incourseof time these caked together. Thus the waters
were at length entirely covered. In 1878 the lake found an
underground outlet into the River Obi, which lowered its
surface about three feet. The salt crust was so thick, however,
that it retained its old level, and now presents the curious
spectacle of a naturally salt-voofed lake. On the Mangishlak
Peninsula, in the Caspian Sea, there is a lake roofed over with
salt crystals strong enough t» allow man and beast to cross it
on foot.

366. I§ there any country in which a European is
worshipped ?

There is a sect in Orissa, in the Bengal Presidency, who
worship Her Majesty Queen Victoria as their chief divinitys
Colonel Grahamn discovered that Her Majesty was also an
object of worship in the Temple of the Phodong Lama, at
Tumloong, in Tibet. A sect in the Punjab worshipped a
deity whom they called Nikkal Sen. This Nikkal Sen was no
other than the redoubted fieneral Nicholson, and nothing
that the General could do or say damped the enthusiasm of
his adorers. M. du Chaillu tells us that some of the African
savages looked upon him as a superior being, and the South
Sea Islanders worshipped Captain Cook as a deity —
even when they had killed him and cut him into small
pieces the inbabitants, of Owyhee fully expected him
to reappear, and frequently asked w he would do
to them on his return. ILander in L% Niger Expedition
says%hat in most African towns and villages he was treated
as a demi-god. Lord John Lawrence has been worshipped
among the Sikhs in North-West India. Five years ago a man
called Jurjung Tain, a district commissioner for the Russian
Government at Grahigivsk, in the north-east point of Siberia,
imagined he was a god. Subsequently he declared himself
be the chief divinity in the® Yakutskan Pantheon. Diviae
honourg were paid to hjm, $hd he wag carried through the
settlement daily. On spegial occasions he was accompanied
by a wonderful processiom, when he was carried by eight
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richly-dressed men, seated in a richly-ornamented chair, which
was adorned by the wings of partridges, bells, horses’ tails,
and ribbons, while before him was a band of dancers. His
career, however, was a short one, for he was soon arrested by
the military authorities and sent to Vladivostock, where he is
now confined in a lunatic asylum. -

367. Has any actor played every male character in &

play under the same roof?

Such is the case with the veteran actor, Mr. Henry H. Howe,
of the Lyceum Company, who can boast of having played every
male character in *“ The Lady of Lyons,” from the first officer
to Claude Melnotte and General Damas, under one roof—that
of the Haymarket. Mr. Howe has been on the stage for over
fifty-nine years, first appearing as an amateur. His earliest
important engagement was with Macready at Covent Garden.
He joined the Haymarket Company in 1839, before the days
of gas for lighting purposes at that theatre, and remained there
forty years and nine months. Mr. Howe, aftéer lcaving the
Haymarket, was for some little time at the Vaudeville and the
Gaiety, and is now, and has been for thirteen years, with Mr.
Irving. Mr. Howe has played with Macready, Buckstone,
Benjamin Webster, Phelps, Charles Kean, and, in fact, with
“most of the distinguished actors who have appeared during
the last fifty years on the British stage.

368. How many cab-shelters are there in London ?

Forty-one. Many of these are 17ft.long by about 63ft.in width ;
while others, and these the more ,recent erections, ere slightly
larger. All of them are divided into two compartments, the
cabmen occupying the larger one ; the other being a sort of
kitchen, in which there is an attendant who supplies the cab-
men with such food as they may require. It is rather more
than nineteen years ago since the first of these shelters was
opened hy the Hon. A. Kinnaird, and at the present time some
4,000 cabmen Eatmnize these forty-one adinirable conveniences
every day. The pW6¢ from the sale of food is in most cases
sufficient to allow the attendant a comfortable wage, and enable
him to pay a small weekly rent to the committee, which goes
towards the repgiring and decorative fynd. On every cab-
rank where a shelter 1s erected the best class of cabmen in the
district establish themselves, and in connection with the various
shelters, sick, provident, and benefit clubs are formed. It costs
ahout £200 to place a cab-shelter complete on any of the
stands. There are 45,000 cabs"throughout the United King-
dom ; London alone has 12,000, earning 23 milliovs sterling
annually ; the earnings of the whole have been estimated at
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£8,200,000 yearly. About £8,000 per day is spent in London
upon cab fares. Four-wwheeled cabs cost from £70 to £80, and
a hansom about £55.

369. Where is the flrst tree that was ever planted in
Great Britain ?

» In the park of Tortworth Court, Gloucestershire, the seat of
Earl Ducie, where the celebrated Spanish chestnut is said to
have been the first tree that was ever planted in Great Britain
by man. This Tortworth chestnut is now over 12ft. in diameter,
was an old tree in the reign of Stephen, and was used to
identify the boundary in 1135, being then known as the Great
Chestnut of Tortworth. The Daﬁey Yew of Derbyshire is
about 1,350 years old ; while the Ankerwyke Yew, near which
Magna Charta was signed, is about 1,100 years old ; the yews
of Fountains Abbey existed at its founding, some 760 years
ago ; the yew tree of Fortingal Churchyard is said to be the
oldest tree of its kind in the world ; and the Greendale Oak of
Welbeck, through which, in 1724, a way was cut, and a carriage
and fopr driven through, is about 1,500 years old. One of
the most ancient trees in Europe is the cypress of Somma, in
Lombardy, which, according to an ancient record of Milan,
was in existence in the time of Julius Cesar, B.C. 42.

370. Has a newspaper ever been read at a distance of’
two miles ?

About eleven years ago there was exhibited at a fashionable
and scientific meeting at Knights Hill, Upper Norwood, a
lens consttucted by the Rew. A. W. Yarrow, M.A.,, B.C.L,
whereby the letterpress of the London ‘Times’ was easily
read when displayed from the terrace of the Crystal Palace.
Subsequently it was tested with an equally successful result
at a distance of 4,320yds., or nearly two and a half miles.
The lens is expected to prove an efficient aid to photography
and for military purpeses.

371. Who invented the typewriter ?

The first attempt at the construction of a machine that
would do the work of the pen was that of an Englishman,
Henry Mill, who, ig 1714, took out a patent for such an in-
strument. The next recorded patent for a typewriter was
granted in France, in 1841, to a blind man, Iyierre Foucal
whose machine being found practicable was used in seve
institutions in Europe. The first patewt for working, a
machine lipon the type-bar plinciple wag that of A. H. Beath
in 1866. The first practical, machine was invented in 1867 by
C. Lathafy Sholes, an American, assisted by S. W. Soulé
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and Carlos Glidden. Soulé and Glidden left the concern long
before the invention was fully worked out, so that the real
credit in the matter belongs to Sholes, who persevered in the
enterprise from 1867 to 1873, when he took his machine for
manufacture on a large scale to Messrs. E. Remington and
Sons, gunmakers, of New York, who put it upon the market
as the Remington typewriter. For the further improvement
of the machine Sholes was still largely responsible, for his
services were retained by the firm until the time of his death,
which happened only a few years ago. A typewriter, which
measured only 4in. by 3in., and weighed less than 430z, was
brought out in America five years ago. This tiny machine
was furnished with all the letters and figures needed in usual
correspondence.

372, Who first ealled the English ‘A nation of shop-
keepers ”’ ?

The English were called “ A -nation of shopkeepers” by
Napoleon I. ; although he was not, as is generally supposed,
the originator of the term. The first to use the expression in
connection with the English appears to have been Adam Smith,
who in his “ Wealth of Nations” makes use of it ; and it is
more than probable that Napoleon borrowed the phrase from
this source. Adam Smith was born at Kirkcaldy in 1723,
and in 1766 his famous work entitled “Inquiry Into the
Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations” made its
appearance. In this work the author, referring to the

nglish, says: “To found a great empire tor the sole purpose
of raising up a people of custome.s, may at first sight appear
a project fit only for a nation of shopkeepers. It is, how-
ever, a project altogether unfit for a nation of shopkeepers,
but extremely fit for a nation whose government is in-
fluenced by shopkeepers.” Barére, on the 18th of June,
1794, in a speech to the French Convention, in which he
asserted that Howe had been defeated in the famous battle of
June 1st, said : “<gt Pitt, then, boast of his victory to his
nation of shopkeepers.” In May, 1817, Napoleon I is repo:ted
to have said to Barry O’Meara: “You were oftended with
me for having called you a nation of shopkeepers. I meant
that you were a fiation of merchants, and .hat all your great
riches arose from commerce. Moreover, no man of sense
ought to be ashamed of being called a shopkeeper.”

39\3 Which perfume is most expensive ?

The most expensive nerfume in the market at present is the
essential oil of rose petals, or otto ef. roses, £120 per}b. The
essential oil of jasmine is quoted a¢ £108 per lb, ; afibergris,



N TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS. 175
£90 per 1b. ; musk, £84 per Ib. In this country some £48,000
worth of perfumed spirits, fats, and essential oils is imported
yearly, vpon which 16s. 6d. per gallon is levied. The most
powerful natural perfume is animal musk—and also the most
permanent. In a single perfume distillery of Cannes there are
used, yearly 109,000lb. weight of acacia flowers, 32,000lb.
tasmine blooms, 20,000lb. tuberoses, 140,000lb. rare flower
leaves, and smaller quantities of other perfumes.

874. How many members of the present Parliament have
published volumes of poems ?

Several members of the House of Commons have done so,
namely : William Abraham, member for Glamorganshire
(Rhondda Division), who is a Welsh bard, under the
title of “Mabon”; William Allan, the member for Gates-
head, who is an engineer and poet, and whose works
include *“ A Book of Songs in English and Scottish” ; William
Johnston, of Ballykilbeg, mewber for the Southern Division
of Belfast, who is poet-laureate of the institution of Orange-
men in Ireland ; Professor Jebb, of Cambridge University,
who hds published translations into Greek and Latin verse;
and T. D. Sullivan, member for the Western Division o
Donegal, who has published a collection of songs. Sir George
Otto Trevelyan published, in 1869, a volume of poemse
entitled “The Ladies in Parliament.,” and other pieces ; and
has also written many verses, dramatic and satirical, of which
another of the best known is “The Dawk Bungalow.” Henry
Smith Wright has published the first four books of the ‘“ Iliad”
of Homer*in English hexaeeter verse. Mr. W, E. Glad-
stone, though he has not published a volume of poems,
has written verses both in English and Latin, whilst
among his papers is said to be a Greek tragedy, which may
one day be sent out in book form. Mr. J. W. Crombie,
member for Kincardineshire, is the author of * Some Poets of
the People in Foreign Lands.” Two members of the House
of Lords have lately published volumes g poems, namely,
Lord Houghton, “Stray Verses” ; and the*Bishop of Lincoln,
«A Tadder of Heaven.”

375. What is the biggest break ever made at billiards ?

A break of 3,304, Which was made on the 6th of November,
1890, in an “all-in” match at the Westminster Aquarium,
between the champion, W. J. Peall, and C. Dawson, the latter-
receiving 3,000 start. This biak included ®Q61 spot strokes,
made up as follows : 93, § 1507123, 172, 320, and_400. In the
same match Peall made bregaks of 1,637, 1,494, and 1,322. The
score at the close of the match was: Peall, in play, 15,000 ;
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Dawson, including the 3,000 start, 5680. On different
occasions Peall has made breaks of 2,413, 2170, 2,058,
and 1,989. In a spot-barred game, the highest break—
1,467—was made by T. Taylor in a match between him and
H. McNeil in April, 1891. Taylor had, towards the close of
the game, cleverly worked the balls into the jaws of the left
top pocket, and won with an unfinished break of 373. Being:
requested to finish the break, Taylor continued to perform at
the top of the table until he had compiled the extraordinary
contribution of 1,337 (664 cannons), when an adjournment
took place. In the evening Taylor continued playing until,
after the marker called 1,694, he failed to hit the white, and
his long innings came to an end with a grand break of 1,467,
thus exceeding the previous best spot-barred break of 690
made by the champion, J. Roberts, the compilation including
729 consecutive cannons. Roberts, on the 2nd of March, 1893,
in a match between himself and Peall, made a break of 737,
which is one of the most remarhable made in the course of
any spot-barred match, though Roberts, at his own house,

has mhde a break (with spot barred) of 995. .
876. How many species of fowls possess a flve-toed
foot ?

o The established variety of fowls that are called Dorkings,
sendering famous the town of that name in Surrey, possess
the well-known peculiarity of having at least five toes, 1nstead
of four, the number that belongs to the foot of an ordinary
fowl. Sometimes the Dorking fowl has a sixth toe, springing
laterally from the fifth, but always imperfect. Eveu the one
extra toe is regarded as a monstrosity, and leads to disease of
the feet. Dorkings, though rather delicate, are fair layers and
good sitters. If of pure blood they are white, but many are
now seen speckled with black or grey. Another feature of
this breed 1s that sometimes the cocks have double combs,
Some kinds of Brahma fowls have this same peculiarity, a
variety so called ggo_m their being supposed to have been
imported from the nicighbourhood of the rahmapootra Rjver,
which rises in Tibet and discharges itself in North-East India,
near the mouth of the Ganges.

877. When was the first iron easting ‘nmade ?

Pausanias, a Greek writer, of Asia Minor, who lived A.p. 120,
speaks of cast-iron statues. It was not, however, till the year
1700 that iron castings were ihtroduced into England by
Abraham Darby, an intelligent"mec?,anic, who brought some
Dutch workmen to establish a brags foundry at Bristol, having
conceived the idea that iron miglt be substituted for brass.
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This his workmen failed in doing. A Welsh shepherd-boy,
named John Thomas, had some little time previous to this
been received by Darby into his shop. W?ule looking on
during the experiments of the Dutch workmen, he said to
Darby that he thought he saw where they had "blundered in
their task. He begged to be allowed to try his hand, and he and
*Darby remained alone in the workshop all nwht struggling
with the refractory metal and imperfect moulds. ' The hours
passed on and daylight appeared, but neither would leave his
work, and just after morning dawned they succceded in casting
an iron pot complete. For more than a hundred years a,ftel
that night, in which Thomas and his master succceded in
making an iron casting in a mould of fine sand contained in
frames and Wit air hole% the same process was practised and
kept secret with barred doors and plugged keyholes. In India
there are iron castings that were made centuries before the art
was known in Euuland In the court of Kutub Minar, a
tower of victory at Delhi,"is a cast-iron pillar which one
learned native attributes to the sixth century of the Cheistian
era, but whose inscription is believed by high English authori-
ties to belong to the third or fourth century A.D. The pillar
stands 22ft. above ground, its total height is 23ft. 8in., its
diameter at the base is 16ft. din. ., and that of the capital oves
12in. In England the use of cast-iron dates at least only frowm
the time of the invention by Darby and Thomas.

878. What is the most expensive material out of which
a,lady’s dress has peen made ?

Pure gold and silver. The metals after being formed into
exceedingly fine wire are woven into cloth, and afterwards
made into dresses. These costly dresses are worn by the
women of Sumatra. In Germany articles; of dress are now
being made of aluminium, and are advertised as “fe'mther-
light, silver-white wash goods, that will last for cver.” The

old and silver tissue used in connection wij l?some of the stage

resses at the performance of “ Henry VIIL.,” at the Lyceum.
is sald to have cost sixteen guineas a yard. Some fur-trimmed
dresses are exccedingly expensive. A cloak, presented by
Lord Alington to hig bride in 1892, which was trimmed with
sable from specially selected sklm cost a thousand pounds
At the first Paris Exhibition, in 1855, Worth, the gre:
milliner, exhibited a Court ﬁlam of moiré antxque, of th%
the gy‘ound almost entirely djsappeared under embroidery in
gold theead and pearls. » A series of fldunces in gold thread
spread out in the form ofs & fan. Even then, when £350 was
considered a high price for*a lady to pay.for a dress, this one
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was valued at £1,200, and now would be set at a far higher
figure. One of the gifts received by the Empress of Russia,
on the occasion of her silver wedding, was an ermine
mantle, the gift of the nobility of the province of Kherson,
which cost £10,000; £3,500 has been paid for a lace robe by
the late Mrs. John Jacob Astor to a Paris firm : £5,000-was
recently paid the same firm for another such robe. Lace at
£40 the ounce, or ten times the price of standard gold, is one
of the most expensive materials from which a lady’s dress has
ever been made. The cost of the fine hand-made thread from
which Brussels lace is made is enormous. It is spun from Hax

own at Hai and Rebecq-Rognon, and has been known to
etch the price of £500 per pound.

879. Is there any cat-breeding establishment in this
country ?’

Mrs. Janet McBride, a resident of Ferthshire, has for some
time carried on such a breeding &stablishment on a moderate
scale. Her stock consists of a pair of Angoras, two pairs of
Persians, and a pair of tortoiseshclls ; while some of their pro-
geay, half-grown, are always kept on hand in case of any acei-
dent to the progenitors of the race. They are kept in a barn-
like building. and the animals are lodged with extreme care
and comfort. Each pair occupy a roomy compartment with wire-
aetting in front, sawdust and straw being used as bedding.
Smaller compartments are provided for the tabbies when
kittens are expected. Most of the kittens, especially of the
Persians and Angoras, are bespoke before birth, and realize
prices ranging from £4 to £6, acdording to age or sex. For
the tortoiseshells higher prices of £8 and £10 each are
obtained, and it is seldom that a litter is not all sold off two
months after birth. No kitten leaves the establishment under
three weeks old, and, as a rule, they complete the first month
of their existence under the mother’s care.

380. Does any mgtal expand as it eools ?

This is one of the very rémarkable qualitics of bisnuth.
This metal expands to the extent of one thirty-sccond of its
bulk as it cools, and this is availed of for alloying with type
metal, for givingclear-cut edges, and alse in taking sharply-
cut casts of engravings, ete. Nickel-steel is also affected in
this manner. If an ironclad, built in a tewperate climate, of
steel, and clad with 3,000 tons of nickel-steel armour, were
senit on a voyage“to the Arctiq regions, the shearing tvhich
would result srom thefexpansion of tke armour by cxepésure to
cold would destroy the ship.  This discovery was recently
made by Mr. Hopkinson. According to Leslie, bras: is the
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best reflector of heat. Reckoning brass at 100, others in
proportion would bes silver, 90; tin, 80 ; steel, 70 ; lead, 60 ;
amalgamation tin, 10 ; glass, 10; lampblack, 0.

881. Who sent the first public message ever transmitted
through a telephone ?

* The first public message conveyed by the modern telephone
was that transmitted on the 12th February, 1887, by its
inventor, Professor Bell, when cxperimenting in public for the
first time between Boston and Salem, U.S., eighteen miles
distant from each other. The late Right Hon. H. C. Raikes,
when Postmaster-General, sent the first public message ever
transmitted through the telephone hetween London and Paris.
The message was spoken on the 18th of March, 1891. In ac-
cordance with custom the first words spoken from the English
side were the following: “ And the Lord said, My voice shall
traverse continents, islands, 'and seas. Thus have I promised
it to My people for ever.” "A brief conversation then took
lace between Mr. Raikes and M. Jules Roche, French
inister of Posts and Telegraphs, after which Mr. Raikes
communicated a message from the Prince of Wales to M.
Carnot, the French President, and made a specch of con-
gratulation and greeting into the ear of the French Ministers
M. Roche, who replied in similar terms. Both speeches were
in French. As far back as 1522 the priuciples of the telephone
in a rude form were understood and put into practical use, as
at the siege of Rhodes by the Turks, the English sappers by
means of ,a distended parghment drumhead were able to
ascertain the position of the encmy and the nature of their
underground operations. It isknown to have been in use some
3,000 years since, both in India and China, and a system of
telephony exists among some of the most untutored peoples.
The first idea of it in modern days was promulgated in 1609,
and a book explaining the system was then published. Hook
commenced to study the subject in 166i, and in 1667 he suc-
ceeded in transmitting sound by means dt'a distended wire.
Whetstone experimented in 1821, and succecded in conveying
the sounds of a musical-box from cellar to attic of his home.

882. Where is thefe a city on wheels ?

On Saginaw Bay, an arm of Lake Huron, which is thg
second in area of the five great lakes on the frontier between
the Uaited States and Canadg. This, the Tost curious city
in the evorld, consists c§ wooden hut® on wheels to the
number of about 150, wlich, when the season arrives,
are rolled on to the ice 9n Saginaw B.ay,.the population
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numbering about 500. Each hut is furnished with cook-
ing utensils, hammocks, and a stove, and is occupied by
three men, whose business on the ice is that of catching fish.
In the centre of each hut a hole, about a yard square, is dug to
the water. A piece of pack-thread is fastened to a live herring,
which is then dropped into the water. The fish darts away
till pulled up by the thread, when it returns towards the hole,’
followed by a host of pike and other fish, desirous of feasting
on the dainty morsel. The fishermen ply their hurpoons on
the hungry pursuers, and reap a rich harvest. Some of the
huts can show two hundred or more fine fish at the end of the
day’s work. The most weird appearance of this city is at
night, when the fishermen prosecute their work by the light of
torches. Lake Huron has a mean depth of 250ft. and a
maximum depth of 750ft., and abounds largely in fish.

383. In which civilized country is there an antipathy
to railways ? v

In China, although it is believed that at last, even there,
the Guvernment have become convinced of the desirability, in
the interests of China itself, of assenting to the extension of
the railway system. A first attempt to introduce railways
into the country was made by the construction, without the
sanction of the Chinese Government being obtained, of a
short line, from Shanghai to Woosung, twelve miles in length.
It was opened for traffic on the 3rd of June, 1876, but closed
again in 1877 and taken up, after having been purchased by
the Chinese authorities. A small railway was afterwards
constructed from the K’ai-p'ing mines for conveyarce of coal
to Hokou, situated on the Petang, which has since been
extended viA Taku to Tientsin, the whole making a length of
eighty-six miles.
384. Which is the largest panorama picture ever made ?

The panorama of London, which was exhibited at the
Colosseum. It wag taken from sketches made by Mr. Horner
from the summit or' St. Paul's Cathedral, and completed by
him in 1829. [t covered 46,000 s%la.re feet, or more than an
acre, of canvas. The canvas of Niagara, lately exhibited in
London, is 400ft.-in length and 50ft. high, representing an area
of 20,000 square feet. It was painted by M. Philippoteaux,
in his studio at Harlem, about four miles from New
York. There was some difficulty in getting it across the
we.ter, for the owrers of the stqgamer informed the propeietor
that the only place where it could he accommodated.was on
the deck, and that is how it eame over, in one solid roll
weighing eight tons. [t took up the whole of the deck, and
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cost £2,000 for freight. Some idea of the size of the building
where the canvas was fixed may be gathered from the fa-t
that Covent Garden Theatre, one of the largest in London,
was not big enough to contain it. There was executed
at Geneva, for exhibition at the World’s Fair at Chieago,
a panorama ,of the Bernese Alps, which is 51ft. high
sand 345ft. long. It cost £60,000, and the sketches for the
painting were taken from the summit of the Mannlichen,
which i1s 6,600ft. high. M. Philippoteaux’s panorama of the
Siege of Paris was 380ft. long and 50ft. wide, having some
20,000 figures depicted.

385. Who has the finest collection of water-lilies in this
country ?

Dr. Robert Faunce, of Sandwich, who, foy some years past,
has been extending the culture of water-lilies in his artificial
ponds near that place. In 1893 he had no fewer than thirty-
five varieties of the water-lity {nymphea)and eight varieties
of the lotus (nelumbium ), besides a beautiful pontidepia, or
water, hyacinth, and fine specimens of the Egyptian papy-
rus and the Carolina rice. Nearly all these plants flowered
and frnited in the course of the year, and while frost was
attacking the garden vegetables and unlucky cranberry beds
of other districts, the Egyptian lotus, the Zanzibar water-lily,
in various colours, and the magnificent hybrid water-lilies, with
many other beautiful varieties, were blossoming in the open
air at Sandwich. One of the finest collections of water-lilies
in this copntry is to be found at Kew Gardens. This is closely
approached by that at th® Crystal Palace, Sydenham. The
Duke of Devonshire owns a fine collection at Chatsworth, as
also the Marquis of Bute at Rothesay.

386. In what ecountry is elopement punished by death ?

It is a custom among the Brahmans that when a woman runs
away from her first husband, the king canges the unfaithful
Bralinan woman to be devoured by dotd in the middle of a
pubMc place, and her accomplice, if he 1s not a Brahman, is
stretched upon a bed of iron heated over a fire. In China if a
wife elopes from hgr husband she is sentenced to be whipped,
and he may dispose of her as a slave. Should she marry
another whilst her first husband is living, he is at liberty to
have her strangled. Among the Kabyles, whoever carries offa*
womgn and flees with her %ecomes a puBlic enemy, and the
villagegwhere the fugitivgs hilve taken sefuge must give them
up on pain of war. The pgn is put to death, and the woman
is restored to her family, who do not spare her,
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337. In what eountry are prisoners taken ia war stiil
sold ?

In Afghanistan. The Ameer or ruler of that country had
occasion not long since to put down a rising of the Huzara
tribe, which had revolted. In doing so, about 1,000 male and
female prisoners of war were captured, taken to Cabul, .and
sold like cattle at prices ranging from ten to twenty rupees:
each. In Burmah prisoners of war are treated in the most
inhuman manner, being generally either put to death, sold as
slaves, or thrown into prison.

388. Who invented the * penny-in-the-slot” machine ?

Of the present popular “ penny-in-the-slot” machines the
first inventor in the field was Mr. Percy Everitt, who died
recently at the Milwankee Hotel, New York. The number of
patents for this class of machines has, in recent years, been
(for all manner of purposes) enormous. In England alone
thousands of patents have been tdken out in conncction with
slot machines. The automatic principle is a very old one. In
the old Egyptian temples devices of this kind were employed
for automatically dispensing the purifying water. A small
coin (5 drachmz) dropped iuto a slot in a vase set a simple
piece of mechanisin, like a well-sweep, in motion ; a valve was
obened for an instant, and a portion of the water permitted to
escape. Thisapparatus was described by Heron of Alexandria,
who lived 200 years before the Christian Era.

389. Which cathedral in this country has the finest
erypt? G -

The undercroft, or crypt, of Canterbury Cathedral is of
greater extent and more lofty (owing to the choir being raised
by numerous steps) than any other in England. The extreme
internal length of this curious and most beautiful structure is
230ft. from the western to the eastern end, and its breadth at
the transept is 130ft. ; this also is cruciform in plan, and the
principal part, 83ft\qin. from wall to wall, is divided into a
nave and aisles by lines of short, massive pillars suppor.ing
low arches upon the same plan as, and forming a support
to, the choir above. From the western cxtremity to the
distance of 150ft eastward is the olliest part of the
crypt. In 1561 it was given up by Elizabeth to a congre-
.gation of French and Flemish Protestant refugees, and a
French service iscstill held the.e. The crypt of Glaggow
Cathedral for elaboratp designink-and richness of qrnamenta-
tion on pillars, groining, and doors, stands unrivalled amongst
similar structures in Britain. Prqperly speaking it is not a
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erypt, but a lower church, formed to take advantaze of the
gronund sloping eastward. The picturesque crypt of Worcester
Cathedral, remarkable for the multiplicity of small pillars
supporting its radiating vaults, was described by Professor
Willis as “a complex and beautiful temple.” The crypt of
St. Paul’s is a large and magnificent church of the Decorated
.peribtd, with asrich and intricate vanlt resting on a forest of
clustered pillars, and served as the Church of St. Faith till
the Great Iire. The crypt of St. Stephen’s Chapel at West-
minster formerly served as the Speaker’s State dining-room,
but has heen restored to its former sumptuousness of deco-
ration, and is now one of the most beautiful architectural gems
in England. The crypt of Hythe Church is remarkable for
its large and ghastly collection of human skulls and bones.
390. Apart from fiction, which class Qf books is most
published in this eountry ?
After fiction, educational, classical, and philological books

are most published in this ccintry. The ‘ Publishers’ Circular’
gives the following figures :—

» 13891, 18.(;3.
Divisions. New New  New New
Bk~ Fdns.  Bks. Edns.
Novels,_ Tales, and qther Fiction e 896 320 1,147 390
Eduentonsl,” Clastal, ol Vhiloy 5 j0r o s
Theology, Sermons, Biblical, etc ..... 020 107 528 145
Juvenile Works and Tales. . ... . 348 99 292 53
Law, Jurisprudence, ete. . . . 61 48 36 29
Political and Social Economy, Trade | 1~ 31 151 2
and Cqmmerce ... . N ) *
Arts, Sciences, a{:d Illustmtfd'\\l’orks 8H 31 147 62
Voyagcs, Travels, Geographical Re-| . . = o
search’ L . 203 68 250 86
History, Biography, cte. . Ce 328 8o 293 ™
Poetry and the Drama ... . . 146 5o 185 42
Year-books and Serials in Volumes 310 6 360 13
Medicine, Surgery, etc. .. 120 55 127 50
Beéiz?-lf.tijes,ukjssa:{s, ;\.lonogmphs, : 131 A2 107 39
Mijgcellaneous, including Pamphlets o E ~ o
Eot Sermons .......... eerenerne pareenes } b%9 142 713 223
4,429 1,277 4,915 1,339
g 4,429 4,915
5,706 6,254 |
391. Which potentate is ¢known as “‘the Eye of the
World ”’ ? ) *

His®Majesty Debanzih, the present ‘King of Dahomey, is
surnamed “the Eye of ‘the World,” also “the Son of the
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Shark.” This puissant monarch succeeded his father as King
of Dahomey on January 6th, 1890. He is of medium height,
and is a genuine negro of the most proncunced type—not the
shiny black of the Yohlofs, but the dull black of the Bambarras
and the Mandingues. He wears the native dress, the chocto, a
kind of short drawers reaching scarcely to the knees, and over
his left shoulder the acho is thrown. His low, narrow fore-
head is partly hidden beneath a thick woolly head of hair,
which is turning grey, for Behanzin is in his fifty-second year.
He has deep-set eyes, which roll slowly and inquisitively in their
large orbits. His only indulgence in the art of improving his
ﬁersomﬂ appearance 1s confined to rubbing his skin with a

ind of cosmetic. He eschews ornaments of all kinds; he
does not even wear, like the majority of his wealthy subjects,
the traditional ear-rings.

392. Who was the first English book collector ?

Benedict Biscop, who was born¢<in 628, of a Northumbrian
family. He assumed the tonsure in the Benedictine Monastery
of Lerins, and became the first English collector of books. He
made five journeys to Rome for the purpose of collecting
books, and also gave commissions to various friends on the
Continent to collect for him. After his retnrn from his third
visit to Rome he founded a monastery on the Wear, and
endowed it with the numerous books he had collected. The
Venerable Bede, a pupil of Benedict Biscop, was another great
book collector, besides being a most indefatigable author.

393. What city in the worldc has been most often
besieged ? '

Herat, one of the oldest cities in the world, and perhaps the
most unfortunate. Herat was conquered by Persia in the
sixteenth century ; by the Afghans in 1715 ; by Nadir Shah
in 1731 ; recovered by the Afghans in 1749. The Persians
attempted to seize it in 1838 ; succeeded in doing so October,
1856 ; restored 1857~ It was again seized by Dost Mahommed
1863; by Yakoob Khan, 187]. An old Persian historian
says that Herat has been fifty times taken, fifty times
destroyed, and - fifty times triumphantly rebuilt. Since
Constantine the (ireat founded a new ‘metropolis on the
Bosphorus, which he called Constantinople, it has undergone
~mzny sieges by Sassanians, Persians, Avars, Saracens (six
times), Russians’ (ia ninth to eleventh century), Latins,.and
Turks ; and of its twenty-six sityges and eight capiures, that
of the Latins, under Baldwin and Dandolo in 1204, was by far
the most disastrous, barbarous, aad spoliating. Paris has
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suffered eleven sieges, Antwerp seven, Belgrade seven, Naples
six, Dantzic five, Philippsburg five, Tournay five. Amongst
ancient cities Jerusaldm was besieged, captured, or surrendered
some thirteen different times. Rome has undergone similar
vicissitudes fifteen times. The longest siege on record
was that of Ashdod, or Azotus, which lasted twenty-nine
.year's; this period has been disguted, other writers making
1t only nineteen. The siege of Candia (ancient Crete) by the
Turks terminated after a period of twenty-four years, when
the Venetians were defeated. The most celebrated siege in
the history of the world is that of Troy, which continued for
ten years.

894. What theatre has a gallery to which ladies only
. are admitted ?

In South America every theatre is provided with a gallery
wherein ladies alone are permitted to sit. In Chinese theatres
a somewhat similar arrangament prevails. There are two
Chinese theatres in San Francisco, tge principal one being the
Washipgton Street play-house. On entering one of ‘these
theatres, if a play is in progress the place is usually crowded
by a horde of Mongolians, most of whom stand up, thongh
there are plenty of seats. There is no distinction of location,
and the coolie may occupy a better place than the merchant a2
the same price, providing he comes early enough. * First come,
first served,” is emphatically the rule. Up near the ceiling, on
either side of the stage, are box¢s for the accommodation of
the women, who are not permitted to occupy seats with the
men. The price of adinissiom is a shilling for a Chinaman. A
white visitor is charged two shillings, and is at once ushered
on to the stage, where chairs are placed for his occupancy.

895. Where was the first equestrian statue erected in
Great Britain ?

In Whitehall, Charing Cross, London, the first equestrian
statue ever erected in (ireat Britain, that of Charles I, was
placed in 1678. This statue was of brass, cast by Le Sceur in
1633, at the expense of the Howard-Arundel family. During
the Civil War, the Parliament sold it to John River, a brazier,
of Holborn, with st¥ict orders to break it to pieces ; but he
concealed it and ingeniously exhibited some broken brass as
evidence of its destruction. After the Restoration the statue
was ip 1678 erected where itestill stands, keing placed on,a
pedesgq executed by Grinling Gibbons. {The best of the Royal
statues in London, that & James IL, by Gibbonsys stands at
the back of Whitehall Chapgl.
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896. Was wooden money ever used in England ?

Wooden money, in the shape of Exchequer-tallies, was,
prior to the establishment of the Bank of England in 1694,
current in this country. Tallies was the name given to the
notched sticks formerly in use in England for keeping the
accounts in the Exchequer. They were square rods of hazel
or willow, inscribed on one sidc with notches indicating the
sum for which the tally was an acknowledgment, and on two
other sides with the same sum in Roman characters. When
the transaction was completed the tally recording it was split
lengthwise, so that each section contained a half of each
notch and one of the written sides. One half, called the
tally or check, was given to the person for whose service it
was intended ; the other half, called the counter tally, was
retained in the Exchequer until its corresponding tally should
be brought in by the person who had last given value for it.
It thus became a current token representing cash. After the
establishment of the Bank of Ergland, Government payments
were made throngh its agency. The use of tallies in the
Exchequer was abolished by Statute 23, (teorge IIT.  The old
tallies were, by the Act 4 and 5 William IV, ordered to be
destroyed, and it was burning them that caused the conflagra-
tion by which the old Houses of Parliament were demolished.

.397. Has a clergyman in this country ever baptized
anyone in the sea?

The unusual spectacle of the baptism of two men in the sea
at Annfield, Newhaven, Scotland, by the Rev. D, Tait, of
South Leith Baptist Congregation, was witnessed on a
Sunday afternoon by about 3,000 spectators. The baptism
was advertised to take place at half-past four o’clock, but at
that time the water was not sufficiently far up upon the beach,
and it was about five o’clock before the ceremony was per-
formed. The minister, followed by the two men, came out of
one of the houses at Annfield, and, crossing the roadway,
descended the bulwark steps into the sea. It was observed
that the minister was in black waterproof clothing, while the
two men wore black trousers and white shirts. Taking one of
the men by the hand, the minister led him_into the sea about
half-a-dozen yards, until both were almost $vaist-deep. Placing
his other hand on the shoulders of the man he threw him

- gently backwards under water, and instantly helped him to
regain his feet.. die then led hym back to the foot qf the
steps, and returned fp the water with the second man, who
was similarly immersed. All thgee afterwards ascended the
steps, and returped to the house frgm which they came.
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398. Who drafted the longest motion ever moved in the
House of Commons ?

Mr. Edmund Burke, whe on the 4th of April, 1786, presented
to the House of Commons the articles of charge which he had
drafted against Warren Hastings, ex-Governor-General of
Indip. They fill two volumes of the octavo edition of his
works. They were aceepted by the House of Commons, which
demanded the impeachment of Mr. Hastings, and his trial
upon these charges commenced at Westminster Hall before
the Peers on the {3th of February, 1788. The trial continued
during seven years, closing on the 23rd of April, 1795. Burke’s
opening speech in the case lasted four days and his concluding
speech nine days.  All his speeches on the motion and articles
of impeachment and during the trial have been published, and
display the impassioned eloquence for which he was so famed
and all the resources of his rich and gifted mind. The hearing
of the trial ocenpied 148 days, and at its conclusion Warren
Hastings was acquitted by & large majority on every charge

made against him. s

899. Has a gravestone to the memory of a prize-fighter
ever been placed in Westminster Abbey ?

This was done in the case of John Broughton, champio
prize-fighter of England, the gravestone to whose memory was
erected in the west cloister of Westminster Abbey. Broughton,
at his death, was verger of the Abbey, and no doubt it was
owing to that circumstance, rather than to his prowess as a
pugilist, that his gravestone was permitted to be erected in
that historic edifice. Archdeacon Farrar, in a paper on
epitaphs in the Abbey, mentions that of Broughton, and says
that under the name a blank line was left for the inscription
of the words, “ Champion Prize-fighter of England,” but the
Dean and Chapter having seruples, such inscription was never
added. There is only one woman buried in the Abbey: Mrs.
Aphra Behn, dramatist ; also one workinggman, Graham, a
clockmaker. The cost of burial in Westminster Abbey used
to amount to £150 or £160, besides the cost of extras, such as
scarfs, gloves, etc. Through the exertions of the late Dean
Stanley these charges were reduced to a maximum cost of
£110 4s. 8d., and it%an now be done for £20 less.

400. Who first employed pigeons to earry messages?

Pigpons have been emploped in this way at a very anciept
date, byt there appear to be Aome diffepnces of opinion as to
who first so utilized them., .Probab]y the first on record who
employed pigeons in this‘gapacity was Joshua, who, when
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invading Palestine (in the sixteenth century B.c.), employed
them as mediumns of communication hetween head-quarters
and camps in lands far on the other side of the Jordan.
The Chinese are said to have used pigeons to carry mes-
sages at even an earlier date than this. The Greek poet,
Anacreon, who lived 500 years B.c., mentions the use of
pigeons as bearers of epistles. Pliny, the Roman naturalist;
speaks of communications being kept up between Hirtius
and Decimus Brutus at the siege of Mutina (Modena) by
means of pigeons; and there is an instance recorded of
their having been employed during the crusade of St. Louis.
One writer has recorded the employment of pigeons to carry
messages to Mahmoud Malek-al-Adel Nour-Eddin, Sultan of
Egypt in the twelfth century. During the siege of Paris,
150,000 official messages were carried into the city by pigeon
post. Carrier pigeons in calm weather fly on an average 1,200
yards a minute ; with a moderate breeze in their favour they
make 1,500 yards a minute ; while with the wind strongly in
their favour they attain a speed of 2,000 yards per minute.
The record for distance is lield by an American homing pigeon,
which recently made a journey of 1,040 miles without a
stoppagze.

+0i. Has a negro ever received the Viectoria Cross ?

Three necroes have received this distinction. Seaman W.
Hall, of H.M.S. Shannon, a negro, was decorated November
10th, 1857. He performed some remarkable feats of bravery
in the Fndian Mutiny. Private S. Hodge, 4th West India
Regiment, was decorated with the' Victoria Cross on June 30th,
1866, by his commanding officer, Colonel 1’ Arcy, who spoke of
Hodge to his comrades as the bravest soldier in the regiment.
Hodge greatly distinguished himself by bravery at the storming
and capture of Tubabecolong, River Gambia. Corporal
Schiess, Natal Native Contingent, received the Victoria Cross
for bravery at Rorke’s Drift, Zululand, January 22nd, 1879.

402. Which famous golfer had a figure of himself playing
golf erected over his grave ? °

In the churchyard of the old ruined cathedral at St. Andrews,
in Scotland, there is a monument erected to the memory of
“young Tom Morris,” on which is a Dbas-relief bearing a
carved representation of the champion playing at golf. He
was a famous golfer, thoush he ied young, and this pemo-
rial was erected by his friends. He is known as  young
Tom Mortis” to distinguish him from his father, Tom
Morris of St. Andrews, who la‘d out the golfing green
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at Bideford, on the North Devon coast, in 1864. This monu-
ment, though not wholly unparalleled in its character, was
certainly “a new departure” in associating * healthful play”
with a sacred spot. The inscription on it was written {s
Principal Tulloch. There is at Edinburgh a monument
whigh a golfer erected for himself. After the Restoration of
«Charles II to'the throne of England, his brother, the Duke
of York, afterwards James IL., was sent to Edinburgh, in 1681,
as Commissioner of the King to Parliament. He was there
challenged by two English gentlemen of his suite to play
a match at golf against them for a very large stake, along with
any Scotchman whom he might select. The Duke was judicious
enough to choose as his partner one “Johne Patersone,” a
shoemaker, who no doubt was a local “crack” of the day.
The Duke and the said Johne won easily, and half of the large
stake the Duke made over to his humble coadjutor, who
therewith built for himself the house which still bears the
name of the ®Golfers’ Land,at 77, Canongate, Edinburgh.

403. What is the laughing plant ? P

This plant, says Palgrave in his work on Central and
FEastern Arabia, is a native of that country, and its seeds

roduce on anyone cating them effects analogous to those of
aughing gas. The flowers are prodaced in clusters, and ar&
yellow 1n colour ; the seed pods contain two or three black
seeds of the shape and size of French beans. Their flavour
is slightly like that of opium, and taste sweet, while their
odour produces a sickening sensation. The seeds are pulverized
and takefl in small doses. ® Anyone taking them begins to
laugh loudly and boisterously, and then sings, dances, and
cuts all kinds of fantastic capers, the effect continuing for
about an hour. When the excitement ceases the exhausted
individual falls into a deep sleep, on awakening from which
he is utterly unconscious of any such demonstrations having
been made under the influence of the secds of the laughing
plant. .Y
404.oWhich chureh in this country has the highest-

priced pew rents ?

The following zur%1 the annual revenues derived from pew
rents in some of The most important places of worship:
St. Peter's, Eaton Square, London, £2,000 a year; Christ
Church, Paddington, £1,750 ; Portman Chapel, £1,708;
Emmganuel Church, Hove, £9,400 ; Immanwel Church, Stregt-
ham, §£1,210; St. Paul’s,er«bﬂltsb1'idge,\£1,‘200; St. Michael’s
Church, Chester Square, Lgndon, £1,200 ; St. George¥, Hanover
Square, over £1,000; Chuist Church, Cheltenham, £1,000.
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Two of the London West-end churches have higher pew
rents than any other churches in this country, name]v, All
Saints’, Norfolk Square, W., and St. Paul’s, Onslow Square,
SW. 'In both cases the income of the incumbents is
entirely dependent upon the pew rents received. In
St. John's Wood Synagogue many of the pews cost the seat-
holders from £12 to £15 per individual sitting, while in’ the.
Great Portland Street Synagogue the prices are said to range
higher still. The country for big pew rents is America. n
Dr. Talmage’s tabernacle, where pews are let to the highest
bidders, one valued at £18 ran up, under competition, to £150.

Anothel, put up at £20, realized £151. Twenty pounds and
upwards were common prices. In other churches of less note
the prices range from £7 to £22 per pew.

405. Which private collector in this country owns the
most valuable engravings ?

Mr. John Malcolm, of Poltalloch, who is well known as the
owner of the finest and most valuable drawings and engravings
in this country, and who has some bplendld specimens »f the
art of illumination. Mr. Malcoim las recently presented to
the British Museum an illuminated MS. wlich the autho-
rities of that institution vainly endeavoured to purchase
fdr £2,000 many years ago, before it was acquired
by the present generous donor. It is a “Book of
Hours,” illustrated with a profusion of full-page minia-
tures, of almost unequalled beauty of colour and draughts-
manahlp, by artists of the Milanese School between the years
1490 and 1520. Its decoration appedts to have been begun about
the former date tor Bona, the banished widow of (Galeazzo,
and was finished thirty years later for her grand-daughter,
the second Bona. By her the book was taken into Spain, and
ultimately presented to Philip IL, having in the meanwhile
been enriched by the addition of Further ﬁne miniatures by
artists of the Flemish School. It was in Spain that this
treasure was found and purchased for the English m').rl\ct
some thirty ycars ago, by Mr. I. C. Robinson.

406. Who, within recent years, has left the greatest
number of wills ?

The late Duke of Sutherland (whose testamentary disposi-
Jtiens became the subject of a suit in the Chancery Division
of the High Court of Justlce) {eft ninety-two wills, which
have been dcposited by his truheees and cxecutors with the
Probate Department of Nomerset, House.  The last of the
wills, made a few weeks before his.death, charged his estates
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with a jointure for the Dowager Duchess of £9,000 a year,
and he Teft her a legacy of £100,000, 1o be paid within twelve
months of his death ; also the estate of Sideway, in Stafford-
shire, and a lease of Tittensor Chase (a residence near
Trentham) for twenty-one years, as well as a vast quantity of
furniture, platg, jewellery, pictures, and objects of art. The
residue of the real and personal estate is left to trustees, who
are to pay the income to the Dowager Duchess, who has
power of appointment over the whole property, a wish being
expressed in the will that this power of appointment may be
exercised in favour of the family of the testator. A legacy of
£12,000 is left to Miss Blair, daughter of the Dowager
Duchess.

407. What have been the lowest barometer readings
on record ? '

The lowest barometer readings on record in various parts of
the globe are as follows : Tn 1tondon, a reading of 27°93 inches
on the morning of Christmas Day, 1821, and over the British
Island# generally ; a reading of 27:33 inches, at Ochtértyre
(near Crieff), on the 26th of January, 1884; and 27'12 inches at
False Point, near the southern mouths of the Ganges, on the
22nd of September, 1885, this being the lowest authentic
reading observed in any part of the world. In London, the
barometer usually ranges between 2870 and 3070 inches. In
Mr. Glaisher’s various balloon ascents, his barometers regis-
tered at various heights as follows :—

Miles high. Inches
1 . 247
2 . 203
3 . 167
4 .. . 137
5 113

Mr. Glaisher therefore estimated for a height of 10 miles 42
and for 15 miles 16 inches.

408. What is the highest fee ever paid Yor retaining a
® counsel?

Retaining fees to counsel are small, and the following are
the latest revised rwles, issued in 1892, as to the amounts of
such fees: “The fees for general retainers are as follows :
In Parliament (Committees), ten guineas; in all other cases,
five guineas. The fees for special retainers are as follows:
In P#rliament (Committees), five guineas ;*in the House of
Lords #nd Privy Councily two %uineas ; Wn all other cases, one
guinea.” The biggest feeson brief was paid to ex*President
Grévy, of Irance, in tle great Dreyfus Guano lawsuit.

. -
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Tt amounted to £40,000. Serjeant Ballantine received
from the Gaekwar of Baroda a fee‘of 20,000 guineas to
induce him to visit India in his defence. ~Mr. Paterson, in
the famous case of Jotee Persand, had his brief marked with
the sum of 100,000 rupees (£24,000), in addition to which he
received refresher fees amounting to 10,000 cupees (£2,400).
In a case which occurred on April 17th, 1893, Sir Horace Davey
had 1,000 guineas marked on his brief ; Mr. Haldane, Q.C.,
500 guineas ; and a junior 350 guineas, and the case was settled
in a few minutes before Mr. Justice Romer. Sir Charles
Russell, five or six years agzo at the Leeds Assizes, held a
brief marked 600 guineas. His work occupied less than three
hours, and he was thus paid at the rate of over three guineas
a minute. The largest fee ever paid to a Scotch advocate was
1,000 guineas, for. the defence of an action against Mr. Ross
Winans, an American millionaire.

409. What is the greatest number of languages in whieh
any one magazine is printed ?

The magazine which is printed in the greatest number of
different Tangua.ges is the ‘Acta Comparationis Literarum
Universarum,” an Austrian semi-monthly review of compara-
tive literature. This periodical has contributors in every

.oart of the world, each of whose articles is printed in
his native tongue. Sometimes thirty languages are re-
presented in one issue. Another remarkable magazine
1s the ‘Pantobiblion, commenced in 1891, and pub-
lished at St. Petersburg. It is an International Biblio-
graphical Directory of Scientifi¢ Literature of the World,
ublished monthly. One of the features of the ¢ Pantobiblion
Magazine’ is a series of critical articles on all printed publica-
tions of the world, each of such articles being written and
printed in a language corresponding to the reviewed publica-
tion. The magazine is therefore printed in fifteen different
languages simultaneously, namely, English, French, German,
Ttalian, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Swedish, Danish, Hun-
garian, Roumanian, Russian, Servian, Bohemian, and Polish. _
The ¢ War Cry,’ the weekly organ of the Salvation Army, is
printed in thirty-diflerent languages. Mr. Spurgeon’s sermons
were published in twenty-three different languages every week.

410. Have any famous thoroughbred horses ever

- appearedn on the Britigh stage?

On Septcmber” 17th, 1892, (Voluptuary, a thqroughbred
horse, whigh won the* Grand Natioral Steeplechase iii 188
being then six years old, and cartying 10st. 5lb., appeare
with other racehorses on the stage of Drury Lanc Theatre.
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This took place in a sporting drama, entitled “The Prodigal
Daughter,” the composition of Mr. Henry Pettitt and Sir
Augustus Harris. ne scene represented a Steeplechase, in
which trained racers took real leaps over real hedges on what
seemed to be real turf. Mr. Leonard Boyne, as the hero,
showed that he could ride as well as act. There was even a
brook of water, through which a welsher was dragged by the
infuriated mob who are represented as assembled to witness
the running for the Grand National.

441. Is there any dome in this country made of paper?

The dome of the new Observatory at Greenwich is
made of papier-maché. This roof, including the steel
framework, is over twenty tons in weight; yet the whole
was so constructed that it can be revolved almost
by the pressure of the finger. The Palais de Justice
of Brussels, recently completed, which cost upwards of
two .millions_ sterling — the ¥inest building in Europe — is
surmounted by an immense dome made of papier-maché,
weighing sixteen tons. The largest domes yet constructed have
been of iron. That of the Great Exhibition at Vienna was
360ft. in width ; and the Albert Memorial Hall in London, an
oval in shape, measures 219ft. by 185ft. in diameter. The
largest existing domes are: The Panthcon at Rome, 142ft®
diameter, 143ft. high; Baths of Caracalla, Rome, 112ft.
diameter, 116ft. higﬁ ; St. Sophia, Constantinople, 115ft.
diameter, 201ft. high; St. Maria delle Fure, Florence, 139ft.
diameter, 310ft. high ; St. Peter's, Rome, 139ft. diameter,
330ft. high ; St. Paul’s, London, 112ft. diameter, 215ft. high ;
St. Genevidve, Paris, 67ft. diameter, 190ft. high. The oldest
of these is the Pantheon, which was constructed during the

| reign of the Emperor Augustus.

1

412. Whieh eircus rider has held in hand at one time the
greatest number of horses ?
Herr Edward Wulff, who in February, 1&253, surprised the

audiences attending the performances of his continental circus
tronpe at the circus in Argyll Street, London, by the case and
skill with.which he controlled fifty horses in the ring at tha
same time, moving i circles in different directions. Herr Wuit¥
at first stood on the summit of a raised stand in the centre
of the arena, so as to be able to kecp an eye on thc whode
of hiy equine performers. These, howeves, soon became:so
accustomed to their work®as no lpnger to need such
vigilant overlooking, and® their trainer resigned hissprominent
position to a tiny pony,’svhich travelled alone round the
: ’ ’ v« M
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limited space assigned him. The horses seemed quite cager to
begin their respective circuits, and fell jnto prescribed order
with as much regularity as though a groom were allotted to
each, Herr Wulff simply remaining with the attendants, and
giving the various signals to the steeds by a few words of
encouragement, or by the crack of his whip. This disp'ay
was ccrtainly the greatest example of skill in' training cver.
manifested, every horse having had to be taught his particular
share in the performance.

4413. What people regard gambling on one day of the
year as a religious duty ?

Among the Hindus gambling is regarded, on a certain day
of the year, as a religious duty. This day, the Festival of
Lamps, is celebrated in honour of Iakshun, the Goddess of
Wealth. Then it is incumbent on every votary to try the
chances of the dice, and from their success the prince, the
ckief, the merchant, and the artjsan foretell the state of their
coffers for the ensuing year. The chief female winners spend
the whole money 1n buying swectmeats or fruits, which are
distributed among all the members of the family as a token of
good luck for the year.

51.14. Who was the youngest English cardinal ever
appointed ?

Henry Stuart, Cardinal of York. 7Thisdignitary was born in
1725, and was created Cardinal of York in 1747, at the age of 22
years. Regimald Pole was born in March, 1500, in Statfordsbiz.
He was the son of Sir Richard Pole and Margaret Countess of
Salisbury, the daughter of the Difke of Clarence, and niece of
Edward IV. He was made a cardinal by Pope Paul IIL,
22nd December, 1536, he being then 36 years of age.
Charles Januarius Acton, born March, 1803, was created a
cardinal in 1842, at the age of 39. He died January 23rd, 1847.
Thomas Wolscy was created cardinal in 1515, at the age of 44;
Nicholas Wiseman in 1850, at the age of 48 ; Edward Henry
Howardin 1677, at 48 ; Thomas Weld in 1830, at 57 ; while John
Henry Newinan was 78 when created a cardinal in 187¢. and
Henry Fdward anning 66 when raised to the same dignity. Tn~
1591 the youngest cardinal was 1t Rende, then 44, who was
harely 10 wher he reccived his hat. Piobably the youngest
cardinal ever created was (rovanni de Medici, second son of
JLorenzo the Magnificent. He was born in 1475, at Florence,
gad at the aze of, 17 he was made an archbishop by Louis XL,

N\ing of Irance, unel at 13 was created cardinal, He was
elected te the Papacy in 1513, undér the title of Led X., and
died in 1522, at the age of 47. %°
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415. Which swimmer has dived from the greatest
height? .

Larry Donovan dived from Niagara Bridge 200ft. into the
water below, and also from Brooklyn Bridge, a height of 210ft.
Professor Burns, a native of Liverpool (familiarly kzown as
Tommy Burns), when serving as a middy in the old City of’ New
York, made a dive from the topmost yardarm of the Zhree
Brothers, the largest wooden vessel then on the seas—the height
being 150ft. from the water. On the 9th of October, 1889, Burns
dived from Runcorn Bridge into the U'pper Mersey, a deptk of
90ft., swam’to the Liverpool landing-stage, a distance of 18 miles,
came to London, dived off London Bridge, and went back to
Liverpool. These dives were into deep water. The dive
which Burns made daily at the London Aquarium was 100ft.,
from a tiny platform into a smull tank, 45ft. long by 9ft.
broad, and ouly Tft. in depth. Professor O Rourke, on on~
occasion when Burns was pnable to appear .on account cf
illness, made the great dive at the Aquarium, first from a
third of the height, and, that having been successfull>
acconfplished, from the full height of 100ft. He has since
given performances exceeding that height by 30ft.  Pro-
fessor Jules Gautier has done some remarkable diving. On
September 19th, 1390, he dived from the top of London Bridgg
at low tide, with both hands and feet manacled. On August
17th, 1892, he dived a clean header, with arms chained behind
and feet chained together, 18yds. of rope being used to keep
the limbs tight, from a raised platform off Folkestone Pier, 2
distance of 71ft. above thg level of the sea. On September
23rd, 1892, he dived over 100ft., manacled, from the upper top-
sail yard of the ship Benvenue, in the Channel off Sandgate.

416. Who owns the first photograph ever taken ?

The Wedgwood family owns the first photograph or sun-
picture (heliotype) ever'taken. This photograph was taken in
1793 by Mr. Thomas Wedgwood, a son of thagelebrated potter,
Josiah Wedgwood. It is of a Savoyard piper in the costume
of Ris country. There is a facsimile of it in a book entitled
“A Group of Englishmen,” by the late Miss Eliza Meteyard,
published by Longgans, Green & Co., in 1871, and in a foot-
note it is stated that “when the photograph was shown at a
meeting of the Photographic Society, it was particularly
admired by the late Lord Chief Baron Pollock, Bennett Woed-+
crofh, and other members.” *Lhe impressiow thongh faint, yas
clear enough to be eggrav®d some Wwenty-five years ago.
One of the earliest photpgraphs, taken by Professor Draper,
of New York University, in the autumn of 1839, was
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exhibited at Chicago. This photographic portrait of his sister
was sent by the Professor, early in 184€, as a present to the
late Sir John Herschell, by whose family it has been preserved
to the present day, in exactly the same state in which it was
sent to England. The loan of this interesting photograph
for the Chicago Exhibition was made by Sir William
Herschell at the request of the Chancellor of the New York
University, transmitted through the American Ambassador in
London. The lady of whom 1t is a portrait was then of the
age of eighty-seven, and a recent portrait was exhibited
side by side with the earlier one, thus enabling com-
parisons to be made as to the progress of the photographic
art during the last fifty years.

417. Which members of our Royal Family have played
in theatrical performances ?

Their Roya! Highnesses Pringesses Louise (Marchioness of
Lorne) and Beatrice (Princess Henry of Battenberg) played
on the 27th of January, 1893, in Oliver Goldsmith’s comedy,
“She Stoops to Conquer,” the performance taking place
before the Queen in the India Room at Osborne, which had
been transformed for the occasion into an excellent theatre.
Princess Louise took the part of * Miss Hardcastle,” while
Princess Beatrice gave an excellent performance as *Miss
Neville.” The Marquis of Lorne took the part of “Tom
Tickle,” and Sir Henry Ponsonby that of ‘“Jack Slang.”

448. What is the largest nuznber of churches in one
churchyard in this country ?

Three, in the town of Reepham, in the Aylsham district, in
the county of Norfolk. One church, that of Hackford (All
Saints’), is in ruins, having been burnt down with part of the
town in 1600. The other two churches are those of Reepham (St.
Mary’s) and Whitwell (St. Michael’s). Adjoining the Church of
Reepham standsthat of Whitwell, now used for Hackford and
Whitwell. Itisin the Later Englishstyle, and has an embpttled
tower. In the grounds of the Priory at St. Andrews, Fife, therew.
are also three ¢hurches in one churchyard : First, the Cathe-
dral ; second, the ancient chapel of St. Regulus ; and, third,
the Church of St. Leonard’s Priory. All these are in a statc
of ruin. Thers are many places in this country where two
¢nurches stanc. in one common burial-ground ; the best-known
e::a.mEles being Westminster Ahbey and St. Margaret’s Church ;
the Churches of St. Jiumes and St. Mary, at Bury St Edxunds ;
and Old ‘and New Greyfriars, at “Wdinburgh. ~ In these and a
few other cases services are held in both chyrches. Ia numerous
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other churchyards there are two churches, one in use and the
other in ruins. Westbury-on-Severn, Overstrand, in Norfolk,
and Heptonstall, in Yorkshire, are examples. '

419. Whieh stone acts as a barometer ?

A stone called “Semakuir,” which is found in Northern
Finland in considerable abundance, is a natural barometer,
foretelling probable changes in the weather. In dry, fine
weather the stone is of a dark grey colour mottled with white
spots, but before approaching showers or thick mists it blackens
all over—most conspicuously at the spaces which were pre-
viously white—and gradually returns again to its former state
as the weather improves. Its prophetic warnings are regarded
by wmany as having a supernatural origin, but a recent analysis
of the stone shows that there is nothing whatever mysterious
in its actions. It is composed of a ground mass of clay and
fossilized organic matter, with a little rock-salt and nitre scat-
tered throughout in grains and small patches. These salts
absorb the aerial moisture as it increases in amount, and dis-
solve i it, forming black surface films, while they regain their
white colour as the drier atmosphere evaporates the moisture
from them.

420. Which King has the most valuable ecrown ? ’

The King of Portugal. The jewels of this monarch’s crown
are said to be valued at £1,300,000. One of the costliest crowns
in Europe is that worn by the Czar of Russia on State occa-
sions. [tsis surmounted byg cross formed ‘of five magnificent
diamonds, resting upon an immense uncut but polished
ruby. The coronet of the Empress contains the most
beautiful mass of diamonds ever collected in one band.
The crown of the Queen-Empress of Great Britain,
valued at £300,000, contains one large ruby, one large
sapphire, sixteen others, eight emeralds, four smaller rubies,
1,360 brilliant diamonds, 1,273 rose diamnds, four drop-
shaped pearls, and 269 other pearls. In official dress, the Sultan

«of JOhore wears — including his crown—£2,200,000 worth of
diamonds. His collar, epaulettes, belt, cuffs, and orders blaze
with diamonds. Og his wrists are heavy gold bracelets, and
his fingers are cramped with almost priceless rings. The
handle and scabbard of his sword are a solid mass of precious
stones. The most expensive Royal regalias in the world are
thosesof the Maharajah of® Barcda, Indi®. First comesea
gorgeows collar containing 500 diamnonds¥some as large as wal-
nuts, arranged in five rows., s Top and bottom rows of emeralds

of equal size relieve the lusdre of the diamonds,
L] » .
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421. Has a bridal dress ever been made into a priest’s
robe ?

The Empress of Austria directed her bridal dress to be cut
up and made into a set of priestly robes, which she presented
to the Church of St. Matthew, at Pesth. The dress was of
white brocade with silver threads, embroidered all over with
beautiful garlands ot rosesinsilver. Her bridal wreath encircles
an embroidered picture of the Virgin, which is hung up in the
Loretto Chapel of the same church, which the Empress selects
for her devotions. It is no uncommon occurrence in the
Roman Catholic churches of this country for a bridal robe to
be made into an ecclesiastical vestment, while a clerical con-
tributor informs us that he has known of several such cases in
the Church of England.

422, In which cdimtry is liquor dispensed to consumers
at cost price ?

Under what is known as the G%thenburg Licensing System,
in toree throughout Sweden, no seller of liquor is allowed to
make any profit on the sale. The sale of spirits is in the
hands ot the local authorities, who either appoint salaried
managers to sell or lease to a company, which, after receiving
& per cent. interest on their outlay, are bound to hand over
any balance to the town authorities. The tariff of prices is
fixed, and practically the liquors are dispensed at cost price.
A somewhat similar system, known as the Bergen System, is
in force in Norway. One of the chief differences between
the two systems is in the disposal of the surples, which
in Sweden goes in reduction of rates, but in Norway is applied
In assisting deserving charities, societies, institutions, or
other objects of public utility dependent upon voluntary
contributions.

423. Who was the youngest Poet- Laureate ever
appointed ?

John Skelton, who was born in Norfolk in 1460. He studied
at both the Universities, and also at Louvain. He was created
a Poet-Laureate by the Oxford Senate in 1489, when he would
be twenty-nine ‘years of age. He was pgrmitted to wear a
special robe of white and green, the King’s colours, decorated
with silk and gold embroidery, with the name of the muse of
geatr worked upon it. Subsequent to 1630, the youngest

cet-Laureate was Sir William DAvenant, who succeeded, Ben
Jonson. He was borr in 1606 %t Ogford, and wassapppinted
Poet-Lauréate in 1638, in the thirty-second year of his age.
The earliest mention of a Poet-Laureate under that title occurs

.
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in the reign of Edward IV., when John Kay received the
appointment, though, this is believed to be the same office
which was held as early as the reign of Henr} I1IT. by Henry
de Averanches, who is styled “King’s Versifier,” and was paid
100s. a year by way of stipend. The oldest poet who has been
appginted to the post was Wordsworth, Tennyson’s predecessor ;
he was seventy-three, and only lived seven vears after his
accession. The appointment to the office of Poet-Laureate
was for many years in the hands of Oxford University. It
was not till the reign of Charles I. that the official appointment
was created by letters patent. Thesc letters a~cigned to the
Laureate a salary of £100 a year, and u tierce of Canary wins
out of the Royal cellars. The salary now attaching to the
office is £300 a year.

424. Has any midnight flower show ever been held in
this country ?

In addition to the usual fraiit and flower shows held by the
Royal Botanic Society at their garden in the centre of the
inner gircle in llegent’s Park, London, at which numerous

rizes are given, their midnight summer flower show has of
ate years being a regularinstitution. The Cereus granditloruas
and the Cereus nycticallus, which last word, of Greek origin,
signifies night beauty, of the cactus order of plants, open theis
flowers only at night, and are remarkable for size and beauty,
one flower sometimes being as much as 1ft. in diameter. In
1830 there was a midnight exhibition of these plants at th2
Grange, Alresford, in Hampshire, the seat of Alexander Baring,
who was &reated Baron Ashburton in 1835.

425. Has any native of the British Isles ever been raised
to the highest rank in the Chinese nobility ?

Sir Robert Hart, the Inspector-General of Chinese Maritime
Customs, and Sir Halliday Macartney, K.C.)M.G., Secretary to
the Chinese Legation in London, have been thus ennobled, the
Emperor of China having by Imperial Res®ript raised their
ancéstors for three generations to the highest rank in the
Chinese Mandarinate. It is believed that no other European
has ever been honoured in this way. Among the Imperial re-
wards for militar} service established under the present
dynasty the highest is the “ Yellow Riding Jacket,” called in
Chinese Huang-Ma-Kua. The coat, according to regulatign,
is ogly to be worn when ia attendance lapon the Emperor.
Two Europeans only have Been honogred by receiving the
right To wear the “Yeflow Jacket.” Une of thgn was an
Englishman, the late GeYbral Gordon, known as “ Chinese
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Gordon ” ; and the other was the late M. Prosper Giquel. The
Imperial decree—conferring on Gordon-an order of the first
rank and a gift of 10,000 taels of silver, in consideration cf
his services at Soochow—was presented to the British Museum
in 1886, by his brother, Sir Henry William Gordon, and
is now on cxhibition in the Manuseript Departnent, together
with a map of the district around Soochow, drawn by
(Gordon, and marked with the dates of his successful cam-
paigns. Gordon refused to accept the above and other sums
of money from the Emperor. His characteristic reply was
“I shall leave China as poor as I entered it.” Gencra
Gordon’s chief Furopean miedical officer, Surgeon Joseph T
Longzhcad, late Royal Scots Fusiliers, was also highly rewarded
for ns services by the Chinese Emperor, being made a mandarin
ol the *Searlet Button.”

426. What is the greatest height ever asecended by a
steeple-jack ?

Four hundred and sixty-four feet, the height ascended
in 1886 by a Styrian steeple-jack, named Joseph Pircher.
The ascent was to the top of the pinnacle of the steeple of
the Cathedral of St. Steplien, in Vienna, which is one of
the finest structures in Europe. The steeple rises to a height
‘of 450ft., culminating in a point on which stands a gilt
cross, measuring, with the globe beneath it, another 14ft.
Pircher descended, as he had climbed, by the lightning con-
ductor, and his feat occupied altogether two hours and
thirty-three minutes. He had previousﬁy climbed 13¢ steeples.
The greatest height ever ascended by a steeple-jack in this
country is 454ft. This ascent was made in 1892, and about
nincteen years ago, by Ralph Hall, the steeple-jack. for the
purpose of making repairs on the top of one of the tallest
chimney-stacks in the world—that connected with the chemical
works of Messrs. Joseph Townsend (Limited), Port Dundas,
Glasgow. Anothe- remarkable feat was recently accomplished
in chimbing 404ft.  This ascent was made by the well-known
English stecple-jack, William Green, for the purpose of repair-
ing the top of the spire of Salisbury Cathedral.

427. Is any flight of steps in this couxiry in more than
one parish ?

» The steps leadding from the south side of London Bridge into

Tooley Street are i this singulay position. The top of. the

steps belong to the Carporation*of the City of Léndon, and

form part of the City, together with" the bridge itself. The

main body of the flight of steps isin St. Saviour’s 1.arish and
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°
within the boundary of the St. Saviour’s District Board of
Works, while the bottom of the flight is_in the parish and
district of St. Olave’s. In many parts of Englhnd boundaries
become mixed, and it is not unusual to find houses, streets,
and fields situated in two different parishes. One instance is
at Beverley, in Yorkshire, where a house in Lairgate is so
situated. On fhe annual ceremony of beating the bounds this
house becomes a thoroughfare, as the officials have to pass
through it to complete their peregrination. The wide, high
flicht of stone steps leading up into the Clarendon Building,
which forms a conspicuous object in Broad Street, Oxford,
stands in the two parishes of St. Mary the Virgin and of St.
Mary Magdalene. A cross marks the boundary of these
parishes in the front of the building over the steps, and the
line that separates the two parishes crosges the building
diagonally.
428. What is the highest px;ice ever paid for, a wedding-

cake ?

Nine hundred pounds, which was the price paid for tha cake
provided at the wedding of Mr. Astor, the American million-
aire, 40 Miss Willing, at New York, about three years ago.
Some very costly wedding-cakes have been made in the Royal
kitchen of Her Majesty the Queen. That provided for thes
Princess Beatrice’s wedding was said to be worth £300. It
weighed 8cwt., was 9ft. in height and 5ft. in diameter. Six
months were occupied in modelling the ornaments, among
which were 1,800 sprays of sugared leaves of ivy, roses, honey-
suckle, and other plants. If was conveyed to Osborne in a
special van, and required twelve men to handle it. 'The one
Brovided for the miarriage of the Princess Louise with the

uke of Fife was also made by the Queen’s confectioner, and
was a most magnificent and costly cake. The cake made for
Count Munster’s wedding was said to be of great cost. It
stood on a handsome silver plateau. Tt weighed over a
hundredweight, and was built in two tiers, otertopping every-
thing else in the room where the breakfast was ield. The
cukegfn'esented to Her Majesty Queen Victoria on the occasion
of her Jubilee weighed over a quarter of a ton, measured
oft. 6in. in circumfergnce, and was 10ft. high.

429. What is the *‘ flesh and blood ” plant ?

Early travellers in China and Tartary speak of “a plant of
flesh gnd blood, with the shape and appeamance of a lamb,
having feet, head, and tail dlstinctly ®rmed, and its skin
covered’ with soft down.”” JThe “lamb”is said to glow upon
a stalk 3ft. high, and to tura about and bend to tﬁe herbage
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which serves for its food ; and when the grass fails it dries
up and withers away. There is some foyndation for this queer
story in the existence of a singularly shaped plant with a sort
of woolly covering; and in order to heighten the general
effect, the natives trim the plant and adjust the long, silky
hairs that cover it in such a style as to give it the appearance
of a wool-clad animal. The Potentilla Tdérmentilla “(the
common tormentil) is known in this country as the * flesh and
blood plant,” the name being probably derived from its being
administered to care the discase of dysentery. According to
Mr. Friend, the author of “ Flowers and Flower Lore,” apples,
in some parts of the country, are named “flesh and blood”
plants.

430. What was the largest picture ever exhibited in the
Royal Academy ?

The picture, *“Joshua Commanding the Sun to Stand Still,”
by John Martin, which was exhibited at the Academy in 1816.
One of the largest pictures ever exhibited in the Royal
Academy was the famous portrait group of members of the
House of Commons as assembled in Parliament. It was
painted Ly Phillips, measured 28ft. by 17ft., and contained
over 600 portraits. Another large picture was exhibited in
the Academy of 1880. It was painted by Val Prinsep. It
reprecents the Imperial assemblage held at Delhi by
the Viceroy, Lord Lytton. The picture measured 10ft.
by 27ft., and occupied nearly the whole of the east wall
of Gallery VII. The largest paintings by any British artist
arc the frescoes of Maclise—each 45ft. long and 19ft. high—
in the Royal Gallery of the House of Lords, depicting *The
Meeting of Wellington and Blucher at Waterloo,” and “Tho
Death of Nelson,” admitted to be the finest mural paintings
hitherto executed in Great Britain. The largest picture in
the world, exclusive of frescoes, is Tintoretto’s “ Paradise,”
hung in the Grand Salon of the Doge’s Palace at Venice,
which is 84ft. wide and 34ft. high. Michel Ancelo’s fresca on
the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel of the Vatican measures

133ft. in length by 43ft. in width. .
431, Which bird has the most variously eoloured coat of
teathers ? o

The king bird of paradise, which is found in a large part of
New Guinea and the surrounding islands of the Malay Archi-
pelago. Except on its feet, which are not feathered, there is
no blue. The upper portion of .the body and head is ruby red,
shading glmost into orange on the brow; its belly *sreyish
white, next to which is a band of “green, and then a collar of
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yellow separates it from the crimson throat. From each side
of the breast springs a.tuft of greyish feathers, terminating in
a broad band of intense emerald green, of which colour are
also the glittering buttons suspended five inches from the tail
and by what resemble slender wires, the wings being of various
shadgs of yellpwish brown. The bird with the greatest
number of distinct colours in its feathers is the Pitta Concinna,
which are abundant in the Malay Peninsula, but attain their
maximum of beauty and variety in Borneo and Sumatra.
These birds are deseribed as having head, back of the neck,
checks, chin, and stripe down the centre of the throat velvety
black : from the nostrils over each eye a broad mark of deep
buff, posterior to which is a narrower one of a pale glaucous
blue ; back, tail, and wings dark grass-green; lesser wing
coverts and a band across the rump, glossy verditer blue ;
primaries and secondaries black, the fourth, fifth, and sixth of
the former crossed by a band of white near their base, and
all the primaries tipped on the external web with olive grey ;
upper tail coverts black ; under surface delicate fawn colour,
becoming much paler where it meets the black of the checks
and throat; vent and under tail coverts fine scarlet. Other
birds characterized by the splendour and colourings of their
plumage are the peacock, the pheasant, and the humming-bird.

L]
432. What is the deepest sea-sounding ever made ?

Forty-six thousand two hundred and thirty-six feet, or just
36ft. over eight and three-quarter miles, the bottom having
been reached at this immepse depth in the South Atlantic
Ocean, at a point midway between the Island of Tristan
d’Acunha and the niouth of the Rio de la Plata. This is more
than half as much again in depth as the highest mountain in
the world. In the North Atlantic Ocean, south of Newfound-
land, soundings have been made to a depth of 27,480ft., while
depths of 34,000ft. are reported south of the Bermuda Islands.
The deepest soundings in the Mediterranean yet made gave a
depth of 14,136ft., at a_point between Malta and Crete. The
averige depth of the Pacific Ocean, between Japan and Cali-
fornia, is a little over 12,000ft.; between Chili and the
Sandwich Islands, J5,000ft. ; and between Chili and New
Zealand, 9,000(t.

4383. What is the greatest age at which an artist has
painted a picture % - *

Tizigno Vecelli, commpnly *known ay Titian, one of the
test painters of the wo 1d, and the typical repwesentative
of the Venetian School, wag born in 1477, died in 1576 at the
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age of 99 years, and continued to produce pictures until the
very last. Thomas Sidney Cooper, R.A:, who was born in 1803
and is conseqently 91 years of age, had a painting in the Royai
Academy in 1893. John Massey Wright, a water-colour painter,
born 1773, died 1866 at the age of 93 years, was fully occupied
and in active work up to a short time before his death. . John
Christian Schetky, a marine painter, born 1778, died 1874, aged
96, exhibited regularly at the Royal Academy until 1872, when ho
was 94 years of age. Henry William Pickersgill, R.A., a por-
trait painter, born 1788, died 1875, at the age of 87, exhibited
his pictures every year up to 1872, when he was 84 years of
age. Philip Reinagle, R.A,, born 1749, died 1833, aged 84,
exhibited till 1827, when he was 78 years ot age. His son,
Ramsay Richard Reinagle, R.A., born 1775, died 1862, aged 87,
exhibited up to_1857, at the age of 82. Sir John Gilbert,
at 75, exhibited at the Academy in 1892 his picture,
“Venetian Council of War.” Mme. Rosa Bonheur, the famous
animal painier, was 70 yea.s of age, when she had
finished the painting of her picture entitled *“ Horses Tramp-
ling Out Wheat.” This splendid picture the artist censiders
her best. She refused £12,000 for it some time ago.

434. What is the annual expenditure on professional
football players in this eountry ?

A football player being interviewed as to the cost of the
game said that, taking £3 as an average weekly salary, and an
average of sixteen professionals to each principal club, the
annual expenditure for football salaries amounts to an aggre-
gate of £1,078,272 sterling, or ncarly twice as much as the
annuities of the entire Royal Family of this country, twice as
much as the pay of the entire cavalry of the British Army,
and five times as much as that of the three regiments of Foot
Guards. In the Everton Club the expenditure for the year or
season ending May 31st, 1889, included £2,059 1s. 11d. for
players’ wages : gratuities to players, £44 9s. 6d. ; secretary’s
salary, £57 ; triiners’ wages, £73 13s. ; training expenses,
£19 6s. 9d. ; travelling, £702 8s. 10d. ; medical expeases,
£15 15s. 10d. ; clothing and materials, £93 12s. 5d. ; insurance™
of players, £29 5s.; making a total of £3,094 13s. 3d., out of
the whole expenditure of £5,957 3s. 10k At this rate the
players in the foaurteen clubs of the Football League only must
cost £43,333 js. 6d. a year, and the whole expenditure of these
feurteen clubs amounts to £83,402 13s. 8d.

435. Whore is the o}dest health resort in the world 2

This is Helwan, in Egypt, fameg;fqr its baths, which have
been so well described by Dr. Frederick Peterson. There are
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about a dozen springs, having a temperature of from 77deg.
to 86deg. Fahrenheit, sulphurous, chalybeate, and saline. The
bath-houses are commodious and luxurious. * In Egypt is
found the type of the warm and dry climate of low altitude. In
winter the temperature by day is 70deg. to 75deg. in the shade.
The pights are fresh and cold, and often accompanied by heavy
dew. The mean annual humidity is about 58 per cent. The
average annual rainfall for the last five years1s 1'22in. The
pyramids and mounds of ancient Memphis are in plain view
across the desert, while Cairo, fifteen miles to the north,
atfords inexhaustible resources to the pleasure-seeker.

436. Which is the largest cross in any church in this
eountry ?

The “Great Rood,” which the Duke of Newcastle has
recently presented to the Church of St. Albans, Holborn. It
is an enormous crucifix (the cross of which is over 25ft. in
height), and hangs suspendeq from the chancsl arch. The
cross itself is coloured dead olive green, and the arms have
termingls of fleurs-de-lis and Tudor roses. The Sacred Figure
is painted and gilt, while on either side stand presentments of
St. John the Divine and the Virgin as “the Mater Dolorosa.”
The idea of the work has been chiefly borrowed from the rood
crosses to be seen still at St. Peter’s, Louvain, and at Oplinter,
in Brabant. Of crosses in churchyards, one of the largest is a
remarkable specimen discovered in the parish of St. Teath,
near Camelford, in Cornwall. In form it was Greek—that is,
the four arms were of equal length. It was a massive granite
monolith, and measured no jess than 15ft. in extreme height ;
the upright shaft measuring in breadth at the base 2lin. by
15in., and beneath the fillet immediately below the cross,
133in. by 113in.

437. Where is the most elaborately fitted coffee palace ?

In the City of Melbourne, the capital of Victoria, and the
largest city in Australia, where half 4 milljon sterling has
been_spent in erecting some of the finest and most elaborately
fitted coffee palaces in the world. The principal one cost no
Jess than £110,000. The Hon. James Munro, the Premier of
Victoria, took a promhinent part in establishing these magnifi-
cent coffee palaces, which are now such a feature of Melbourne
life. The largest coffec palace in the United Kingdom is
“The Victoria,” at Leicester, erected by the Leicester Coffae
and Gocoa House Company? Limited, at as cost of £20,0(7)g.
This campany opened its first louse in 1877, two more in 1878,
three in 1879, two in 1880, pyo more in 1882, one irs 1883, one
in 1885, and the “Victoriad in 1889, all of which have been
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great successes. The first coffee palace in England, “The
Edinburgh Castle,” was opened in Limehouse in 1873, and in
1876 “ The Dublin Castle ” was opened in Mile End.

438. Which firm in the world owns the largest number
of furnaces?

The Gas Light and Coke Company at Beckton, the largest
gasworks in the world. There are a dozen retort-houses, some
of which are 500ft. long, and each house has nine retorts—
massive iron receptacles. KEvery retort has thirty furnaces,
so that altogether there are no fewer than some 3,240 furnaces.
It takes 5icwt. to load a retort with fuel, and in six hours
they are re-charged. The heat given off by these furnaces
is so great, that if an ordinary house brick were used
for building them, it would melt away in less than five
minutes. Specizl fire-bricks have to be used, and 11,000 of
them are needed to construct a single furnace. Every threc
Zears the bricks have to be renewed, for during that time they

ave practically been burnt t¢ pieces. The firm owning the
largest nnmber of furnaces on the Continent is that of Krupp,
the maker of the pieces of ordnance known as * Krupp guns.”
The works within the town of Essen cover more than 500
acres, one-half of which is under cover. They give employ-
ment to about 20,000 workpeople. The works contuin 2,542
turnaces, 430 boilers, 83 steam hammers, 150 steam engines,
and 1,652 machines for various purposes. They consume on
an average 1,666 tons of coke and coal daily. Mr. Krupp
owns 547 iron mines in Germany, and four sca steamers ; and
there are connected with the Essen works forty-two miles of
railways, employing twenty-eight locomotives and 883 trucks ;
sixty-nine horses, with 191 waggons ; forty miles of telegraph
wires, with thirty-five stations, ard fifty-five Morse apparatuses.
This gigantic firm has turned out, at the works at Essen,
over 21,000 Krupp guns, many of them being of enormous
dimensions and weight.

439. Do tall or'short people live longest ?

The same causes tend to promote both longevity and stature,
chieﬂir good food and fresh air. Thus the rural population %
usually taller'and heavier than that of towns, because in the
country they breathe, especially in tk> daytime, a purer
atmosphere. In Scotland, agricultural males are 4in. and 261b.
.over the average of Glasgow and Edinburgh. The sea-coast
‘fishing populatipn of Yorkshire exceeds the Sheffield artisans
by 3in. and 241b. Qn the other hand, Londoners average 14in.
and 8lby more than the population of Hertfordskkire ; and
Quetelet observed the same in Belgium, which he ascribed to
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better food in towns. In England generally, however, the
average height of men between 22 and 25 years of ageis: in
the towns 67in., in the country 69in. But men in®rural districts
have the advantage in respect of longevity also. While
men of all classes in this country, who reach the age of 20
years, have on the average nearly 40 more years to live, the
farm labourer ch the average lives 48 more years. The same
result appears from a comparison of classes. The height of
men of the professional class averages over 69in., while that
of artisans is only about 664in.; and so too, in the United
States, where the labourer’s average span of life is only slightly
more than 443} years, that of clergymen is 66 years, of lawyers
54 years, and of physicians 52 years. In extreme cases of
height or shortness of stature, the shorter have the advantage,
in support of which the following two, amongst very numerous
cases, may be mentioned. The dwarf of King Stanislaus of
Poland, who was only 23in. in height, died in Paris at the age
of 90 years. Another diminutive Pole, Count Bosolawski, who
stopped short at 3ft. 3in., died at Durham in 1837 at the
patriarchal age of 99 years. .

440. Who owns the most valuable watch chain ?

Sir R. Jardine, whose horse, Riversdale, won the Manchester
Cup in 1886. The chain and watch to which it is attachede
cost £2,400. On oune of the inner cases of the watch is a repre-
sentation in enamel of the horse in question. The watch gives
the time of day—Dby seconds and sections of seconds ; and it is
presumably intended to go on for ever without correction. Its
great cost, however, is due ntore to outward adornment than
to its intricate and complex internal machinery, and several
huge diamonds were used in its ornamentation.

444. Has a tombstone ever been used as a shop-counter ?

There is only one case on record in which this singular use
has been made of a tombstone. A chemjst in ieesburg,
Va., dispenses his drugs over a counter which fias been proved
to % the original headstone from the grave of Colonel
John Mason McCarty, who killed his cousin, General
Armstead T. Mason, in a duel fought at Bladensburg, Md..
February 6th, 1819." 1t is a plain and unpretentious-looking
marble slab. The cause of the duel was an old and rancorous
political dispute, which grew out of the campaign of Colongl
Cha?cs T. Mercer, who waseelected.to Conggess in 1817, from
Londog County, Va. In_ this dispute Gyneral Mason brandéd
McCarty as a “ perjured Yillain.” McCarty was, ageording to
the usage of the day, conldelled to challenge General Mason
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to mortal combat, and in doing so superseded his rights by
stipulating his terms, conditions, and methods of the meeting.
One of his_met'hods was for them to jump together from the dome
of the Capitol. This General Mason refused, with an intimation
that he would accept a challenge sent in a proper form. Colonel
McCarty, on the strength of the declension, posted Ggneral
Mason as a coward, and was quickly challenged for doing so.
He declined the honour on the ground that General Mason was
wanting in courage. The matter rested until General Jackson
appeared on the scene. It was then reopened by General
Mason, who sent a challenge, and it was ultimately agreed
that a duel should take place with muskets charged with a
single ball, at a distance of 12ft. When in position the muzzles
of the muskets nearly touched. At the word they both fired,
and General Maspn fell dead. The names of the seconds were
never divulged. Colonel McCarty died in Chicago on
September 1st, 1852. His remains were sent to Leesburg and
interred. In 1856 they were rtmoved to Richmond, and the
headstone, bearing his epitaph in Roman letters, passed into
the possession of a drug store. v

442. What was the length of the longest publiec pro-
cession in this ecountry ?

Between three and four miles, on the occasion of the publie
or State funeral accorded to the great military commander and
victor of Waterloo—the Duke of Wellington—on the 18th of
November, 1852. His coffin was preceded and followed to St.
Paul’s by a large number of mi}itar{, amid a vast assembl
of spectators. After the Rifles, who led the way, had started,
it was an hour and a half before the funeral car moved, and it
was half an hour later when the rear of the procession started,
the Rifles having then reached Charing Cross, nearly half a
mile from the starting-place in Whitehall. The route taken
was by way of Birdcage Walk, Apsley House, and Piccadilly.
The procession, was set in motion at 7 a.m., and it was three
o’clock before the body was lowered into the vault, beside the
remains of Lord Nelson, under the dome of St. Paul’s Catlfédral_
The body was carried on a sumptuous car, drawn by twclve
horses, richly caparisoned, and the coffip, could thus be seen
by all the spectators, who were estimated to number 1,500,000.
TYme military in the procession consisted of the Household
reziments of Horse and Foot Guards, the 2nd Battalion of
Rifics, a battalien of Royal Mavines, the 33rd Regimept, the
17th Lancers, the 18¢h Light Iragogns, the regiment of Scots
Greys, a body of Chelsea Pensiongrs, and men of different arme
of tl}:'e Indian Army. '
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443. How many professional cricketers are there in
the United Kingdom ?

The “Cricket Annual” gives the names of 380 professional
cricketers, eighty-one of whom have engagements with the
leading clubs, and 279 with other clubs in different parts of the
kingdom. This, however, does not supply the name of every
professional, bdt only the names of those which have been
sent for publication in the “Annual” Few are given for
Secottish and none for Irish clubs, while a considerable number
of English clubs having professionals are owitted. Taking
these into consideration, there are at least 500 profes-
sional cricketers in the United Kingdom. Amongst the
leading counties Surrey Club is credited with nine,
Lancashire and Yorkshire with twelve each, and Notts with
thirteen. Amongst other clubs, Sheflield Unjted has the same
number of professionals (thirteen) as Notts, and Sheffield
Wednesday has three, so that the cutlery town possesses the
services of more professional wricketers than anS? other town
outside the Metropolis. The oldest professional cricketer
mentioned in the “Annual”’ is William Mycroft, of the Derby-
shire Club, who was born 1st February, 1841, and the youngest
R. Bagguley, of Notts Club, born 10th July, 1873.

444. Which was the first novel published in this country,
with illustrations ?

The second volume of ‘ Robinson Crusoe,” by Daniel Defoe,
published on August 20th, 1719, was the first novel ever
published in this country with illustrations. The illustrations
consisted 0f a map of th& world, in which the different
voyages of the hero of the tale were delineated. The first
vof,ume of “Robinson Crusoe” was published in April, 1719,
and became popular at once. A second edition was printed
seventeen days after the first ; twenty-five days later another
followed, and a fourth was published on August 8th of the
same year. On the 20th of August, the second volume was
issued under the title of “ The Further Adventires of Robinson
Grusee ; being the second and last part of his life, and of the
strange, surprising account of his travels round three parts of
the gfobc. Written by himself. To which is added a map of
the world, in whicl® is delineated the voyages of Robinson
Crusoe.”

445. Which theatre has an glectric curtair’x ? .

The® Comédie-Frangaise, the’ French sational theatre .iﬁ
Paris, where the Edison Campany, assisted by M. Angon, chief
machinist to the theatre, hdje recently installed a new drop-

’ 1,
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curtain, raised and lowered by electricity. This curtain is
described as being suspended by five parallel ropes, which run
over an equal fiumber of pulleys fixed above the scene, and are
then wound together on a wooden drum, capable of turnin

in either direction in order to make the curtain ascen

or descend. This movement is produced by means of a belt
connecting the drum with an electric shgnt motor” and
a counter-weight attached to the drum by a cord. The con-
ductors of the current, which is derived from the Palais
Royal station, come to a switch in reach of the machinist, who
thus controls the motor and the curtain. The latter weighs
400 kilogrammes (about 900lb.), and is entirely balanced by
counterpoise, so that the motor has only to overcome the
friction of the apparatus, which amounts to about two-horse
power. The brushes of the motor are of carbon, a device
originally introduced by Professor Forbes, which avoids the
strong sparks caused by metal touching metal. There are
three speeds® of descent and tivo of ascent. The descending
speeds are 1'50 metres, 1'10 metres, and ‘75 metres a second ;
and the ascending speeds 110 metres and ‘75 metres a, second.
The range of the curtain is 960 metres. A current of from
10 to 60 amperes is employed. A system of electric bells to
direct the machinist in working the curtain is also provided.
‘The innovation is said to be in every way working satisfactorily.

446. Has a typographically perfect book of ordinary
size ever existed ?

It is believed that a typographically perfect book of ordinary
size—a work by a standard author—has ncver yet been pro- .
duced. The attempt has often been made, but has never
succeeded. No matter how much care is taken, errors are
sure to creep in somehow. The nearest :J)proa.ch to a typo-
ﬁraphically perfect book was, it is believed, attained by Dom

oze Souza, in 1817. This amateur spared no prodigality of
cost and laboyr, and flattered himself that, by the assistance
of Didot, not a single typographical error could be found in
any of the copies of that splendid volume. But, alas !9t was
not to be, foz a slight error of this kind was subsequently
discovered in some of the copies, occasioned by one of the letters
in the word Lusitano having got misplaced during the working
of one of tha sheets. Another famous attempt, with more
surprising results, was made by a large Glasgow publizhing
house, which started with the avowed intention of gettjng out
a perfect book. Every precaution pgainst errors‘that could be
conceivefl of was taken. Six of ,the most expert rool-readers
in the United Kingdom were employed at a high salary, and
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they carefully went over the proofs, devoting hours to each
page. After they had discovered every error they could, the
revised sheets were pdsted in the University, with an offer of
£50 for the discovery of an error. Great crowds read the
sheets, but no claim to the reward was made. Yet, notwith-
standing all this, when the book came out no fewer than
five ®rrors were found on the first page. Perhaps the most
carefully-printed works in this country are the Bibles sent out
from the Clarendon Press, Oxford, and the University Press,
Cambridge. In proof of this it may be instanced that
positive exemption from error is claimed for an imperial
quarto edition of the Holy Scriptures, printed at the former
press.

447. Has any other bird than the pigeon been trained
to carry messages ? : .

Yes, the falcon ; this bird having been trained to carry
messages in the place of the nigeon, over whichsit has several
advantages. A pigeon easily flies a hundred leagues at a
speed of eight to ten leagues an hour; but a falcon can as
easily cover fifteen leagues an hour for fifteen hours, whereas
the pigeon can rarely accomplish such a feat. It is recorded
that a falcon sent from the Canary Islands to the Duke of
Lerme, in Spain, returned from Andalusia to Teneriffe, a
distance of 250 leagues, in sixteen hours. The falcon can also
support a heavier despatch, encounters fewer dangers from
men or birds of prey, and is stronger against atmospheric
accidents. Falcons are pre-eminent for boldness, keen sight,
and muscular power. One of these birds traversed the distance
between Fontainebleau and Malta, not less than 1,350 miles,
in twenty-four hours ; and their speed when in pursuit of prey
is estimated at 150 miles an hour. Crows are said in ancient
times to have been employed as carriers.

448, Amongst which people is marriage effected by
transfusion of blood ? -
. Westermarck, in his “History of Human Marriage,” says
that in many parts of India the bride and bridegroom are
marked with one another’s blood as a part of the nuptial
ceremony. He redrs to Sir John Lubbork’s “Origin of
Civilization,” which instances especially the Birkhors, a curious
aboriginal tribe, dwelling.on the hills ndar Hazarcebagh and
Lohadugga, 220 miles north-ast of Calcutta,as following this
custofn, This method is adcpted also,among the tribe &f
Dusuns, who live in theIsland of Banguey, off thg coast of
North Borneo. Marriages'dmong the Dusuns are performed
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in the forest in the presence of the two families. There is no
public gathering or feast. The rite consists in transferring a
drop of blood fiom a small incision made with a wooden knife
in the calf of the man’s leg to a similar cut in the woman’s
leg. After marriage the man takes the bride to her home,
where he resides in future as a member of the family.

449. What is known as the ‘““needle and thread ” tree ?

A Mexican tree (Aristotelia Maquz) is so called, although,
strictly speaking, it is an evergreen shrub, a native of Chili,
which grows to a considerable size. It derives its popular
name of needle and thread tree from the fact that its leaves
are actually provided with needles ready threaded. It has
large, thick, fleshy leaves, such as remind one of the cactus,
especially of the one known as prickly pear. The needles of
this tree are set along the edges of the leaves. In order to
obtain one fully equipped for sewing, it is only necessary to
push the “ ne~dle” gently backwards into the fleshy sheath, to
loosen it from the tough outside covering of the leaf, and then
gently pull it from the socket. If this operation is properly
carried out, a hundred or more fine fibres adhere to the thorn.
By twisting the “needle” during the drawing operation, the
thread can be made of any length desired. The action of the
air on the fibres toughens them amazingly, a thread from it not
larger than ordinary No. 40 being capable of sustaining a
weight of 5lb., about three times the tensile strength of common
six-cord spool cotton.

450. Which lake contains the greatest number of
islands ? ¢ ‘

Lake Huron, which contains upwards of 3,000 considerable
islands, exceeds—so far as is known—all other lakes in this
respect. This vast lake is the third in size of the five great
lakes of North America, and hasan area of 20,400 square miles ;
it is 6,000ft. above the level of the sea. The depth of Lake
Huron is greater than that of any other lake in the chain,
being probubly not less than 1,000ft. average, while in certain
parts of it [,R00ft. hias failed to reach the bottom. The waterg
of this lake are cxtremely clear, the sun’s rays passing through
them as through a cloudless atmosphere. . The largest islands
in this lake are embraced in the Manitoufin group, which has
a population of 2,000, chiefly Indians. The largest island of
this group, ths (ireat Manitoulin, has an area of 1,000 square
miles. “Thousawd Islands” Laks is an expansion of the River
St. Lawrence, formea where it emerges from Lake Qntario.

% conteims 1,692 islands, the largest of which, “ Wolfe Island,”
is ten miles long and six miles broad. The lake in the United
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Kinfd_om having the greatest number of islands is Lough Erne,
g.rln crlxsh lake about fifty miles in length, ayd having 360
islands.

451. What pereentage of Army pensioners is found in the
. workhouse?

L]

Rather less than 1 per cent. The Secretary of State
for War, Mr. Campbell-Bannerman, in March, 1893, in
answering a question of Mr. Hanbury, member for Preston,
stated that it had been ascertained that out of 63,000

ensioners, only 616 were in British workhouses. The War
Minister, with reference to the granting of pensions, said that
the conditions required for the grant of pensions up to the
number of 100 in a year were that the applicants should have
ten years' service, and should have a medal for a campaign
before 1860, that they should be destitute, and that the pension
should not be wholly claimed lgy guardians for mgintenance.

452. Has a eannon ever been made from leather ?

A nulnber of leather cannon were most effectively used by
the army of Gustavus Adolphus, at the Battle of Leipsic, on
September 7, 1631. Their inventor was a C(olonel Robert
Scott, a Scotsman, in the service of Charles I. of England 5
they were constructed of hardened leather, and, on being
experimentally tried, were pronounced superior to guns made
of brass or iron. Colonel Scott did not live to see them tried
in actual warfare, as he died shortly before Leipsic. These
leather guas were found to she so easily carried, that a small
battery could fly from one part of the ficld to another and be
brought into action where most required—a great advantage
over the heavy artillery of the period. Leather cannon, how-
ever, did not come into general use, because a way was dis-
covered of making the metal ones lighter, and the greater
durability of the latter gave them the superiority. Phillips
related that a leather cannon was, on the 23rd of October,
!788.ﬁred three times in the King’s Park, Edinburgh.

453. Has any church living ever been held by a elergy-
man blind from birth ?

The Rev. W. McGowan, who is totally blind, and has been
so from birth, was recently presented to the living of Neven-
don, in Essex. Mr. McGowap is considered to be a talented
orgarAst. The parish of St. Pgter, Nevgnd(ﬁn, or Newendoa
in the®Billericay districty is a small one in the Diocese o
Rochester, and 1s pleasant}{ situated in a valley, ffom which
it is supposed to have derived its name. The ghurch is a small
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and ancient one, comyprising nave and chancel. Mr. William
Fordyce, who has been blind since he was three days old, is a
successful missionary at Quarff, in the county of Shetland,
N.B,, where he has successtully laboured for the last twenty

ears. He is also an active member of the Lerwick School

oard. In April, 1858, a blind clercyman, the Rew. J.
Sparrow, was elected to the benefice of St. Thomas of Acon,
commonly called the Mercers’ Chapel, being the chapel of the
Mercers’ Company, situated in Ironmonger Lane, Cheapside,
London. The Rev. E. Stokes, fifty years rector of Blaby,
Leicestershire, was blind from the age of nine, and died at the
age of ninety-three. To the last he walked about the parish-
unattended, and used to hunt. A man always went with him
on such occasions, however, and, when a leap was to be taken,
rang a bell.

454. What is the most eccentric method of playing
billideds ever practised ?

That of a Frenchman in New Orleans, who has eclipsed all
Erekus eccentricities in the game by playing billiards with

is nose for cue. Recently, he played in this way several
exhibition games in the presence of a large audience. The
entertainment consisted of two games of 200 points each, and
the nose-player beat both his o;l)ponents, and at the close was
quite fresh and lively, the only noticeable change in his
appearance being a slight redness at the end of his “cue.” A
ﬁame of billiards was once played on horseback at New York

y two wealthy and eccentric Americans named Warrington
and Lewis, the stakes being £1,000 a side, and the score 100 up.
A billiard table was erected on a large platform in one of the
public halls of that city, and at the hour appointed the two
E]a.yers rode up to the table on horseback. With their left

ands they held the reins, and with their right the cue. The
game lasted two hours. Some years ago a finger and thumb

rofessional billiard player attracted some attention, but the
interest was short-lived.

455. In what part of the country is the lowest pricé
charged per unit for electrie )ighting ?

At a recent meeting of the shareholders of the Newcastle-
on-Tyne and District Electriec Lighting Company, the chairman
siated that the greatly increased ,winter demand had reduced
tueir ¢ost of proauction from /3d. per unit to th® remarkably
low sum of 2d. per Board of Trade unit. In the parish of St.
Pancras the supply is in the haigds of the Vestry, who have
fixed the pricc at 3d. per unit, which is equivalent to gas at
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2s. 9d. per 1,000 cubic feet. Prices vary in different parts of
the country, and mus$ necessarily do so, until the companies
can rely on a definite demand in fair probortion to the
capability of the plant they have to provide. In Bradford
the Corporation charge 6d. per unit ; in Brighton and Dublin
the price is 7d. In Leeds the Corporation charge 8d. per unit,
but allow disc8unts, which make the net price paid, according
to consumption, vary from 54d. to 6]d. per unit. In Liverpool
the charge i« made on a sliding scale, ranging from 4d. to 1s.
per unit. The electric light at the British Museum is estimated
to cost about 2s. 9d. per hour for carbon and 3s. 3d. for other
charges, that is Gs. per hour for 18,800 candle-power, which, if
produced by gas, would be about 15s. per hour.

456. Which country originated the selection of officials
by means of eompetitive examinations ?

China, where competitive examinations havebeen in opera-
tion for centuries. One of tReir triennial competitive exami-
nations took place in 1891, at Vou-chang, on the Yang-tze-
Kiangs the capital of the two provinces of Hoopell and
Hoonan, at which nearly 15,000 Bachelors of Arts assembled
for examination for their degree, ou attaining wlrich they
obtain appointments under Government. Competitive exami-
nations as understood in this country for selection of officials
were first introduced in India in connection with its Civil
service. The 32nd section of the “Act for the Better
Government of India” (1859) recognised the system of
open competition which had been previously established
for appointments in tlie Indian Civil Service, and pro-
vided for examinations by the Civil Service Commissioners.
In a very limited form, competitive examinations existed in
this country from about the same time, but it was not till 1870,
by an Order in Council of the 4th of June in that year, that
the system was made general as from the 1st of October, 1870.
The number of Civil servants who obtain their appointments
by this means reaches nearly 30,000, with an aggregate salary
*of four millions sterling, or an average of £130 per head.

457. Have sightless or feetless horses ever been re-
corded in“this country ?

The Orville mare, foaled in 1819, whose dam was Epsom
Lass, produced a colt “born without feet,” which, however,
onlyelived twelve hours. Another Orville®nare had alresdy
produged a filly “bogn wlthout eyes” But eyelessness
1s, apparently, by no megns so uncommon as feotlessness.
Lord Grosvenor’s Plover dropped in 1822 an eyeless filly (by
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Sovereign), that was engaged in several produce stakes, and
was kept with a view of being trained, but was destroyed at
three years old. Alexander Skerkoff, a Russian veterinar
surgeon, reports the case of a deaf-mute cow, of Algava breed,
belonging to a Russian nobleman, that has never shown signs
of hearing nor been known to bellow. She tries to imitate
other cows, stretching out her head and opening her mouth,
but producing no sound. One of her calves, that lived but a
weel, had its tail directly between its eyes.

458. What is the longest time ever served in the Army
by a British soldier ?

Eighty-one years, that being the period served by Sir
William Gomm, who died in 1875, at the age of ninety-one,
by far the greater part of that time being spent in active
service. The longest time served by a British soldier at present
living is seventy-four years, by Field-Marshal Sir Patrick
Grant, G.C. B« G.C.M.G., Colongl of the Royal Horse Guards,
at present holding the position of C(lovernor of Chelsea
Hospital, to which he was appointed in 1874, Sir Patrick
Crant, a native of Inverness-shire, was born in 1804, and
entered the East India Company’s service in 1820 ; his pro-
motions being to Captain in 1832; Major, 1844; Lieutenant-
Colonel, 1851 ; Major-General, 1854 ; Licutenant-General,
1862 ; General, 1870 ; and Field-Marshal in 1883. He was
Governor of Malta, 1267-72 ; and full Colonel of the Seaforth
Highlanders, 1863-85. He saw a great deal of fichting in India,
and was twice severely wounded. The oldest British soldier
in point of age is Amos Jinks, arnative of Newport, Shrop-
shire, now living at Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, who
is 107 years old. He served in the Royal Artillery, has been
thrice married, and a few years ago buried a daughter eighty

ears of age. The oldest soldier in the German Army 1is
ield-Marshal and Count von Wrangel. He was born in
1784, and joined the army in 1802. He is still living, with a
service of ninetyrone years.
459. What is the most valuable gift the Queen has &ver
reeeived ?

The gift of £215,000 which she received under the will of
James Camden Nield, who died at Chelsea, in August, 1852,
Nield was a miser, who never spent a penny that could be
avoided. On one occasion he was an outside passenger by the
stage coachb, and Its poverty-stricken appearance was such.that
his fellow-travellers af the stopping-place sent round the hat
to pay for Lis refreshments, and thejr charity was accepted by
him without compunction. He left the whole of his personal
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estate, after payment of some small legacies, to Queen Victoria,
for her own private use and advantage. Her Majesty paid
each of the executors £1,000, and caused a stainéd-glass window
and reredos to be erected to his memory in the parish church of
North Marston, Buckinghamshire, where the greater part of
his property was situated. The next most valuable gift was
that made to Her Majesty on the occasion of her Jubilee, by
the women of the British Empire, who presented her with
£84,116, contributed by 3,162,256 women resident in all parts
of the Empire. Ten thousand pounds of the sum provided
a statue of the late Prince Consort, erected in Windsor Great
Park, and the balance was transferred to the Nursing
Institute.

460. Which church in this country has the largest choir?

That in connection with the Foundling Hospital, Guilford
Street, London. Its music and services on Sundays have long
been a special attraction, and the choir, which i3 composed of
the greater number of the children themselves, has at various
times been assisted by most distinguished singers., The
average number of the children on the books of the hospital is
about 500, of whom 300 are maintained at Guilford Street and
the remainder in the country. Allowing for contingencies, the
choir rarely consists of fewer than 200 children’s traineqd
voices, in addition to the four or five singers of repute.
St. Paul’s Cathedral has between forty and fifty men
and boys in its choir, the lads being fed, housed, and
educated. M. Gounod, the veteran F rench composer, and one
of the foremost musicians,svisited St. Paul’'s when he was
last in England, heard the choir sing, and declared it to
be the finest church choir in the world. Next to St. Paul’s, of
cathedral choirs, comes that of Durham. Mormon Temple, at
Salt Lake City, has the largest choir in the world, being 300
strong.

461. Where is the heaviest swing bridge in .Great
Britain ? ’
+ The Tower Bridge in London. When it is open for the pas-
sage of vessels, foot-passengers may still cross by a lofty foot-
path, to which accqss can be obtained by staircases and lifts
within the towers. Its immense piers in the bed of the
river are said to be the largest in the world. The total length
of the bridge and its approaches is 2,640 feet. About
31 million bricks, 19,500 ton#® of cement, 70,580 cubic yards gf
concrege, and 15,000 tons gf iroh and steed were employed in the
structure. It is built on the ** Bascule” principle, and presents
a novel feature in the centse span, which is 200ft. wide, and
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cut in halves, which are raised and brought flush with the
towers by mgchinery concealed within them. It cost
the Corporation over one million sterling. Another heavy
swing bridge is at Trafford Road, on the Manchester Ship
Canal. It is 265ft. long, 30ft. deep, and 50ft. wide. The
weight of each main girder is 230 tons, and the weight of the
entire structure about 1,650 tons. A swing bridge 280ft. long
crosses the Tyne at Newcastle. Its weizht is 1,450 tons. The
heaviest swing bridge in Scotland is that across the Clyde,
opening into the Woodside Docks. It hasone span 350ft. wide,
and its total weight is over 1,200 tons.

462, Has a bridegroom ever forgotten his own wedding-
day ?

There has been niore than one instance of this kind, though
the case of the Rev. George Harvest is the most notable, as
this clergyman was twice affected in that way. He was
engaged to bt married to a damghter of Bishop Compton, of
London, and, on the morning fixed for his wedding, forgot all
about' it, and went on a fishing expedition. The indignation
of the bride was such that she broke off the match. Mr.
Harvest’s second engagement was cqually unsuccessful, and
was broken oft for a precisely similar reason. M. Pasteur,
vho was engaged to the daughter of a fellow-professor,
did not turn up at the church at the time fixed for the
ceremony. After waiting an hour, a search was instituted
and the truant traced to the TUniversity, where he was
found at werk in his laboratory, having forgotten all about
its being his wedding-day. Severzl bridegrooms, after having
been married, have at once adjourned to work and forgotten
all about their wedding. T. A. Edison’s was a case of this
kind. _After the ceremony he went to his workroom, and got
so engrossed in his work, that he entirely forgot the wedding
and his newly-made wife, and did not return to his residence
for forty-eight hours. John Kemble, the tragedian, on his
wedding-night Had to go to the theatre and play Hamlet. He
became so absorbed that he forgot the matrimonial engage-
ment he had entered into that day, and went off to his own
rooms in the Temple.

463. What is the size of the largest p?)stage-stamp ever
issued ?

“Four inches by two. This is the size of the 5c. stamp of the

nited States. Yts use was restricted to packames of mews-

papers and periodicals posted in bulk, and was never intended

sto frank 1étters. The penny Madagascar stamp, which comes

second in regard to size, 3in. by‘13in., was used to prepay
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postage on letters posted at the British Consulate at
Antananarivo, where, there was no other post-office at that
time (1886). These labels were affixed by ole corner only,
and on arrival of the mail at Tamatave, they were torn
off and the French stamp affixed instead. The French
postal authorities at Tamatave used the torn-off labels as
vouchers to collect the postage from the British Consul at
Antananarivo. The private postage-stamp of Robinson and
Co’s Express, in the United States, with its figure of a
bear, is 23in. by 14in. The stamp entitled “California Penny
Postage, from the Post Office, care of the Penny Post Co.,” for
1885, 1s in size 2}in. by 14in. The United States stamp was
issued in 1865, and there were also denominations of 10c. and
25c. of the same size. The quarter-schilling stamp of
Mecklenburg-Schwerin, which was issued in 1856, is un-
doubtedly the smallest postage-stamp ever issued. It is less
than one-fourth the size of the current penny English stamp,
and it would take about fittysof them to cover’the surface of
the largest stamp issued by the United States.

464. Where was the largest hotel in the world? °

At Chicago, the city of the World’s Fair in 1893. One of
the new hotels erected in that city, to meet the wants of the
immense flock of visitors, covered ten acres, contained 6,40
rooms, and was built in blocks, somewhat after the fashion of
St. Thomas’s Hospital, on the Thames Embankment, the whole
being connected by a great central corridor. The buildings
of the Hotel del Coronado, San Diego, cover five acres (exactly
half the area of the Chicego Hotel), the grounds occupying
another fifteen acres. The Palace Hotel, in San Francisco,
was opened in 1875, and can accommodate 1,200 persons. It
is 115ft. in height, has seven stories, and eontains 755 rooms.
Another very large hotel is the Grand Quarantine Hotel, in
the Island of Flores, near the mouth of the River Plate.” It
accommodates over 1,000 visitors. The Hotel Meétropole,
Northumberland Avenue, London, opened»sin 1885, is ten

,stosies high, covers one acre of land, and can dine 1,000 people
—500 of them each at a separate table.
465. Which churgh-living in this country has the smallest
population ?

The living or parish with the smallest population that is
held by itself in this country is_Yelford, near Witney, in_the
diocsse and county of Oxford, which has a mopulation of el%ht,
the gross income beiug,£102"and the @et income £87. The
rector is Charles Richard ,Powys, of Exeter College, Oxford,
who was ordained in 1851%; and the patron is L. K. Lenthall,
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Esq., descendant of the William Lenthall who was Speaker of
the House of Commons when Charles I. arrested the five
members. Thédtre are other livings with populations about
as small, but they are held in union with neighbouring
ones Wilcote, in the diocese of Oxford, with seven
inhabitants, of which Robert Lowbridge Baker, of St
Peter’'s College, Cambridge, ordained in 1846, is rector,
the gross income being worth £75; but he holds it
with Ramsden, that has a population of 433, and gross
income of £19. Charborough, in the Salisbury diocese, with
six inhabitants, and net income of £85, held by George
Augustus Aldridge, with Morden, that has a population of
809, with net income of £140 and a house. Willersley, in
Herefordshire, with cight people and net income of £49, is
held by Rhys Bishop, with Letton, that has a population of
220, and gross income of £235 and a house. Of livings held
singly, .\ngersleigh, near Taunton, Somerset, has twenty-six
parishioners, tue gross income kzing £128, the net one £121 ;
the rector, Henry Herbert Bell, late scholar of Corpus Christi
College, Cambridge, and Classical Honours in the third class,

466. Which legislative body fills its library largely with
works of fiction ?

+The French Chamber of Deputies. Their librarian’s bill for
new books never falls below 22,000fr., or bhetween eight and
nine hundred pounds, most of which is spent on works of
fiction. In the time of the Ewmpire, and at the present day,
novels were and are the books in the library chiefly read, and
its shelves are packed with the works of Gaboriau, Pxzul Féval,
Ernest Feydeau, Octave Feuillet, and others. The library is
a delightful room, and the favourite lounge of the deputies.
The French Chamber of Deputies costs the nation £815 per
day, and is composed of 584 deputies (six for Algeria and ten
for the Colonies), elected for five years by universal suffrage,
in the proportion of at least one deputy for each district, or as
many more as tht population of the district contains hundreds
of thousands of inhabitauts. -

467. In what part of this country is the most complete
Druidieal cirele of stones found ?

There is a circle of stones near Chipping Norton, 107ft. in
diameter, of which there remain sixty stones, some of these
being sunk in the soil to nearly their full height. There isa
cerrent saying inSthe locality thé#t, owing to some charm. the
stones cannot‘,be counded, and tHere is little doubt that,those
who attemrpt it frequently disagree in the result* The circle
near Keswick is 108ft. in diametery and there are forty-nine
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stones still remaining—thirty-nine in the outer circle and ten
within the circle, forming an oval inclosure. At Stonehenge,
of the circle only seventeen upright stones’ remrain, with
six of their lintels. Only two of the inner stones remain
in their places. The largest circle in the days of the
Druids was at, Avebury, in Wiltshire. Dr. Stukely reports
it as having originally consisted of 650 stones. t is
surrounded by a broad ditch. Within the ditch was a circle
1,400ft. in diameter, formed of 100 upright stones, from 15ft.
to 17ft. in height, and about 40ft. in circumference, placed at a
distance of 27yds. from one another. Within this were two
circles, each consisting of two double concentric rows composed
of the same number of stones, and arranged in a similar
manner. The grand circle had two entrances, consisting of
double rows of 100 upright stones, each placed at equal dis-
tances, and extending a mile in length ; the one terminating in
a double concentric circle of smaller diameter, and the other
having a stone larger than the rest at the extremity. Most of
the stones of this vast structure have been broken down and
used ih the construction of houses in the village, afid in
repairing the roads.
468. Has any deaf-mute ever been ordained in this
country ? 2
The Rev. Richard Aslatt Pearce, of Homelands, Barnes,
Winchester, was, in 1885, ordained a deacon in the Church
of England that he might serve as a missionary to the deaf
and dumb for the Diocese of Winchester, in Hampshire,
and the 'Isle of Wight. * He is married tc the Hon.
Frances Mary, daughter of the present Viscount Monck, a
lady who is also a deaf-mute. In Dublin there is a
deaf and dumb clergyman of the E%iscogal Church of
Ireland—the Rev. Mr. Hewston. He has been for years
connected with a Deaf and Dumb Institute in the north
side of the city. Another deaf and dumb clerzyman was
ordained in the United States. In that colintry there is a
deafmute solicitor with a considerable praetice, who finds no
hindrance in copingz with the legal difficulties of his numerous
clients. Ameirica also boasts of two deaf and dumb editors.
In this country a “deaf-mute occupied for many years a high
position at the Admiralty, with a salary of £1,000 a year.

469. What is the temperature of the hottest furnace
2+ ever made ? * ’ »
Thi®e thowsand degrecs Centigrade? The oxy-hydrogen
blow-pipe turnace of Nainte-Claire Deville produted a tem-
perature of 2,000deg. Centigrade, or neufly tyice the heat of
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molten copper. Now, however, a furnace which gives a
temperature 1,000deg. higher still has<been devised by M.
Moisau. *The heat in Moisau’s furnace is produced by
electricity, the bricks of the structure being arranged in
a manner suitable to the requirements of the appa-
ratus. With a current of 30 amperes and 55 yolts, a heat of
2,250deg. is obtained ; but with 45 ampéres and 70 volts, a
temperature of quite 3,000deg. is produced and maintained.
The material of the oven, even though it be made of the most
refractory substance, is, by this fearful heat, melted on its
inner face like oil. At this temperature, oxide of uraniun,
which cannot be reduced at the highest heat of our usual
smelting furnaces, is at once separated into metal and oxygen.
To melt silver requires a temperature of 1,000deg. according to
the Centigrade thermometer, which is equivalent to 1,806deg.
Fahrenheit. To melt goid a temperature is required of
1,250deg. Centigrade, or 2,256degz. Fahrenheit; for iron,
1,500deg. Centigrade, or 2,709deg. Fahrenheit.

470. Are tombs in any country used as places of
residence ?

Many of the tombs of the ancient Egyptians in Upper
Egypt are so used. A recent traveller in that country records
this custom, and relates how he resided for several weeks in
the tomb of Uan, Sheik Said, the Royal Chancellor of Pepi.
The Copts, or members of the ancient native Christian Church
of Egypt, of both sexes, visit three times a year the tombs of
their relatives, for the purpose of feasting, such tombs being
made like houses. They passc the night in them, the
women in the upper and the men in the lower rooms;
and in the morning they kill a sheep, and after themselves
garta,king of it give the remainder to the poor. The Persians,

uring the spring and summer, visit the white marble tomb of
Mohammed Shemseddin Hafiz, who was born and buried at
Shiraz, dying about 1389. They esteem him more than any of
their poets, and venerate him almost to adoration; a most
elegant copy of his works being kept upon his tomb foe the
inspection of all who go there. The Fersians, during their
visits to this spot, spend the time in smoking, playing at chess
and other games, as well as in reading his works. They also
occasionally visit the tomb of another of their most famous
poets, the Sheik Moslih Eddin Saadi, born at Shiraz in 1175,
and buried near {t after a life of, 116 years. On his tomb is
Kept, for the iispectign of all who visit it, a manuscripf cupy
of his works, most clegantly transcribed ; and on ghe tSp and
sides of these tombs are engraved %entences from the works of
the poets to whom they respectively belong,
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471. Of which famous mathematical work was only one
eopy ever printed ?

Charles Babbage, the eminent Cambridge fathematician,
prepared a number of logarithmic tables, which were printed
in twenty-onc volumecs, octavo, London, in 1831, with different
coloured inks on variously coloured papers. The object of
this work was to ascertain, by experiment, what tints of paper
and colours of ink were least fatiguing to the eye. One
hundred and {ifty-one variously coloured papers were chosen,
and logarithmic tables were printed upon them in ink of the
following colours : light blue, dark blue, light green, dark
green, olive, yellow, light red, dark red, purple, and black.
The Latin treatise of Nicholas Copernicus, “ On the Revolu-
tions of the Celestial Orbs,” maintaining that the sun is the
centre of our planetary system, round which our earth
revolves, remained in manuscript for thirteen years, because
he correctly anticipated that bigotry and papal authority
would denounce this theory’ as heresy. But’ a few hours
before the death of this great mathematician and astronomer,
in 1548, at the age of seventy, a printed copy was preSented
to him by Ins friends, the first and, doubtless then, the only
one in existence.

472. What is the length of the longest reel of thread evepr
made without a break ?

A hank or cut of cotton always consists of 840yds. Messrs.
Thomas Houldsworth and Co., of Manchester, produced by their
machinery cotton yarn or cqtton thread so fine that out of one
pound weight of cotton were spun 10,000 hanks, or a thread of
4,770 miles in length. Of course, the thread was too fine to be
of any practical value. It demonstrated only the perfection of
the machinery. No matcrial admits of such fine spinning as
does cotton. Messrs. Houldsworth spun out of one pound of
Sea Island cotton a thread 1,000 miles in length that was
quite strong enough for use. With linen yarp a hank or cut
congists of 300yds.

°473. Has air ever been frozen solid ?

This has been ageomplished by Professor Dewar, who has
succeeded in freezing air into a clear, transparent solid. The
precise nature of this solid is at present doubtful, and can
only be settled by further rescarch. It may be a jelly of sqlid
nitrggen containing liquid sxycen, much az calves’-foot jelly
contajns water diffused in soll gelatine ; or it may he a true
ice of liquid air, in which botl oxygen and nitroggn exist in
the solid form. The douB$ arises from the fact that Professor
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Dewar has not been able by his utmost efforts to solidify pure
oxygen, which, unlike other gases, resists the cold produced by
its own evaporation under the air-pump. Nitrogen, on the
other hand, can be frozen with comparative ease. The result
of frozen air, whatever may be its precise nature, has been
attained by the use of the most powerful appliances at
command—a double set of vacuum screens comLlined with*two
powerful air-pumps.

474. What ancient piece of furniture contains the

largest number of secret drawers ?

This, which is probably one of the most unique pieces of
furniture the world has ever seen, is the famous enamelled
cabinet of Louis XIV., which was, during his reign, at the
Louvre, but was removed to Versailles when the latter palace”
was completed. .The Directory had it transferred to the
Tuileries, and when Napoleon became Emperor, he made it
his favourite secretaire. It is nearly 20ft. in length, and the
same in height, contains 687 drawers, all richly enamelled, of
which 130 are secret. Shortly after Leipsic, Napoleon gave it
to his’divorced Empress, Josephine, who had always aumired
it, and it remained with her at Malinaison until her death,
and then it was sold by her executors in 1827 for a thousand
guineas to an English dealer. 1t is now in the possession of a
maiden lady, to whom it was left by her father’s will.

475. Which books contain the most elaborate indexes ?

The greatest example of zeal in this line on record, the
first index-maker in the world, is the House of Commons.
In 1778 there were paid for compiling indexes to thé journals
of the House of Commons the following sums : To Mr. Edward
Moore, £6,400, as a final compensation for thirteen years’
labour ; Rev. Mr. Forster, £3,000 for nine years’ ditto; Rev.
Dr. Roger Flaxman, £3,000 for nine years’ ditto; and to
Mr. Cunningham, £500 in part for ditto; making a total of
£12,900. Mrs. Cowden Clarke’s “Concordance to Shake-
speare” contains about 310,000 distinct references, and cost
the authoress sixteen years of assiduous labour to comysile.
The most colos<al indexing work ever undertaken i that in
connection with the Library of the British Museam. At the end
of 1887, 169 printed volumes of catalogue (all index) had taken
the place of 633 of the 2,000 volumes in manuscript, and it is
calculated that the beginning of the twentieth century will see
the whole of the gitalogue of this immense and ever-growing
library represented by some 660 printed volumes. Andtner
work of ap ever-increasing nuwber 'bf volumes iy * Paimer’s
Index to the ‘Times’” by Sanugl Palmer, of Shcpperton,
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Amcngst living authors whose works contain adequate indexes
may be mentioned Herbert Spencer and St. George Mivart,
F.R.S. Some items in their works are detailed under from
fifteen to twenty different heads. The index to the * Chinese
Encyclopzdia of Literature and Science,” complete in 5,040
volymes—the most stugendous literary undertaking ever
projected—fill$ twenty substantial volumes. ’

476. Where are the police employed to ecapture sharks?

This is one of the multifarious duties performed by the

olice of Calcutta, namely, the capturing of sharks in the

iver Hooghly, the western branch of the Ganges. The
authorities have, during the last twenty years, been paying
rewards for the destruction of these marine man-eaters, and
recently the Bengal Government has laid, down a scale of
payments in respect of this duty. The amount varies with
the size and consequent ditficulty of catching the fish. Thus,
baby sharks between 2ft. and.3ft. in length only fetch 1s. in
English currency, if over 3ft. they fetch double; while those
who tackle sharks between 4ft. and 5ft. long receive 4s.” For
sharks up to ¢ft. the payment is 6s., and those fortunate
enough to capture bigger ones still are rewarded with 10s. for
each one.

477. How many elementary schools are there in this
country ?

According to the returns for 1892, the number of such schools
in the kingdom is 30,911, with an averace attendance of
4,777,465 scholars. The figures for the different divisions of
the United Kingdom are :—

Average number

Number of scholars in
of schools. daily attendance.
England and Wales ... 19,508 ce—ae 3,749,956
Scotland... .. ... .. 3,106 ... 533,363
Ireland ... . .o 8,208  ...... 48),144

The expenditure by the nation on public education in 1892
Was.£7,492,350, made up as follows : —
England and Wales ... £5,946,213

Scotland v e e e 656,336
Ireland ... ~ .. .. 859,801
478. Who has been knighted twice during the present

reign ? .

Lord Herschell, the present Lord Chanceor. At Windser

Castife, recently, the (Sqeen “had arrahged to invest Lord

Herschell with the Grand {Jross of the Bath in the drawing-

room after dinner. On tlyse occasions the Quecn is always
) I :5
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very rapid in her movements, and Lord Herschell, havin
sunk on his knee to be invested, rveceived the honour o
knighthood before anyone could interfere. The Queen had
overlooked the fact of Lord Herschell having already been
knighted in 1880, on his appointment as Solicitor-General.
The only man who ever lost his order of kpighthood ;and
received it again was the famous Admiral Thomas Cochrane,
10th Earl of Dundonald, who, in 1814, was tried for causing
arise in the Funds on the Stock Exchange by a false rumour
of the fall of Napoleon, and then selling out to a large amount.
He was deprived of the Order of the Bath, as well as his rank
in the Navy and his seat in the Commons. But the charge,
never generally believed, was finally entirely disproved and
rejected, and the Queen, in 1847, restored him to higher
honours as a Knight Grand Cross of the Bath.

479. Where does the marriage ‘myrtle of the English
Royal' Family grow ?

In the Queen’s private gardens at Osborne. Near to the
miniature fortress, erected in 1860 for the Dukes of Edinburgh
and Connaught in their young days, grows this tree, which
has one of the most interesting of histories. It is a myrtle
some 5ft. high and growing luxuriantly, and, as the inscription
tells us, was grown from a sprig of myrtle taken by the Queen
from the wedding bouquet of the Princess Royal on the day
of her marriage with the late Emperor of Germany. The
inscription under the tree states : * Myrtle grown from a sprig
of the Princess Royal’s Marringe Nosegay, January 25th, 1858,
Planted by Queen Victoria, February 17th, 1878, in honour of
the marriage of her grand-daughter, Princess Charlotte of
Prussia.” The latter was the eldest daughter of the Empress
Frederick. Sprays from this tree have since done duty in the
bouquets of other Royal brides, and to judge by its condition,
the trec will provide bouquets for long years to come.

480. Has a man ever been arrested under water ?

In June, 1893, a deserter from the Army was arrested in“this
way near Liverpool. The deputy head constable having
received information that Michael Trayner was wanted asa
descrter and forstealing £8 from the military chest at Woolwich,
an attempt to arrost him at a house in Roscoe Street, to which
he had been traced, failed, and Traynor, jumping through a
window, escapedy The deserter rwas next tracea to Salford,
where he was engaged in puttin{ cargo on board a vesse a%bout'.
to sail. Teraynor, seeing the officers approachingy rushed off
and was hotly pursued. After rdnning nearly a mile, he
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jumped into the canal and swam to a log that was floating in
the water, and onesof the policemen, an egpert swimmer,
jumped in after him. Traynor dived from the log, and
for a time was lost to sight. The officer, however, dived
after him, and a struggle Letween the two took place
undgr water., The policeman obtained the mastery, and
with some cfifﬁculty succeeded in dragging his prisoner
to the canal bank. Detective and culprit, both dripping
wet, proceeded to the police-station, whence Traynor was
taken on to Liverpool and locked up in the main bridewell.

481, In which European country were bankrupts obliged
to wear green caps ?

This was the custom in France during the 1Gth and 17th
centuries. 1In Scotland, previous to its union with Ergland,
debtors were forced to wear parti-coloured garments, generally
grey and yellow. A debtor in Siam can be,seized by his
creditor, put in chains and k®pt as his slave for the term of
his natural life; if he escapes, his wife, children, fathgr, or
other selatives are liable to be seized. Bankruptcies never
take place in China or Japan, as they entail execution at once.
No bank failure or bankruptey has occurred in China for the
past 900 years, when a bank failure brought forth an edict—
still in force—that on all future occasions the heads of the
president, cashier, and directors should form part of the assets.
According to old Inglish statutes a bankrupt was considered
a criminal or offender, and in 1731 an Act was passed by
which a hankrupt who secyeted his property or books was
punished with death, and John Perrot was, under this law,
hanged in 1761.

482. What is the most curious substitute for water in
use in steam boilers ?

Beet-juice. The use ob this very peculiar substitute for
water in steam boilers has attracted considerakle attention in
Belgium. The juice is heated to 248deg. Fahrenheit, at
which temperature there is no danger of sugar inversion.
Steam thus obtained is used in the regular way about the
tactory. The thickgned juice is subsequently reduced to a
syrup. A very volatile hydro-carbon is used in place of water
in the steam boilers of Dr. Langley’s flying machine. Some
years ago experiments were conducted at Aix-la-Chapelle with
what is known as the Honigtann fireless lofomotive engine®
The fivention is based pn tie princifle that solutions of
caustic_soda or potash in gvater, which have high boiling
points, liberate heat while a'bsorbing steam. In this firgless
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engine, the heat so liberated is utilized for the production of
fresh steam. If a steam boiler is surrounded by a vessel con-
taining a solution of hydrate of soda, and if the steam, after
having done its work in propelling the engine, is conducted
with reduced pressure and a reduced temperature into the
solution, the latter, absorbing the steam, produces fresh steam
in the boiler. The boiling down of the soda lye required 18
done in fixed boilers at the stations from which the engines
start, and where they are filled, a supply lasting for five hours.
These engines eject neither smoke nor steam, and they work
noiselessly.

483. Which lake is remarkable for the blue transparency
of its waters ?

The Lake of Geneva, or Lake Leman, a celebrated lake of
Switzerland, extending in the form of a crescent between that
country and Savoy, and occupying part of the great valley
which separatts the Alps from tl.e Jura ridge. 1tis one of the
largest and most beautiful lakes on the northern side of the
Alps, and extends from east to west in crescent shape for a
length of fifty-three miles, with a mean breadth of six miles.
It has a superficial area of 223 square wiles, and a level of
1,230ft. above the sea. At certain periods of the year the lake
Presents a curious phenomenon : the whole mass of water
oscillates from side to side, causing, especially at Geneva, a
rise and fall of from 2ft. to 5ft. in the course of about eight
to ten minutes. The waters of the lake, as they leave it at
Geneva, are as clear as glass and of a deep blue.

484. What is the greatest weight of a baby at birth on
record ?

Twenty-three and three-quarter pounds is the weight of the
largest infant at birth of which there is any authentic record.
This remarkable prodigy was born in Ohio, January 12th, 1879,
and was the son of Mr. and Mrs, M. V. Bates—the father being
the “Kentucky Giant,” and the mother the **Nova Scotia
Giantess.” Tle new-born boy was 32in. in height, and kad a
foot 6in. in length. The head of the child was 19iun. in circum-
ference, larger than that of the average five-year-old. Prior
to the birth "of the Bates wonder, thé London Hospital
Museum boasted owning the largest child ever born. This
claimant was 24in. in height, and had a head that measured
13%in. On Qct.ber 2nd, 188l,a the wife of a prominent
Washington, citizen gave birth to a child of the foliwing
extraordigafy proportions : Weight 224lb., length 243m., cir-
cumference of head 13§in. At a rraby show held at Battersea
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a few years ago, a large twelve-month-old boy was exhibited,
Ernest Ephraim Mjddleton ; he was 3ft. high and weighed
58lb. ; chest, 30in. : arms, 114in. at the elbow ;*legs, 20in. The
daughter of Joseph Davis, of Wayne County, West Virginia,
weighed, when six years of age, 230lb., which 1s believed to be
the heaviest weight of any child at that age ever recorded.
Th& smallest *child at birth weighed only 8oz. ; at ten days it
increased to 13lb. His name is John Mansfield Mayville, and
he was born at Massachusetts, United States. In Great
Britain the average weight of the newly-born male child is
741b. ; of the femaﬁe, 631b.

485. How many vessels are sunk in the Thames every
year?

Between forty and fifty. In a paper, read before the
Institute of Civil Engineers, Mr. More mentioned that during
the past eleven years seventy-four steamers of 55,758 tons
register, fifty-four sailing vessels of 9,128 tons. 4nd 301 barges
of 11,956 tons, being a total of 76,842 tons register of shipping,
had been raised by the Conservancy lighters. In® 1889,
out of the forty-five sunken vessels raised, ten were steam
vessels measuring 5,064 tons, seven were sailing vessels, and
twenty-eight were barges. In the following year, out of the
forty-six sunken vessels raised, nine were steam vessels, with®a
total of 7,732 tons, three were sailing vessels, and thirty-four
were barges. At a recent meeting of the Thames Conservators,
it was stated that the cost of the wreck service in 1892 was
£2,228, apd the harbour service £7,382.

L]

486. How was life insurance first suggested ?

Marine insurances are recorded from A.D. 43, when the
Emperor Claudius insured one of his ships. Life insurances,
however, were not effected till the French philosopher, Pascal,
had worked out his “Theory of Probabilities,” and laid down
the “laws of averages,” which now govern jinsurance trans-
actions all over the world. Pascal’s idea was suggested by a
gae of cards. A Flemish nobleman attempted to divide
equitably the money staked upon an interrupted game of
chance. In determining how this could be done he made
his important discovery. The first life assurance policy
was issued by the Office of Insurance * within the }I)’?oya.l
Exchange,” in London, in_1583; and though the Mercars’
Company of London effected life assurance#in 1698, no com-
pan;existed solely for the purpose untile1699, when the Society
of ASurance for WidoWs and Orphans was starfed by Mr.
Stansfield, at St. Austin¥ Gate, near the east end of St.
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Paul’s, London. The first life office with a charter of incor-
poration was the “Amicable,” founded in 1706. The first fire
insurance compr.ny was the * Hand-to-H8nd,” in 1696. Great
Britain has taken greater advantage of insurance benefits than
any other country, the ratio of life insurance being £12 per
head of population, as compared with America at £6 ; Canada,
£1; Germany, £2 9s. ; France, £2 4s.; Austrin, £1 2s. ~ In
England 2,659 persons out of each 100,000 are insured. The
companies own £164,000,000, and the average amount of
Eolicies is £460. Insured property to the value of £30,000 is

urnt daily in the United Kingdom. There are eighty-four
ordinary and eight industrial companies in existence. The
total amount of life insurance and annuity funds in Great
Britain reaches nearly £1,000,000,000 sterling. It is remark- .
able that out of every hundred lives insured only five are
women. The total of the world’s life 1nsurance policies
amounts to £1,800,000,000 sterling.

487. Where is the largest glscier ?

In Alaska, where the Muir Glacier is situated. Professor
John Muir, after whom the glacier is named, was the first to
describe it. According to a recent visitor, Mr. S. P. Baldwin,
it is as large as all the Alpine glaciers in one, being 1,200
square miles in area. Where it discharges into the sea, it
presents a wall of blue ice exceeding 500ft. in thickness. This
river of ice, with its numerous branches, is 150 miles in length,
and varying from one to a dozen miles in width. It is con-
tinuously discharging icebergs, small and large, some containing
hundreds of tons of ice, the fall of which into the' sea casts
up spray for hundreds of feet into the air. The Muir Glacier
is estimated to discharge 77 billion cubic feet of ice in icebergs,
and 175 billion cubic feet of water by melting every year.
The Justedals Brae, in Norway, is thelargest glacier in liurope.
It covers an area of 350 square miles. The largest Alpine
glacier is the “Mer de Glace” around the Finster-Aarhorn.
This glacier seads out thirteen branches, and covers 125
;?uare miles. The longest glacier pass in the world is,the

ispar Pass in the Himalayas ; it is ninety miles in length.

488. Where is the largest ornamental pond in this
country ?

Frensham Great Pond, in the district of Farnham, in Surrey,
covers over 100 agres, and measuges more than three miles in
citcumference.’ It is famous fer pike and perch fishing,-and
possesses V% wild, lovely picturesqueness in its surroundings.
Virginia Wat~r, which s called a Ighe, is the largest artificial
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ornamental sheet of water in this country. It is upwards of a
mile and a half long, of varying width, and is situated five and
a half miles from Windsor Castle, at the eXtreme south of
Windsor Great Park in Berks, and partly in the parish of
Egham in Surrey. It was formed at great expense for the
Duke of Cumberland, of Fontenoy and Culloden, the youngest
son” of George IIL, the work being superintended by Paul
Salndby, a landscape painter, and one of the English water-
colourists.

489. What is the longest period of absolute drought in
this ecountry in recent times ?

Mr. G. J. Symons, of the Meteorological Society, defines
absolute drought as a period of more than 14 consecutive days
without any measurable rain ; and partial drought as a period
of more than 28 consecutive days with a total rainfall of less
than 001 inch per day. Mr. Symons says that the longest
absolute drought in this counfry during the las$ 36 years, since
his record commenced in 1858, took place in March and April,
1893, and lasted 29 days. In the 36 years there have been
eleverf instances of three weeks' absolute drought, but until
1893 there had been but one instance (August 9 to September
5, 1880) of four weeks, or 28 days; and the drought of 1893
exceeded that by one day, the absolute drought having lasted
29 days. It extended to nearly every part of the world,
including the United States and Australia. Absolute droughts
of 49 days in 1802 and 42 days in 1835 occurred at Sunbury,
as recorded in the register kept at that place by the Rev.
J. Cowe.» .

490, Whieh living peer has been in the House of Lords
for the longest period ?

Lord Crewe, who is 81 years of age, and succeeded to the
title in 1835, has had a seat in the House of Lords for 58 years.
The noble lord is an English baron ; family name, Hungerford
Crewe. Several other English peers have begn in the House
over half a century, among whom are Lord Lovelace, an
Enflish earl, who was born in 1805, created an earl in 1838,
and has had a seat for 55 years. The Earl of Mansfield is 87
years of age, and has had a seat in the Upper House for 53
years. The oldest peer of the realm is Lord Ebury, aged 92
years, created a baron in 1857.

491. Where is the most bgautiful staireage in the worl&,?

Ir*the Palace of the Vatichn at Rome. The Scala Regia
Roy# Staircase), with®its two flights of stairs,ethe lower
ecorated with Ionic colMnns and the upper with pilasters,
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leads to the Sala Regia, built in the reign of Paul TIL., and
used as a hall of andience for Ambassagors. The Palace -of
the Vatican hds eight grand staircases and 200 smaller ones,
with 11,000 chambers of various sizes. In the palatial
residence of Baron Hirsch, at Paris, at the corner of the Rue
de PElysées and the Avenue Gabriel, is a magnificent staircase.
That in Mrs. James Mackay’s house in Carlton House Terrace
London, cost £20,000. It is made of the purest marbles from all
the quarries of the world, carved by the first sculptors of the day.
Magnificent statues ornament every landing, and in panels
along the banisters are most chastely designed specimens of
metal work after the Old Masters. The standards for gasaliers
and electric lights are of pure silver, in the richest designs;
in fact, all that money and the efforts of men of fine taste
could do has been done to make it one of the finest staircases
in the world.

492. Who owns the most va.lug,ble draught-board ?

Prince Bismarck, who is an ardent lover of the game of
draughts, possesses the most valuable board in existencs. Its
squares are made of gold and silver, to represent the dark and
light squares respectively. The men are made of the same
metals, with the addition of a diamond in the centre of each
silver and a ruby in the centre of each gold draughtsman.
William Gardiner, a famous player, ofiered blindfolded to play
eight of the best players amongst the members of his club.
Robert Stewart, of Kelty, Fife, nineteen years of age, won the
local club medal three years in succession, and during
a visit of the “herd laddie” (the ‘*acknowledged champion of
the world for many years), James Wyllie, p%&yed six games
with him, which resulted as follows : Wyllie, one ; Stewart,
one ; and drawn four. Mr. F. C. Barker, of the United States,
is now the champion player of the world. Henry Christie, of
Sunderland, began to play draughts at the age of seven. He
now holds the pq‘sition of the champion player for kngland.

493. What English barrister tried the greatest number
of avocations before being called to the Bar ?

The late Mr, Montagu Stephen Williamg, Q.C., Stipendiar
Magistrate of Marylebone, London, on leaving Ipswic
Grammar School, joined the South Lincolnshire Militia, and
on the Crimean War breaking out obtained a commission 1n
the 96th Reginsert of Foot, and afterwards in the 41st Welsh
Kégiment of Foot. Growing weary of the Army he became
an actor, playing minor parts in allthe great t8wns of the
kingdom, and married Miss Kee*y, the actress. He then
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became a journalist, reading at the same time for the
Bar, to which he yas in due time called ; obtaining
immediate success 1 his new vocation, aad earned 600
guineas in his first year. Mr. Frank Lockwood, Q.C., M.P,,
after graduating B.A. at Caius College, Cambridge, became
a professional actor, as he had previonsly been an amateur
one,” before reading for and being called to the Bar. Mr.
Samuel Pope, Q.C., before taking to the profession of a
barrister, was an actor, like the two former : and, earlier still,
he was in the drysaltery business. He is, moreover, a breeder
of sheep, pigs, and Welsh black cattle. Mr. Robert Wallace,
M.P. for Last Jidinburgh, has had a varied career. For many
years he was minister of Old Greyfriars Church, Edinburgh,
and Professor of Church History in Edinburgh University.
He was the immediate successor, 1n the editorial chair, of the
famous “ Russel of the ‘ Scotsman.’” He ish D.D. of Glasgow
University, and was called to the Bar, at the Middle Temple,
in 1883, when he was nearly fifty. »

494. What amateur possesses the best appointed lapora-
* tory in the United Kingdom ?

The Marquis of Salisbury, who is an enthnsiastic scientific
amateur in electrical matters, possesses a better appointed
Jaboratory than any other amateur, and as good if not a betta
one than most professional electricians. Lord Kelvin, then
Sir William Thomson, at the 1889 dinner of the Electrical
Engineers, referring to Lord Salisbury, said “they all felt the
honour which his lordship, who was one of themselves as a
scientific 8lectrician, had dome them in being present at that
the first annual dinner of the Institute.” At Hatfield electricity
is made serviceable in many ways, including the Lighting of
the old historic residence, which was visited by the Queen
1n 1887.

495. What is the highest barometer reading on record ?

Dr. Hann recorded that on the 14th of® January, 1893,
theebarometer at Irkutsk, in Siberia, after the reading had
received all the necessary reductions, attained the unpre-
cedented height of 31'8in. So far as is known, this is the
highest reading tha® has ever been recorded on the globe, the
nearest approach to it being 31°7in., on the 12th of January,
1893, at Irkutsk, and the same height at Semipalatinsk, on the
16th of December. 1877. (%n the 14th of January, 1893, the
thermometer fell to minus 51-adeg., or apout 40deg. below tife
mean®or that menth. Ta the north of Sweden the temperature
was minus 76deg., or 38degapeclow the freezing-point &f mercury.



234 A THOUSAND ANSWERS

The highest barometer reading in Great Britain oceurred in
Scotland on the 9th of January, 1820, near Leith, when the
reading was 33°065. The highest reading ever recorded in
England was at St. Leonards, Hastings, on the 18th of January,
1882, when it was 30'990.

496. What is the greatest number of wickets taker in
any match by a bowler with successive balls ?

In a match played at the Murthly Asylum, near Perth, on
28th June, 1893, against the Dundee Royal Asylum, one
of the players in the Murthly team took eight wickets with
ten balls for no runs. In one over, with his last ball he took a
wicket. Every ball (five) in the next over dismissed a batsman,
while with the third and fourth balls of his next over he-
took two wickets, thus taking eight wickets in ten balls, six
successively. Seven out of the eight were clean bowled,
and one caught. Playing for Knowle Park . Dartmouth Park
Second Elevem, on Junc 14th. 1890, W. Park took seven
wickets with seven consecutive balls. On two occasions six
wickets have been taken by a bowler with successive balls in
Australia. A. Elliott, in an Adelphi Juniors’ (South Australia)
match, and Fotheringham, for Brooks and Co. #. Collier and
Co. (Victoria), performed this feat. H. Duke took six wickets
with six consecutive balls in a match between Odsey and
Steeple Morden, May 30th, 1892. J. Isted, in Teeting ». Great
Waltham, also performed this feat.

497. Which celebrated astronomer wore an artifieial
' nose ?

o

Tycho Brahé, the famous Danish astronomer, who was
born at Knudsthorp, Denmark, in 1546, and was descended
from a noble Swedish family. He studied philosophy and
rhetoric, with a view to making the law his profession. The
solar eclipse, however, which happened whilst he was at the
TUniversity of Copenhagen, in 1560, directed his attention to
astronomy, to which he applied himself with the greatest
assiduity, while professedly studying the law at Leipsic.esIn
1565 he returned home, and in a quarrel with a Danish
nobleman lost his nose, which he supplied with an artificial
one made of gold, so naturally formed ant painted that the
defect could hardly be perceived. About this time he ardently
entered upon the study of chemistry, in hopes of tinding the
philosopher’s stope. After this he travelled for some years,
aud on his return to Denmark resided with his uncley who
furnished him with the means of making celestial obuerva-
tions, and ‘nere it was that, in 1573, he discovered a new star
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in the constellation Cassiopeia. The King, Frederick IL, was
so delighted with the lectures and pursuits of Brahé, that he
gave him the Isle o Hveen, where in 1576, he laid the
foundation of an observatory, to which he gave the name of
Uraniburg, or the City of the Heavens. Besides this he had an
observatory sunk in the ground, to which he gave the name
of Stdlberg, or she City of the Stars. The King added to the
donation a pension and some lucrative places. In 1600 he
was joined by the celebrated Kepler, and these illnstrious men
ursued their studies together until the death of Tycho Brahé,
in 1601.

498, Have ladies’ dresses ever been made of glass ?

Yes ; the latest novelty in dress material is a cloth made
from spun glass, suitable for making up into dresses for ladies.
This material is said to be as bright and as supple as silk, with
a peculiar sheen reminding one of the sparkle of diamond-
dust. In Russia there has, for a long tinje, existed a
tissue manufactured from the Yibre of a peculiar filamentous
stone from the Siberian mines, which by some secret
process’is shredded and spun into a fabric which, although
soft to the touch and pliable in the extreme, is of so
durable a nature that it never wearsout. This is probably what
has given an enterprising manufacturer the idea of producin
spun-glass dress lengths. The Muscovite stuff is thrown into
the fire when dirty, by which it is made absolutely clean and
ready for use ; but the spun-glass silk is simply brushed with
a hard brush and soap and water, and is none the worse for
, being either stained or soilegl. This material is to be had in
white, green, lilac, pink, and yellow, and bids fair to become
very fashionable for evening dresses. It is an Austrian who is
the inventor of this novel fabric, which is rather costly.
Table-cloths, napkins, even window curtains are manufactured
thereof ; and a Court train, in a very delicate hue of pale
lavender, shot with pink, recalls the dresses described in a
fairy tale. .

4'99':' Where is there a statue with a figure standing
on a crocodile ?

In Venice, where’the figure of the statue of St. Theodore
stands on a crocodile on the top of a granite column. The
figure stands 10ft. in height, and the crocodile measures 14ft.
in length. Both are made pf Greek marble, bound together
withe®iron coated with bronz. On close examination i
was fund that half thke marble was good and half bad,
that half the workmanship was good and half ®ad; and
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then it was further alleged that it was not St. Theodore
at all, nor even one homogeneous person. The figure has
the head and bust of a Roman emperor, with the lower
part of the body and limbs of some inferior personage.
The legs of the figure, and the part of the body of the
crocodile on which it stands, are onc piece of marble. The
engineer in charge of the statue and coﬁlmn believes that the
upper part of the figure is that of the Emperor Constantine,
with his crown of laurel and breast-plate with the Christian
cross on it, and that the lower part is that of an inferior Greek
statue. The shield is on the right arm, whilst the left hand
holds the spear. It is, however, certain that the statue was
set up to represent St. Theodore and his crocodile. As in the
case of the Great Lion at Venice, casts of St. Theodore and his
irocgdi]e have been taken to be sent to Rome, Paris, and
ondon. -

500. What animal possesses three jaws ?

The leech,u which has three' semi-circular jaws, each fitted
with from eighty to ninety teeth. These teeth are furnished
with ragged edges, like those of a saw. As soon as it feels
assured of a sufficient connection with its basis of operation,
it commences to move the operating teeth backwards and
forwards with great rapidity, until it divides the skin of its
victim or_patient, leaving the characteristic mark of its
triradiate bite. Gluttonons though the leech unquestionably
is, and appreciative of human blood, it is not a little fastidious
as to the conditions on which it will take the trouble even to
settle en a skin. Owing to its great sensibility of . perception,
the lecch will not attach itselt to the person of anyone
who is under the influence of intoxicating drink or certain
narcotics ; while on the skins of others it will settle all the
more readily if moistened with milk. The medicinal leech
occurs in Great Britain, but is much commoner on the
Continent. A hatchery near Hildesheim raises three and a
half million annually.

501. Which English railway eompany first ran di=ing
cars ?

"The Great Eastern Railway Company can claim the honour
of first running dining cars in this counfry. In 1862 dining
cars were attached to the corridor trains from Doncaster
to Harwich. They were for the convenience of first and
second class pasengers only. The Great Northern Railway
Company adopted the dining car system in 1879, wien a
first-cless dining car was put on tht express setvice bétween
London and Lecds. This was sliortly followed by a similar
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addition to the express service between London and Man-
chester. In 1892 the directors of the thrce East Coast
comrames (Great Northern, North-Eastern, and North British)
resolved on a further development of this system, so as to
extend to third-class passengers the comforts and con-
veniences which the first-class passengers had enjoyed. The
new, dining ca¢ trains, on the King’s Cross and Kdinburgh
service, leave King's Cross and Edinburgh at the same
time, namely, 2.30 p.m.  Dinner is served in the down
train on leaving York at 6.30 p.m., and in the up train on
leaving York at 7.15 pm. In the third-class dining car
the diuner served is of four courses—soup, fish, 101nt and
sweets—for 2s. 6d. ; and snacks and tea and coffee can be
obtained at pleaxmc at moderate prices. The dinnerin a first-
class dining car is of six courses, at a cost of 3s. 6d. The
kitchen car occupies the central p051t10n etween the first-
class dining car on the one side and the third-class dining car
on the other. The system has.been adopted on she other two
routes between London and Scotland by the Midland and
London,and North-Western companies, both of which now run
third-class as well as first-class dining cars.

502. Which cathedral in this country has a secret
dungeon ?

k)
Chichester Cathedral has a dungeon of this description,
having a heavy and massive door. 1t 1s also provided with a
secret entrance, admission to which is obtained by a sliding
panel in a room at one time used as a library. The cathedral,
. founded in"1078, was renovatad after a fire in 1114, and restored
after another fire in 1187. It cousists of a nave of cight bays
and four aisles, a transept with chambers instead of “aisles, a
central steeple, and a sonth-west tower. Carlisle Cathedml
during the period of the Jacobite rebellion, was used as a hlwe
dunveon, and many rebels were nnpmuued there in 1745.
The chicf engineer in the Royal forces even demanded the
bells as his perqulsltcs which claim the Detn and Chapter
sadPessfully resisted. Havmo' been used for this purpose, the
cathedral was left in such an mtolemblc state of filth, that not
till after six weeks’ cleansing and burning of much sulphul and
tar could it be used Yor service.

503. Does any Volunteer corps in this country consist
wholly of total abstainers? .

Oty one—the 4th Voluntees Battaliop of “the Royal Seote

(form&ly 2nd Edinburgl). This corps was founded by the

late John Hope, of Edinbgtgh, and the company is?populary
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known as John Hope's abstainers. Every member is a
teetotaler. Temperance has of late ycars made large addi-
tions to its fanks in all branches of the military forces of
this country. In India, where, owing to the climate,
abstinence 15 so necessary, the principles and practice of
temperance have, thanks to General Robergs, taken .deep
root among our soldiers. There are no fewer than 17,500 total
abstainers in the ranks, or a quarter of the entire British forces
in our Eastern dependency. With one or two exceptions there
is not a corps in India which does not contain a branch of the
Army Temperance Association. In a single battalion of in-
fantry, the famous Royal Welsh Fusiliers, the membership is
535. Branches have lately been formed in two Highland corps -
—the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and in the Gordon
Highlanders ; in the 19th Hussars, and in all the artillery
batteries which have recently arrived in India.

504. Were shops ever set up. in Westminster Hall ?

In olden times, when the courts were held in the Hall, there
were several shops there also, as 1s shown by an old engraving,
taken from a drawing by Gravelot, who died in 1773. The
following description of those places of business accompanied
the engraving: “The first shop on the left is occupied by a
bookseller ; the next by a mathematical instrument maker ;
then there is another bookseller ; beyond him a dealer in
articles of female consumption ; beyond her, a bookseller again ;
and last on that side a second female shopkeeper. Opposite to
her, on the right side of the Hall, stands a clock.; the first
shop next from the clock is a bookseller’s ; then comes a
female map and print-seller ; and, lastly, the girl who receives
the barrister’s hat into her care, and whose line appears to
sustain the *turnovers’ worn by the beaus of those days with
‘ruffles,” which, according to Ned Ward, the sempstresses of
Westminster Hall nicely ‘pleated’ to the satisfaction of the
young students-learned in the law.” In those same old days
evidence to suit the wishes of the purchaser was obtainablgwy
either side for cash, and witnesses ready to swear anything
they were told openly walked Westminster Hall, with a straw
in the shoe, fo signify they were open .to employment as
witnesses.

505. Can the human body be used as part of a telephone
v line threugh which messages ean be transmitted ?
This ha= becn proved to be feasible by an experimentmade

in connection with iwo telephone tral stations, When the
subscribers wish to speak with one another, the switch-holes of
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their respective lines are connected at the switch-board by
means of a conducting connecting cord. It was found that if
two connection cords were taken, one peg instrted into each
switch-hole, and the other free pegs in the (previously
moistened) hands, conversation could be carried on as clearly
as qn dircct connection by means of a conduction cord, the
telephone curt®nts in that case acting across the human body.
Conversation could also be easily carried on even when a chain
of several persons was formed, holding each other’s hands, the
first and last in the chain having hold of the free pegs of the
connection cords. This experiment provec to be a most
amusing one, because it was shown to be possible by means
of the persons placed in circuit to hear the talk of conversing
subscribers.

506. In which city are there nc wheeled.vehicles ?

In Canton, one of the principal cities in the Chinese Empire,
the streets of which are tqp narrow to admit of wheeled
vehicles, being only from 6ft. to 9ft. in width. The streets of
the city, which exceed 600 in number, are in general less than
8ft. wide and very crooked. The banks on both sides of the
river are lined with rows of junks, sampans, slipper and flower
boats, in which some 300,000 of the population live, having no
home on shore, each boat being occupied by one family. Sedan
chairs with bearers are the usual mode of locomotion through
the streets. Tangier, a seaport town of Morocco, is also
entirely free from wheeled vehicles. Thestreets are too narrow
for wheeled traffic, all transportation being effected on the
backs of donkeys, horses, on camels.

507. Who owns the most curious tobacco-box in this
country ?

The Past Overseers’ Society of the parishes of St. Margaret
and St. John the Evangelist, in the City of Westminster.
This tobacco-box was originally a common horn tobacco-box,
purchased by Mr. Henry Monck, at the “Horn Fair, for
fpence, and presented by him to the society for the
general use of its members. In 1720 the overseers ornamented
the lid with a silver rim, bearing the following inscription :
“Given by Henry Monck, one of the overseers of St.
Margaret’s, Westminster, 1713,” and then committed it to the
custody of the senior overseer for the time being, through each
of which annual ofticers it has descended to the present day, xnd
frof? most of whom it has recsived succgssive silver ornaments
and qdditions. The nelt addition, after 1720, wasea silver
side-casing and bottom in¥1726. In 1740 a broad) handsome
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embossed border of ornaments was placed upon the lid within
the rim ; and subSequently the bottom was covered with an
“ornamental emblem of Charity,” engravéd very much in the
style of Hogarth, and probably by that artist’s own hand ; for
in 1746, Hogarth, then in the zenith of his reputation, designed
and executed, on the inside of the lid, a portrait of the Duke of
Cumberland, in manner of a bust, with allegorical figures at*the
sides of the pedestal, and an inscription commemorative of the
victory of Culloden. The last addition to the lid was an inter-
woven scroll, dated 1765 ; the scroll incloses a plate in the centre,
bearing the arms of the City of Westminster, and inscribed,
“This box to be delivered to every succeeding Sett of Over-
seers on penalty of Five Guineas.”

508. What is the weight of the heaviest ear-rings ever
worn ?

In a paper read recently before the Royal Geoiraphical
Society on the Highlands of Borneo, in the Indian Archipelago,
Mr. Charles Hose gave an account of how the native mothers
stick huge rings through their daughters’ ears at the age of eight
months only, eventually increasing them to the weight 6f two
pounds each. By the time that a girl has come to maturity her
ears, thus weighed down, reach almost to her elbows, and
N]{r. Hose has seen one woman put her head through one of
these elongated ear-lobes. In the South of Italy long and
heavy ear-rings are worn, though not approaching those of
Borneo. The length of the ear-rings worn by Italian women
indicates the part of Italy the wearers come from ; the longer
the ear-rings the farther south the women come from. In the
extreme south most of the ear-rings hang close to the shoulders,
while in the north they are quite short.

509. Have the Royal Arms of England passed through
any changes since the Conquest ?

Richard Ceeur-de-Lion, after his return from the third
Crusade, had the three lions passant guardant éor leopards)
in pale, as they have ever since been depicted. In 134y,
Edward IIL, in virtue of the supposed right of his mother,”
assomed the title of King of France, and quartered the
arms of France (azure, semée of fleurs-dellis or) with those
of England. Richard II. bore the reputed arms of Edward the
Confessor impaled with his quartered coat. In the latter part
of ‘the reign cf Jenry IV. the fleurs-de-lis were reduced
to three in number. No furtler change took placs. in
the Royal escutcheon” until the tiwe of James*I, evcept
that Malys after her marriage with Philip IL, impaled
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the arms of Spain and England. James VI. of Scotland, on
succeeding to the English' throne as James I quartered the
arms borne by preceding Sovereigns with those of Scotland
and Ireland, the first and fourth quarters being counter-
quartered France and England ; the second quarter being the
lionewampant of Scotland ; the third the harp of Ireland. No
change then took place until the reign of Anne, except that
William IIL. bore en surtout the coat of Nassau. In the
reign of Anne the legislative union with Scotland brought
about a further change : England impaled with Scotland
was placed in the first and fourth quarters, France in the
second, and Ireland in the third. The accession of George 1.
displaced England and Scotland from the fourth quarter to
make way for the arms of Hanover. In 1801 George IIL laid
aside the titular assumption of King of Franee, and abandoned
the fleurs-de-lis. The arms of England were now made to
occupy the first and fourth quarters, Scotland the second, and
Ireland the third, while the &rms of Hanover were placed
en surtout. These last were abandoned on the severange of
Hanover on the accession of Queen Victoria, when the Royal
escutcheon assumed its present arrangement,

510. Why is the smoke from the bowl of a pipe blue,
while that from the mouth is grey ? ®

Smoke consists of minute particles of solid or liquid matter
suspended in the air, and its colour depends partly upon the
chemical constitution of such particles, Lut also largely upon
their size., Exact experimept has shown that as the size of
minute particles suspended 1n air is gradually increased, they
give rise to colours varying from sky-blue down through the
whole range of the spectral scale. This is the cause of sunset
and sunrise colours in the sky. Its effects can also be traced
in the case of the two kinds of tobacco smoke, modified by the
murky tints of the carboriaceous products. The smoke given
off from the heated surface of the burning tobacco in the bowl
ofsthe pipe consists of matter, all of which has been highly
heat®d and very fully oxydized and decomposed. It consists
mainly of exceedingly small solid particles, exhibiting ¥,
virtue of their smallness a bluish colour. On the other hand,
that smoke which has been drawn through the tobacco into
the mouth of the smoker carries with it a relatively large
quantity of water and hydrocarbon, which,are condensell
upon_the solid particles abbvg mentioned. = The relatively
large“gize of such particlgs explains the® well-known greyish
colour of the smnke whi@t issues from the moudh of the
smoker.

- . 1T,
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511. Who owns the largest eollection of hymns ?

John Rylandg, of Manchester, who died in December, 1889,
had the largest vollection of hymns in the world. His object
was to collect the hymnology of all nations, and in the course
of many years he succeeded 1n collecting no fewer than 20,000
hymns. The Bishop of Exeter has a collection amounting to
9,000 hymns. The estimated number of British hymns is 25,000.
(‘harles Wesley wrote 6,500 ; Mrs. Francis Crosby, a blind
American writer. 3,000 ; James Edmeston, an architect, 2,000;
Beddome, a Baptist, 830 ; Kelly, an Irish clergyman, 765 ; James
Montgomery, a journalist, 400; Isaac Watts, 400; Charlotte
Elliott, 150: Bishop Christopher Wordsworth, 120; Dr.
Horatius Bonar, 120 ; Henry Francis Lyte, 110. According to
Mr. John Murray’s “ Dictionary of Hymnology,” recently pub-
lished, the total number of Christian hymns in the 200 or
more languages or dialects in which they have been written,
or into which they have been translated, is not less than
400,000. Messrs, Moody and Satikey have realized upwards of
£220,000 by the sale of their well-known hymns. “ Hymns
Ancient and Modern” have been printed 'in many diderent
editions, and have had the greatest circulation of any book
Lxublished in modern years, more than 25,000,000 copies having
een already sold.

512, Has a Parliamentary Speaker ever been arrested ?

Sir Matthew Davies, late Speaker of the Victorian Parlia-
ment, was recently arrested at Colombo. Ten years ago—
when he was thirty-two—he was an ordinary Melbourne
solicitor.  But, foreseeing and largely promoting the
coming ‘“land boom,” he speculated on an immensg
scale in suburban land around Melbourne, with the result
+hat he rapidly blossomed into a millionaire, secured the
Parliamentary representation of the most fashionable suburb,
was selected as Speaker, mainly because he was willing to
sl)end thousandg in the performance of the social duties of
the office, and was knighted. The land boom collapsed, and
with it fell a score of banks and mushroom companies With
which Sir Matthew Davies was more or less connected. Then
came a protracted prosecution against Sij, Matthew and his
hrother directors of the defunct Mercantile Bank of Australia
for issuing fraudulent balance-sheets. It is in connection
with this charge that his arrest took place. Sir Francis
Bacon, Lord Vérulam, who was- Speaker of the House of
Lords in 1621, was imprisoned ili the Tower and fined £ﬁ_0,000
for receivigg bribes. Sir John Treyor, Speaker of the House
of Commons, was expelled from lhe Speakership and from
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*the House for having accepted a bribe of 1,000 guineas from
the City of London for his support of a Bill in which the City
was greatly interested. ‘ .

518. Why can you throw a wet sponge higher into the air
than a dry one ?

A*wet sponge can be thrown into the air higher than a dry
one for just the same reason that a stone can be thrown into
the air higher than a feather of the same circumference :
because the specific gravity of the wet sponge and stone is
greater than *hat of the dry sponge and feather, and they can
therefore meet the air with more power or resistance. It is
exactly for this same reason that the wet sponge returns to the
earth more quickly than the dry one, and the stone than the
feather. The specific gravity of water, or its weight in pro-
portion to size, 13 as nearly as possible 834 ‘times as great as
that of air. A dry sponge is full of air, and a sponge full of
water is about 834 times as hegvy, and can strikg the air with
greater force than a dry one somewhat in this proportion.
The dry sponge is, moreover, for the same reason more Jiable
to béa blown about and diverted from its upward course by the
wind.

614. Where is the most wonderful underground temple
in the world ? *

In the City of Carlee, about 600 miles from Calcutta, whose
Hindu cave-temple is rightly considered one of the wonders of
Asia. Before the entrance to the temple, and just to the left,
stands a monster stone eleplant, upon whose back is seated a

* colossal goddess, hewn from the same block. Like the goddess
and the elephant, the temple itself, a building of immense
proportions, has been cut out of the solid stone formingz part of
the mountain side. Like the temple walls and outside figures,
every article of adorning sculpture on the walls or in the
interior is hewn from the native rock. The nave is 124ft.
long, 45ft. broad, and 46ft. from floor to “ceiling. There
arfyaisles on each side, separated from the nave by
octagonal pillars. The capital of each pillar is crossed
by two kneeling elephants, on whose backs are seated
two figures represeting the divinities to whom the temple
is dedicated. Behind the altar are seven mammoth polished
pillars, there being altogether thirty-eight columns and
pillars in the temple, the grandest of which i3 the lion pillak,
which has sixteen carved sidgs, and is_surmounted by foup
carved figures of lions. »The statuary 1s in massivg relief,
each figure standing on itsyoriginal base, all cleft dut of the
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solid rock (har:aest porphyry) while the temple was in course

of constructionl. .
515. Where is the finest example of a moated house in
England ?

Helmingham Hall, the seat of Lord Tollemache, in Suffolk,
about EI"ht miles from Ipswich. The existing drawbridge has
been raised every night for the past three hundred years, and
the present owner does not allow the custom to become obso-
lete.  Anotler fine example of a moated house is Leeds Castle,
about three miles south-east of Maidstone, in Kent, which,
surrounded by its moat, forms almost a lake crossed by a smgle
bridge. There is a fine moat at Wells, in Somersetshire, where
the eplscopal palace, an ancient castellated mansion, is sur-
rounded with walls inclosing nearly seven acres of vlound
This moat is snpphul with water from St. Andrew’s Well.
On the north side is a venerable gateway tower, leading over
a bridee iuto’ the outer court, on the east side of which
15 the palace containing several spacious and magnificent
vooms, and a chapel.  Wells Cathedral, though one of the
smallest, ix yet, perhaps, one of the most beautiful of 1 inglish
cathedrals, its principal glory being its west front, with its
matchless senlptures, 600 figures, of “which 151 are life-size.

516. Which British workhouse spends most money every
year on intoxicating liquors ?

West Ham. The four workhouses where the yearly expendi-
ture exceeds four shillings per inmate per annum are :—

Tnion In{naltes, Y eﬁrl Ave:la%e

. mon daily expenditure on  expenditure

Workhouses. average. 1§tox:€cants peiJ mnlm.te
s. d.
West Ham  ............. 1,287 .. ... 495 ......... 7 8
‘Wolverhampton ......... 954 ... 335 .. 70
Bristol .. .. 92 L 320 611
Plymouth 539 160 ... 511

Those speading less than a shilling per inmate are : —
Aston . ... 1,025 Ll 9 0 2 P

Newcastle-on- Tvne ..... 804 ... L 01

cLeeds .. ............. ... 1,000 ....... ) S 0 025

517. What is the average “life ” of a London house ?

The “life” ol a building depends upon the materials of
which it is eomtmcted and largely upon the skill of the
builder. The great majority of the domestlc house% in London
being of brick, faced ‘with stucto or ¢ compo.,” may reasgnably
be expeL ad to have a “life” ot _two centuries. Of coursc,
more substantial stone buildings, & which there are many in



TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS, 245

London, will endure much longer. The Towg;' is an example
of longevity—dating back to the Conquest. . London smoke
has a deteriorating effect upon many kinds of *building stones,
causing decomposition, through the affinity which the magnesia
in limestone, etc., has for the sulphurous acid contained in
sugh vast qusgntities of smoke.

518. Has an English clergyman ever become a Moham-
medan ?

Such a case occurred in September, 1891, when an English
clergyman, a graduate of St. John’s College, Oxford, was
admitted a Mohammedan at the mosque establiched by the
followers of Mahomet at Liverponl. It appears that for some
months previous the reverend gentleman had been in com-
munication with the officials of the Moslem, Institute in Liver-
pool, and had been making numerous inquiries on doctrinal
points. About a month before his admission he attended
several of the public services and lectures At the mosque,
in Brougham Terrace, West Derby Road, Liverpool. On
Sunday, September 20th, 1891, he was present both nlorning
and evening. The public service on that day was conducted
by Mr. G. Khalid Smith, the hon. sccretary, and the
lecture was given by Mr. W. II. Quilliam, the president
of the society, the subject being the “ Power of Thought.”
At the close of the public service the reverend gentle-
man had an interview with the leading officials, and
declared his intention to renounce Christianity and embrace
Islam. He repeated the “ Kalma,” or Moslem confession of
faith, and signed the roll & membership. The first Moham-
medan mosque in this country was opened in August, 1889, at
Maybury, Woking, in the County of Surrey. At the mosque
in Liverpool, service is held every Friday (the Moslem
Sabbath), and on Sundays. Forty milhons of the subjects of
the Empress of India are followers of Mahomet.

19. Who is the oldest Lord Lieutenant’ in the United
s Kingdom ?

William King-Noel, Earl of Lovelace, of Horsley Towers,
Leatherhead, is the oldest Lord Lieutenant in the United
Kingdom, both in point of age and length of service as head
of his county. He was born on the 20th of February, 1805,
and is, thercfore, now in his eighty-ninth year, while he was
appointed Lord Lieutenant and Custos Iidtulorum of the
Cofity of Surrey on the 13th of Amgust, 1840, and has,
ther&ore, completed hi§ fifty-third year of tenuye® of that
ollice, The Earl of Lei¥ester, K.G., born on the 26th of
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December, 1822, comes next in point of length of service,
having been appointed Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk in 1846.
The oldest Lord Lieutenant in Ireland is Robert Dillon, third
Baion Clonbrock, holding that office for the County of Galway,
where he has a residence at the place from which he took his
title, as also at 34, Duke Street, St. James’s, Lonrdon. He was
born in 1807, and is, therefore, eighty-six years of age. Since
1838 he has been one of the elected representative peers of
Ireland in the House of Lords.

520. Where do they fight duels with elubs ?

This is a practice of American Indians among members of
the same tribe. Their quarrels of a serious character are few
in number, but now and again they will occur, and when a
challenge to combat has been given, each is accompanied by
his friends to the battle-ground. There they strip and con-
front one another, while betwgen them lies a war club, a
smooth, long piece of hard wood, seasoned by years of service
and regarded with reverence, because of the blood - stains
on it received during the wars. The seconds of the duellists
toss up a piece of bark. The winner picks up the club,
and his opponent, folding his arms, plants himself, bending
his head. It is the club- bearer’s privilege to whack his
antagonist, just as hard as he can, on the back. One blow
struck, and then the man who has endured it picks up the
club, and his opponent is subjected to a blow with all the
force he can command. So the whacking goes on, and almost
every blow is a knock-down one, until the duellist last knocked
down refuses to accept the club from his opponent. He
having had enough, the duel is at an end, and the party breaks
up. The severity of the punishment endured in these duels is
marvellous. The club used has a jagged edge, and every blow
struck draws blood, making deep cuts and fearful bruises.

521. Has 2 milkmaid ever become an English countess ?

This was the case with Sarah, daughter of Thomas Hogg.s,
a small farmer in the village of Bolas, in the County of Salop.
Heury Cecil, tenth Earl of Exeter, one of the sons of the great
Lord Burleigh, married as his first wife Efima, only daughter
and heiress of Thomas Vernon, of Hanbury, Worcestershire,
frqm whom bhe was divorced in 1791. After the divorce, in
June of that yesr, he resolved to,look out for a second wife
that he could mould (to his own tastes and ways. In Faly,
1791, twe years before his accession’to the earldom, passing
under the’ name of Jones, he whtained lodgings at the
house of Mr. Hoggins, and there he was iniroduced to
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their daughter Sarah, the milkmaid. The wooing and
love-making of Mr. Cecil ¥ere brief, for on the 3rd of October
he and Sarah Hoggins were married in the little church
of Bolas. But still, who Henry Cecil was, and what was his

arentage, remained a mystery to all, even to Sarah herself.

esshowed his easy circumstances by acquiring land, on which
he erected the largest house in the neighbourhood, now called
Burleigh Villa. Towards the end of December, 1793, when he
had been married a little over two years, he read in a country
paper the tidings of the death of his uncle, the old carl. He
told his wife that business required him in Lincolnshire, and
wished her to accompany him, and they rode away from Bolas,
she seated on a pillion behind him. Not until they arrived in
sight of the mansion did he informm his wife that he had
become Earl of Exeter, and that she, the efstwhile milkmaid,
was an English countess. The marriage formed the theme of
Tennyson’s “ Lord of Burleigh.” R

522, What is the longest period of imprisonment to
» whieh a prisoner has been sentenced? °

Three thousand and thirty-eight years, that having been the
sentence upon Don José Galindo, Mayor of Alba, who had
been convicted of falsifying public documents and of forgers.
The trial took place at Palencia in July, 1893, and the prisoner,
having been convicted of the offences charged against him,
under 217 separate indictments, was sentenced to 217 terms of
fourteen years each, making in all the very formidable total
of 3,038 years. It will cestainly puzzle the officials how to
make their prisoner serve even a hundredth part of it. If the
convictions had taken place in this country, the whole of the
sentences, or all but two of the terms, would have been
directed to run concurrently ; but either this was not allowable
under Spanish law, or -it did not occur to the judge to so
direct. In Texas, recently, a man was sentenced to ninety

ears’ imprisonment for the murder of a city marshal. Major
Eknurde, who conspired against the life of William IIL of

ngland, passed upwards of forty years in gaol, and died
there. A longer instance, however, occurred in the Colony of
Victoria, in Austrflia, where a man died in prison in 1891,
aged 101 years, who had spent the last seventy-one of them
in gaol. .

528. Where is the longest submarine tunrél in the world -9

longest actually made is that undgr the Severn which is
4miles 624yds. in length, 2jymiles of that length bein2 from 45ft.
to 100ft. below the bed of a rapidly-flowing tidal estuary. An
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eight-mile submarine tunnel is projected under the North-
umberland Straits to connect Prince Edward Island with the
mainland of CPanada, and a commencement made with the
work in 1893, the contractor undertaking to complete it in two
years. Another of 8% miles is proposed with a view to connect
Sicily with Italy. The tunnel under the English Channel ywill,
if and when completed, be 23 miles in length, and Sir E.
Watkin still appears to have confidence that the consent of the
Government to its being made will sooner or later Le obtained.
A still longer submarine tunnel has been proposed to conncct
Ireland with Britain, to run between Island-Magee, County of
Antrim, and Wigtonshire ; the greatest depth of the tunnei,
which will be 33 miles in length, being 500ft., and its steepest
gradient 1in 75. The estimated cost is eight millions, and the
time required for completion ten or twelve years.

524. What is the capacity of the biggest game larder in
this eruntry ? )

Six thousand head, which is the capacity of the game larder
at Sandringham, thie Norfolk residence of the Prince of ‘Wales.
In December, 1892, it was neariy full, including 4,000 head of
pheasants. Two or three years ago a Royal shooting party of
ten guns killed in three days 5,895 head, of which 2,587 were

‘heasants. The sportsmen on that occasion included the
Prince, his two sons, the Dukes of Edinburgh and Cambridge,
Princes Christian, Leiningen, and Saxe - Weimar, Count
Gleichen, and Lord Lorne. The Prince of Wales is a good
and a remarkably cool shot. Every bird, hare, or rabbit shot
on the Heir Apparent’s estate is given away. When a big bag
is made (and sometimes a day’s sport produces over 2,000 head)
no one is forgotten. The Prince’s personal friends share the
came with the tenants, the police, the railway officials, and the
hospitals.

525. What has been the greatest gathering of Sunday-
school «¢children in this ecountry ?

That at Manchester for the 1893 Whit-Monday processidito*
Sunday-school children connected with the Church of England
Sunday-schools in the city. The children, of whom over
20,000 were present, assembled in Albert Square, and, after
singing a hymn, marched, headed by their respective bands and
banners, throgh the principal streets of the city, all traffic
being susperué&. A large portion of the older schoiars
attended a subsequent service ifi the cathedral. Large gather-
ings of :Synday-school children takc’place in many northern

towns on Whit-Mouday, amongst wiich Stockport may be noted,
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Probably the greatest gathering of day-schooi children in this

country was that on.the os:casion of the Queen’s Jubilee, on

June 22nd, 1887, when Mr. 'Lawson, of the ‘Daily Telegraph,

ti:'gagized and entertained 27,000 school children in Hyde Park;
ondon.

526.» Which is the highest coach-road in the kingdom ?

The highest coach-road-—regularly used and recognised as
such—in the kingdom is in the County of Abevdecn, where
the coach route between Spittal of Glenshee Inn and Castleton
of Braemar crosses thie Grampians through Cairn Well Pass at
an altitude of 2,060tt. In Inverness-shire, the old wmilitary
road, from Fort Augustus over the Corryarrick Pass, is, at the
highest part, 2,507ft., but this road, though a public highway,
cannot be called a coach-i0ad. In Cumberland, south of
Alston, the road at Rossiney’s House (the shighest inhabited
house 1n England) is 1,9801t. n height : and on Buxton Moor,
the road at the Cat and Fiddle Inn (the higheyt inn in Eng-
land) is 1,765ft. above sea level. The main road between
Huddersfield, in Yorkshire, and Stockport, in Cheshire, which
crosses Holme Moss in the mountainous district, on the
borders of the two counties, which forms the backbone of
England, is at an elevation of 1,839ft. above sea level. The
highest road in the kingdom is that which terminates on thg
top of Ben Nevis at a height of 4,406ft. This road was chiefly
constructed for the use of the Ben Nevis Observatory, and is
for the most part cut out of the solid rock. This road can
only be used by pedestrians or ponies.

527. What is the largest Humber of fish-hooks ever found
inside a fish ?

Fifty-nine. In May, 1893, a fisherman on opening a cod,
caught oft Flamborough Head, found no fewer than fifty-nine
fish-hooks in its inside, all baited. The voracity of the pike is
well known, but this instance on the part of the cod fairly
beats the record. ,

5;"1" In what part of Europe is the cheapest telephone
service established ?

In Switzerland, ,where the telephones as well as the
telegraphs are owned by the Central Goveinment, and are
under the management of the Decpartment of Posts and
Teclegraphs. This has proved a great advantage to the public,
as the service is better and cheaper, tfle rates being
low& than anywhere els¢ in *the world. The usual charge
for silbscribers is about® £5 for the first year, H4>for the
second, and £3 thereafter. ¥ These charges cover 800 messages



250 A THOUSAND ANSWERS

for each subscriber, any beyond being charged a halfpenny
each. The American Consul-Genetal at St. Gall described the
Swiss telephone system in a recent report as the best and
chea;])]est in Europe. Te]eirams are recelved and delivered by
telephone at a penny each, the advantages of which arrange-
ment are considerable. In 1880 the first telaphones in®the
country were those of a private company. This was at Ziirich,
the concession being for five years, tﬁe total number of instru-
ments in use being only 144.  Ziirich alone has now 1,500. In
1886 the Government took over all the telephones, and in 1887
the number of subscribers had increased to 6,000, and long-
distance telephones, connecting the Swiss cities as well as |
places in Germany, were introduced.

529. Which fishes ‘‘ clothe ” themselves ?

Many of the crab-species of shell-fish do so. Professor
Weldon, in a recent lecture upoy crabs and their habits, stated
that some species dress themselves elaborately by gathering
bits of seaweed, chewing the ends, and sticking them on the shell,
so0 as to look like a stone covered with weed. They spend hours,
with the utmost perseverance, in making these pieces adhere, by
trying the same piece over and over again till they succeed.
Fhey have a fine sense of symmetry, and always put a red piece
on one limb to match the red piece they have put on the other,
and a green piece to match a green piece, though how they
know red from green in the dark pools where they live is hard
to say, unless it is by taste or smell. When once their dress
is completed, it improves the oldzr it becomes, as'the weed
actually grows on them. Another species, with like habits
and a most decided love for finery, was described, at a meeting
of the Linn®zan Society, as clothing themselves with bits of
bright-coloured seaweed, sponges, and so forth. If the crab
be despoiled of its garments, it at once proceeds to clothe
itself again with care and deliberation, manifested not only
in the selectiort of its articles of apparel, but in the proper
shaping of them by means of its pincers. } ,

530. What is the highest social position ever attained by
a negro ? ¢

That of Bishop, which position has been attained and is
presently held by Dr. Turner, a Bishop of colour, who recently
visited Londdna Dr. Turner is the head of the missionary
department of the American Methodist Church, apd has ia his
time belﬁnged to the Army. He was;indeed, the first coksured
man to hdid a commission in theqAmerican Army. The first
and hest known negro Bishop to visit this country was Samuel
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Adjai Crowther, who rose from slavery, was appointed Bishop
of the Niger District in Afiica. and was consearated in 1864,
in Canterbury Cathedral. He retired from the bishopric in
1892. Two other native Africans were consecrated Bishops in
1893, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, namely Dr. Isaac Olnwole and
Dr. Charles Phillips, who were both educated at Sierra Leone,
and have been appointed Assistant Bishops in Western Africa.

531. Where is there an hotel carried on by a Prince and
a Duke ?

This hotel is near Munich, in Bavaria, and is carried on by
Prince Ludwig and Duke Theodor of Bavaria. It has had a
most interesting history. A thousand years ago Benedictine
monks discovered a small sulphur spring on a mountain,
near Munich. They built there an hospital, which was
used by their order until ninety years ago, when it was
bought by King Maximilian., who filled it with sick folk.
When the King died, his grandson, Duke Theodor, found
he had not money enough to keep up the charity. After
long and anxious consultations with his brothers, the honest,
kindly Prince erected new buildings, and opened the house
every year for three summer months as an hotel. It is
patronized by many of the Royal and noble families of Europes
though it is open to any comer who will conduct himself
respectably, and pay for his accommodation. Duke Theodor

rovides the food from his owr farms, while his brother,

rince Ludwig, acts as host in the hotel. All guests are
,requested to leave on the lest day of August. The house is
then filled with scores of poor teachers, artists and authors,
invalid soldiers, and poorly-paid clergymen, whom the Royal
brothers have formally invited. The money made during the
summer is devoted to their entertainment. The Duke and
Prince remain in the house, lavishing kindness and courtesy
upon their guests. When one company has been strengthened
agd cheered, another, equally needy and deserving, is invited
to ¥2ke their places, and this is done until it is time to receive
paying visitors again.

532. Who owns the most valuable armechair in the
world ?

The Shah of Persia, who possesses an armchair of solid
gold, inlaid with precious stones. About tweayears ago some
of the stones were stolen from cne of the Jegs of the chair, and
the Sizah, full of indignation, ordered the arrest of a number
of servants and the ﬁeepe*(yof the palace responsibie for the
furniture, with the intimation that if the,thief was not dis-
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covered the keeper would be beheaded. The culprit bemg
eventually found, he was forth\{th beheaded and his head
carried on a."pole by th ImpeSial bodyguard through the
streets of Teheran. A valuable armchair is in the posses-
sion of the Earl of Radnor. It originally cost £40,000, and
was presented by the City of Augsburg to the Emneror
Rodolph IT. of Germany about the year 1. 576¢ It is of ‘steel,
and took the artist about thirty years to make. The chair
became the property of Count Tessin, Ambassador from the
Court of Sweden to the English Cowrt. Gustavus Brander
afterwards bought it, as an arlthue for 1,800 guineas, and sold
it to the Earl of Radnor for 60O frumeas Of chairs once
owned by British celebrities, some were lately sold by auction .

Shakespeare’s for £126 ; (xa) s, £30 ; Theodore Hook’s, £19 ;

Bulwer Lytton's, £13; Anne Boleyns £10 10s. ; Charles 11. s,
£10; Mrs. Siddons’s, £7; ; Pope’s, £5 10s. ; Mis. Browning’s,
£5 ; Thackeray’s, £310s. ; ; Walter Savage Landor’s, £3 10s. :
Lord Byron’sy £2 10s. ; Sir Walter Raleigh’s, £2.

533.. Which nation first used the bagpipes ?

The Assyrians are the first nation mentioned in the earliest
records as being addicted to the use of this musical instru-

ment, and as having taken it to India. The bagpipes, however,
Yre, and always have been, in almost universal use thmuwh-
out the whole of Asia, and their origin 1is lost in remote
antiquity. Centuries before the Christian era the bagpipes
were in use amongst the Assyrian, Arab, Persian, Hindu,
and Chinese nations. ~They are quitc as common in [taly
as in Scotland, though a Highfand piper of to- ‘day would:
scorn_any comparison “between the full, strong sounds of the
Scottish pipes, and the weak and qqueal\y resnlt attained by
the Italians. The ancient Greeks and Romans were acquamted
with the instrument, and, curiously enough, the pipes were
common in }mfrland Iono before they bec’xme the national
musical 1mt1ument of Scotland. Ca arvings of the bagpipes
are found in English churches at Iostnn (Ireat Yarmg;"n

and Hull.

524. Have fish ever been taught to perform trieks ?

Fish have frequently been taught to come when called, and
to perform various tricks. A gcntlemau had two brook trout
in a small aquarium in his private residence that would
qump out of the water and take flies held between his
forefinger and thumb, and svould also ringsa little* bell
when 'd\ey required food. They would also leap ovel” little
bars of %ood placed about 2in¥ above the surface of the
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water. It was a very simple matter to teach the fish
these and similar tricks. s to the bell, a little tower cou-
taining a tiny, sweet-toned silvef bell was fastcned to the
ironwork of the aquarium, while a piece of string attached
to the tongue of the bell extended into the water where
the trout were. On the loose end of the string an insect or
other tempting’ morsel was placed, which the fish would at
once seize, and, pulling the cord, the bell in the tower tinkled.
After this had been repeated several days, the fish were left
without food for some little time, until they made the
discovery that they could obtain it by pulling at the string to
which the delicacies had been attached. This at once became
their habit on feeling hungry, and as that was pretty often, the
bell had not much rest afterwards.

535. Where was there a daily newspaper published
which the subseribers employed as a pocket-
handkerchief after perusal ?

H K

In the Deccan, India. Mr. G. A, Sala, who describes this
curious newspaper, says that it was lithographed every morn-
ing on a square of white cotton cloth. After having perused
it the subscribers employed it as a pocket-handkerchief. Then
they sent it to the local washerwoman, who returned it
a clean white square of cotton cloth to the publishers
who lithographed and issued the same sheets again and
again. At Prince Albert, a remote village in the Canadian
North-West, a unique weekly paper is, or recently was,
regularly published in the handwriting of its proprictor, editor,
reporter, atlvertising agent, «wnd printer, the five being one man.
He adorned his lively four-page sheet with caricatures, rudely
copied from the comic papers, and decorated his horse and
stock *ads.” with rough cuts. This paper appeared in purple
ink from a gelatine copying process, or hectograph, and its
editorials and local news were usually so clearly presented, that
the little journal was influential in the territories, read with
avidity in the newspaper otlices of Easterh Canada, and
cotistantly quoted as an authority.

536. What is the greatest number of acres inclosed jn
one buildiug ?

Thirty and a half, that number of acres having been inclosed
by the building at the World’s Fair at Chicago devoted to
“Manufactures and Liberal Arts.” Mr. George B. Post, of
New York, was the architect. Zhe entireilength of the building
was #,687ft., or nearly orte-third of a mile; its width, 787ft. ;
height of roof at central point, 237ft. ; material, 1'4,000,000ft.
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of timber and 14,000,000ft. of steel and iron. Compared with’
St. Peter’s at Rome and the old Colosseum, says the architect,
it was three times larger than the brmer, and four times larger
than the lattér. The great pyramid of (‘heops would find
space enough in the building, and might be conveniently
viewed from the galleries, or standing room could be found for
the entirc Russian army. To secure wood ,for this huge
building, 1,100 acres of Michigan had to be denuded of its
pine trees.

537. In what British Colony are there most holidays ?

In Canada, where the working days out of the 365 days in
every year number only 270. Thus (including Sundays) the
Canadians have ninety-five holidays every year. In India
the number of holidays is very great. The Mohammedans,
besides their weekly holy day of rest on Friday, have sixty-
two special holy days, in addition to their month of abstinence,
named Ramadhan, which occurs chiefly in September, making
about 79 day{ in addition to ¢heir weekly Sabbaths. There
are in India about fifty million Mohammedans to be affected
in their lives by these celebrations, besides those witlt whom
they have business transactions. Surgeon-General Balfour, in
his “Cyclopzdia of India,” gives a list of eleven Hindu
holidays, twenty Parsee ones, and twenty-two Mohammedan
Ifolidays, and as these do not generally coincide, they amount
to about fifty-three altogether.

538. Which artist, while econfined in an asylum, profusely
decorated his cell with pietures ? .

This was done at Hanwell Asylun by an artist named
Thomas Seale. Though mentally afflicted, this artist covered
every inch of the walls and ceiling with beautiful oil-
paintings. The pictures include a variety of subjects—sea-
pieces, historical incidents, fairs, festivals, and others
with classical motive. One of the more prominent is
“The Restoration of Charles IIL, 29th May, 1660,”
showing the Merry Monarch on horseback surrounded,),ﬁ
crowds of his subjects. The inscriptions, many of whic
are curious, ara written with the brush in clear, good hand-

2, . .
writing. The record of mad artists incdudes some famous
names. Francois Lemoine, after completing the largest
painting in Europe, the ceiling of the Hall of Hercules,
at. Versailles, ‘containing 142 figures, which was 64ft. long
and 54ft. broad, destroyed hjmself in a fit of insanity
in 1737. Leopold RKobert, the Fgench artist, who &pent
his latter years at Venice, was cragsed in love; and being
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thus thrown into a hopeless melancholy, killed himself on
March 20th, 1835. Benjamin Robert Haydon was found on
the floor of his studio, R\lled by his own hand before his
colossal picture, “ Alfred the Greatand the First British Jury,”
June 22nd, 1846. George Romney, born at Dalton, in
fancashire, in 1734, lived in London from 1762 to 1799,
visiving only trvice the wife and family whom he had left at
Kendal. He returned to them to he nurszed as an imbecile
less than three years before he died, in 1802 ’

539. Where are the smallest birds in the world found ?

In the New World exclusively. The humming-birds, of
which there are nearly four hundred species, include the
minutest specimens of bird-life known to zoologists. They are
found on the American Continent, and nowhere else, and range
from the neighbourhood of Cape Horn in the south to as far
north as Sitka, and some species are found as much as 15,000ft.
above the level of the sea. The smallest species of humming-
bird is known to ornithologists as Mellisugx Minima. It onfy
measures 1}in. in length, and weighs but 20 grains. The finest
collection of the skins of these birds ever made by a single
collector was that exhibited by Mr. John Gould at the Zoological
(fardens in 1851. It was bought by the British Museum for
£3,000. Mr. Gould’s elaborate work on “ Humming Birds”
extends to 5 vols. folio, with richly coloured plates, and took
thirteen years to prepare, having been commenced in 1849 and
completed in 1862. A copy of this book, with the supplement,
cannot be procured now for less than £75.

540. Are 'troops provided with any ready means of eross-
ing unfordable rivers ?

An ingenious method has recently been adopted by the
Russian troops. This is by means of leather bottles made from
ox-hides, which can be easily used for the ereation of rapidly
manufactured rafts. Moreover, these bottles can ke made on
the spot by means of the hides of the animals which serve for
tita feeding of the soldiers, and which the troops themselves
prepare. The bottles, to the number of from four to six, are
connected by the legs, which turn up over the cross-pieces, and
are tied thereto with twine. Tholes are arranged for the oars,
and, finally, the frame is covered with 5in. planks for the
carriage of infantry, and with 14in. ones for artillery. A
leathern bottle made of an ox-hide weighs about 26lb. Wken
it ig.inflated it has a sustainipg power gqual to the weight of
the cnimal from which i3 is derived, say about 440lb, A raft
of four hottles is capable of supporting ten men,'while still
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preserving a projection of 6in. above the surface of the water ;
with six bottles it will snstain twenty men and project from
three to four inches above th: surface. Among these
men there are four oarsmen, who are at the sides. The
German army has recently been supplied with new tents, which
can easily be transformed into small boats.

1
541. Which inn in the United Kingdom has been longest
kept by members of one family ?

The village inn at Addington, in the County of Surrey,
of which the Archbishop of Canterbury is the ground
landlord. 1t is kept by a hostess whose family has been there
since the days of Henry VII. On the death of the mother
of ‘the present hostess, she lett no son but only three daughters
to survive her. These wanted to carry on the business, but
the Archbishop’s wife thinking it unfitting, they received
notice to quit. They were under this notice when the Arch-
bishop died, aad his successor, taking a more favourable view,
allowed them to rvemain. The three sisters in turn took
possession, and the present hostess is the last of themy. The
Jolly Millers Inn, at Newnham, Cambs, has been kept by
a family of the name of Musk for the last 100 years. It is
recordedd in Cambridge annals that Queen Ilizabeth once
stopped here and drank a quart of “Ye Olde kKnghsh Ayle”
without getting down from her horse.

542. What is the most unusual offertory ever taken in
a chureh ?

Fresh-laid eggs. Such an offertory it has been customar
for some time to have on one Sunday each spring, at Hig
Halden Church, in Kent. On its being held on the 7th
of May, 1893, 610 eggs were brought to the church, or one
egg for nearly every person in the parish. These eggs were
sent up, as usual, for the sick and very poor of the parish
of St. Luke, Camberwell. Another unusunal offertory was
that of toys caken on the last Hospital Sunday at a
special Childven’s Flower Service, held at Curzon Chapel,
Mayfair. The first collection from the natives of New
Gninea, at a meeting held in Port Moresby, in aid of the
London Missionary Society, included : 3%5 spears, sixty-five
shell armlets, ninety-two bows, 180 arrows, besides shields,
drums, shelt necklaces, feather and other ornaments, valued
at £10. A cormspondent reported in the ‘Standard, in the
spring of 1892, an ,unusual ~ffertory at a small tows in
Sutfolk. . When the money was couated, pieces of cardoard
carefully Silvered over, and of thi exact size of threepenny-
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bits, were taken from the bags, a device stamped upon them
making them as much hki}those coins as possible.

543. Who smoked the first meerschaum pipe ?

A shoemaker, Kavol Kowates, who, in 1723, lived at Pesth,
the capital of Hungary Besides bemfr a s]mcmm\m, however,
he was one of Naturc’s h‘uuhcmftsmen being gifted with an
intuitive genius for carving in wood and ‘other material. This
brought him into contact with Connt Andrassy, with whom he
bucame a great favorite. The Count, on his return from a
mission to Turkey, brought with him a piece of whitish clay,
which had been plcsentcd to him as a curiosity, on account of
its extraordinary light specific gravity. It struck the shoe-
maker that, being porous, it must be well adapted for pipes, as
it would al)sorb the nicotine. The experiment was tried, and
Kavol cut a pipe for the Count and one Tor himself. This
ficst meerschaum pipe, made and smoked by Kavol Kowatecs,
has been preserved in the Museum at Pesth.

544. Has leather ever been made from the skin of a
» salmon ?

Yes, in some parts of Asia the tanned &kin of the salmon
yields a prettily marked, scale like leather, and the skin of the
ray gives a <700d nnltd,tmn of moroeco.  Lmitation porpoisg
leatlier is made fiom the sk of the seal, walrus, and white
whale, while the American white-fish yields good upper
leather. Alligator and crocodile leather are quite fashionable,
and, in fact, there are few animals whose skins have not been
utilized as leather at one, time or another. Pig-skins are
extensively used for rfloves and children’s sl)oex; while the
thinnest, and at the same time one of the toughest, leathers
tanned 1s the froz’s skin. The most curious subbtamc
perhaps, ever manufactured into leather is wood.

545. Has any peeress ever been appointed a company
director ? .
» The Duchess of Sutherlind was vecently appointed director
o[‘ @ mining company, which position she xtﬁ holds.  She is
also the only lady divector on the board of the London angd
North-Western Railway Company.  The Bavoness Bmdett-
Coutts is the]mnu[w partner in the London banking house
of Messrs. Coutts & (o, and is said to always take her place
at the mectings of the fim. It is not often that the seven
signatories to a company are all ladies; hut such is the case at
Rost:  The articles of asgociaton of theeTloss G s O ompany,
Timif, e said to have heen snbseribed to by seweh ladies,
Several other Jadices are dire€tors of limited llﬁ')llll) companics
PSR N
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Lady Frederick Cavendish is a member of the Council of the ’
Girls’ Public Day School Company, Limited. Lady Arthur
Raussell is also en the directorate. Lxdy Wolverton is a partner
in the well-known banking house of Messrs. Glyn, Mills,
Currie, & Go.

546. Where is there a milk-white lake ?

In Iceland. Herr Thoroddsen, in his travels iu that country,
found there a very long lake stretching from the margin of the
mighty glacier which forms the western side of the Vatria-
Jokull. It is milk-white from the glacier water of which it is
composed, and has been named the Langisjor. There are
several white lakes near the scttlement of Patagones, in_
Patagonia ; they also occur in the (lalapagos Archipelago.
They are called salinas or salt lakes, and many of them are
of considerable size, covering several squarc miles. They are
very shallow, some of them having only a few inches depth of
water over a flooring of pure white crystallized salt, while
others are, in sammer, completely crusted over with pure white
salt crystals. About thirty miles from Tauranga, New Zcaland,
is a lake, the water of which is of a milky-whitc colour.

b47. What is the highest position ever attained by a
soldier from the ranks in the British Army ?

« The greatest promotion on record in the British Army is that
of Sir John Elley, who was formerly a trooper in the Royal
Regiment of Horse Giuards.  Sir .John attained the full rank
of Genera}, and at the time of his death was Colonel of the
17th Lancers. He was the most intimate adviser of the Duke
of Wellington at Waterloo, was knighted hy<is Masesty King
George II1., and vepresented Windsor in Parliament. The
above facts are recorded on the marble tablet above his
last resting-place in St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle.
The position of Lieutenant - (ieneral was attained by
Joseph Brome, who, about 1726, when twelve years old,
enlisted a¢ a drummicr-boy in the Royal Regiment of Artillery,
then stationed in the Island of Minorca. He had a son who
rose to the same rank, and a grandson who became a Generdl
Luke O’Connor attained the position of Colonel, with the
henorary rank of Major-General of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers
(23rd Foot). Enlisting in 1849, at th& age of eighteen,
he was gazetted ensign on the 5th of November, 1854,
and then roge, step by step, until he attained the above’
rank on the Oth of March, 1887. Major-General John
Malone Sexton, recgntly promoted to that raxnk, on. the
Retired; List of the Indian Armey, also rose frorw the
Janks.k) Major, J, H. Banks rosy from the franks to the

B ¢
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ecommand of a cavalry regiment ; while A. Baldery also rose
from the ranks to the position of Lieutenant-Colonei. Colonel
Philip H. Eyre, of the 38tI\Regiment of Foot, rose from the
ranks. Heg fell in the batti® of Dulka on Janualy 10th, 1830.
The late Farl of Bantry, while Viscount Derchaven, being
“plucked” for his Army examination, forthwith enlisted as a
private in the GGrards, and never advanced bheyond that rank.
This is probably the only instance on record of a private
stepping from the ranks into an earldom.

548. What is the greatest speed in shorthand for which
any writer has obtained a certificate ?

Two hundred and forty words per minute. Mr. Henry
Toothill, sub-principal of the FLeeds School of Sherthand,
successfully passed an examination in writing 240 words per
minute, for ten minutes consccutively, and produced an
accurate transcript of lis notes within a specified time, and
thus gained the highest speed certificate yet granted. At a
further test, in the presence of Messrs. Pitman, a5 the Phonetic
Institute, Dath, Mr. Toothill suceeeded in writing 267 words
per minute, on ‘matter sclected by the examiners. “The sceond
highest, \peed certificate was gained by Mr. G. W. Bunbury,
Dubhn, who passed the test successTull ly at 230 words a minute.

549. Are workmen in any part of the world alloweq
portions of every hour for smoking ?

A Cousular report states that such a custom existed at
Malaga. in_Spain, where the workmen are allowed ﬁftccn
minutes’ leisure in every hour for the purpose of smoking
cwarcttc». » Soldiers in the [ialian army arc allowed cigars as
gart of their daily rations. Anstria Hungary far cxceeds

Spain as a country of smokers, and every male Jinhabitant of
that country s amokes on the average sixty-seven cigars, twenty-
seven cigarettes, and ten ponnds of tobacca Vedlly Both,
however, are execeded in this respect by Japan and Siam.
Amongst the Japanese all men and most women smoke, the

irls beginning when about ten years of age :{tvhilst in Siam

crybody, with very few exceptions, “smpkes cigarettes,
cdmmenung at the unusually carly age of fomr years. Child
smokers are prevalent also in \Iumco wherg school-childron
particalarly distingtAshing themsclves are allowed to smoke a
cigar as they sit over their books

550. Does any monument in a plaee of worship in this
country serve as an advertisement /

Tilis is the case with a monument ereded in the Churchi)f
St. Saviour, London, whu“}x preserves the memory®of Dr.
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Taylor, a famous pill-maker. This monument represents the
doctor in a Seclining attitude. “In one hand he holds a
scroll, bearing a most enthusidstic eulogy of “Taylor's
pills.” It stands near the pulpit, where the congregation
could not help seeing it. In the church at Godalming
there is, against the south wall of the south transept, a mural
monument bearing the following inscription : *-Sacred to the
memory of Nathaniel Godbold, Esq., inventor and proprictor
of that exccllent medicine, the Vegetable Dalsam, for the cure
of Consumptions and Asthmas. He departed this life the 17th
day of December, 1799, aged 69.” At the Pére la Chaise
Cemetery, Paris, there stands, or stood, in a conspicuous
position, a monument to Pierre Cabochard, grocer, with a
pathetic inscription, which, after relating the many virtues of
the defunct, closes thus : “His inconsolable widow dedicates
this monument to his memory, and continues the same
business at the old stand, 187, Rue Mouffetard.”

551. Is there a wingless bird

Yes, the Apteryx (4. Australes), a large bird allied to the
ostrich, has no wings, and is supposed to be the only species of
wingless bird now in existence. This bird is a native of New
Zealand, and is of nocturnal habits, feeding on snails and
fnsects. In place of wings it has short stumps termmating in
a hook. The Apteryx is much prized on account of its beauti-
ful feathers. It is called by the natives *“Kivi-Kivi,” from its
peculiar ery. The extinct Dinornis, or Moa, of New Zealand,
was also a wingless bird. It is supposed to have been extinct
for two centuries, but great quantities of its large Dones have,
been discovered in several parts of New Zcaland. From these
bones complete skeletons have been constructed, which prove
this bird to have been of gigantic size, varying from 10ft. to
14ft. in height. In place of wings it had merely rudimentary
stumps.

552. What child’s funeral has been attended by the
greatest number of persons? &

That of, the child Emma Downton, in May, 1893, at Ports-
mouth. She was the victim of what was known as the
*“ Portsmouth Tragedy,” having been murdered by the nursc-
girl in charge, who had taken her out in a perambulator, and
then drowned her in a well. The funeral took place at-the
Kingston Cemetery, on Saturday, the 6th of May, when the
road frém the houge of the glhilds parcntss to the cemetery
was thgonzed by some 10,000 persoas, whilst it was corsputed
that no Fewer than 20,000 persons, were present at the service
imthe cometery. The nurse was convictéd of manslaughter
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and sentenced to five yeays' penal servitude. Another funeral
attended by several thousyul persons was that of Ada Shep-
herd, eleven years of age, wiho was murdered at Acton on
October 25th, 1880. The child was buried in the Hanwell
Cemetery two days afterwards. The murderer, George Pavey,
wag executed 2t Newgate on December 13th, 1880.

553. In what country is private mourning eompulsory ?

In China, where private mourning is obligatory, and tho-e
who do not olserve it are liable to a punishment of siaty
lashes or a year’s banishment. The duration of the period of
mourning is fixed by law according to the relationship. Fora
father or mother it 1s three years, but for public functionaries
it is reduced to twenty-seven months. During thiity days
after a death in China, the nearest relativas of the deccased
never shave themselves or change their clothes. At Chinese
funerals it 4s customary with the family of the deceased to
present the people attending the funeral wtth articles of
mourning, generally consisting of gloves and cravats. The
custom of employing women to weep at funerals i§ still
practised in that country.

554. Which is the most permanent eolour in flowers ?

Yellow. It is a curious fact that animal and vegetab®
yellows should be so much more permanent than all other
colours. The yellow of the petals of flowers is the ouly colour
which is not discharged by the fumes of sulphurous acid. If
a flower—heart’s-ease (Viola tricolor), for instance—be exposed
to these fumes, the purple®tint will immediately disappear,
but the yellow will remain unchanged ; the yellow of a wall-
flower will continue the same, though the brown streak will
be discharged. The yellow pigment forms an insoluble
compound with fatty matters, and is termed lipochrome.
According to the density of this deposit, the colour is either
a pale yellow or a deep one known as orange,, In conuection
with the colour of flowers, Sir John Lubbock has made experi-
ments, and found that bees display a decidéd preference for
blue over all other hues. White is the prevailing colour
among flowers ; ouf of 4,000 selected specids, no fewer thin
1,193 were white.

555. Has a body of British workmen ever petitioned for a
reduction of wages ? » M

In 1884 the hand-frame sqck makers at Oadby, a small
village near Leicester, in®rder to get work which woyld other- -
wise have been done by pen in Leicester, petitined to be
allowed to work for 74 per cent. less thyn ghg wages , then

* 1]
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current in thay town. TUpon heaﬁng this the Leicester sock
makers offered that, if their employers would not send all their
work to Oadby, they would work at a 5 per cent. reduction.
The masters refused this request, whereupon the Leicester
workmen went out un strike in order to secure, the reduction
they had asked for. [t is related that some years ago the ship-
builders employed in Denny’s Shipbunilding Yard on the
Clyde, hearing of some losses the firm had sustained, asked
that their wages might Le reduced, in order to assist their
employers at atime of commercial depression. Three years after
the firm of Messrs. Thomson and Sons, woollen cloth manufac-
turers, of Huddersficld, had converted their business into a co-
operative industrial co-partnership, the workers, on hearing that
the profils were net sutficient in 1890 to pay a dividend, are
stated to have spontaneously and unanimously resolved to
make it up amongst themselves. 1In 1893 an instance was
reported from' Warrington. Certain mill-hands hearing that
their employers were meditating the suspension of produe-
tion, by reason of the high price of coal rendering business
unprofitable, the men voluntarily made overtures for a
reduction of a penny in every shilling of their wages. This
produced a saving of £40 per week, and although that
did not nearly cover the loss consequent upon the increased
price of fuel, the firm willingly consented to keep the mill
going.

556. What is the size of the largest ox in the world ?

Twelve feet from head to rump,tand 5ft. 3in. in height. This .
ox, named Jumbo, is six ycars old, and weighs 3,8401b., while
it takes an eleven-foot measure to go round his body. He is
owned by Colonel William M. Singerly, of Philadelphia, and
may be seen on the Colonels stock farm at Gwyrend,
Pennsylvania, where it occupies a stall about the size of a
small house.

557. Have sleeping cars ever been provided on arf
tramway ? *

On the tramway which connects a number of towns near
Buenos Ayres, South America, and which flas a total length of
some 200 miles, sleeping cars are provided for the comfort of
the passcrgzers. These cars are stated to be curiosities. They
are four in number, 18ft. in length, and are furnished with four
berths-each, which arg made to,~oll up when wot in use. /The
cars are furnished with lavatories, water-coolers, linen-prssses,
and othet conveniences, and are,.finished throughout with

any. The opher rolling-stock comprised, a-few years

. ago, " four Qduble-uecked open cars, twenty platform cars,
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twenty gondola cars, six);efrigerator cars, four poultry cars
(furnished with coops), eight cattle cars, two derrick cars for
lifting heavy material, and 200 box cars.

558. Whieh letter of the alphabet is most frequently
* usedsin the English language ?

The letter e, which is the only letter in the Jinglish language
which is used oftener than 100 times out of every thousand
letters employed. The e stands first also as regards frequency
of user in the French, German, Italian, and Spanish languages.
The following letters are the ten Knglish ones most frequently

used, namely :—
Out of every 1,000 Out of every 1,000
letters used. letters used. .
137 70

Il el )

As initial letters the order is very different ; the ordersof the
ten most frequently so used being: R, S, C, P, A) T, D, M, F,
and I. The four letters most seldom used are z, j, q,and x ;
while the four least frequently used as initial letters are K, Y,
Z,and X. Other languages would require the various letters
in different proportions. In Latin and French q and u would
be deficicnt, h would be in excess, and w would be needless.
The Welsh langnage requires a larger supply of d, y, w, and 1,
and does not require j, k, q, or x.

559. Where are University degrees bought and sold ?

This is the case in conncction with some of the smaller
Universitics and colleges in the United States. Some Uni-
versities in Germany used to be equally lax in granting
degrces “in absence” fér a fee, and (sométimes) on receipt
of a Latin essay which could casily be written by a deputy.

hus, an Englishinan in the last century obtniined the degree
of Doctor of Divinity (in absence) for a dertain * Anghcus
Ponto,” who turned out to be his dog. Professor Mommsen’s
exertions some years ago stopped this pragtice in Germany,
and it has also be® checked in the United States. It is still,
however, open to obtain an American degree for a payment
rgnging from. £7 to £10. Not long ago the English secretaty
of an American University notified the Britigh public that®he
wos prepared to secure for gny man desiring it a degree or
diplema, of the University he represented, for a nonginal sum.e
Either %Le degree of LT.Ip, or M.D., or any other #& available,
if the person desiring it 18 willing to Py the sum reguired,
varying from £7 to £10. Of course, some gyillence of study
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and ability is necessary, but no, examination is required.
During the last few years a large ﬁlmber of degrees of this
sort have been acquired by men practising as doctors, and by
clergymen and others.

560. Which British artist was elected mayor of his native
town ? ' v

Sir Joshna Reynolds, son of the Rev. Samuel Reynolds, Rector
of Plympton 5t. Mary, was born at Plympton on the 16th of
July, 1723. Tifty years afterwards, in 1773, two honours were
conferred upon this celebrated artist. He was created Doctor of
Civil Law (D.C.L.) by the University of Oxford, and he was
clected Mayor of Plympton, his native town, a circumstarnce
which gave him great gratification. He presented the Corpora-
tion with his portrait upoh the occasion, which that body subse-
quently sold. Soon after Sir Joshua’s election as mayor, it
happened that he was walking with some friends in Hampton
Court gardens, avhen they suddeply and unexpectedly met the
King, accompanied by some of the Royal Family. The King
called Sir Joshua to him, and said that he had been informed
of his election to the office of mayor of his native town. Sir
Joshua assured His Majesty that 1t was an honour which gave
him more pleasure than any he had received in his life ; but,
recollecting himself, added, *“except that which your Majesty
was graciously pleased to confer on me.”

561. What cathedral in this country has been longest
in course of erection ?

Dristol Cathedral was commence¢d by Abbot Knowlz in 1306,
and was only completed in 1888, with the erection of the
western towers, and thus 582 years elapscd between its com-
mencement and its completion. (loucester Cathedral was in
course of erection from 1089 to 1514, or a period of 425 years.
The erection of Peterborough Cathedral extended over 410
years ; that of Durham, 407 ; that of Exeter, 366 ; St. David's,
342 ; Lichfield, 272 ; Norwich, 192. Canterbury Cathedral ig
erected on the site of the first Christian church ever built
in England, The erection of York Cathedral occupied 301
years, from 1171 to 1472. The first stone of its choir was laid
on July 19th, 1361, by Archbishop Thoresby; a statue of whom
is to be seen over the magnificent and incomparable east
window of; this, the finest Gothic church in England. Tlis
window is said tq be unrivalled in the world for its magnitude
and beauty ; it is 78ft. in height and 33{t*>in width, and
ccontains 200 compartments. The large window in Gloucester
Cathedral® s rather larger, being 72ft. by 38&ft., but the under
vart js-unglazed.
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562, Which church jn tlﬁs country has the widest nave ?

The nave of St. Michacls Church at Coventry, which has
two aisles on each side of the central one, is 125ft. in width,
the whole church being 293ft. 9in. in length. The nave of
York Minster is 1043{t. in width and 264ft. in length ; next
to it in width is the nave of Brompton Oratory. The order,
or entablature, is carried to a height of 50ft. on twin Corinthian
Eilasters with a pedestal base; both composed of solid

locks of Devonshirc marble, many of which weigh three tons
each. The height of the nave to the interior vaulting is 73ft.
Intersecting the nave at its junction with the Sanctuary are
two transepts of 50ft., and between them rises the dome, 53ft.
in interior diameter, and about 125ft. in height from the floor
level to the ceiling. The nave of the Ca Tedral Church of
St. Paul's, London, is 102ft. wide and 212ft. in length.
Westminster Abbey has a nave which measures 713ft. in
width and 1661t in length. &The entire church is 5111ft. in
length. Probably, in proportion to length, no church has a
wider nave than than of St. Mary Magdalen in Oxford, ewhich
has four aisles. The nave is through its whole width from
east to west 30yds., or 90ft., while the whole length of the
church is 26yds., or 78ft.

563. In what part of the world is there still a place of
refuge, on reaching which criminals are free
from capture ?

In Scotland there still exists a sanctnary for debtors in the
Abbey ahd Palace of Helyrood, with its precincts. The
sanctuary is placed under the control of a bailie, appointed
by the Duke of Hamilton. When a debtor retires to the
sanctuary, he has twenty-four hours’ protection, but in order to
extend tfle privilege longer hie must be enrolled on the books of
the Abbey. The sanctuary affords no proteetion to a criminal
or fraudulent debtor, or to a Crown debtor. Another sanctuary
wxists in Hawaii, called the Rock of Refugé. 1f a criminal
seach this refuge before he can be captured, he is safe so long as
he remains there. His family can and usually do supply him
with food until hegis able to make his escape, but he is never
allowed to return o his own tribe. In China, the Buddhist
religion allows men to become priests at an advanced period
of life for the purpose of escaping from impending justice. _In
some instances, Buddhist temples are regarded as inviolable
salfctuaries for transgressors of the law.e Formerly there were
mafly sanctuaries in lindland, just as the Cities of Raefuge were®
appointed by the laws of Mcses for one who had killed another
intentionally, to prevent the relations of stheslain taking the
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Jaw into their, own hands, as the A{rabs still do in such cases.
The Church ot St. John at Beverfey, in Yorkshire, was thus
privilegzed in the time of the Saxons; St. Buryan’s, in Corn-
wall, by Athelstan, in 935; Westminster Abbey by Edward
the Confessor, as Broad Sanctuary still commemorates by its
name ; St. Martin-le-Grand, London, in 1529. This immunity
for crime being much abused, it was limited Ly the Pope in
1503, at the request of Henry VIL. of England, and much
reduced in 1540. Among other places in London where
persons were free from arrest were the Minories, Salisbury
Court, Whitefriars, Fullwood’s Rents, Mitre Court, Baldwin’s
Gardens, the Savoy Clink, Deadman’s Place, Montague Close,
and the Mint. This .security was abolished in 1697, but
lasted in some degree till the rcign of George II. in 1727.

564. Did any horse ever come in second in every raee
run ip any one year,?

Such has been the case with Mr. C. D. Rose’s horse, Ravens-
bury,, which was second in every race it entered for in the year
1893, with the exception of the Forty-fifth Triennial Produce
Stakes, run Wednesday, September 27th, in which it came in a
winner. In 1892 he was second to Queen of Navarre at York,
ard to Isinglass for the Middle Park Plate; while in 1893 his

record was as follows : —
Value of Stakes.
Second to Watch Tower, Newmarket Biennial . £570

ss s Isinglass, Two Thousand 4,250
A ’ erby ......... ..... » 0,455
»  » Ragotsky, Grand Prix of *Pa 10,667

ws 3 Isinglass, St. Leger ............. . e 5,300

In 1856 Mr. Padwick’s horse, Yellow Jack, was equally
unfortunate in being second in all his races for {hat year. His
record was :—

Second to Fazzoletto, Two Thousand

s 3 OnetAct, Chester Cup. .

ss 3 Ellington, Derby ..... ..

» n Fly-by-Night, Ascot De

» 3 Rogerthorpe, Goodwool Cup ..... .. .......... .

¢ 4, ,, Prince of Orange, Sweepstakes, Dag caster ...

565. Are.any workhouse children in this country taught
ths art of begging ?

HMany 6f the children in the East-end of London are trained

in the arts and blandishments of, begging by dld hands at ¢he

business who have retired from active opergtions, A curipus

sight is tdebe witnessed on the roasl facing-the Epsom race-

¢o On Derby Day and Oaks Day a large number of

. thie children atierdihg a workhouse school can be seen holding




TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS, 267

cut their caps for copperg from the passers-by. This might
be termed an object-lessan in mendicancy, and thus mdny
children are shown how profitable the begging trade,
under favourable circumstances, can be made. The money
they collect js expended:on a school treat at the Crystal
Palace. The amount collected in 1893, all in coppers, was
£144 12s. 4d.

566. In which European country are mining royalties
highest ? ‘

This, according to the report of the Royal Commission on
Mining Royalties, is the United Kingdom. They state that
the minimum royalty in the United Kingdom is higher than
in France, Belgium, Germany, or any‘other European country.
The amount paid as royalties on coal and mfetal worked in the
United Kingdom in 1889 was £1,665,043. The United
Kingdom royalties on coal arg said to average,from £1 to £2
per acre of surface area, though in exceptional cases they vary
from £2 to £5. On iron-stone the royalty varies fromfs. ad.
to 6d. per ton, and in lead mines the royalty is fixed on a
sliding scale. It is difficult to compare royalties in this
country with what are supposed to be equivalent payments
in other countries, for the term “royalty” does not occyr
abroad, and the royalty system as in operation in this country
does not scem to be understood by those engaged in mining in
foreign countries. In Belginm, it is stated that royalties
ranging from 1s. 3d. to 4s. per ton are paid, but there, as in
nearly all foreign countrice, the minerals are worked under
concessions from the State, and payments by way of special
taxes and license fees hiwe to be made in respect of such
concessions. Mr. James (PConnor, Secretary of the National
Coalporters’ Union, says,that of the 30s. paid in T.ondon for
a ton of coal, the landlord receives a royalty, or mining rent,
of 1s. 2d. ; the colliery lessees and merchants}16s. ; the railway
and shipping interests, Ss. 1d. ; the miners, ;3. 1d. ; the coal-
porters and others, 1s. 7d. It is certain that $he miners receive
more in this country than in any other Buropean country
though their shage may seem small evem in the Unised
Kingdom. But the landowner rcceives less than anyone else,
while his estate is ruined for all other purposes.

567. Where is the most popular open-air bathing pand
in this eountry ? o
Victoria Park, Longon. *In this fhrk as many as 25,000,
bathers have been counted on a morning in Augftt, before
eight o'clock. During theé summer of 1893, there were never
fewer than 4,000 or 5000 hathers in the,’lake {rom four
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o’clock in the morning up to 8 a.m, and between 20,000 and
30,000 bathe there in the course of the evening. The lake is
ahout 300ft. lohg, and varies in ddpth from 3ft. to 54ft. The
Serpentine is one of the most popular open-air bathing places
in this country. From January 1st to Augnst 20th, 1893, the
total number of bathers were 144,979 in the mornings .and
123,589 in the evenings, the gross total being thus 268,563,
or considerably more than a quarter of a million.

568. Where is the most heavily insured building in
England ?

In the City of London, the Cathedral Church of St. Paul
being insured for £95,000, in ten offices. Great precautions
are taken to prevent this church being injured or set fire to by
lightning, on a plan suggested by the Royal Society as far
back as 1769. The seven iron scrolls which support the ball
and cross are connected with other rods, used as conductors,
which unite them with severa) large iron bars descending
obliquely to the stonework of the lantern, and connected by an
iron ring with four other iron bars to the leaden covering of
the great cupola, a distance of 50ft. Thence the communication
is continued downwards by the rain-water pipes to the lead-
covered roof, and thence again by leaden water-pipes, which
pess down into the earth, partly through iron and partly
through lead. The clock and bell towers are similarly
protected. 1f Moscow Cathedral were insured to cover the
cost of erection, the policy would require to be for two and a
half millions sterling.

569. Which cathedral in the’world has the loftiest
choir ?

The Cathedral of St. Pierre, in Beauvaiz, France. Tts
choir, which is the loftiest in the world, is 153ft. in height
from the pavement to the roof. The lofty choir of St. Peter's
at Rome is 150ft. from the tloor. Another cathedral rewark-
able for the height of its choir is that of Amiens, which ig
140ft. high. The loftiest choir in this country is that of
York Minster, which is 1201t. in height. The choir of West-
minster Abbey is 102ft. high, while that of St. Paul’s, London,
is 100ft. s
570. Is there any surpliced choir of women choristers

e in this country ?

One<such chofr is to be found in Londomy at St. Jameg's,
“'Westmore{and Streev, Marylvbone. where the woynen
choristers; wearing cassocks, snrggces, amd collegiate - caps,
todlg their Places in the choir for thé first time on Sunday, the



TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS. 269

3rd of July, 1892. Surpliged choirs of women choristers have
also been installed at churches in Manchester, Birmingham,
Wakefield, and Wincheste#. Surpliced womeh choir singers
have been introduced into the Epiphany Church choir in
Washington. They wear plain gowns of white, with flowing
slesves and deep edges of black. On their heads they wear
simple toques, with tassels of cord. The Rev. H. Hutchings,
Kilclooney Rectory, Markethill) Armagh, has lately built at his
own expense an ai)bey in the rectory grounds, and formed a
female choir as a special feature of its services. The choir
consists of about twenty ladies, each of them wearing a robe
and girdle of white linen and a Bishop Cosin’s cap. At the
late Canon Ellerton’s church at White Roding, Essex, the
choir entirely consisted of little girls, dressed in white robes
and caps. .

571. Has a newspaper ever been printed on calico?

The first number of °Berthold’s Political Handkerchief,” a
newspaper printed on calico} is dated Saturday, September
3rd, 1831. The reason it was thus printed was to evade the
stamp duty, which at that time was 6d. on each newSpaper,
whereas the handkerchief was sold for 4d. It was a four-page
sheet, measuring 18in. by 1lin., illustrated on the front page
with a woodeut entitled “ Napoleon Crossing the Alps,” and
contains, with other matter, the programme of the ceremonial
of the coronation of King William and Queen Adelaide, and
also what is said to be “ A remarkable prophecy of the
Emperor Napoleon as regards England, France, Russia, and
other European States.” A newspaper printed on calico was

ublished in Greenock, 1849. It was known as the ¢ Grecnock

ews Clout, and when read could be used as a pocket-
handkerchief.

572. Who was the first Oriental to have the title of
baronet conferred on him ? )

Sir Jamsetjee Jecjecbhoy, Bart., an eminent, Parsee merchant,

of Bombay. He was born in [Bombay im 1783, of humblc

*parentage, and had to make his own way in the world. As his
wealth increased, the tendency to share it with the ncedy, or

to spend it for the public benefit, began to develop itself. » In

1822 he released all the poor debtors confined by the Court of

Requests from the Bombay gaol, by the simple process of

paying their debts. From that time to his death, in 1839, the

sigeam of his beneficence scarcely slacked®in its flow. e
digpensed in philanthrgpic sBrvices the vast sum of £300,000.
TE& dignity of baronet was instituted in England s 1611, th®
first baronet being Sir WNiclLolas Bacon, of Redsrave Hall,
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Suffolk. A similar dignity was instituted in Treland in 1619,
the first baronet being Sir Dominickj3arsficld, Chief Justice o
the Irish Court of Common Pleas. "The first Scottish baronct
was Sir Robert' Gordon of Gordonsbone.

573. In what part of the United Kingdom was each parish
church in olden times provided with a gun?

In the Isle of Wight, where, in the time of ldward VI, ev?ary
yarish church posscssed its gun. They were all of brass, and
cast by two brothers named Owen, or, as the inscription on the
guns 1an: “Richard and John Owvine, Brethren.,” Most of
these guns were sold carly in the present century.  The guns of
Calbourne and Shalflect churches were sold about 1808 ; that
of the Calbournc gun being noted in the parish register for
that year. Carisbrooke gun was sold as recently as 1850 for
£30, to raise funds to pay for the building of a wall round the
additional burying ground. This gun was a year or two ago
seen at the Tower, with the name “ Caresbrook” on 1t,
lying on the . ground amongst other ancient pieces of
ordnance. Brading gun, the only one now on the island,
lies at Nunwell, on the lawn in front of the house. It has
the names of the Owvines on it, and the date 1519. At a
general muster held in 1653, twenty parish church guns were
brought to Carisbrooke Clastle. Church towers in this country
were not infrequently used as parochial fortresses. This was
especially the case on the English border, as in Cumberland,
where the towers of Newton Arlosh Church, of the Church of
Burgh-on-the Sands, and of Great Salkeld appear to bave been
constructed with a view to shelter the inhabitants of those
villages upon any sudden invasiontfrom the borders' of Seot-
Jand, and for that purpose were strengly fortiied.  The church
towers at Manorbier, St. Florence, Dcnally, Warren, St.
Twinell, and St. Petrox have all been built so as to be of great
service from a military point of view.

574. Whieh animal walks on its head ?

The cuttle-fish,.belonging to the highest class of mollusca— ,
or Cephalopoda—a term derived from two Greck words, the
former signgfying a head and the latter a foot, and so applied’
because the feet or arms, as they might also be called, are
arrdnged in a circular manner round the mocth A cuttle-fish,
when 1t is what may be called walking, either on land or at the
bottom of fhe sea, walks with its head downwards, its mouth
touching the ground, the arms extending and grappling some
supporfing object‘and drawing the body forwatd ; at the sam>

ime the arms at_the oppo-ite side are contracted and folded
up,igo as tq assist by a contrary m,ovemetﬁ.‘ On shore the
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»movement of these animals is very slow. On the other
hand, they swim very rapidly, assistea by all their arms. The
ratel, which is famjliar 3o cvery visitor to the Zoological
Gardens, is in the habit of gonstantly going through the most
extraordinary performances. Every time it reaches either end
of its course, it puts its head on the ground, turns a complete
somersault, and resumcs its course. At intervals it walks into
its bath, rolls about the water for a second or two, and then
addresses itsclf with renewed vigour to its curious antics.

575. Is there any simple means of purifying the air of
schools, factories, ete.?

The following is perhaps the simplest method of doing so.
Purc oil of turpentine mixed with about 1 per cent. of oil of
lavender flowers, and unsed in the form of a spray from an
atomizer, purifics wonderfully the air of school, factory,
sleeping, and other rooms. 1t is surprising how refreshing
this mode is for the occupants, the action being due to the
ozone formed, which at the same time is perfumed with
fragrant lavender.  Ventilatioh and pure air are’such essentials
to health, especially where large numbers of workers or
children have to remain in shop or room for any ledgth of
time, that purification of the air in some way such as the
above should be enforced by regulations.

576. What is the weight of the heaviest married coupte
on reeord ?

Eighty-two stone. This couple—Mr. and Mrs. Chauncey
Morlan —who recently visited this country, have the unpre-
cedented pweicht of 1,1481b. Mrs. Morlan is described as a
p]ea.snnt-f'a.ced, bright-eyed, intelligent young woman, and a
first-rate conversationalist. Born at St. Louis, she was, when
only twenty years of age, 6ft. 2in. in height, and turned the scale
at 40st.  Curiously enough, neither of her pdrents were stout.
From her childhood she Yook on flesh to an alarming extent.
Mr. Morlan is his wife’s senior by one year ofly, is 5ft. 10in. in
%eight, and weighs 42st. He was born at Rackville, and when

lad was nearly as broad as he was lon§. He has been
&xhibiting for ten years, and enjoys the life imfnensely. Hanson
Craig, of Kentucky, was a considerably heaier man than Mr.
Morlan. His weight was 5Gst. 8lb., and it required 37yds” of
cloth to make him a suit. .

577. What was the form of the most peculiar type-
writer ever made ? » °

Phis copsisted of rubber gleves, einbagsed with the various

let#ss and other cha.ra.dte;§ required in typewritir:g. These®
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characters were distributed over theqipper and under surfaces
of the gloves, and were to be impréssed ,on the paper by the
proper movements of the hand, he inventor claiming that
thus the results ordinarily achieved by a combination of
springs and wires might be accomplished by the muscles and
nerves of the hands themselves. The most useful letters,
those most frequently required, were placed 6n the middle
joints of the fingers of the two hands. It is almost needless
to say that a considerable amount of ingenuity was required
to work it, and insure the printing of the proper characters.

578. Which eity’s gates in the United Kingdom bore the
most curious inseription ?

Those of the ancient city of Galway, in Ireland. The
gates faced north, south, east, and west respectively, and were
built to ward off attacks from the four warlike and war-loving
Irish tribes that dwelt around. On each gate was a motto,
alliterative ang pregnant with. meaning. The north gate
bore this inscription : “ From the ferocious O'Flahertys, good
Lord deliver us.” On the west gate was : “ From the murderous
O'Maddens, good Lord preserve us.” The inscription over
the south gate read : “From the devilish O’Dalys, good Lord
defend us” ; while that on the eastern gate was: “From the
cut-throat O’Kellys, good Lord save and keep us.”

579. Who is the possessor of the most valuable fishing-
rod ?

H.R.H. the Princess of Wales. It was presented to her by
Messrs. G. Little and Co., of Londnn, through the President
of the National Fisheries Exhibition, held at Norwich, 1881,
and is worth £40. The rod is in six joints, is mounted in gold,
and is fitted with carved ivory stoppers, showiitg the Prince of
Wales’s feathers. Some expensive rods are made, for
exhibition purposes, with ivory and inlaid butts, and silver
and- gold fittings. Various materials are used for the
manufacture of  tishing-rods ; of wood-—lancewood, green~
heart, waghaba, nicobar, blue mahoe, hickory, ash, red
deal, hazél, also snakewood, cedar, and beefwood; of
cane—Xast Indian mottled, South Caroling white, Japanese
or Tonquin, Spanish white cane, bamboo, of jungle cane. The
wood arriyes in balks, measuring 18ft. to 20ft. long, by 20in.
to 24in. square. These are sawn up into planks of 5ft. to 6ft.
long, and about din. thick. These are stored, in large timber
sheds, specially constgucted with a view to the thorou@h
cseasoning of the wood, which takes from gne to three y&uss.
When. perféctly scasoned, these planizs are 8gain taken to the
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sawmnill, and divided int;) lengths of the required thickness,
and then handed to the rqgl maker, who, by hahd, with a plane,
reduces them to the required size. Top joints are usually
spliced with jungle cane. The ferrules are then put on, and
the rod tapered, so that an even play is obtained from buty to
ti. This beang a work of great nicety, only a few excel in
producing a first-class rod. Boring is a very delicate operation,
requiring great skill and care, or otherwise the butt will be
destroyed by the long auger passing through the side. Rods
are made in all lengths, from 9ft. to 20ft., and in two to twelve
joints.

580. Who has the finest collection of book-plates (ex-~

libris) in this eountry ?

Mr. A. W. Franks, C.B., of the British Museum, has one of
the largest, if not the largest collection extant, whilst Mr.
James Roberts Brown, F.R.G.S., the chairman of the Ex-Libris
Society for the year 1893,shas a beautiful® collection, all
duly classified ; it numbers several thousand specimens. Dr.
Howard, of the Heralds’ College, has a collection ®which
contains many thousands of book-plates of all nationalities.
He is known to have refused ten guineas for a single specimen
of the sixteenth century. Collectors of book-plates have been
known to buy up whole libraries of second-hand books, merely
for the sake of the treasures to be obtained from a few of
them in the shape of rare and curious plates, which may
sometimes prove to be worth a great deal more than the books
out of which they are removed. The earliest engraved book-
plate at dPresent known is®that of Sir Nicholas Bacon, father
of Lord Chancellor Bacon, which is dated 1574.

581. Has a straight rainbow ever been seen ?

This peculiar phenomenon was witnessed at Aboyne on the
morning of the 26th of May, 1893. Stretchiag along the falls
of Morven and Culblean, and slightly below the top of the
Jormer, was a iagnificent ribbon, exhibiting the full spectrum
of colours from red to violet-—in fact, a perfect rainbow ; but
without the slightest curve. The sun was shining brightly in
the east, while it was raining on Morven, which accounts for
the colours, though ™ is not so easy to account for the absence
of the arch. The lowest part of the ribbon showed the least
refrangible colours. A white rainbow was seen in Edinburgh
in January, 1878. A very remafkable mist-bew, or fog-bow,
wam witnessed by Mr. Edward Whymper, in descending the

.Magssrhorn, immediately®after the disastrous accident which *
signalized his first ascent #n 1865, and is figured, 8s well as
described, in his work. In this case the cirgglar bows.were

& . 19
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accompanied by straight, perpendimﬁar, iridescent lines, which
appeared by their intersections with the bows to produce
figurés in the form of a cross. *

582. Has an elephant ever performed on the tight-rope ?

Pliny, the famous Latin historian, relates that Nero gave
great and most magnificent games in honour of his mother, on
which occasion an elephant introduced into the theatre
mounted an arch on the top of it, and from thence walked upon
a rope with a man on his back; and at the Floral Games,
Galba exhibited rope-dancing elephants. He records another
exhibition of four elephants advancing along ropes. Many
menageries and animal trainers have exhibited tight - rope
walking elephants. Cope, in his “ Natural History,” relates
some curious instawnces of elephantine cleverness. One was
known to write Latin characters on a blackboard with a
piece of chalk, in a very orderly manner, upon his keeper
showing him the figure of each letter. While thus employed,
the elephant’s eyes might be observed studiously cast down
upon “he writing, and exhibiting an appearance of great skill
and erudition. Ifour young elephants, trained by Mlle.
Telezerow, were able to perform on the tight-rope and walk
on upright bottles after six months’ instruction. The first
Iorse that walked on the tight-rope belonged to Mr. Cornford,
whose establishment had its head-quarters in the island of
Jersey, and is now called “Rousby’s.” A carriage dog was
recently shown in a circus which had been taught to perform

very cleverly on a single wire. R

583. Has a lady ever been admitted to the membership
of the Royal Academy ?

Two ladies have been admitted to the membership of the
Royal Academy. One was Maria Angelica Kaufmann, a
digtinguaished artist, born at Coire, in the Grisons, in Switzer-
land, October 30th, 1741. She acquired the first principles of
drawing and painting from her father, whom she soon excelled.
At-Milan, Florence, Rome, and Naples she increased her skill ;
and when, in 1766, she came to England, she was patronized
by Royalty, and her reputation and succeys quickly increased.
In 1768 she became one of the first members of the Royal
Academy.; She‘remained here seventeen years; married
Aatonio-Zucchi, a Venetian painter, in England, in July, 1781,
and died at' Rbme on November 5th, 1807% Many of her
, baintings were engrated by Battolozzi, but her reputation”not

resting, T is said, on any solid basis of exgllence in arf;has

away. The other lady m¥mber, Mary Moser, after
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" wards Mrs. Lloyd, was tie daughter of the first keeper of the
Academy. She obtajned distinction as a tlower painter.

584. What European bod¥ of actors have official robes ?

All the members of the “Comédie Francaise” company of
actors, Palais Royal, Paris, have gorgeous official robes of
scatlet and ermine. In other French theatres they are obliged
to grovide their own dresses ; a serious consideration, with
modern requirements, when one character-costume may cost
several thousand francs. The dress worn by Febre in
“Henri 1II. et la Cour” is said to have cost 10,000 francs
(£400). The dresses of the “ Comédie Francaise” are magnifi-
cent. They are not usually ready before the dress rehearsal,
although one actor insists upon rehearsing for some time in
his dress, being anxious to take off the effect of the glare,
which he does not consider artistic, and als® to become accus-
tomed to his strange attire, so as not to feel in any way
impeded by it.

585, In which country is’the largest athount given
yearly to charitable institutions ? -

In the United States. The State of New York alone gives
more to charitable institutions than any European country.
The three European countries which stand at the head of the
list of givers for charitable purposes, and the amounts give
annually, are: The United Kingdom, £10,040,000; France,
£5,554,000 ; and Italy, £2,280,000. The New York State Board
of Charities, in their report published in 1892, stated that the
amount devoted in the previous year to charitable purposes in

. that State was £10,800,0000(54,000,000 dollars), exclusive of
' money raised for such purposes by small societies and private
persons. An article in a New Orleans paper, commenting on
this state of things, says that enormous sums find their way to
the charity coffers of the -United States, and points out that
the tendency of charity on this stupendous scale is to establish
and foster an ever-increasing army of those who depend upon
- 4he aid of the charitably disposed, and cease toput forth their
pgwer of self-maintenance though well able to,do so. .

586. What is the weight of the heaviest jcommon trout
ever caughd by an angler ? ‘

Twenty-nine pounds, which was the weight of one caught
on Loch Stenness, in Orkney, in 1888, One caught on a
branch of the Avon at Salisburysweighed 2513 One caugitt
by Sir Trevor Wheler in 1828, on the Biver Avon, between
Ri.nﬁvood and Christchusch, whilst trol ing for pike, weighed
20§{b. In November, 1846pa trout 40in. in length,wwveighing.
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2141b.,, was caught in the Tawe, :(ear Drayton Manor, and
presented by Sir R. Peel to Professor Qwen. A portrait of
this fish is stilf in the possession of. the family of the late Sir
Robert Pecl. A trout, captured by a man named Turpin, in
1888, on the Itchen at Winchester, weighed 161h. 20z. A large
trout was caught on May 16th, 1893, at 1wood, Congresbury.
Its weight was 13lb. 4oz, its length 2ft. 6in.sand 1ts gfrth
1ft. 6in. The usual weight of sea trout runs from 1lb. to 3lb.
or 41b., but larger specimens are constantly met with—one, for
example, a male, was taken in July, 1840, at Sanstill fishery,
on the Tweed, 37in. in length, 22in. in girth, and which
weighed 24110 .

587. Has a pirate ever beecome an English archbishop ?

Launcelot Blackburne, who was appointed Archbishop of
York in 1724, is said to have been a pirate in early life. When
a youth at Cambridge he was so wild that nothing could be
done with him, and he finished by taking a fiddle out of his
tutor’s room, and played his way up to London. There, driven
by wynt, he shipped as cabin boy on board a collier, which
was captured in Yarmouth Roads by the celebrated pirate
ship, Dlack Broom, then commanded by the dreaded Redmond
of the Red Hand. Blackburne contrived to find favour with
the captain and crew of the pirate, and served in her for
several years till, on the death of Redmond, he was elected
captain.  After muking a large fortune by piracy, he returned
to England ; Sir Robert Walpole, the great Whig statesman,
being then in power. Blackburne returned to Cambridge,
restored the fiddle (which he had never parted with in all his
wanderings) in a silver case to his tutor, took his degree, and
was eventually ordained. As Blackburne was a Whig, Sir
Robert Walpole found him and his money very useful, and
after a variety of Church preferment, by the influence of
Walpole, he in duc season mounted the archiepiscopal throne
of-York.

588. Who owlis the most valuable pair of skates in the

. world ? )

The DuRke of York is president of the National Skating
Association, and through the medium of the society was
recently presented with a handsome pPiir of skates as a
wedding presént.. They are worth £30. There is among the
many treasures at Windsor Castle a pair of skates which were
presented many years ago td the late Prince Consort. They
are of exquisite worksnanship, and were valued at seventydive
guineas. ¢ It is said that the Prince, when he.accepted thegift,
exﬁqgssed‘thc opinion that the skales were oo good to wear,
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and that he should ]al;tcc¥lletll among the wany other articles
which he valued. fle keut his word, and had another pair
made which he could use.’ The Princess of Wales is fond of
skating, and has a pair of skates which are reckoned to be
worth £20.

589. Where s the longest bridge in the world ?

The longest bridge in the world is said to he one called the
Lion Bridge near Sangang, in China. It is stated to extend
5% miles over an arm of the Yellow Sea, and to be supported
by 300 huge stone pillars, that the roadway is 70ft. above the
water, and is inclosed in an iron network, the breadth being
20ft. A marble lion, 21ft. long, rests on the crown of each
pillar.  The bridge of Esseck, in Hungary, built over the
rivers Danube and Drave, is five miles in Emgth, fortified by
towers at certain distances; but it may be rather regarded
as a continuation of bridges. The new Tay Bridge was
built to replace the one blpwn down on IJecember 28th,
1879. It is situated 60ft. further up the river than the old
bridge, and is about two milcs long. The greatest bridge in
the world in respect of enormous dimensions is the Forth
Bridge, completed about five years ago. Itslength, including
viaduct, is 8,098ft. ; length of central girder, 350ft. ; length
of spans, 1,710ft. each ; diameter of piers, 49ft. ; length of the
three cantilevers, 5,350ft. ; width of cach cantilever at top,
33[t. ; average weight of masonry in each of the great piers,
18,000 tons; weight of steel used in the entire structure,
51,000 tons. The cost of the bridge and its connecting lines
of railwa¥ was over £3,000,800.

590. Where are the largest coral islands found ?

Coral formations have been divided, according to their
geological character, into ,three classes. The first fringes the
shores of islands or continents (fringing reefs); the second,
rising from the deep occan, at a greater distance from <the
wand, encircles an island, or stretches like-a barrier along
the coast (barrier reefs); the third, inclosing a lagoon, forms
A ring or annular breakwater round an interior lake (atolls
or lagoon islands). The first are not coral islands. The
largest of the sccomd class is that which fronts the north-
east of Australin. It has a length of over a thousand
miles, with an average width of thirty miles, or an area of over
30,000 square miles. This monster reef iy known as #he
“(great Barrier Reef,” and is the largest known coral formation
onghe globe. Of the third class, amofigst the largest atollse
known are those of the }Yaldives, in the Indian Ogban. The
largest atoll of this group is eighty-eight miles long and
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twenty broad, while another is ft#ty-fqur miles by thirty-
four miles. Phe point of specigl interest in the structure
of these atolls 1s the occurrence of atolls within the
Jarger atolls. The isles of the lagoon and those of the
encircling reef arc in many cascs annular reefs, each with
its own little lagoon. (Gems within gems are diere clustédred
together, The Maldive Islands form the Kingdom of Malediva,
with a population of 150,000, the ruler of which glories in the
title of “ Sultan of the Thirteen Atolls and Twelve Thousand
Isles.” There are many large coral islands in the Pacific Ocean.
Nairsa, or Dean’s Island, in the Paumotic group, has an arga
of 1,000 square miles ; Menchikoff Atoll, in the Carolines, has
an area of 500 square miles ; an island in the Radack group is
- fifty-two miles long and twenty miles broad ; and many others
of considerable sizt are to be found in the vast groups abound-
ing in the Pacific Ocean. When it is borne in mind that coral
islands are formed by puny zoopnytes—creatures lowest in the
scale of animal life—their great ‘extent and vast numbers are
marvellous.
591, Is there any race of people where the women
are never seen beyond their own villages ?

One of the tribes in Algeria, the Beni M’zab, who belong to
the Ibadite sect, and are the Puritans of El-Islam, have this
custom, and no woman of this race of people has ever been
seen beyond her own village. Among the inhabitants of Tibet,
in Central Asia, the men arc nomadic or wanderers, but the
women live a settled life in villages. Some men remain for
the protection of the property, arfl this is connected with a
peculiar custom. The Tibetans practise polygamy, but not of
the sort distinguished as polygyny, or having many wives, but
of the kind named polyandry, or having many husbands. A
woman is married to all the brothers of a family. When the
eldest is at home, she always belongs to him ; but at other
times she belongs to the one who remains at home, or to either
of the others. They plead in defence that their nomadic lifc
will not affigrd to support a wife for each brother. ‘

592. Where is there a town built in a voleano ?

The City of Baku, on the western coast®f the Caspian Sea,
named by:the natives “the Town of Fire,” is situated in the
very midst of a voleano. Its site rests on naphtha, and it
is the greatest ,centre and source of petrolgum in the Old
World, -rivalling the pil-springs,of Kentucky or Pennsylvaaia,

:in’ the#United States. The oil-springs a§ Baku jbegaw. to,
in W63, and in twenty-seven years Yiclded over five
thousand willions, of gallons of petroloum, the value of
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which at pit was twen\y—six millions sterling. That portion
of Russia is compared to a sponge plunged in mineral
oil. The soil is continualjy giving forth the litjuid lava, either
in the form of mud volcanoes or of natural springs. These
springs overflow in steeams so abundantly that it is hopeless
tq store their contents for want of rescrvoirs; so that the oil
is much wasted. Often it catches fire and burns for weeks.
The air, too, impregnated with naphtha vapour, when the oil is
thus vomited forth, is then aglow all round Baku. The oil
merchants, Nobel Brothers, who are said to own fifty of these
wells, plugged down several as not required for the present ;
but one of them suddenly spouted thirty million gallons to the
surface ; and not long ago, the great Droobja fountain thero
rose to the height of 300ft., and ejccted oil at the rate of somo
thousands of tons a day.

593. Where does the legal age of an individual date from
baptism ? -

3 ']

In Hungary, the legal age of an individual is reckoned to
date only from baptism, no matter at what period of«dife that
takes place. In 1892 a woman was arrested at Presburg, in
Hungary, charged with recciving stolen goods. She pleaded
infancy, and that <he could not consequently be held answer-
able by Hungarian law for what she had done. After adjowrn-
ment for serious cogitation on the point, the learned tribunal
declared the defence to be a good one, and that the prisoner,
a woman of forty, was legally only six months old, thus giving
her a score of years to turn to dishonest account with
impunity. In Japan, agesis legally counted from the first day
of January following birth.

594. Which birds are the best dancers ?

The best dancer is the Jacana. This bird, a large rail, with
very long toes and beautiful greenish-gold feathers under the
wings, stops feeding every little while, rusges to one spdt, to
the number of six or a dozen, and then all 'move about in a
cluster with wings raised. The Ypecaha, a#rue rail, does the
same, and prepares smooth places bheforchand for the dances.
These birds make_their own music, screatiing loudly whilst
engaged in the daflce, and evidently taking the utmost delight
in this form of amusement. Cockatoos have been trained to
dance -to the tune of *“The Man that Broke the ]ia;.nk
at Monte Carlo.” In Northern America large numbers
of the grouse species maet everye morning during the
Tweeding season on a®selected level spot, andehere thd$
ran round and round #h a circle of about 15%t. or 20ft.

2 . - - -
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in diameter, so that the ground is woﬁ quite bare like a fairy
ring. In these ‘‘ partridge dances,” as they are called by the
hunters, the biads assume the strgngest attitudes, and run
round, some to the right and some to the lcft.

595. What is the longest time a dog has been owned b
the same master ? o ¢

Twenty-one years, according to an American gentleman resi-
dent in Montana, U.S. This gentleman stated recently that he
was about to sail for America on his way home, soas to be present
at the twenty-first birthday of his bull-terrier, which had been
in his possession from the day of its birth. Mr. David Morris,
of Portmadoc, Carnarvonshire, had a dog, ’ero, which had
been his companion for cightecn years up to 1886. Pero took
a keen interest in his master’s amuscments, especially cricket,
proving himself a ¢apital fielder. A publican at Woolwich
has owned a dog for sixteen years, which is now quite blind,
and yet is on the look-out every Tuesday for a tobacconist’s
van, the man in charge of which has for some years been in
the halit of giving the dog a sponge-cake. Samuel Trevithnan,
of Padstow, Cornwall, carpenter, died in 1729, having by his
will bequeathed one shilling and sixpence a week for keeping
and well-treating his old dog, that had been his companion for
fifteen years. In 1863, Pincher, a terrier of the old English
bréed, died at Water Eaton, ncar Oxford, aged thirty-six, an
age so nnusual among dogs, that it would be incredible if not
authenticated. He was bred by Viscount Chetwynd, when
resident at Bicester, and kept by him for many years, until,
indeed, he was domesticated at a Mn Hall’s, at Water ‘Eaton.

596. What is the highest price ever paid for a wooden
leg ? :

Several thousands of pounds were paid for the wooden leg
provided by the Sultan of Turkey for one of the first
favovites of his harem. Having lost her leg in an
accident, the Sultan had an artificial one of wood made.
for her, and by his directions it was set with rare,
and costly* jewels to the value of many thousands of
poynds. When released from its position each night, this
jewelled limb-is guarded with great care,%nd restored to its
fair owner when she rises in_the morning. The Marquis of
Anglesea, who lost a leg at Waterloo, had an artificial one
matle which cost £80. It wa# so real in appegrance and was
8o adroitly managed that he rod¢ on horseback and danced at
&alls with almost as much ease as if she leg had consistedanf
reatdlesh axd blood. The best artifieal leg (anjewelled) at the
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present day costs from £15§ to £20, apart from any very special
ornamentation. »

]
597. How many open-air pulpjts are there in this
eountry ?

Ten. The most famous one in this country is the pnlpit at
Makdalen Codlege, Oxford. It dates from A.D. 1480, and is of
stone. An annual sermon was formerly delivered fromn it on
St. John the Baptist’s Day to a congregation assembled in the
quadrangle, the ground being strewn with rushes and grass,
and the buildings dressed with grecen bLoughs, in commemora-
tion of the preaching of the Daptist in the wilderness. The
custom fell into disnse about 1750. An open-air pulpit
was crected at St. Mary’s, Whitechapel, T’arish Church,
for outdoor preaching. Another is found in the parish
of Holy Trinity, Marylebone. This pulpit, which was
dedicated in June, 1893, is madc of white stone, with
an oaken sounding-board. During an outdoor service seats
are placed on the flags just befteath the pulpit, But most of the
congregation stand, filling up the space inside the gregt iron
railings. There is a rock pulpit at Eyam, in Derbyshife, from
which the rector, the Rev. William Mompesson, preached
during the visit of the plagne. There is another pulpit-rock
at Bonchurel, in the Isle of Wight, which is surmounted by,a

~large cross. At the Church of Notre Dame at St. Lo, m
Normandy, there is an outdoor pulpit; and there is onc at
St. Di¢é, in France, in the cloisters.

598. Has a marriage ever been celebrated on a grave ?

»  In connection with the cHolera visitation the following story
comes from (alicia : At Delatyn, one of the places where the
disease was first ascertained, a rabbi told the Jews of the
district that if a loving couple could be found to consent to be
married on the grave of a person who had died of the cholera,
the Jews might, after this symbolic act, be spared. The wgll-
to-do people collected money, and an orphan youth and an

rphan girl were found who, on receiving énough money to
establish them in a small house, consented to the extraordinary
ceremony. In readiness for the wedding a’canopy was put
over a fresh gravep and all the congregation assembled %o
witness the marriage, which was performed according to
the Jewish Ritual. The next morning, & man who had
been foremost in the affair fgll ill and died of cholara
aftgr a few hours’ illness. On the 15th Jun®, 1892, Colonel
Hendrik Stamp was margied td a daught®r of the late Generaly

* H®hmond, in the cemetery at Baltimore, where the bride’s

mother is burjed as well as'her father, The Colonel stood on
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the grave of his dead father-in-la.w,l'whilst the bride stood on
the grave of hgr mother. -

599. Has a ecastle in the air evér aectually been built ?

A castle in the air was spoken of as the attraction of the
Antwerp Exhibition of 1894. The castle wastobe of asubstantial
character, suspended above the carth from a’ huge captive
balloon, built in six separate compartments, somewhat after
the fashion of water-tight compartments in ships. M.
Tobiansky, the inventor, states that the structure could resist
the onslaught of the fiercest hurricane. Visitors were to be
hauled up to the castle—the facade of which, according td a
coloured represcntation, is not unlike that of the Alexandra
Palace at Muswell Hill—by two lifts, which will glide along
vertical cables. ,In case of neced, says the inventor, the
structure could be lowered to the ground by the combined
action of nineteen steam cranes in from twenty minutes to half
an hour. Therballoon from which it was hnng could be shaped
so as to ofler a pointed end towards the wind usually pre-
vailing, in Antwerp —that is, towards the north-west. It was
proposed to light the building with 5,000 Edison electric
lamps, and as the balloon ropes and cables would not be visible
at night, it would then appear suspended by an invisible
dzency. ,
600. Which living danseuse is most highly remunerated ?

Miss Liie Fuller, who, for the week ending the 22nd of July,
1893, reccived for her six days’ dancing a cheque for £495, or at
the rate of £25,740 a year. Her services for the £495 were a ,
dancing turn at the Shaftesbury and another at the Gaiety,
each lasting less than ten minutes. Two or three hours at
that rate would give her a princely income, and soon trans-
form her into a millionaire. Lottie Collins at the height of
the “Ta-ra-ra” boom cot £80 a week for a single turn at the
Qdicty. Mlle. Vanoni, a clever dancer at the Alhambra, some
years ago rcceived £100 a week. Marie Taglioni, the mos*
celebrated dancer of this century, had a six years’ engagement
at £1,200 a year.

601. What is the age of the youngest ipventor on record ?

The yoipngest inventor on record is Donald Murray Murphy,

of St. JolHn’s,”New Brunswick, who at six years of age obtained

. patentrights in Canada and.the United States for the inven-
tion of a sounding toy. Mabegl Howard, of° Washington, at
aeleven years inventéd an ingenious gamg for her inyalid
bn”%}wgr. dgd got a patent for it. 4lbert G.*Smith, of Illinois,’

", &% ¥welve years patented a yowing apparatus. George E.

. ¢
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Ohnstead, of Brookwaysville, Pa., a boy just out of knee-
breeches, obtained '£8,000 on sclling . his patented inven-
tion of a fire-escape. Mumphrey Porter, a boy fourteen
years of age, was the inventor of a most important
improvement on the Newcomen steam engine. He hit
upon the idgea of conneccting two cocks with the moving
beam of the cngine by means of strings attached to
the levers, which opened and shut them. This device not only
made the engine automatic, but increased its speed from six to
fifteen strokes a ininute. The famous Colt revolver was
invented by Samuel Colt at the age of fifteen. When only
seventcen years old, Benjamin F. Hamilton, of Boston, took
out patents on a number of devices for elcctric and elevated
railways. Sumner Kerr, a youth of eighteen, has patented a
self-feeding pen. At the age of seventeen, that prince of
inventors, Thomas A. Edison, in 1864, obtained a patent for
one of the first of his inventions in telegraphy, an automatic
repeater. He is now a milliohaire, and has ovdr 26,000 men in
his employ in various parts of the world. He commenced life
as a newspaper boy, and in 1889 had taken out N 500th
patent. The designer of the yacht Vallyrie, Mr. G. L. Watson,
of Glasgow, at the age.of ten invented a water velocipede.

602. Which is the most destructive engine of warfare ¢

The reply to this question: naturally divides itself into
weapons which have been tried in actual warfare, and those
whose powers have only been tested by experiment. Of the
former the distinction would be about equally divided between
the torpedo and the machine-gun. In the’ Chilian war the
Blanca Encalada, struck by one torpedo, went down in a few
minutes with 400 men on board. The samg war proved that
no living creature can remain in an exposefl position within
the range of machine-gun fire for more thgn a few minutes,
and this conclusion is accepted by all aukhorities. In=the
wsecond category the palm must be given ta M. Turpin’s new

“war machine,” whic}] is a light calibre machine-gun, manipu-
lated by four men and drawn on a carriage by two horses.
It will project a hail of 25,00C missiles every fifteen seconds,at
a range of nearly tifree miles, over a space ineasuring 160yds.
each way. N

608. What is the longest race,on stilts ever run ? .
£One which took place in, the ea.rg ﬁart of 1893, from
%deaux to Biarritz, ir» France, and_bhack, a distance of 3038
miles. The entries for thgrace were eighty-one, and the caval-
cade on stilts was accompanied by a npmber of bicyclists,
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who followed in the wake to insure fair play. Among the
racers was a man who claimed to have travelled on stilts from
Moscow to Parls, a distance of 1,784 miles. Another stilt-race
occurred at Bordeaux in June, 1893, in which Aimée Martin, a
Koung man under twenty {ears of age, beat all previous records

y accomplishing 275 miles in seventy-six hours thirty-five
minutes. His stilts were 6ft. long, and each step was nearly
4ft. The stilts weighed over 161b. The shepherds on the
shores of the Bay of Biscay are accustomed to use stilts 5ft.
high in order to cross the marshes and dykes of the Landes.
They generally travel at the rate of six or seven miles an hoar.
A stilt-race Letween women recently took place in Frante.
The winner was Margaret Payol, thirty-six years of age. She
carried a basket laden with 45lb. of merchandise, and the
course was nine kilomttres, or about five miles and five-eighths.
This was covered in one hour and five minutes.

604. What is the weight of, the largest lobster ever
caught ?

Twéidsy-three pounds. One of that weight was caught in
September, 1885, by Mr. .J. 1). Barncs, Zoologist of the Central
Park, New York. Usually the lobster weighs from 11b. to 8lb.
or 9lb., though in Canada they are more or less frequently
cfught weighing as much as 18lh. or 20lb. Another lobster of
the same weight, 23lb., and mcasuring more than 3ft. in length,
was caught 1n 1891 at Moose Point, near Belfast, in Maine,
U.N. A, The largest lobster caught in Kurope weighed I21h.
A fish salesiman at the Great Metropolitan Fish Market recently
stated that he sold 15,000 lobsters dvery morning from the 1st
of October to the 1st of April.

605. What is the smallest eraft in which the English
Channel has been crossed ?

miniature boat named the Midge, in which Lientenant

H. R. Sayce, of Bristol, crossed the Channel on Saturday, the
17th June, 1893, Its weight is under 35lb., and its lengtlf
83ft., with only a 32in. beam. It is covered with canvas,
leaving just room enough for a person’s body to come
thtough, and it is inflated with air by weeans of tubing, so
as to render it unsinkable. The boat was fitted with a
little foreksail and a still smaller mizzen. Lieutenant Sayce
was provided with a doukle paddle, which he kept in
constant use. 'Lhe voyage of the little craft from Dover to
egoulogne Harbour decupied fourteen hoyrs. One of the

ot nov boats that ever crossed the Chanae! was one mite ©

¥Mr. Terry, who formed a boat on the f{ramework of g
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tricycle, and on it went féom London to Dover, then across the
Channel to Calais,»and proceeded to Paris. The Octoroon
(16ft. long, 23in. broad) crogsed the Channel frdm Boulogne to
Dover in eleven hours on August 19th, 1867. On August 19th,
1878, Mr. Fowler crossed from Boulogne to Sandgate standing
incan india-rubber twin canoe (the IPodoscaphe) in twelve
hours. On Abpril 5th, 1875, Captain Boyton nearly crossed the
Channel in his life-preserving dress of india-rubber, but was
stopped by the French pilot.

606. Has a dance ever taken place in one county to
musie played in another ?

This has occurred at the Flying Bull, a licensed public-
house, situated on the borders of two parishes and two
counties. The house is built partly in the parish of Rogate,
in the county of Sussex, and partly in the parish of Liss, in
the county of Hants; and when a dance takes place at the
Flying Bull, the musical performers play in Sussex, while the
dancers trip it in Hampshile. Some time #go a party in
Morris County danced to music played in New &ork, a
distance of between twenty and thirty miles. Thigfeat was
accomplished by the guests of Mr. A. S. Hibbard, at his
residence at Morristown, Morris County, New Jersey. Mr.
Hibbard’s private telephone line was connected with the

scireuit running to Madison Square Gardens, New York,
and the music was heard quite distinctly. About the
same time a mnsical and vocal entertainment was given
from New York to a very large audience assembled at
the Grand Union Hotel, Saratoga—a distance of 180 miiles.
The orchestral music was listened to at Saratoga by means
of sets of hand telephones, and every note was heard
distinctly, even to the applause of the audience gathered at
Madison Square. .

607. In what theatre do the actors receive pensions on
retirement ? . =
" The actors of the Comédie Francaise are in that fortunate
position, and receive a pension of £200 a year on retirement
after twenty years of service. ~When an actor has become one
of the company, firg as a pensionnaire, and subsequentlysby
election of the committee, confirmed by the Minister of Fine
Arts, as a sociétaire, or shareholder, with first a quarter and
gradually increasing to a full ghare, his position is assuged.
Hg receives a fixed salary of 12,000f. a y®ar, besides his
fees, which are 10f. for ePery eventng performance, an&
' 6% for every matinée performance. At the end
the year, when everythﬁng has been paid, the®balance is
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divided amongst the sociétaires in .proportion to their hold-
ings, but only half what each is entitled to is handed to
Lim. The other half is put by each year, and handed over
when he leaves the theatre, or at the end of the twenty years
of service to which he became engaged on becoming a sociétaire.
Sometimes the sum that remains over at the end of the year to
be divided amongst the sociétaires is a consideral.le one. Thus,
at the end of the Exhibitionj year, there was 40,000fr. for each
full shareholder, each of whom received 20,000fr., and was
credited with a like sum against the conclusion of his service.
On leaving they become entitled to a pension of £200 a year.

608. Was there ever a poet-laureate of any of tﬁe
British Isles who could neither read nor write ?

This was the case with Robert Maybe, of the Secilly Isles,
who died some thirce years ago at the age of eighty-two,
and was known as the poet-laureate of Scilly. His poeticai
accomplishments were but medincre. Although neither able
to read nor write, he composed a good deal of poetry by
dictating it. He had a remarkable memory. If a book were
read to him two or three times, he could repeat nearly the
whole of it without assistance. The merest outline of an
incident would draw from him a set of verses, which he sold
in broadsheet form at a penny each.’

609. What people are the most wonderful swimmers in
the world ?

The natives of the Sandwich Islands take first rank in this
respect. They are almost amphibi»us, living quite as much
in the water as on the land, and are adepts at swimming and
giaying in the water almost from babyhood. Lady Brassey has

seribed their wonderful swimming powers. She says:
“All the kings and chiefs have been special adepts in
the invigorating pastime of surf-swimming, and all the

resent king’s sisters are considered first-rate hands at
it. The perfotrmers begin by swimming out into thes
bay, and diving under the huge I'acific rollers, pushing
their surf-boards—flat pieces of wood, about 4ft. long
by, 2ft. wide, pointed at each end——edg%wise before them.
F}c'rr the return journey, they select a long wave; and then,
either sittifig, knesling, or standing on their boards, rush in
shorewards'with the speed of a racehorse, on the curling crest,
envelopéd in foam and spray; and holding ony as it were, by
the milk-white manes of their furious coursers.” This i1 a
enjoyable amusement, but only those $ho have triedus
¢ q&thats its performance is only possible to expert and
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fearless swimmers. Thi maiority_éf the children in the
Sandwich lslands are expert swimmers before they are
‘able to walk. °

610. In what part of the world is if considered a sin to
look upon a human face ?

In the Wyosming Territory in the United States there is a
colony of one hundred and thirty souls, in the Cheyenne
Reservation, who deem it a mortal sin to look upon the face of
any human being. Both men and women wear masks day
and night, and never by any chance do they gaze upon the
faces of one another. They teach morality in the severest
manner, not permitting the two sexes even to dwell in the same
valley. 'This custom is also observed in the islands of New
Britain, where a man must not only not speak to his mother-in-
law, but it is considered sinful for the son-m-law or mother-in-
law tolook each other in the face. If by any chance the son-in-
law meets the lady in question, he must hide himself or cover
his face. Suicide of both pafties is the outconfe if this rule is
broken. The White and Silent Nuns, known as Bernardines,
a religious sisterhood at Bayonne, in the south-west*Corner of
France, close to the Pyrences, founded by I’Abbé Cestae,
hold no converse with human beings. Within the Buddhist
monasteries there are frequently ascetics who for years together
have no intercourse with the outside world, but sit in constant
silent meditation, receiving their food through a hole in the
door. Hermits in China tear out their eyes, with the idea
that by closing the two gates of love they open the gates of
wisdom.' '

611. When was the most dreadful storm ever experienced
in this eountry ? N

The most dreadful storm ever experiencel in this country,
known as the “Great Storm,” occurred on ¢he night between
November 26th and 27th, in the year 1703, The devastation
which it caused was immense. The loss sugtained in Loftdon

fﬁg. The number
sof persons drowned in the floods of the Severn and
Thames, and lost on the coast of Holland, and in shi
blown from theirganchors and never heard of afterwagds,
is thought to have been about 8,000 Twelve British
men - of - war, with more than 1,800* men on board,
were lost within sight of our shores. Trees were
blown up by their roots to the number of 1,700 in Kent
alone, The Eddystone Ligh%house wus destroyed, and l:(é
8% ingenious contriver; Henry Winstanley, and the persof
who were with him. M¢ltitudes of cattle were bost; in ons



!
288 A THOUSAND ANSWERS

level 15,000 sheep being drowned. ! Among other vessels in
our Royal Navy that we lost were the &¢irling Castle, with
seventy guns, and the Mary, with the same number; the
Northumberland on Goodwin Sands, the Vanguard, which
sank at Chatham, and the Yorke, lost near Harwich, each with
seventy guns, only four men escaping from the last; the
Resolution, with sixty guns, on the Sussex coast ; the Newcastle,
with sixty guns, oft Spithead, 193 being drowned ; and the
Leserve, with sixty guns, off Yarmouth, when 170 perished.

612. Has machinery ever been driven by ‘‘ mouse *’ power ?

A gentleman in Scotland has trained a couple of mice, and
invented machinery for enabling them to spin yarn. The work
is done on the treadmill principle. It is so constructed that
the common house, mouse is_enabled to make atonement to
society for past otfences by twisting and reeling from 100 to 120
threads a day. To complete it the little pedestrian has to run
10} miles. Thijs journey it performs every day with case. -An
ordinary mouse weighs only 40z. A halfpenny worth of oatineal
at 1s. 3, the peck serves one of these treadmill culprits for the
long period of five weeks. Inthat time it makes 110 threads per
day, being an average of 3,850 threads of 55in., which is nearly
nine lengths of the reel. A penny is paid to women for every
cut in the ordinary way. At this rate a mouse earns 9d. every
five wecks, which 1s one farthing per day, or 7s. Gd. per annuin.
Take Gd. off for board, and 1s. for machinery, there will arise
6s. clear profit from every mouse yearly. The mouse employer
is going to make application for the lease of an old empty
house, the dimensions of which are 400ft. by 50ft. and 50ft. in
height, which, at a moderate calculation, will hold 10,000
mouse mills. sufficient room being left for keepers and some
hundreds of spectators. Allowing £200 for rent and task-
masters, £10,000 to erect machinery, and £500 for the interest,
there will be left a balance of £2,300 per annum.

613.dWhat are the nearest approaches ever made in .
mee,'hanies to perpetual motion ? ,

An inventor has patented a double electric battery which
seems to come exceedingly near to perpetua) motior. Instead
of using the zinc battery, he professes to have hit upon a
solution whith malkes a battery seven times as powerful as the
zine battery, with absolutely no waste of material. The power
of the battery wrows graddhlly less in a Tew hours of .

but returns to éts original unit when allowed
& fewchours. He has two battéries so- arranged th¥y
¢ power {8 shifted from one to‘the other every thres
° by ¥
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hours. A little machire has been running for some years in
the Patent Office at New York. Certain parts of the
mechanism are constructed of different expansive capacities,
and the machine is worRed by the expansion and contraction
of these under the usual variations of temperature. In the
Bodleian Library at Oxford there is an apparatus which
Mas chimed two little bells continuously for forty years,
by the energy of an apparently inexhaustible “dry-pile” of
very low electrical energy. A church clock in Ig’russels
is" wound up by atmospheric expansion induced by the
heat of the sun. As long as the sun shines this clock
will go till its works wear out. Mr. D. L. Goff, a
wealthy American, has in his hall an old-fashioned clock,
which, so long as the house is occupied, never runs down.
‘Whenever the front door is opened or closed, the winding
arrangements of the clock, whicﬁ are corlnected with the door
by a rod with gearing attachments, are given a turn, so that
the persons leaving and enfering the house, keep the clock
constantly wound up. !

614. Who has made the greatest number of suecessive
bull’s-eyes with a rifle ?

The American shot, Lieutenant Partello, who is at present
located at Toledo, and who recently broke all previous records
with the rifle by making eighty-nine bull’s-eyes in successton.
The following are records at Wimbledon and Bisley : In shoot-
ing for the Elcho Shield, fifteen shots each at 800, 900, and
1,000 yards, Mr. Smith for Ireland, in 1887, made fifteen bull’s-
eyes at 800 yards. At the 1889 meeting, Mr. Ganley, Ireland,
made eighteen bull’s-eyed in succession, th# last two at 800,
fifteen at 900, and the first shot at 1,000 yards. Captain Lamb,
England, made fifteen bull’s-eyes at 800 yards, in two competi-
tions. Captain Milner,. Ireland, made eighteen bull's-eyes;
his four last shots at 800, and the other foukteen at 900 yards.
In 1890 Captain Barnett made twenty bull’s-eyes ; fifteen at
800 and the next five shots at 900 yards. €aptain Fremantle

"and Lieutenant Oxley, in 1891, at Bisley, while shooting for
o+England in the Elcho Challenge Shield ‘competition, each
scored fifteen consecutive bull’'s-eyes. My. Love, firing for
Scotland in the game shooting competition, scored fifteen
consecutive bull's-eyes ; while Captains Foulkes and Gibbs
each scored fourteen. ¢

615. Has a boy of six ever grown a beard like a nfan?
»In 1729 the Academy of Sciences im France reported ;
arkable case of a boy} born in the hamlet of Bg:lsan :
ge diocese of Alais, wMo was noted from his Birth for i
» » . 20
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extraordinary growth. At the age of five years he measured
4ft. 3in. ; some months a’ter, he was 4ft. 11in. ; and at six, 5ft.,
and bulky in proportion. His growth was so rapid, that every
month his clothes required to be made longer and wider ; and,
what was still very extraordinary in his growth, it was not
preceded by any sickness, ror accompanied with any pain. At
the age of five years his voice changed, his beard Legan to
appear, and at six he had as much as a man of thirty.
At the age of five years he could carry to a good distance three
measures of rye, weighing 84lb. ; when turned six he could
lift up easily on his shoulders and carry loads of 150lb. weight
a good way off : and these exercises were exhibited by him as
often as the curious engaged him thereto by some liberality.
Such beginnings made people think that he would soon shoot
up into a giant. A mountebank was already soliciting his
parents for him, flattering them with hopes of putting him in
a way of making a great fortune. But all these hopes suddenly
vanisbed : his jlegs became_ craoked, his body shrunk, his
strength dimimshed, his voice grew sensibly weaker, and he
at last sank into a state of total imbecility.

616. Is there any community where a single policy ot
insurance covers all the buildings ?

This is the practice of the communal authorities of some of
the villages in Switzerland, who, instead of treating insurance
against fire as a concern for each householders individual
grovidence and thrift, insure all the buildings --the church,

ouses, stables, and sheds— within the parish. A community
living in wooden houses, where the Jburning of one house often
involves the conflagration of more than half the village,
naturally appreciates the wise economy of such a practice.
The cost is met by a slight increase 1n the local self-taxation.
One single policy is drawn out for the whole place, which
diminishes appreciably the cost of the insurance. This is one
of those things which might possibly be adopted with advan-
tage in this couatry now that the village or parish councils.
have come jnto operation.

617. Which English divine wrote a book in favour o
e polygamy ? - .
The Rev,-Martin Madan wrote a book called “ Thelyphthora ;

or, a Treatise on *Female Ruin, Considered on the Basis

Divine Law.” He was born.in 1726, and was chaplain to the

Lock Hospital. " His brother, Spencer Madan, was successively

eishop of Bristol and ®eterbordugh, and died in 1813. In his
otk the apthor jnstified polygamy, taking his stand on %o

Mossic law, and elaborately arguing”that it is in accordance
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with Christianity properly understood. When the book was
published it raised a storm of indignation, criticism, and
opposition. Madan consgquently resigned his chaplaincy of
the Lock Hospital, and retired into private life at Epsom. He
died on May 2. 1790, at the age of sixty-four, and was buried
at,Kensington. .

618. Is it podsible to speak without a tongue ?

Professor Huxley answers this question in the affirmative.
Persons suffering from cancer frequently lose their tongues,
and discover that they can not only talk as well as formerly,
but also that their sense of taste is not impaired. The letters
dand t are the only ones which, as a rule, those deprived of
their tongue find any difficulty in pronouncing properly, and
such letters are frequently turned into f’s, p’s, v’s, or th’s. Many
instances are on record of the speaking powers of tongueless
persons. In 484 A.p. sixty Christian confessors had their tongues
cut out by order of Hunneric, put in a short timge some of them
went out preaching again. Pope Leo IIL is said to have
suffered similar mutilation, and to have regained higsspeech.
Sir John Malcolm tells of one, Zal Khan, who had his tongue
cut out, and who recovered his speech enough to tell the tale
to his physician. Margaret Cutting was examined before the |
Royal Society of England in 1742. She had not a vestige of

., tongue remaining, and yet “ discoursed as fluently and as well

as others.” The tongue actually appears unnecessary to the
development of speech. Jussien velates the case of a girl
born without a tongue, and yet at fifteen years of age no one .
could have told that she had not got one. There is at present
living in Ilford, Essex, a man over seventy years of age who
had his tongue taken out twelve years ago. His sense of taste
is as keen as ever, and he can talk and sing quite distinctly.

619. Which voleano has the widest eratep ?

Haleakala, or House of the Sun, in the Island of Maui, one
of the Sandwich Islands in the DPacific Ocepn, has a wider
crater than any other volcano in the world, The crater of
Haleakala is between six and a half and seven miles in width,
nearly thirty miles in circumference, betweefi two and three
thousand feet in depgh, and is 10,032ft. above sea level. Thése
islands are all of volcanic origin, and contain some of the
largest voleanoes in the world, among which may be mentioned,
in addition to Haleakala, Mawna-Kea, Mawna-Loa, and #he
farfamed Kilanea, the crater of which has anl average width
of about two miles. Ong of the curioud features of Kilaneaw
*iwehat no dust is projectgd from its eruptions, mgthing but
lava, and much of that in a filamentous cqndition, so delicate

LY .
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as to perfectly resemble hrown humah hair. The natives call
this hair-like lava “ Pele’s Hair ”—Pele bejng the name of the
goddess of thé mountain. According to Mr. Dana, these
volcanoes sometimes throw out successive streams of lava two
miles in breadth and twenty-six in length.

620. Which eldest sons of baronets ean command knight-
hood at the hands of the Sovereign ?

In 1612 a dispute for precedency between baronets and the
younger sons of viscounts and barons was decided by the King
in favqur of the latter ; and it was at the same time directed
that baronets might bear in their shield of arms the armsof
Ulster—the bloody hand. In the same year the King
knighted the heirs of the existing baronets, and ordained
that the eldest sons of baronets might in future claim
knighthood on attaining majority, a provision also set in
the earlier patents, which, after falling into disuse, was
recognised in three instances—in 1824, 1827, and 1835-—but
disallowed in the case of the eldest son of Sir James Brown,
a Nova.Scotia baronet, in 1836. The title or prefix of “Sir”
is granted them by a clause in their patents. It is, however,
less popularly known that the wives of knights and baronets
have no legal right to the title of *“ Lady,” but have the legal

asignation of “Dame.” There is a story told that on a
particular occasion the wife of a certain knight was presented.-
to the deaf old Princess Amelia, who, believing her to be the
wife of a peer, was about to bestow on her the privilege of a
Royal kiss, but the Gentleman Usher-in-Waiting, horrified at
this violation of etiquette, called out: “Don’t kissther, your
Royal Highness ; don’t kiss—she is not a real lady ! ”

621. Where is the largest holly tree in Great Britain ?

Within ten paces of the house of Colonel Lloyd-Verney, at
Clochfaen, Llanidloes. In January, 1836, the tree “measured in
cirtumference above the roots thereof 27ft. 6in., and estimated
to be 60ft. in height, and is very branchy, and the generai=
opinion is¢hat it is 400 years old.” The circumference of the
tree now is 30ft., and its height 43ft., and it has sixteen main
branches varying in circumference from_8ft. 2in. to 11ft. 7in.
It covers:a-circle the diameter of which is 54ft., and its
branches have .numerous initials and dates cut om them,
rapging from 1700 to 1864. The most legible is that of
J. Broughton,22 Aug., 1756, which is almodt as clear as the
day on which it was eut. Many of the bragches are half éaten

%ﬁh with rot, and are supported by i rods. The ¢ree

owh great vitality, each ye#: bringing forth numerous
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ung shoots. On, the opposite side of the valley is another

rge holly tree, which measures 17ft. in circumference. The
holly hedges at Tynningh3me, in East Lothian, are from 10ft.
to 25ft. in height, and from 9ft. to 13ft. at the base.

622. What is the highest price ever paid for a clock ?

Eight hanllved and forty thousand francs, or about £33,600;
which was the price paid by a member of the Rothschild
family for the identical clock which had been manufac-
tured by the Royal hands of the unfortunate Lonis XVI. in
the days when he was actively and congenially employed in
the workshop provided for his private use and enjoyment.
The clock, which stands 14ft. in height, had been a wedding

ift from a foreign prince to a former Countess Fitzwilliam.
%ueen Victoria sent a gold clock to Kuang Hsii, the present

mperor of China, to be received by him on the occasion of
his twentieth birthday, which occurred Auiust 15th, 1891.
It was accompanied by a l8tter wishing hiiA a prosperous
reign. The value of the clock was cstimated at £1,500. An
extraordinary clock, composed entirely of silver, and*™¥eighing
6001b., whose material aione was therefore worth £1,980, was
in the year 1890 placed by the late Czar of Russia in the
(Cathedral of Borki, in memory of the narrow escape of the
Tmperial family in a terrible railway accident. pon each
anniversary of this escape the clock chimes a merry peal.
623. Which tree bears the largest leaves ?

The palm family bears larger leaves than any other tree.
The Inaja palm, growingson the banks of the Amazon, has
leaves whicE reach from 30ft. to 50ft. in length and 10ft. to
12ft. in breadth. Specimens of the leaves of the talepot palm,
a native of Ceylon, have been met with 20ft. long and 18ft.
brosd. These leaves are used by the natives to make tents,
and, thus employed, they make very efficient shelters from rain.
The leaves of the double cocoanut palm are: often 30ft. long
and several wide. The leaves of the cannibaljtree of Australia

semble broad planks, and are frequently:15ft. long, 20in.

road, and 1ift. thick at the base. These board-like leaves all
shoot out at the top, and hang down s0 as to ferm a sort of wn-
brella around the stm. The umbrella tree of Ceylon has leaves
of such enormous size that a single one will caver from fifteen to
twenty men, and often serves as a canopy to a boat, or a tent,for
soldiers. A specimen leaf brougBt to England measured 36ft.
rotnd. The largest-leaved plaat in this€ountry is the Victoria
Regia. One of the specimtns of this magnificent water-lily in th&
rdens of the Royal Botanic Society had a I€af 7ft. in
iameter, and capable of supporting a weight of 400lb, »

’

-y
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624. Which bird is the best foreteller of the weather ?

The crow asta weather prophet is entitled to the highest
distinction. When rain is approaching a whole community
will rise from their nests or perches, wheel about for some
time, and then return to their haunts. Weather watchers
state that there is a remarkable correspondence between the
length of time spent in these aerial evolutions and the dura-
tion of the disturbance when it comes. When the birds
remain unusually long on the wing, and indulge in loud
clamour, the ensuing shower or tempest will not only be the
longer delayed, but will be one of greater proportions aid
duration than ordinary. The peacock indulges in shrill
screams when wet wcather is approaching. High-flying
swallows are a sign of fair weather, and when their insect-prey
flies low, and the pursuing swallow skims over the surface ot
the earth, wet weather is foretold. Rooks and gulls and other
far-flying birdg do not venture, far from home when heavy
weather 1s approaching. In the English Channel the fisher-
men reggrd the curlew on dark nights as the certain precursor
of an east wind. An appearance of the sea-mew promises rain
and high south-west winds. Seagulls in the field mean a storm
from the south-east.

625. Have bids at an auction ever been made by
telephone ?

During the summer of 1893, bids were made at the auction
rooms of Messrs. Thomas Whitehead and Sons by means of
telephone. Mr. Whitchead was submitting to austion, for
the exccutors of a deccased gentleman named Lott, thirty £10
shares in the Albion Building Society. The bidding had
reached £3 10s. per share when, as the result of an inquiry by
telephone, the bidding was continned between the gentleman
who made the last bid and the telephonist, and the lot was
eventually knocked down to the latter for £5 7s. ¢d. a share.

626. In what church in England in recent times was®
there dancing every year ? °

On May Day, each year, this is, or was until quite
recently, the.case in the parish churct. of Musgrave, in
Westmorlagd, in,connection with the custom of rush-Learing.
- Twelve young maidens of Brough, approved by the vicar,
assemble on the, first of May, at 10 o’clock in &¢he morning, at
the foot of Brough Byjdge, theig white dresses decorated with
<lowers, and a garland on their heads:in the shape of a crown,
fort’”n,‘ﬁ of §ushes, with flowers entgined on’the outside, and "
a burich of blug ribbons on the top. Accompanied by aimud,



) TO A T‘HOUSAND QUBSTIONS. 295

the maidens proceed through the fields to Mnsgrave, about a
mile distant, the band Slaying and the rush-hearers dancing.
The rush-bearers are led wp the north aisle of the church, and
they hang up their garlands on the side of the church, there
to remain till the next year. The Gospel is rcad by the
clorgiman and some prayers offered and psalms sung ; after
which the clerk and vicar retire. A space is then cleared
near the altar, and a fiddle produced, when dancing commences,
and continues until three or four o’clock in the afternoon.

627. Which bowler ran out both batsmen at the same
time ?

This remarkable feat has, acccrding to cricketing annals,
only been performed on two occasions. In 1853, W. Caftyn,
who was not only a batsman but one of »the best bowlers in
England, playing for the All England Eleven against twenty-
two of Ipswich, threw in a ball from long-off which passed
through the stumps and dislodxed the bails at tlie bowler’s end,
and then travelled to the other wicket, passing through the
stumps and dislodging those bails also. Mr. Mansie Read
describes how it was done on another occasion in Australia
hy the famous Yorkshire bowler, Ulyett, who persuaded two
batsmen that they were both run out at the same time. “We
had finished our match,” says Mr. Read, ‘“against eighteen %bf
Ballarat, and, to oblige the spectators, six of us afterwards
played twelve of Ballarat. During their innings two of the
men started to run, and met near the end where Ulyett was
bowling.  The ball was thrown to him and he put the wicket
down. One of the batsmeh bolted for the other wicket, and
Ulyett ran after him and caught him up just in time to put
that wicket down also. Then the question arose as to which
man was out. The umpires didn’t seem to know, so Ulyett
settled the matter Ly saying that both were out. They
expostulated, saying that two men couldn’t:be out at opce.
¢ Ah,’ said Ulyett, ‘you see, it's different wheh the same man
puts both wickets down. They admitted that this certainly
made a difference, and both went out.” .

628. What is the greatest rise in valué ever recorded
in any Brit¥sh limited liability company's shares

The most sensational rise in value of shar8s on record is in
connection with the New Rivey Company, which supplies
Lopdon with water from the Chadswell springs in Hertford-
shire. The company dates fidm the 29th September, 1613,
'Selittle was the benefit of a Ture water supply appreciated or
understood in those dayd) that for more_than &rty years
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the seventy-two shares (equally divided into King’s and
Adventurer’s) netted only £5 a share. The’value of the shares
has now risen to between £85,200 an§ £122,800 per share. An
entire Adventurer’s share in the company was sold for the
latter sum to the Prudential Assurance Company on the 17th
of July, 1889. 1In 1891 the Trustees’ and Executogs’ Insurante
Company paid a dividend of £533 on every £10 Founder’s
share, of which only £3 was paid up.
629. What University has received the greatest endow-
ment at one time ? .
That at Palo Alto, thirty miles from San Francisco, which
was founded, in memory of his son, by the late Leland Stan-
ford, railway contractor, senator, and millionaire, and endowed
by him with 20,000,000 dollars, or about four millions sterling.
Over and above the usual academic studies, telegraphy,
type-setting, farming, journalism, etc., are to be taught.
This University is destined, ¢n the near future, to be
one of the greatest institutions of learning m the world.
The foréxne with which Senator Stanford endowed it is
more than the endowments of Harvard and Yale Univer-
sities put together, and as Mrs. Stanford, who survives
her husband, is as deeply interested in the University as
he¥ husband was, it is not unlikely that she will add to that
sum a part of the great fortune that is now hers. Victoria
University, Manchester, which grew out of Owens College,
owes its origin to John Owens, a Manchester cotton-spinuer,
who, dying in 1846, left £96,654 for the foundation of a college
on an absolutely unsectarian basis.” By 1851 the college was
built and opened. In 1872 the Owens College Extension
Fund was started, and ultimately reached £211,152. Further
and rapid development was promoted by the Clifton bequest of
£21,571, and the yet more princely Beyer bequest of £100,243
in 1876. The University of Oxford has an endowment fund of
£280,000 Fer annum, and Cambridge £235,000. The total
income of Oxford amounts to £414,000 'and Cambridge
£350,000, thte balance beyond the endowments being made up
of various revenues.

630. Has any athletic association in thic eountry running
rages for ladies ? :

The Kensington Athletic Association, at their meeting in
July, 1893, whigh took place at Grove Farm,*Chiswick, had
the following running. races fqr ladies: Fifty yards ladiee’
face, won by, Miss E. . Robinson by 4yds. ; ladies’ consolatigy .
racefgyon Wy Miss Price by 34yds. »150yds. consolation race
(lgd;ef}, won by Miss Waspe by liyds. Some remarkable
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walking feats have been accomplished by ladies. -In 1874
Miss Richards walked at Bristol 1,000 miles jn 1,000 hours ;
her object in exerting he?self to win the prize offered for the
task being, it was said, to assist her parents in pecuniary
difficulties. On July 25th and following days, in 1876, Bella
St. Clair walked 1,000 miles in 950 hours,

631. What is the highest price ever paid for an-old
playbill ?

Six Pounds ten shillings. Four playbills, with David
Garrick’s last farewell and last appearance on the stage,
printed on satin, were sold for £26, or at the rate of £6 10s.
each, at a sale at Sotheby’s on the 22ud of July, 1893. At the
same sale, one lot, including the bill of Elizabeth Farren’s
last appearance on the stage (“School foy Scandal ”), sold for
£5 ; three others, including a very early Hampstead playbill
(5th January, 1807), £5 17s. 6d.; four others, including the
first and last appearances of* Edmund Kean »n the London
stage, 1814 and 1832, £10 15s. ; a series of over 100 playbills
relating to Edmund Kean, 1814 to 1832, £5 5s. ; fise bills of
the same actor’s early appearances at the Haymarket in 1806,
when he played parts of a few wordy’ length, £10 5s. ; twenty-
two bills relating to John Philip Kemble, £6 15s. ; and a
series of twenty-five relating to Mrs. Siddons, five guineas.

632. What is the highest price ever paid for a Cashmere
shawl ?

Five hundred thousand francs, or about £20,000. This
shawl was a present by Kihg Charles X. of France, and is now
in the possession of the Duchess of Northumberland. Itis
manufactured from the fur of a species of Persian cat. 'The
hair of this cat’s fur is»so extremely fine and elastic that a
single hair is scarcely perceptible to the naked eye. The
spinning and weaving of this material, and;the production of
a single shawl like the one referred to, requige a few thousands
of cat-skins and the labour of several yearg The Duchess of

» Northumberland’s shawl measures eight ygrds square, but so
fine and elastic is it that it can, if necessary, be compressed
into a large coﬂ'cg cup. Fine Cashmerc shawls arc always
expensive. Mr. Baden-Powell stated that one of first-rate
quality, weighing 71b., will in the country o their manufacture
cost not less than £300.

883, How many occupatiops have their ‘patron saints ?

& No fewer than forty-two, mostly chosen because the select®&
gaints worked, or werd® supposed to have in_ their lifetime
worked, at that particular eccupation,sand therefore fitted
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themselves to watch over, guard, and protect those engaged in
it. The following list gives the names of the occupations and
their respective patron saints: Armourers, St. George;
artists, St. Agatha; bakers, St. Winifred ; barbers, St.
Louis ; bookbinders, St. Louis ; booksellers, St. John ; brewers,
St. Florian ; brushmakers, St. Anthony ; burglars, St. Dismas ;
candlemakers, St. Lucian; carpenters, St. Joseph; carpet-
weaters, St. Paul; cloth-workers, St. John; divines, St.
Thomas Aquinas ; doctors, St. Cosme ; dyers, St. Maurice ;
ferrymen, St. Christopher ; fishermen, St. Peter ; goldsmiths,
St. Eloy; hatters, St. William ; huntsmen, St. Hubert?;
lawyers, St. Yves Helori; locksmiths, St. Peter; mariners,
St. Christopher ; millers, St. Arnold ; miners, St. Barbara ;
musicians, St. Cecilia ; nailers, St. Cloud; netmakers, St.
James ; nurses, St. .Agatha ; painters, St. Luke; pinmakers,
St. Sebastian ; potters, St. Gore ; shepherds, St. Windeline ;
shoemakers, St. Crispin; spectacle-makers, St. Fridolin;
tailors, St. Goagdman ; tanners, ¢St. Clement ; tax-collectors,
St. Matthew ; tent-makers, St. Aquila ; travellers, St. Raphael ;
wheelwrights, St. Boniface.

634. Can an intensely strong electric current be passed
through the human body with safety ?

This has been shown to be possible, and has, in fact, been
actually done with the high tension electrical discharges with *
which Professor Tesla gave his demonstrations in this country
in 1892. The puzzling paradox of a deadly current made
quite harmless by an enormous ingrease of energy has now
been demonstrated with numberless varieties of experiments.
Hich frequency currents, as they are called—currents re-

resenting many thousands of volts—may be safely passed
nto the human body and come out at the finger-tips in a
deafening roar of sparks. Hertz, Ferraris, Tesla, and others
have.shown that with such currents the accepted ideas with
regard to electricity do not hold good, and must be modified.
At the soirée,of the Royal Society, Mr. A. A. Campbell Swinton ,
repeated his {cat of passing a current through the human body
in order to light up a glow-lamp on the other side. He pro-
duckd his alternating currents of great frefxency by means of
an ordinary fnductjve coil feeding into two Leyden jars. From
these jars the spectators saw the electricity pour out in
beawiful purple gtreams to asy conductor that®otfered itself.
By breaking the circuit, betweenpne of the jars and the glow*
lamp. terminal, and interposing the body of orie of the spectay: .
tors, the lamp glowed with somewhat reduced brilliancy, and
no inconvenience was. felt by the experimenter except at the
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moment of closure, when a slight shock was felt. Abbé
Nollet once dischafsged a Leyden jar through an entire regiment
of 1,500 men, who all received violent shocks through the arms
and shoulders.

635. What is the weight of the largest human heart on
° reegrd ?

Certain diseases tend considerably to increase the weight of
the heart. Without material disease, Dr. Peacock records that
he once saw a heart which weighed 400z. 12dr. A recent case
reports a heart weighing 1830z, or very nearly double the

. average weight, which is about 9}oz. This was found to be
the weight of the heart of Amelia Holland, aged thirty-two,
who died suddenly in Augnst. 1893, at Westcott Street, South-
wark. Huxley in his * Physiology” says: “ The size of the
heart is usually roughly estimated as equa? to that of the closed
fist of the person to whom it belongs.” The work done by the
average human heart in a givgn time exceeds that accomplished
by all other muscles excrcised in a boat-race during the same
seriod. Helmholz, the German physicist, proved, that the
Leart could raise its own weight 20,280ft. in an hour, while the
best locomotive engine conld only raise its own weight 2,700(t.
in the same time. An active climber, with the full exercise of
all the needed muscles, can only accomplish 9,000ft. in ngne

» hours, or one-twentieth the work done by the heart.

636. Which part of the United Kingdom has the most
peculiar postal arrangements ?

The Island of St. Kilda, jin Inverness-shire, where the postal

* arrangements are unique. For eight or nine months of the
year, the inhabitants of St. Kilda have no direet communication
with the outer world. A strong sea-current rans eastward from
St. Kilda and washes up o the western shores of the Hebridean
Islands of Harris and North Uist. This cuérent has hitherto
done good service in carrying to the Hebridles the St. Kilda
mail-boats, which are of simple constructiona The boat is cut
out of an ordinary plank of wood. Its length is about 23ft.
%and breadth about 1ft. Tn depth it is 7in. taf12in. About the
centre of the deck a cavity is carved out, in which is placed a
tin box containing éhe mails. The lid of the box is securbly
fastened, and the box having been placed in position, the
cavity is firmly closed by a board nailed over it. Near the
bow, theé word “Open” is carvedsin large letters on the dack.
The bow is pierced by a l'ou(?d hole through which passes a
stout cord, to which is attached a buoy tokeep this peculiar maik
oat atloat. The little vegsel is then launched, ang is usually
washed up on the shores of Harris or Norgh Uist in about ten

N » ? L]



300 A THOUSAND Answ‘zns

or twelve days. When discovered, as it soon is, the cavity is
opened, and thg letters having been extrécted from the tin
bhox are forwarded by post to theim proper destination ; and
it is only in this way that the inhalitants of St. Kilda can,
during the winter months, communicate with the outer world.
The greatest peculiarity in the English postal service is the
revival of the mail coaches, with armed drivers anli conductors,
between Manchester and Liverpool and London and Bedford.
Another peculiarity is that in some places letters for Scotland
are first sent about one hundred miles southward before com-
mencing their journey for North Britain. -~

637. What is the greatest number of blades ever con-

tained in a pocket-knife ?

The most remarkable knife in the world is one in the
curiosity room of the factory of Joseph Rodgers and Sons,
cutlers, Sheffield. It has 1,890 blades, and ten blades are
added to it eveqry tenth year, sacthat the addition about six
years hence will bring the number of its blades up to 1,900.
Another«curiosity in their possession is three pairs of
scissors, all of which can be covered by a thimble. One
thousand eight hundred and forty blades, all provided with
hinges and springs, and all closing .into one handle, were
made in a single pocket-knife by one of the cutlery manu-
facturers in Sheftield. Another specimen has 220 blades,
highly ornamented with landscapes, etc.; and a third,
measuring, when c osed, only one iuch in length, has seventy
blades, illustrating all the various shapes ever given to knife
blades. A knife with more than 100 blades was presénted by
the cutlers of Sheflield to George IV., and is now amongst the
Royal plate at Windsor Castle. A carving knife and fork at New
York are said to be the largest in the world, the former being
104ft. long and the latter 74ft. The handles, made out of
elephants’ tusks, are worth £160. Together these implements
weilgh 320lb., and, are valued at £300.

638. What is the most accurate method of measuring
mountains ? ‘

There are three ways of accomplishing this measurement,
so‘far as their height is concerned, namely, by the baro-
meter, by; observation of the atmospheric pressure ; by
observation of the boiliug point of water ; and lt))y calculation
from date sup;}lied by accurate surveying imstruments, the
necessary formula beipg suppligd by trigonometry. This last
plan, known as triangulation, 1s by.far the most accurate
method. 'Sflc first method is_based ¢n the fact that the atmd- *
spherg is densest af the surface of the earth, having there
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to support the weight of the whole column of air above it,
and the decrease iy pressure being known by the barometer
enables the observer, after due allowancey, according to
temperature, to work out the height of the mountain. The
second method of observing the boiling point of water
by, the thermometer is based on the well-known fact that
water boils at 212deg. Fahr., at the level of the sea, orat a
pressure of 30in. of mercury ; and as the relation between the
pressure and the boiling point is known exactly, the height
can be measured in this way more or less accurately. Tri-
angulation is the name applied to the process of calculation by
*measuring the angles of triangles. The angles having been
measured by the theodolite, and knowing them and one side,
trigonometry enables the surveyor to calculate the other two.
Measuring by this method is done with wonderful correctness.
Two instances of this accuracy are given in Thornton’s
“ Physiography,” one of a plain, and the other of a mountain.
The length of Salisbury Plajn was ascertained with a result
which was less than 5in. from the measurdd value. The
height of Ben-Macdhui was calculated to he 4,295°6ft.,
and this height, when checked, proved to be within Thin.

639. What is the size of the largest photograph ever
taken ?

One hundred and sixty yards in length. This enormdus
photograph, which is claimed to be the longest ever produced,
was taken by a Russian gentleman named DPiassetsky. It
consists of a series of views of the Transcaspian Railway, from
Caspian, to Samarkand. | What is said to be the largest
negative of a sitter ever yet produced direct from life measures
64in. by 33in., or practically life size. It was taken by Messrs.
Werner and Son, of Dublin. The camera used was specially
designed by Mr. A. Werner. The lens was a Ross double, the
portrait being taken at a focus of 60in., with an exposure of
10sec. A photograph 20ft. in length was skiown in the Ipdian
and Colonial Exhibition held in Londos in 1886. This
specimen of photographic skill, which represented a complete
panoramic view of the City of Sydney, Port Jackson, and its
suburbs, was taken from the cupola of the Garden Palace,
which was subsequently destroyed by fire. o

640. What is the weight of the heavigst eyclist in the
world ?
» Twenty-seven stone, being the weight o? Dr. Me]do’n, of
Dublin, who, it is stated, Would gqwickly weigh ten stone
®.dditional did he not keep himself comparatively thin By
cycling and playing la#n tennis. Twenty-two 3tone is the
2
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weight of Mr. M. A. Mauning, of Waterford, Ireland, who not

only has the distinction of being one of the heaviest, but also

the tallest cyclfst in the world. He stands 6ft. 6in. 1n height,

and rides a solid-tired satety bicycle, specially constructed for

him, and which weighs on’y 471b.

641. Who owns the most valuable dinner sevviece in ‘he
world ? .

Her Majesty Queen Victoria, who has a gold dinner service
valued at over £800,000. At Windsor Castle there are two
State dinner services-—the one of gold, which will dine 150

ersons ; the other of silver—both of which were formed by
yeorge IV., who regarded them as his own property; but
‘William 1V. made themn over to the Crown. The great silve:
wine-cooler made by Rundell and Bridge for George IV.
weighs 7,0000z., and 1s inclosed with plate-glass, the silver being
superbly chased and ornamented. The Royal plate at Windsor
is altogether worth about £1,800,000. There are quaint pieces
which were taken from the Spanish Armada; a peacock of
precious stones from India, which is valued at £40,000; a
tiger's heéad (also from India), which has a solid ingot of gold
for its tongue, and crystal teeth ; and a wonderful collection of
splendidly-ornamented gold shields, one of which was made
foy George IV., out of his snuff-boxes, and is worth £10,000.
There are four hundred plates, which cost 26gs. cach. The
Marquis of Dreadalbane is the owner of o fine service of gold

late, valued at £120,000. It has been frequently sent to

erth Station for the Queen’s use on her journeys to and
from Scotland. Baron Rothschild ewns a gold diuner service,
which was recently used at a banquet given to the German
Emperor. Its estimated value is £100,000. The Duke of
‘Westminster owns the finest silver plate in the world. The
plate at the Mansion House is valued at £20,000. The Duke
of Cumberland probably owns the greatest quantity of plate
of amy individual in the world, its weight being estimated at
twelve tons. Two maguificent silver dinner services that once
belonged te the Sovereign of this country have found their
way to foreign Courts: one to Holland on the death of
William II1., which was valued at £10(),000‘, and the other of
nearly equal value to Belgium, through Frince Leopold (the
husband of ‘the Princess Charlotte), who afterwards became
King of Belgium., ; .
642. Who made the thinnest sheet of iron ever produced-?

«One of the iron maqlffa.cturers:bf Swansea, who succeeded ig
~a sheet of iron so thin that it required at least

m
4,800 sheets to make one inch in thickness, Tissue paver is
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1-1200th of an inch thick, while this sheet was only 1-4800th of
an inch in thickness. It measured 10in., by 53in., and weighed
but 20grs, being, in fact,a sort of iron “godsamer.” Many
%ears ago there was sent to England from Pittsburg, in the

nited States, a letter written on a sheet made from iron, 1,000
of, which laid upon each other only made one inch in thickness;
the dimensions being &in. by 5}in, and weighing 69grs.
Since then Wales surpassed America, Statfordshire surpassed
Wales, and then once more Wales took the lead, and at length
Swansea carried off the palm by making the sheet of iron first
described of the finest appearance and the thinnest that has

»yet been seen by mortal eyes. Visiting cards of thin iron have
been made by a Belgian manufacturer, 400 to the inch ; by
Count Harrach, 640 to the inch ; by Baron Krupp, 820 to the
inch ; and by Count Renard, 1,000 to the inch. lron shavings
can be cut of an immense length. Mr. W. E. Doneﬁy
produced one 107ft. long, and Mr. Birsching exhibited one
110ft. in length. Worth’s Museum in New York contained
one 175ft. long, and the Brush Electric Company at Cleveland
turned out one measuring 237ft., which hung on the. walls of
the company’s works unbroken for eight years. But even this
record is said to have been since beaten by a steel shaving
2651t. long, produced by a New York steel firm.

643. Were hats ever taxed in this country ?

Yes. By the statute 24 George IIL, chapter 51 (1784), it
was enacted that all retailers of hats, commonly called felt or
wool stuff or beaver hats, or any leather or japanned hats,
should take out an annual license, the charge for which was 40s.
in London and 5s. elsewhere. It was further enacted that for
every hat sold by a licensed retailer there should be paid
the following duties : Not exceeding 4s. in value, 3d. ;
above 4s. and not exceeding 7s. in value, 6d.; from 7s.
to 12s. in value, 1s.; above 12s. in value, 2s. A subsequent
statute, 36 George ITIL, chapter 125 (1796), directed all
hats prior to delivery to be stamped on the lining, under
a penalty of £10. All hats imported were subjected by
the statute 43 George III., chapter 68 (1803), to a duty of 21s.
each. The taxes were all removed in 1811 and never 're-
imposed. Every person in 1571, in Queen Elizabeth’s reign,
if above seven years of age, was required to’wear, on Sundays
and holidays, a cap of wool, knit,made, thickened and dressed
in, England by some of the trade of cappers, under the
forfeiture of 3d., equal to at’least 3d:® now, for every day

glect. Hats were not made in England till 1518, Silk hats
were first introduced abdut 1820, %n the smallest towns in

0
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Germany only the sweeps wear the chimney-pot hat. The
United Kingdom is the greatest hat-making country in the
world, and upwhrds of 12,000,000 are exported annually, valued
at £4,000,000 sterling. '

644. Whiech is the oldest village band in this eountry ?

That of Stedham, a village on the River Rpther, in the
district of Midhurst, in Sussex. The Stedham village band
dates back as far as 1790, when Henry Bailey was its leader.
In 1837 the band adopted a uniform of white trousers and caps,
circled by blue bands. A little later the blue band on the caps
vanished, and a red band took its place, the bandsmen thinking
this made a better show. In 1872, blue tunics and trousers
came into vogue, to yield in 1889 to the costume now worn,
that of the Hussar, with gold lace bands on caps. The
present drummer’s great-grandfather played in the band
nearly 100 years ago. At Bury there is a celebrated brass
band (Besses-o’-th’-OBarn) which has been established over
a century, arfl its only support is the profits from a
“social,” to which between 300 and 400 members pay 4s. a
year. THere is not a single gentleman subscriber to the band.
With two exceptions, all the instrumentalists work as journey-
men. In 1892 they earned over £1,000 by playing at
cqneerts.  The biggest prize* they cver won was £231 10s. at
Belle Vue, Manchester, in the same year.

645. Has type ever been set by telegraphy ?

Mr. Donald Murray, a journalist employed on the ‘Sydney
Morning ilerald,’ N.S.W., has invented a printing telegraph of
a somewhat novel character. By this invention it is possible «
to operate at a distance, over a single telegraph wire, a type-
writer, type-setting machine, piano, or any other keyboard
instrument. The invention consists of a repetition of two
very siinple elements, namely : (1) a transmitting element (at
the, sending station) which, by the depression of a key,
transmits a certain combination of five short positive and
negative cprrents; (2) an interpreting element (at the re-
ceiving station), by the passage through which of a givea
combination of positive and negative currents a lever is
released and .makes electrical contact, thps energizing a par-
ticular elactro-magnet which operates a certain tyl;{>e~ Koy,
only one interpréting element being completely unlocked by
anyr given combination of currents. Thirty-two transmittin
elements, conncted in parallel, form the transmitter, g,ng
othirty-two interpretifig elemefits form the, interpreter, and
thase, cor?bined with a shift-key device, a typewriter, and &
battery, all suitabl,\‘r connected, comprise the vssential featurey

. N o

-
“



TO A ;‘HOUSAND QUESTIONS. 305

of the machine. Another type-setting machine by telegraphy
was designed in 1891 by Major Law, commercial attaché to the
British Embassy at St. Petersburg. It was designed for the
purposes of setting up type simultaneonsly in two or more
stations at long distances apart. By Major Law’s invention a
Jogirnal, with its central office in London, could be set up
simultaneoudly there and in provincial centres.

646. Is the heat of water increased by putting the kettle
on the fire after it has once boiled ?

No, water cannot be heated above its boiling point, which,
swith the barometer at 30in., is 212deg. Fahr., unless pressure
bhe employed by preventing the escape of the generated steam.
Boiling, or the emission of steam in bubbles, consists in the
formation of a vapour of equal elasticity to that of the
atmosphere, which exerts its pressure on the surface of the
liquid. It therefore follows that any lessening or increasing
of the pressure of the air is gccompanied by 7 corresponding
depression or elevation of the bhoiling point. It has heen
ascertained that a variation of one-tenth of an ingh in the
barometer produces a dilterence of fully a twentieth of a degree
TFahrenheit in the boiling point. By confining water in an
air-tight vessel, it may be heated to a temperature only limited
by the strcngtil of the vessel. Liquids in general hoil from
» 60deg. to 140deg. lower than their ordinary hoiling point when
heated zn wacuo. The attraction of a tluid for the surface of
the vessel in which it is boiled has an intluence on the boiling
point. Water boils at 212deg. in a metallic vessel, in a glass
» vessel at’ 2l4deg., while M a vessel varnished inside with
shellac the heat may be raised to 220deg. without ebullition
taking place.
647. Who carries on the largest bookselling business in
the world ?

Mr. Cole, of Melbourne, who, in his book arcade in that
city, keeps over a million hooks in stock. d'he shelves are
crowded from floor to ceiling, and stretch away from the
éntrance into the far distance. People are allowed by Mr.
Cole to go in and read, and spend hours in doing so on the
comfortable loungess provided by him for his patrons. The
greater number of those who avail themselves of this per-
mission go away without making a single’ purchase. This

rivilege involves a certain amoint of risk and loss to she
{;oakse ler, but he finds that qn the whole it pays him well.
Mr. Cole’s first start in $he ook tradevas with a barrow ins
lbourne market, and by,his industry and push ltg has now
succeeded in establishing his colossal busingss.
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648. Has any ready means been devised of converting
sand ikto a firm foundation ?

Such a means was recently described by its inventor, Mr.
Neukirch, before the American Congress of Engineers. He
converts the sand into a sort of concrete by forcing into it
cement in powder through a pipe by means of cair pressufe.
The pipe has an internal diameter of about 13in., and 1s drawn
to a point at the lower end, in which therc are three or more
holes of about #in. diameter. The upper end 1s connected
by a bend and rubber tubing with the air-pressure supply-

ipe in such a manner that the pipe can be raised,

owered, and moved while the air - pressure is acting
through it. In the air-pressure supply-pipe, provision is
made enabling any desired quantity of cement powder to
be fed into the air current. After the injection of air has
ceased, the grains of sand in subsiding adhere very firmly
togesher, and gxperiments have shown that a natural bed of
sand, after having one-fifth of its volume of cement injected
into it, will, after the operation, occupy a smaller space than
before ; this was shown by the fact that the surface of the
sand-concrete lay deeper than that of the surrounding natural
sand-bed. The cement carried by the air is retained by the
moist or wet sand and forms sand-concrete, which is as firm as
arock. The introduction of the lance tube into the sand-bed,
is effected by first blowing air through it, so that the air issning
from the lower end forces back the sand, and in setting it in
motion renders the sinking of the tube to considerable depths,
such as 16tt. to 19ft., readily possible in a comparatively short ,
space of time.

649. Which country has the most inefficient army in the
world ?

Corea, a kingdom on the east coast of Asia—betwecen the
Sea’of Japan and the Yellow Sea—the native name of which
is Choson, or Morning Calm. The true comicality of the
Corean Court and army, and the utter inefliciency of the
Jatter, can bnly, says a rccent traveller in that country, be
discovered upon one of the occasions (now somewhat rare)
when the King goes in State throngh th® city to visit some
temple or:tomk. The following account of what was
wignessed on one such occasion can leave no doubt that
Corea exceedseevery other ‘country so far as the inefliciency
of its army is comeerncd. &From an early hour m <¢he
morning the streets were guarded by military of a specieg
unigue i® the world The infautry lined the roadway,
and tyere for (thes most part lying aslcep on the ground.
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They had almost ag many flags as men; and their muskets,
examined as they stood piled together, were commonly destitute
either of hammer, trigger, dr plate, sometimes of all three, and
were fraquently leld together by string, while the bayonets
were bent and rusty. The cavalry were even more remarkable.
These were glad in uniforms probably about 300 years old,
consisting of a battered helmet with a spike, and a cuirass of
black leather, studded with brass bosses and worn over a heavy
jerkin of moth-eaten brocade. Enormous jack-boots completed
the costume, and rendered it difficult for the men to mount
fheir steeds, cven though they were rarely more than eleven
hands high. Banners of yecllow, red, and green, with a tuft of
pheasant feathers at the top, and stacks of arrows were carried
In front of the officers, who were with difficulty supported by
squires on their pyramidal saddles. "

650. Who has stood godmother to the largest number
of children ? ’ B
The ex-Empress Eugénie, widow of Napoleon III., who stood
odmother to 3,831 children. Amongst her possessioas are six
oxés, containing the namecs of these 3,834 children ; they
were born in France on the 16th day of March, 1856, and on
the preceding day the Emperor and Empress had declared it
to be their intention to stand in that rclation as sponsors fdr
sall those children who should be born on the same day as the
Prince Imperial. The ex-Empress was born on the 5th of May,
1826, and 1s, therefore, in her sixty-ninth year. Her marriage
with Nappleon was celebrated with great magnificence on the
* 29th day of January, 1853, At Notre Dame. She now resides
in this country, and 1s on very friendly terms with our Queen.
Her only son, the Prince Imperial, entered the Woolwich
Military Academy, and in 1875 completed with distinction a
regular course of study. Volunteering to serve with the
Eunglish Artillery in the Zulu campaign of 18%79, he was killed
-on the 1st of June in that year, when rcconnoitring, by a party
of Zulus in ambush.

651. Which English Archbishop killed a man ?

George Abbott, who was born at Guildford on 29th Octobes,
1562, and beeame Arthbishop of Canterbury. In the summer
of 1621 Lord Zouch invited him to a hunting party at Brams-
hill Park, Hampshire. Crossbows were used in the sport, apd
on the 24th July, Abbott, when shooting at a*buck, had the
miffortune to kill one, Peter Hawkins»a gamekeeper. The,
»men had already been warned to keep out of the huntsmen’s
way, and the coroner’s #§ury returned a verdi®t of per
infortunium sue proprie culpe. News ‘of’-the occurrence

’
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was sent to the King, who declared that none but a fool
or a knave would think the worse of 4 man for such an
event, and that the like had often nearly happened to
himself. The archbishop was greatly distressed : he pre-
scribed for himself a monthly fast on Tuesday, the day
of the misfortune, and settled £20 a year on Hawkirs's
widow, which, in Oldy’s words, soon procured” her another
husband. But others would not allow the matter to be so
easily passed over. At the moment four bishops-elect were
awaiting consecration ; ome of them, John Williams, who
had been nominated to the See of Lincoln, refused to be
consecrated by Abbott, declaring that to receive consecration
at Abbott’s hands would be sacrilege. Atter a halting decision
of a Commission, whose members were evenly divided as to
the scandal caused to the Church by the homicide, it was
thought fitting to grant Abbott a formal pardon or dispensa-
tion, which was duly signed by King James. Abbott’s
reputation, hot-ever, never quite recovered from the slur which
had been cast upon it. Three of the bishops-elect later on
refused tv be consecrated by him, and he in deference to their
views delegated the duty to the Bishop of London.

652. Who is the best lady rifle-shot in the British Isles ?

®Miss Leale, who is a member of the National Rifle Asso"
ciation, and who created a sensation by her remarkable scoringe
at the Bisley Meeting, in July, 1891. Miss Leale is the
daughter of a race of marksmen. Her father, a marksman of
high repute, i3 surgeon-major in the Guernsey Militia, and she
has an uncle among the range offilers at Bisley. A daughter
of Lord Roberts is a good shot. In a ladies’ shooting com-
petition at Simla, she carried off the first prize with a score of
130 out of a possible 150, the second prize in another match,
and was very near winning a third. One of the most noted
shats among modern ladies is Lady Eva Quin, niece of Lord
Connemara, renowned for her tiger-destroying exploits in India.
She has killed six full-grown tigers. While shooting these
animals, she had no protection but the howdah of her elephant,
that is, the seat or couch which is placed on its baek for the
rider. .
653. Whiﬁh elogk in the world has the greatest number
. of faees?
In a building in San Fratteisco which has 5Q0 rooms there is
, aglock with 500 dialg; one dial being for each room. The d#als
are operated with compressed air, which is conducted in pipeg
all over *lie building. A clock®constructed by the late
Beativais M. Verité, engineer to the Northern Railway Company
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and presented by, him to the Bishopric of Beauvais, is a
masterpiece of mechanism, being provided with fifty-two faces,
marking the hour, the day, the week, the month, the year, the
rising and setting of the sun, the phases of the moon, the
tide, the time in the principal cities of the world, and a whole
scties of astponomical and terrestrial evolutions. It is com-
posed of 92,000 pieces, which all receive their motive power
from a little weight of 50 grains. The mounting is in oak wood
and exquisitely carved.  When the hour strikes an extra-
ordinary movement is produced, and the whole structure
seems alive. The artist wished to give an idea of the Last
Judgment. A cock crows, angels sound the trumpet at the
four cardinal points, and tlames 1ssue from the openings in the
turrets, placed to the right and left. The Eternal Father looks
round as if to judge the world. A soul advances and takes its
stand before the Sovereign Arbiter. It is the soul of an
impenitent sinner. Its works are found wanting, and it is
condemned. A hideous demdn, armed with 4 fork, pounces
upon the unfortunate one and hurls him into the eternal abyss.
Next comes the turn of the just soul. It appears béfore God,
receives a favourable judgment, and is to be admitted into the
joys of Heaven. Immediately angels make a guard of honour
and escort it in triumph to the mansions above, while the gir
, Tesounds with sweet music.

654. Is there any periodical which, without being issued
' either in print or any other kind of graphic mul-
tiplication, is reagl to its subseribers by telephone ?

A daily telephonic journal in Buda-Pesth is read to its sub-
seribers per telephone. A Hungarian supplies the following
details regarding this remarkable periodical : “For the purposes
of the telephonic editor, the city of Buda-Pesth is divided into
eight sections, each section having one conducting wire. The
apparatus by which the news is supplied to each house occifpies
a space of 51n. square, and has two tubes, so that two members
of the family can get the news at once. The cost of putting
it inis 35s., and cach subscriber pays a rate of 2s. 6d. per
month for the special newspaper service. The news collector
does his work in tie night, and having his budget filled, he
takes his place in the central office at nine in the morning and
begins to tell his story, which is given in a telegraphic style,
clear, condensed, and precise. In®five minutes after the first
deélivery the budget of newsds repeatesl, in case some sub-
«gribers may not have heard. At ten o'clock the fgreign news
is given, and after eleven he doings of the Hungafan Parlia-
ment. Various items of city news are given durjng the day.”
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655. Which London roads or streets have the widest
footpaths ? !

Two in the East-end, namely, Mile-end Road and Com-
mercial Road East, which far surpass in the width of their
footways any streets in the West-end or in any other part of
London. The tootpaths of these two streets arq i cach case
almost as wide as the Strand roadway. Farringdon Street is
the widest thoroughfare in the City of London ; and Petherton
Road, Canonbury, is the widest road in suburban
London. The busiest traffic in the City of London is not
found in its widest street (Farringdon Street), but at the point
where so many important lines of traffic converge in Mansion
House Street. So great is the traffic within the comparatively
small area of the City, that the services of nearly 200 members
of the City police frce are devoted to the dangerous and im-
portant duty of regulating it. There are at present 53 miles of
wood pavement in the Metropoljs, the streets of which extend
in the aggresdtc over 1,966 miles. The construction of the
roads and streets is as follows : 537 miles of macadam, 280 of
granite, 53 of wood, 13} of asphalt, and 798 of flints or gravel.
The wood pavement, as at present laid down, is 980,533 square
yards, its cost being estimated at £120,000.

656. Hasany magistrate in Great Britain, whilst sitting
on the Bench, ever recommended suicide ?

This happened at the police-court of Kirkealdy, on Wednes-
day, the 4t]h day of October, 1893, Bailic Westwater being the
magistrate presiding on the occasion. James Scott, Ueseribed «
as a labourer, was bronght up before the Bailie charged with
sleeping on ground belonging to the Kirkcaldy Pottery. Scott,
who was stated to have frcquently been convicted of dis-
turbances, asked to be let oft and he would leave the town.
The magistrate : “I will allow you to go on that condition.
C'erta.infy you are no credit to the town. If you cannot do
better, I think you should just commit suicide and be done
with it.” Spicide is by English law a felony, so that any
magistrate giving this advice south of the Tweed would lay
higpself open to the charge of inciting to the commission of a
felony. ¢
657. At what hour do birds go to sleep?

¥any birds, wrobably the great majority, gosto sleep within
a very short time of spnset, whide numbers continue to roath,
find, like the nighitingale, pour forth their song for hours up te
pear:midnéght. The blackcap is oe:asionally known to trill
as lafg as ten o'cloct: on a fine evening in June ; the woodlark

’
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also frequently sings till late at night, and has on that ground
been mistaken forithe nightingale. The sedge-warbler keeps
up a continual chirping fgr an hour or two after sunset. The
thrush does not go to sleep in the summer evenings till half-
Kast nine. The robin is the latest retiring bird in the United

{jngdom ; it may often be heard singing until midnight in
the early stmmmer, and in the winter 1s to be seen hopping
about long after all other birds have sought repose. The
cuckoo is the earliest riser in the morning, followed by the
greenfinch at 1.30 a.m., the blackcap at 2.30, the quail at 3, the
blackbird at 4, the robin and wren at 4.30, the thrush about
44,50, followed by the house sparrow, tomtit, and lark at a
later hour.

658. Which British artist is considered to be the best
portrayer of bird life ? .

Mr. Henry Stacy Marks, R.A., who has recently celebrated
his 65th birthday, having been born on the 13th day of
September, 1829. In this br@nch of art he i# absolutely un-
equalled. The artist became a student at the Royal Academy
at the age of twenty-two, and amongst the earl§ pictures
exhibited by him were : “ St. Francis Preaching to the Birds,”
“Old Friends,” “From Sunny Seas,” and “A Nelect Com-
mittee.” Mr. Marks painted twelve panels of birds, which
were placed in Eaton Hall) the scat of the Duke of West-
minster ; some * Flamingoes and Storks ” for Mr. Hodgson, of
Audley Street ; and in 1889 held an “ Exhibition of Birds” in
the Fine Art Socicty’s rooms, New Bond Street, which was
extremely popular. This grtist also drew the designs for the
interior decoration of the Gaiety Theatre, London, and the
Princess’s, Manchester. .

659. What is the greatest yield of honey ever secured
from one hive ?

The largest weight of honey taken in a single season from
one hive is 1,0001b. from a stock of Cyprians,belonging to Mr.
B. F. Carroll, of Dresden, Texas. ILarge yields of honey have
been obtained from the Great Cave beehive of Kentucky.
This consists of a natural cave hollowed out of the solid rock,
150ft. high, and hag an area of about four acres. The yeatly

ield amounts, on some occasions, to 700lb. or 800lb. In
ilngland nothing approaching this has evkr been recorded.
Yields of 1,3601b. from seven hiyes, or nearly 200lb. per hive,
hgve been reported, an average that single colonies have fre-
quently exceeded. Mr. Simntns has ta¥en 50lb. from a single
*®olony in seven days, ang in 1886 one stock gavesgver 2501b.,
2001b. of which was in sections. A bee farm near Becton,
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Canada, of four acres, has nineteen millions of bees, which
produce 75,000lb. of honey every year. ' The largest bee
owner in the world is Mr. Harbison, of California, who
has 6,000 hives, producing 200,000lb. of honey per annum,
worth about £8,000. The total number of hives in Europe
and the United States is 7,424,000, and the annual pro-
duct 183,000,0001b. There are 70,000 bee-keepers in the
United States, but the average which they get from their
hives is only 22lb., whereas the average in England is 50lb.
The industry of bee-keeping has been somewhat neglected in
this country. It was recently stated that in the county of
Kent (by no means an exceptionally good county for honey'
production) 100 tons of honey might, if the bee-keepers were
sufficiently skilful, be produced each year, of the value of
£33,600. .

660. What is the greatest number of people that ever

went yp in the same dalloon ?

Thirty-seven. An experienced French aeronaut, M. Nadar,
in 1862, thade a successful ascent accompanied by fourteen
other persons, while in the following year, in his colossal
balloon, “ Le Géant,” M. Nadar and his assistant made another
ascent, accompanied by thirty-five soldiers. The car to this
balloon was a cottage in wicker-work, giving plenty of room for
the thirty-seven voyagers who made the ascent on that occasion. ‘
They ascended on Sunday, the 18th October, 1863, in the pre-
sence of about half a million spectators, and effected a descent,
after a flight of seventecn hours,in Hanover on the day follow-
ing. ‘
661. Who owns the most powerful microscope in the

world ?

Mr. H. Sorby in 1865 exhibited his spectrum microscope, by
which the millionth of a grain of blood was detected. A giant
amongst microscopes has recently been exhibited at Chicago
by the Munich Poeller Physical and Optical Institute, to whom
it belongs. “T'his instrument has, under ordinary conditions, a
myenifying power of 11,000 linear perspective, but by im-
mersing the lenses in vaseline oil, morespowerful objectives
can _be used, which will magnify 16,000 diameters. To give
an idea of this power, it may be said that the well-known
vinkgar eel, which is scarcely visible to the naked eye, would
appear on the screen ag a serpeng, more than 100ft. long ; whsle
the finest flour wuuﬁf look like a heap of rough stones. Th
best.1nicrogtbpes are usually supplied with six or seven object-
glassdy—varying in gower from 20 to 2,500 diameters,
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662. What is the I}ighest; price ever paid for a Christmas
card ?

9

The highest price at wltich Christmas cards are sold is five
guineas, while the great bulk range from 5s. to 2s. 6d. down to
six, or ten for one penny. Cards which would, if sold, cost
enormouns sums of money are painted by several of the best
artists for their intimate friends. Some of the designers of
cards earn as much as from £700 to £1,000 per annum. Mr.
Poynter, R.A., received -500 guineas for a design, and Miss
Rebecca Coleman £25 foranother. Amongst amateur designers
of Christmas cards Mr. Frank Lockwood, Q.C., M.P., may be -
singled out as the producer of many original and unique ideas,
whilst most painters of repute invariably design something
scasonable for their friends. These are highly prized. The
Prigcess of Wales annually orders about £15 worth of Christmas
cards.

663. Where is the largest willow-tree in England ?

At Boreham, Essex, for quality and size, was one of the
finest willows on record. It measured, when do®n, 101it.
long, 5ft. 9in. in diameter, weighed upwards of eleven tons,
and was as sound as a bell. It was planted in 1835, and was
taken down April 19th, 1888, for the sole purpose of making
cricket bats, 1,179 being made out of it. There are sevelal
celebrated willow-trees in this country. One near Bury St.
Edmunds 1s almost 80ft. high, while the stem measures 19ft. in
girth ; it is called the “Abbot’s willow,” and is supposed to
have been planted before t):e dissolution of the monastery in
the reign of Henry VIIL. Another cclebrated tree, the
“Bedford willow,” grew at Lichfield, and is said to have
been planted by Dr. Johnson. The trunk at 6ft. above the
ground measured 21ft. iir girth, and extended 20ft. in height of
that vast size before dividing into enormons ramifications.
The whole trunk, thus comprising about 120ft. of solid timber,
continued until April, 1829, when the tree was blown down by
2 violent storm. The most complete collection of willow-trees
in cultivation in Great Britain is that at Woburn, the seat of
the Duke of Bedford.

664. Have photog';-aphs ever been taken under water 'x;.

Photographs under water have been successfully taken on
several occasions. The Prince f Monaco has obtained wery
sficcessful negatives of the ogean bed ynder electric illumina-
dion, and his yacht, the /rincess Alece, i3 furnished with s
complete photographic squipment and laboratdy. A sub-
marine observatory, in which photographs, can be taken,
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exists at Naples, constructed by Signor Toselll. 1t is a steel
chamber with plate-glass floors, and a scollapsing float to
sink it to differant depths. It can accommodate eight persons,
and is illuminated by electric light. Two Scotch photo-
graphers have devised an apparatus for taking photographs
under water, and have proluced several submarine pictures, of
the bottom of the sea in the IFirth of Clyde, near Gourock.
M. Louis Boutan has succeeded in taking submarine photo-
graphs under various conditions. A camecra constructed for
several successive exposures was inclosed in a metal box pro-
vided with plane-parallel glass windows mounted in copper
‘rings. The apparatus was fixed on a heavy stand providéd
with weights, so as to give it a steady footing on the sea
bottom. Near the shore, in shallow water, the camera could
be placed in position without the neccessity of the observer
entering the water, and negatives were obtained by direct
sunlight in about ten minutes. With an exposure of thirty
minutes, negatives could be optained at the greatest depth
ever reached by a diver.

665. Whet is the longest time any bird has existed
without food ?

The South American Indians assert that the condor can fast
for forty days. The raptorial birds are satisfied with a single
répast, and as those which feed upon carrion and do not capture
their own prey cannot find the wherewithal to satisfy their’
appetites at will, they are frequently compelled to endure long
periods of hunger. An eagle can live twenty eight days with-
out food. There are instances on record of hens keing left
aceidentally without food for three or four weeks. When dis-
covered they were in a very exhausted state, but soon regained
their appetites.

666. Which quadruped is the best leaper ?

The flying lemur, which can accomplish leaps of as many or
morée yards as the second best leaper amongst quadrupeds can
accomplish feet.” This species of lemur 1s provided with a
kind of parchute arrangement, which counects its fore anc
hind limbs, and also its tail, in onc sheet for supporting
it.in its immense leaps through the  air. It has been
observed in some of its flying leaps to swoop through
the air for a distance of between 200ft. and 300ft, or
very nearly the full length of Westminster Hall, or three
times the length of the House of Commons. These leaps
re .made from tree: either tO the ground or to another
red. #t a ,lower clevation. ~ The best Jeuper from the:
grouid anfongst quadrupeds is the kangaroo, which covers,
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)
without diflicuity, between 60ft. and 70ft. Tt can leap clean
over a horse, and takes fences from 12ft. to 14ft. in height
Specimens of this Australian leaper can le seen at the
Zoological Gardens. The jerboa, W}JiCh looks like a kangaroo
in miniature, progresses over the ground by a series of leaps
so rapid, that it secms to skim over the surface like a bird.
%‘he j(llnnping‘ hare can clear between 20ft. and 30ft. at a single
ound.

667. Who were the first ladies admitted to the order of
knighthood ?

The ladies of Tortosa, a town in Spain, who signalized them-
sselves in one of the combats between the Spaniards and the
Moors. The ladies courageously mounted the ramparts of
their town and performed such prodigies of wvalour, that
Raimond Berenger, Count of Barcclona, instituted for them, in
1170, the military order of Knighthood of the Hacha, or Flam-
beau. They werited and obtained in the same year several
honourable privileges, most of which have since hecome obsolete.
They retained, howcever, until the early part of this century
the right of precedence in matrimonial ceremonias, let the
rank of the men be ever so distinguished. Ladies Harlcourt,
Giray, and Suffolk were knighted in the reigns of Edward IIL,
Henry V., and Henry V1.--as Knights of the Garter they wore
the emblem above the elbow on the left arm. In the reigr®of
Elizabeth—at the time of the Armada—Lady Cholmondeley,
of Vale Royal, near Chester, known as *“the bold lady of
Cheshire,” received the honour of knighthood from the Virgin
Queen. Two orders of knighthood for women have been
instituted in this country during Her Majesty’s reign, viz., the
Royal Order of Victoria and Albert, consisting of four classes,
the first two for Royalties, and the third and fourth for
peeresses and ladies in attendance on the Queen ; and the
Imperial Order of the Crown of India, founded in 1878 for
Royalties and the wives and relatives of Tadian princes and
high Indian ofticials. ’

668. On what railway ip the world are“sails used ?

.

On the Kansas Pacific Railway, on which ears with sails are
used for the long stretches of level land. The masts are cleyen
feet high, and the siils triangular-shaped, with two booms, It
is stated that on the plains a spced of fortysiniles an hour has
been attained by ‘these sailing trains, with the wind right
abeam and the sail close-hauled, over a road full of ngly
cltrves. In the early days of wailways the Baltimore and Ohio

..and had recourse to the wind as a motor, and g sailing caf,
nown as the Meteor, was¢ invented by Evan Thonws, and ran

-
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for somic time, “whenever the wind was favourable.” The
* Charleston Courier’ of March 20, 1830, describes an experi-
ment with a c4r on the South Carplina Railway. Sail cars
have also been used on the level roads of Holland, Spain, and
China.
669. How many lobsters are eaten daily in Greut
Britain ? i

Between scventy and cighty thousand. The greater part of
the lobsters eaten in this country come from Norway and
Nova Scotia. In the case of London, they are not brought to
market at once, but are kept in perforated boxes in the,
Thames, so that the demand for them can be met as it arises.
Of the 27,000,000 lobsters consumed in this country in the
course of a year, the home fisheries of the United Kingdom
only yield 1,810,000. The average wholesale price of the
lobsters caught by the United Kingdom fishermen in 1891 was
10s. 83d. per dozen ; £1 9s. 23d. per hundred, and £44 12s. 33d.
per thousand. *Of the lobsters exported from Halifax, N.S.,
three-fourths are sent to Great Britain. Recently vessels
have been“biinging live lobsters to this country from Canada,
and if the venture proves sufliciently successful, one or more
steamers will be built for the trade, each with a capacity for
£5Q,000 lobsters, and making about fourteen trips a year.

670. In what city has the largest number of hotels been
erected in the shortest space of time ?

In the course of eight or nine months previous to the
opening of the Chicago Kxhibition in that city, more than one
hundred large hotels were built, a few of them capable of
accommodating 1,000 visitors each ; some were only temporary
constructions, but some are permanent, well constructed
buildings. Counting the smaller hotels capable of holding
about fifty persons each, the total nnmber built near Jackson
Park was 278.

671. In which country does all the land belong to the
State ? : ‘

In China, where only a trifling sum per acre, never altered
throngh long centurics, is paid as rent. There is no other tax
in that country, and it amounts to but 2s. Gd. per head. The
soil in Chind 18 86 rich that the holdings are generally very
small, and it has been estima¢ed that a square gile is capable
of supporting 3,840 persons. In Chili all mining land is com-
sidered as belonging t6 the State, and can be-worked by any-
body-on pasyment of an acrcage tax, compeusation bein§”
paid “otvners ” only in case of actual property destroyed.
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tu the Dutch possessions in Java, or that whole island
except the most wistern portion, all the land belongs to the
State, and is let on hereditary lease. On September 18th,
1811, when Holland felt %orced to yield to Napoleon I., this
territory was taken by the linglish, who instituted a free land
system, but they restored it to the Dutch in 1814, and in 1830,
the old plan, called the “Culture System,” was revived.
Previous to the Ileformation, 50 per cent. of the land in
England belonged to the Church.

672. What is the longest name ever given to an English
child ?

One for every letter of the alphabet. Anna Bertha Cecilia
Diana Emily Fanny Gertrude Hypatia Inez Jane Kate
Louise Maud Nora Ophelia Quince Rebecca Starkey Teresa
Ulysis Venus Winifred Xenophon Yetty Zeus Pepper,
daughter of Arthur DPepper, laundryman, and Sarah,
his wife, who was born at West Derby, Liverpool, on the 17th
of December, 1882. The daughter of the Archiuke Stephen of
Austria bears Christian names as follows : Maria Iinmaculata
Caroline Margarethe Blanca Leopoldine Beatrix Igmdz Josefine
Rafaela Michela Anna Stanislaus Hieronymus Camird
Katharina Petra Cecilia—cighteen of them altogether. The
LRev. Ralph William Lyonel Toilemache-Tollemache had a
fondness for long names. His eldest boy was christefled
Lyulph Yderallo Odin Nestor Egbert Lyonel Toedmag Hugh
Erchenwyse Saxon lisa Cromwell Orme Nevill Dysart Plan-
tagenet ; while a danghter is Lyona Decima Veronica Esyth
Undine, Cyssa Hylda Rqwena Adela Thyra Ursula Ysabel
Blanche Lelias Dysart Plantagenet. A clergyman informs us
that a friend of his rejoices in having the names of the twelve
Cresars tacked on to his surname. And the same was the case _
with one of his old vergers who died in May, 1894 The un-
abridged name of the King of Siam consists of forty-six
ﬁesign}ations, though His Majesty is called for short Chulalon-

orn L. .
£73. Which beauty show ever held had the largest

number of entrants?

Those of the late, P, T. Barnum and Messrs. Pears, the ncted
soap manufacturers, in 1889, when the entranis in each show
numbered several thousands. In the case of Pears’ show these
were gradually reduced by succggssive leets arranged by, the
adjudicators, until the list was reduced to folr to receive the
leading prizes of £50, £25, £00, and £ For a beauty show at

®Spa, in 1888, 350 candidgtes sent in their photos, which were
finally reduced to twenty actual competitors, The%how lasted

?
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fourteen days, when each of these ambitious beauties had to sit
every evening tg be gazed at hy the spectators, who paid bfrs.
for the privilege. A heauty show was held at Nice recently ;
the first prize was £40 in cash, £24 for the second, and £12 for
the third. Competitors from abroad received the cost of their
journeys, and on their arrival were boarded and lodged free at
a first-class hotel. A male beauty competition wds held some
years ago at Vienna. The jury consisted of fourteen ladies—
who awarded the first prize to a wine merchant, the second to
a gentleman who owned a well-kept and flowing moustache
20in. in length : a barber received a third prize as having the
Jongest nose, and a book-keeper was awarded the lowest prize*
for the finest specimen of a bald head.

674. Which is the.most fatal mission-field for English-
men ?

Sierra Leone, on the West Coast of Africa, unquestionably.
It has sometim®s been styled te * White Man’s Grave,” and
no fewer than three bishops in succession died within three
years of tlfeir consccration. In the first twenty years of the
mission’s existence fifty - threc missionaries or missionaries’
wives died at their posts. In 1823, out of five missionaries
whp went out, four died within six months ; in the next year
six voluntcers were accepted, and of these two died within
four montks of their landing. These losses seemed to draw
out more zeal, for next year three more went forth, of whom
two died within six months,

675. Which country in Europe ‘Circulates the smallest
coin in currency ?

Portugal. The Portuguese coin representing three-reis is
worth twelve one-hundredths of a penny. There is no one-reis
piece coined. A thousand reis are cqual to one milreis, whieh
at the average rate of exchange is worth about 4s. 5d. in
English money, ot about four and a half milreis to the pound
sterling. The five-millesima coin of Gibraltar is worth about,
one-eighth of a penny. The smallest Engligh coin in value now
issyed 1s the farthing, but at onc time half and one-third farthing
pieces were coined.  The smallest Knglish® coin in size is the
silver #hreepenny picce : while the Ttalian silver centesima is
a slightly smaller coin. In the southern part of Russia the
peadants use a «oin of such®small value that*it would take
250,000 of them to ke worth ¢ 5s. piece, and these coin®
ate §o scarce that a man who has a hubdred is lookede.
upon-gs rick” and one who has a tharisand is considered very
wealthy. An old dapancse iron coin—the mouseng—was
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worth not more than one-224th of a penny; while in the
Malay Peninsula the natives have in use the very smallest
current coin in the world. It is a wafer made from the
resinous juice of a tree, and its value is about the one-10,000th
of a penny. In the coins last named, in exchange for an
Enjlish penny onc would get from a handful to a bagful of
those small coins.

676. What company was registered in this country with

shares of the lowest value ?

, The Ancient Gold Fields of Africa, Limited, was registered
with a capital of £10,000, divided into 9,600,000 shares of the
value of one farthing each. The first investors of a farthing
each in this remarkable company were a clerk at Greenwich, a
tontractor at Forest Gate, a clerk at Stqke Newington, an
accountant at Leyton, a flour salesman at Clapton Park, and
an engincer in the Strand. There are over 11,000 companies
in the United Kingdom, with a capital of more than 600 millions.
In one year, 1889, the new companies registered showed a
capital of 222 niillions sterling. The total capital spbscribed
for in that year was £125,400,000 and the amount paid in
calls £39,300,000.
677. Has any cargo of live fish cver been exported from
this eountry ? ?
In September, 1893, a cargo of young perch (perca-fluvialis)
was shipped to India by the screw steamer Clan Macpherson
from the Marquis of Exeter's famous fishery at Burghley
House, Northamptonshire.« The Neilgherry Fish and Game
Assaciation have for some time been desirous of introduc-
ing these fish into the Ootacamund waters at Madras,
and the matter was plaged in the hands of Mr. W. T. Silk,
the Marquis of Iixeter'’s pisciculturist, who had special
tanks constructed for their conveyance. ere are several
establishiments for the promotion of fish cultare in the United
Kingdom. The Midland Counties Fish Culture establishment
at Malvern Wells contains two hatcheries, and 100 ponds
capable of accommodating 6,000,000 of ova. %ir John Maitland
owns another at Stirling for hatching salmon and trout. Mr.
Armistead owns 1hd Solway Iishery, and Mr. J. Andrews
works another at Guildford. A large hatchery for sea fish has
been erected at Dunbar, which will hatch millions of food
fighes for distribution throughout’the various &shing grounds
around our coasts. In theoUnited Qtates there is a car
mpecially prepared for the transportation of live fish across the»
continent. It is fitted up with tanks, in which fishyare distri-
buted, according to their habits, for exportatiop to California.

]
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678. How many musical festivals are held in this eountry
in eash year?

Nine were held in 1893, two of which are held annually,
namely, the Gregorian Musical Festival, at St. Paul’s, London,
and the Eisteddfod, or Wealsh Musical Festival, held in 1893
at Pontypridd. The other seven, which arc held triennially,
were : Bristol, Cardiff, Cheltenham, Hovineham (two days),
Yorkshire, North Staftordshire, Norwich, and Worcester (held
alternately at Gloucester, Hereford, and Worcester). Three
other musical festivals are held triennially in this country,
namely, the Handel Festival at the Crystal Palace, Sydenhain,
and the Musical Festivals at Chester and Leeds. At the Norwich
Festival in 1893, five new works were presented. These were
Mr. Cowen’s cantata, the “ Water Lily ” ; Mr. Gaul’s cantata,
“Una”; Mr. J. F. Barnett’s cantata for female voices, the
“Wishing Bell”; Mr. German’s Second Symphony ; and a
Polish Fantasi.a for piano and oychestra by M. Paderewski.

679. Does any bird leave the egg fully feathered ? .

This i8 the case with the talcgalla, of Australia. This
peculiar bird is about the size of a turkey ; the whole of the
upper surface, wings and tail, is blackish-brown ; the feathers
of the under surface blackish-brown at the base, becoming
silvery-grey at the top ; skin of the head and neck deep pink-,
red, thinly sprinkled with short hair like blackish-brown
feathers ; wattle bright yellow, tinged with red where it unites
with the red of the neck ; bill black, irides and feet brown.
The talegalla does not sit on the egzs, but, having made a great
mound of vegetable material, which will develop sufficient
heat, deposits the eggs at a depth of several feet, the eggs not
being laid side by side, but having a distance of 9in. or 12in.
between each other, with the larze end upwards, and then
covered up. The heat of the mound hatches the eggs, and the
birds, on leaving the shell, are fully feathered. Recent obser-
vations have shown that the young talegallas have a downy
covering, which gives place to the new feathers, which become
developed and push the down oft before the bird leaves the

egy, and thus the first moulting takes place within the sheli.

680. When were the first and last State lotteries drawn
in this cbuntry ?

The first Stete lottery took place on the*11th January,
1568-69, in the reigp. of Queen Elizabeth, in a buildifig
erected for the pnrpose at the west end of Bt. Paul’s Cathe,
dralithe dyiwing continuing day andé night until May 6th o
the same year  [LThe tickels were on sale for nearly two yearg
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pteviouslyf The highest prize was £5,000—£3,000 in cash,
£700 in plate, and the remainder in tapestry. The total number
of lots was 400,000,%and the profits were devoted to the repair
of harbours. It is estimatgd that from 1793 to 1824 the British
Government raised on the average £346,765 every year by means
of lotteries. Amongst the more noted lotteries was one in the
interests of the British Museum in 1753 ; one on the sale of
Cox’s Museum 1in 1773 ; one for the building of the Adelphi ;
and the lottery for the Pigott diamond in 1801. On the 18th
of October, 1826, the last State lottery was drawn in England
(abolished by 6 George IV., c. 60). The ceremony took place
in Cooper’s Hall, Basinghall Street. One of the first acts of
the American Congress of 1776 was to institute a national
lottery, and the people welcomed it with great joy, but the
numerous private lotteries which gave rise to many scandalous
abuses aroused public opinion against them, and in most of
the States Acts were finally passed entirely prohibiting the
establishment of anything having the nature of a lottery.

681. Do plants breathe ? ’ ?

Plants, like animals, breathe the air; plants breathg through
their leaves and stems just as animals do by means of their
respiratory organs. When a young plant is analyzed it is
found to consist chiefly of water, which is all removed from the
soil ; there is about 75 per cent. or more of this fluid preserst,
and the rest is solid material. Of this latter by far the most
abundant constituent is carbon, almost every atom of which is
removed from the atmosphere by the vital action of minute
bodies contained inthe green leaves. The carbonistakeninto

,the plant*as carbonic acid+gas. Plants also absorb oxygen,
hydrogen, and nitrogen from the atmosphere in different

. quantities through their leaves, and also by means of their
roots. These new producgs stored are in turn used in building
up the different organs of the plant. Plants give off used-up
moisture through their leaves, just as animals perspire through
the pores of their skins. Calculations have been made a$ to
the amount of water thus perspired by plants. * The sunflower,
only 33ft. high, with 5,616 square inches of sarface exposed to
the air, gives off as much moisture as a man.

682. At what rate dpes thought travel ? -

One hundred and eleven feet per second, or,about a mile and
a quarter per minute. Elaborate experiments have been made
by Professors Helmholtz, Herschpand Donders to ascertaln
the facts on this question, thezresult of gwhich was that they
found the process of thought varied in rapidity in different®
Mdividuals; childrea andsold persons thinking wlere slowly

C . 22
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than people of middle age, and ignorant people more slowly
than the educated. It takes about two-(ifths of a second
to call to mifid the country in which a well-known town
is situated, or the language in which a familiar author wrote.
We can think of the name of the next month in half the
time we need to think of the name of the last month. Tt
takes on the average one-third of a second to @add numbers
containing one digit and half a second to multiply them.
Those uszd to reckoning can add two to three in less time
than others ; those familiar with literature can remember more
uickly than others that Shakespeare wrote “Hamlet.”
t takes longer to mention a month when a season has been
given than to say to what season a month belongzs. The time
taken up in choosing a motion, the “ will time,” can be
measured as well as the time taken up in perceiving. If it is
not known which of two coloured lights is to be presented,
and you offer to lift your right hand if it be red and your left
if it be blue, pbout 5th of a gecond is necessary to initiate
the correct motion. Scientists have been able to register the
sound wgves made in the air by speaking, and thus have
determined that in order to call up the name belonging to a
printed word about one-ninth of a second is needed, to a letter
one-sixth of a second, to a picture one-quarter of a second, and
te a colour one-third of a second.

683. In what part of London was a tomb erected with a«
Persian inseription ?

In the churchyard of St. Botolph’s (rebuilt 1741-44), Aldgate,
at the corner of Houndsditch, thenz was erected a tomb with a
Persian inscription. This tomb is over the grave of a Persian’
merchant, Hodges Shangsware, who was buried in “ Petty
France,” a part of the cemetery unconsecrated to Christian
burials, on the 10th of August, 1626. It was erected by the
merchant’s son, and is of stone, with certain Persian characters
theteon, which, translated, read as follows: “This grave is
made for Hodges Shangsware, the chicfest servant to the King
of Persia foy the space of twenty years, who came from the
King of Persia and died in his service. If any Persian cometh
qut of that country, let him read this and offer a prayer for
him. The Lord receive his soul, for kere lieth Maghmote
Shangsware; whe was born in the town of Novoy, in Persia.”

684. Has a. ¢pnviet afteg serving his term ever refused
to be set free ? «

+ Several cases of this kind Bave occurred.. At Graudenz a

prisoner yus released a short time ago who “as convicted Th

1850, of a doubleymurder and condemned to death, but his
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sentence was commuted by King Frederick William IV. to
penal servitude for life. He is a Russian subject, and was then
twenty years of age. Hasing always comported himself well
while in prison, Kaiser Wilhelm recently pardoned him, and he
was set free and conducted to the Russian frontier. But the
old'man-—he was then sixty-four years of age—wept bitterly as
he regained his freedom, not knowing where to go or how he
should earn his livelihood, and he expressed a strong desire to
be allowed to remain a convict. Mr. William Tallack, in his
lecture on prisons and criminal treatment, tells a strange
gbory of a prisoner who was confined for the greater part of
is life in a Philadelphia prison. After he was set free his
life became a burden to him, and he returned to gaol, begging
to be allowed to finish his life there, among his old friends the
officers. Comte de Lorge was confined for thirty years in the
Bastille, and, when liberated, declared that freedom had no
joys for him. After imploring in vain to be allowed to return
to his dungeon, he lingered for ¥ix weeks and piaed to death.

685. How do sea birds quench their thirst ? »

Sea birds are believed to satiate their thirst partly from the
falling rains and partly from the fat and oil which they devour
ravenously when opportunity puts them in their way. The
keen eyesight of birds is well known, and sea birds have beén
bbserved flocking towards the storm cloud, about to burst,
from all points of the compass, and apparently drinking in the
water as 1t descends from the skies. They scent a rain squall,
says an old skipper, a hundred miles or even farther off, and

*scud for it with almost incredible swiftness. Sea birds obtain
fat and oil from the fish which they catch, and on which they
subsist, and they have also been known tg follow ships for
considerable distances, picking up scrags of fat which may be
thrown overboard. These birds are believed to be able to
remain for several days, and even weeks, without being com-
pelled to seek for water; though, at the.same time, their
marvellous speed of flight would soon enable them to cover,
when necessary, the distance between them gnd fresh water on
the nearest land. .

686. Has a salvage corps of Newfoundland dogs for
saving drowning persons been established any-
where ? R

Some years ago it was resolved’ at Paris to thke advantage
of the peculiar gifts of the Mewfoundland dog for rescuing,
Wrowning persons. Ten select Newfoundland dogs were
brought to the French capital, and appointed as savers’of human
life in the River Seine. They were first edercised in drawing
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out stuffed figures of men and children from the water ; and
in time they acquired such skill and facikéty in their business
that they proVed themselves em(ijyent]y serviceable. For a
time these dogs were discontinued, but in 1893 it was pro-
posed to continue them again in Paris, and at present they are
doing excellent service.

687. Is any ease recorded of an individual seeing in the
dark by the light of his own eyes ?

Yes ; persons who suffer from “ Lucifuga”—a curious form
of sight derangement—are unable to see except at night, or
when in deep shade. Those who have to remain in enforced
darkness for a considerable period are often afilicted with this
disease. Prisoners freed from the Bastille a hundred years
ago, after a term of long imprisonment in very dark cells, were
noticed to sutfer from the disease “ Lucifuga.” Helmholtz was
the first to discover that the fundi of the eyes is self-luminous,
and that he gould see the moyement of his own arm in the
dark by the light of his own.eyes. Hence, perhaps, the glow
of some gnimals’ eyes in the dark. Capsume, the little slave
boy whom Gordon rescued and brought from the Soudan, used
to say that Gordon could see in the dark, because there
was light in his eyes. Men of uncommon imaginative power
aud mental activity are, in Mr. Tesla’s opinion, most likely to
possess this power, which he calls Huorescence of brain action. ,

688. What is the longest time a ship’s eargo on fire
has continued to burn ?

Upwards of twelve months. This was so in the case of a
vessel called the Ada Iredale, engaged in the China trade. She' ¢
was bound for San Francisco from Scotland with a cargo of
coal when the fire occurred, which is supposed to have arisen
from spontaneous combustion. The ship was abandoned in
October, 1876, when nearly 2,000 miles from the Marquesas
Islinds, in the South Pacific Ocean. The crew took to the
hoats, and at length succeeded in reaching the Marquesas.
Meanwhile the ship, now a derelict, with cargo still burning,
drifted westwWards in the equatorial current to Tahiti, a distarice
of 2,420 miles. Finally she was towed into port, and her cargo
continued smouldering for more than a year.

689. What inseets cultivate plants for food ?

*This is doge by the gacdener, or leaf-cutting ants. Herr
Alfred Moller had a number of these ants under close obsegva-
tion for a considerdble time at Blumenau, and proved that
these.inghstrious creatures displayved a very high degree ®f
inte]fimenc= "™ qv not only cultivate the fungi on which they
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exist, but by judicivus selection they have evolved a specially
suitable variety, with swollen lateral branches: Their fungus
garden is inclosed, iprotec‘ﬁed from the light, and thither the
ants carry strips of leaf, crushed up by their mandibles, to
supply their crop with organic food. An unsuitable material
is so carefully weeded o .t by these busy little insects, that a
sample of the earth of {L.ir garden, when grown in a nutritive
solution, gave a perfectlv pure culture, free from all bacteria.

690. What civilized country in the world has the worst
¢ roads ?

A writer on country roads and highways in America says
that the roads in that country are as bad as they can be. They
are so generally bad that native-born Americans, who have
never travelled abroad, cannot be brought to believe that good
roads are possible. (iovernor Hill not long since said: “The
present condition of our highways is disgraceful. For a great

art of the year many of them are almost, if not quite,
impassable. The fanlt has been in ignorance of cowstruction,
in lack of responsibility, and in waste of energy and money
in maintenance.” 'The common roads and highways of
the United States are in a condition at present somewhat
similar to that which prevailed in England and otker
« parts of Europe 150 years ago. The Spanish roads are like
everything else in Spain, not so good as they once were, and
worse than they ever should have been. France has now the
best roads of any country in the world, and at a less ccst than
» that which is paid elsewhere for highways much inferior.
There are also excellent roads in Switzerland. Tn (Fermany
the roads are good as compared with those of the other
countries of Northern Lurope. Russian roads are good in the
neighbourhood of the very large cities, but wretched, as a rule,
in country districts. What has been said of Germany applies
equally well to Austria and Hungary.

@91. Have prayers ever been offered up in churches in
this country for suceess in a lottery ?

During the closing years of last century, when the State
lottery mania was at its height, clereymen were paid by those
who had risked mouey in these lotteries to put up prayers in
church for their success. A gentlewoman in Holborn, whose
lrusband had presented her with a ticket, put up prayers in the
church the Sunday before the'drawing i the following termsg

 ¥The prayers of the congregation are desired for the success of
a person engaged in a new undertaking.” A wivhess before
the House of Commons Committee of thﬂtida.y showed that
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the investing public lost yearly, by licensed lotteries, as much
as one and a third millions sterling, whiéh mainly went into
the pockets of fogues and unserupulpus speculators,

692. Does any British railway company keep a maker of
artificial limbs in its employ ?

At least twn large railway companies do Bais, viz., the
North-Eastern Railway Company and the London and North-
Western Railway Company. The first-named company has a
regularly-appointed maker of artificial limbs in 1ts employ,
while the %ondon and North-Western has two men in its,
carpentering department at Crewe who are constantly
employed in the manufacture of artificial limbs, to replace any
that employés of the company are so unfortunate as to lose in
its service. There, are upwards of 30,000 persons in this
country who have lost one or both legs. The annual output
of artificial limbs is 15,000.

693. Who has the best collbetion of tobaeeco pipes in
England ?

Captain Bragge, whose collection contains 5,000 specimens,
ancient and modern, and of every degree of merit. These in-
clude clays of the 16th century; wooden pipes from Switzer-
lapd ; very ancient pipes from Germany, of china and por-
celain ; French pipes of great antiquity, made from curious,
woods ; Swedish pipes, of copper and stone ; Russian, of silver,
nickel, and malachite ; Turkish pipes, of glass, metal, and clay ;
Italian pipes, centuries old, of terra-cotta and olive wood ;
Spanish pipes, of various woods, end a material resembling .
meerschaum ; African pipes, from the interior of the Dark
Continent ; venerable Chinese pipes, of almost mythical age ;
and pipes used by the Hindus in their temples, as well as jade
pipes from Mexico. The Prince of Wales has a very large and
valuable collection of pipes of all kinds. The tobacco pipe in
its present form—bowl, stem, and mouthpiece—was invented
by Dr. Johann Franz Jakob Villarius, in 1690 ; and the first
tobacco pipe mpanufactory was started in Vienna the same
year. Inancient days the rich smoked silver pipes, and the
poor used walnut-shells, with straws for stems.

694. Has liquid air ever been eonveyede from one English
city to another ?

Professor Dewar, of the Royal Institution, successfully con-
veyed, in 1893, a considerable quantity of liquid air frox,
Jondon te Cambridge,"where it Was exhibited to the students_.
at Petethouse College. The liquid ,<air was carried in one of
the doulils glass flasks, the space between the inner and outer
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flask containing extremely attenuated mercurial vapour,
together with a litfle liquid mercury. On pouring the liquid
air into the inner flask, ifs outer surface was’rapidly covered
with a mercurial film of extreme thinness, forming a
reflecting surface highly impervious to radiant heat. As
seon as this was formed, the whole apparatus was packed
in solid c2rbonic acid, which at once froze the liquid
mercury, arrested the deposit upon the mirror, reduced
the mercurizl vapour to an infinitesimal quantity, formed an
almost perfect vacuum, and supplied an envelope 80deg. below
zero. Thus protected, the liquid air reached Cambridge with
only a trifling loss of bulk, notwithstanding the incessant jolt-
ing of the railway.

695. How is a volume of sound measured ?

Sound arises from vibrations giving a wave-like motion to
the surrounding atmosphere, the wave gradually enlarging as
it leaves the source of disturbance, whilst at the same time
the motion of the air partic&es becomes less’ and less. The
simplest method of determining the nymber of vibgations of a
sound is by means of Savart’s apparatus. This consists of two
wheels—a toothed or cog-wheel and a driving-wheel. They
are so adjusted that the cog-wheel is made to revolve with
great rapidity, its teeth hitting upon a card fixed neanit.
The number of revolutions is indicated by a counter attached
to the axis of the cog-wheel. Suppose that sound is travelling
in the air at the rate of 1,000ft. per second, and that Savart’s
wheel is giving a sound produced by 200 taps on the card per
second, !t follows that inel,000ft. there will be 200 waves or
vibrations, and if there be 200 waves in 1,000ft., each wave or
vibration must be 5ft. in length. The velocity of sound
through air varies with the temperature of the latter, but isw
usually reckoned at 1,130ft. per second. .

696. Has anyone ever succeeded in transmitting econver-
sations along a ray of light ?
o Professor Graham Bell succeeded in doing so by means of his
photophone, which, in combination with the telephone, made it
possible to convey sounds by a ray of light either solar or
electric. The prindiple of the instrument is the effect of 1ight
on the electrical resistance on selenium. The photophone con-
sists of a transmitter for receiving the voice and conveying it
along the ray of light, and a recemer for taking the light sand
®onverting 1t into sound, the receiveg being the telephone.
A small mirror, usually of silvered mica, is suspended freely for
vibration. A lens is used to transmit to this },ge beam of
light, and this beam is again reflected by mnqther lens to the
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receiver, which consists of a reflector with a cell of seleaium in
its focus, congected with the telephone and battery. The
speaker stands behind the mirror, atid the sound of his voice
against the reverse side makes it vibrate in unison with the
sounds uttered. The movements cause a quivering in the
reflected beam of light, and this in its changing iptensity alts
on the selenium, which changes to resistance accordingly, and
through the telephone gives forth a sound. Professor Bell
subsequently found that the transmission of sound is possible
without the agency of a selenium cell, galvanic battery, or
wires of any kind, and that non-luminous heat-rays are them-,
selves capable of producing sound. In his new instrument, *
the radiophone, which was exhibited at Chicago, instead of a
selenium cell at the receiving end, the soot of charred cork is
uscd, as being of far greater sensitiveness for the purpose,
and the mechanism is reduced to a minimum. Light travels
from the sun to the earth in 8% minutes, and a ray of light
travels around $he world in the $pace of the eighth of a second.

697. Are.there ‘‘mounted” nurses in any part of the
British Empire ?

There are “mounted” nurses in India in connection with the
* Agymy. The Indian Government now grants a monthly
allowance of thirty rupees for the up-keep of a horse (as,
allowed to military officers) to each lady of the Indian Nursing
Service ; the allowance to continue for such time as she may
be employed on field service, provided that she keeps a horse
or pony during that period. Freeconveyance is als6 granted ,
for the horse or pony to and from field service. Army and
Navy nurses must all be ladies of good social position, and
- »they are required to undergo three years’ training in a general
hospital. They are called Her Majesty’s Nursing Sisters, and
may be ordered on active service in any war. As a reward for
special service, they receive the Order of the Royal Red Cross.

698. What is the highest price ever paid for a magie
lantern ? ‘

(A magic lanftrn was made by Hughes, of Kingsland, of
aluminium, for Major Gladstone, at a tost of nearly £300.
Another was made by Tyler, of London, for Mr. Heath, of .
Hereford, at ai:o:ﬁacomplete of considerably over £200. These
expensive lanternslare triunfals. The magic lantern used at the
yarious lectures deliveced at th& Crystal Palace, at Sydenhaih,
is one of the most perfect lanterns in existence, It producess
'}-ictureg 9fc. in diameter, and cost ovér £150. The cxyhydrogen

antenn ‘with which®r. Harry Furniss illustrates his entertain-

~
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ment, “ The Humours of Parliament,” cost nearly 150 guineas.
Mr. Tyler owns a lantery, the lens alone, by* Voightlander,
costing £40. It was used on the 11th of December, 1893, at the
Jmperial Institute, London, when it was placed 75ft. away
frqm the screen, and gave a perfect picture 25ft. in diameter,
clear and sharp tothe edge. One of the most expensive magic
lanterns of the time was presented by the Fellows of his
college, Gonville and Caius, at Cambridge, to the Rev. Charles
Frederick Mackenzie, when, in 1855, he accompanied Bishop
Colenso to Natal, South Africa, as Archdeacon. He, in 1860,
‘was consecrated Bishop of Southern Central Africa. He
himself selected the magic lantern as the form of his present,
thinking it would be useful in teaching the natives. It was,
at that time, considered one of the best lanterns ever made,
and cost over 100 guineas.

699. What has been the dearest price of an illustrated
Bible issued in parts ? ?

One guinea a part, which was the price at which each of the
seventy parts of “ Macklin’s Bible” was issued. Charles
Macklin’s splendid edition of the Bible was published in 1800
in seven folio volumes (ten parts to a volume), which were
illustrated with engravings from pictures and designs by %he

» most eminent artists of that day. The Apocrypha was pub-
lished, in 1816, at eightcen guineas. At Mr. Beckford’s sale,
in 1817, a set of the two werc sold for £35 14s. It was one of
the Macklin Bibles which William Bowyer transformed into the
famous *Bowyer Bible,”® by mcans of illustrations. He
devoted nearly thirty years to illustrating it, and procured,
from every part of Kurope, engravings, etchings, and original
drawings relating to Biblical subjects; and these, to the“
number of 7,000, he interleaved with his Bible. From Michael
Angelo and Raffaelle, to Reynolds and West—every artist
whose Scripture subjects had been engraved was brought into
requisition. Its most original features were two hundred
engravings by Loutherbourg. After many changes of owner-
ship, it was sold as part of a gentleman’s library at Bolton,
Mr. Heywood, of that town, purchasing ' for £550.
TLondon publisher sends out an illustrated edition of the Bible
in halfpenny parts.

700. Which rural parish in England™yas the firste to
- adopt the Public Likraries AP "
That of Middle Claydon, in Bnckinghamshire four milq‘a
16

from Winslow, with a population of 225, which lopted - tl
Public Libraries Act in 1893 by a majolity of twenty-threag
»
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votes to three, or more than seven to one, This is the first
instance in England of the adoption of the Act in a purely
rural parish. Under the earlier Public Library Acts, Man-
chester established in 1852 the first free library, the opening
ceremony taking place on September 2nd. Bristol, however,
lays claim to being the first, and John Taylor, the
chief librarian of the Bristol Public Library, Has taken up
its defence. In 1891, says Mr. Thomas Greenwood, in - his
history of the movement, there had been 238 adoptions since
the first Act was passed in 1850 ; of these 133 were spread
over the thirty-six years between 1850 and 1886 ; while the
remaining 105 took place in the five years ending 1891. In‘
1893 Glasgow was the only city in the United Kingdom of over
100,000 inhabitants which had not adopted the Library Act.
Before 1886 there were only two parishes in London provided
with free libraries, while in 1890 twenty-one had been estab-
lished within the boundaries of the Metropolis, and which
number has begn increased during the past four years. The
Wandsworth Free Library, which was opened on October 1st,
1885, was sthe first opened under the Public Libraries Act in
any district or suburb of the Metropolis.

. 704. What is the youngest age at which anyone has been

"

. eharged with bigamy ?

Six years of age. At this early age a little Indian girl and
her boy-husband, aged nine, were recently tried at the Criminal
Sessions at Berhampur on a charge of bigamy. They were
indicted for mairying, the girl being at the time, to thz know-
ledge of the bridegroom, already, under the barbarous Indian
custom of child-betrothal, the wife of another. As the Act

-only allows presumption of death after seven years

of continuous abscnce of one of the parties, it was
justly observed that a bride of six could not pos-
sibly. plead that excusc. For three days little Lilith stood
beside her fellow-bigamist in the dock, while their respective
parents were charged with abetting the offence. Ultimatel
the jury returped a verdict of “ Not Guilty.” On June
29th, 1840, Robert Taylor, who was under twenty years of age,
whs tried at Durham, charged with six acts of bigamy, and
with obtaining njoney by marriage under the pretence of
being heir to ftrgq properties. Two of the charges of bigamy
were proved against him, ard he was sentenced to imprisen-
ment for two years gnd a half On August 25th, 1843, his
term of imprisonment having expired, and a very few,
months. hqiing elapsed, he beingestill undef, of course,
twenty-Waree years» of age, or scarcely more, tlhie same
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man was charged with no fewer than five acts of bigamy, of
course fresh ones, dnd was sentenced at the Liverpool Assizes
to fourteen years' transpogtation. At one tim@ the offence df
bigamy in tf‘l,is country was punishable with death, but now
the severest possible sentence is scven years’ penal servitude.
In,Hungary, a man convicted of bigamy used to be condemned
to live with both wives.

702. In which part of the world is there a luminous
tree ?

This is to be found about twelve miles north of Tuscarora,
Nevada, U.S.A. Its truly wonderful characteristic is its
luminosity, which is so great that on the darkest night it can
be plainly seen a mile away. A person standing near could
read the finest print by its light. It is about 6ft. high, with a
trunk which, at its base, is three times the %ize of an ordinary
man’s wrist. Its foliage is extremely rank, and its leaves
resemble somewhat those of the aromatic bay-tree in shape,
size, and colour. The luminods property is du# to a gummy
substance, which can be transferred to the hand by rubbing.
The Indians avoid it even in the daytime, and have named 1t
the witch-tree. In the vegetable kingdom the instances of
luminosity occurring are but few, and the majority belong to
the alge or fungi. A species of moss, some grasses, a enphorbja,
,a lily, a poppy, and a nasturtium have been recorded as
luminous.

708. Where does the most deadly plant grow ?

In themeighbourhood of Philadelphia, in the United States,
grows a plant so deadly that it has earned for itself the name
of the “ Devil Plant.” It has a pleasant appearance, being
of a tender green, clinging close to the earth, and sprinkled
with small red Dblosgoms, cup-shaped, and holding 1u their
hearts a single drop of moisture, which the sun has no power
to dispel, and wherein this plant’s most blighting influenge is
said to lie. Bees by the hundred have been found dead in the
blossoms, and a botanist who tasted this:poison-drop declared
that it was of a sickening swectness, without odour, and like
liquid gumn. Allowed to dwell on his tongue, it soon began
to burn and raise asblister, while the tongue became swollsn
and very painful. Cattle eating of it die in a few hours in
great agony, with a sort of exaggerated tetdnus. A specimen
of a most deadly plant was grown some years ago at Kew
Botanical Gardens, the Jatroppa urens, the properties of which

» Were so noxious that its possession wad Positively dangeroua
The action of the plant’sgoison was on the heart,sand circala-
tion was stopped. In a short time the,plant nfysteriously
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disappeared, and another specimen, which was afterwards
introduced, vanished in the like unaccountable manmer. It
was presumed that the attendants> were secretly determined
that such dangerous plants should not be retained in the
houses to cause the possibility of an accident such as had
actually happened through it to the curator. ' :

704. What is the ‘“ shooting ” fish ?

This is the beaked or rostrated chaetodon, a native of the
fresh waters of India. There is probably no fish in existence
that catches its prey in a more peculiar manner than does this
singular species. When he sees a fly alighting on any of the¢-
plants which overhang the shallow water, he approaches with
the utmost caution, coming as perpendicularly as possible
under the object of.his meditated attack. Then, placing him-
self in an oblique direction, with the mouth and eyes near the
surface, he remains a moment immovable—taking his aim like
a first-rate rifleman. Having fixed his eyes directly on the
insect, he darts at it a drop of water from his tubular snout,
but withaut showing his mouth above the surface, from which
only a drop seems to rise, and that with such effect, that
though at the distance of 4ft., 5ft., or 6ft., it very seldom fails
to bring its prey into the water.

765. Which individual in the world receives gifts of the
greatest number of slippers ? !

His Holiness the Pope. Among the many valuable presents
which Leo XIIL received at the Papal Jubilee in 1887 were
over 1,200 pairs of slippers, some of them elaborately orna-
mented with diamonds and precious stones. His Holiness has
sach a large stock of slippers, that if he wore several new
< pairs every day the supply would not be exhausted for four or
five years. Dr. Talmage, the well-known preacher of Brooklyn,
on the last anniversary of his marriage received over 300 pairs
of dlippers. Cardinal Vaughan, on the occasion of his suc-
ceeding Cardinal Manning, received from his admirers amongst
the female sex ninety pairs. Dr. Taylor, of New York, is
similarly favoured by receiving upwards of 100 pairs annually.

706. What are the most curious copditions on which
anyone has obtained an artificial leg ?

Those which were made when an artificial leg was handed
over to Charlie,Alston, a noked negro character in Iowa, in the
United States.’ The gitizens de¢iding to give Alstdn, who was
ainus a Jeg, a good cork substitute, 300 of them formed an,
association.%known as the Des Moines Cork Leg Association,
and purchased the limb. At a crowded meeting the leg was



TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS. 333

presented to Alston, not as a gift, but under a mortgage
covering the property, and the title of which remains with the
association. The amount of the mortgage # £15, and the
extension of time in which to pay it runs to ten years, provided
Charlie keeps on his good behaviour. Should Alston indulge
in any improper conduct while wearing the leg, such as im-
bibing too freely, or do any other act which might cause, or
tend to cause, the wearer of the cork leg to fall into disrepute,
the principal and interest of the mortgage immediately become
due and payable.

707. How many games of lawn tennis are played
yearly in the London parks ?

In the parks under the control of the London County
Council, the report submitted to that body showed that, in
1893, 39,000 games of lawn tennis had been played during the
season. In other London parks no official records were kept,
but it is probably within the mark to place the number of
such games played therein in 2he course of thesseason at 6,000,
bringing up the total number of games of lawn tennis played
yearly in the London parks to 45,000 on the awverage. A
thoroughly wet scason would, of course, materially affect the
number of games played. The report to the London County
Council showed also that 5,000 zames of cricket had taken place,
whilst other games were much less extensively indulged®in.
Amongst other amusements in the London parks in that year,
430 games at quoits were recorded, and 120 times the Canadian
game of lacrosse.

708. Which church im this country has the most
elaborately earved pews ?

At Fressingfield Church, Harleston, Suffolk, the open pews
are most elaborately carved, the work dating from the latter
half of the 15th century. In one of them the back is carved
with the emblems of the Passion, from the cock crowing to the
seamless coat. Back, front, and sides are elaborately carved.
The pews of the church at Witley Court, in Worcestershire,
are finely carved, and the pulpit is of purest Carrara marble,
with panels of precious stones. There 1s sonie fine carving in
the parish church at Wilton, near Salisbury, which was erected
by Lord Herbert afa cost of £80,000. One of the best speci-
mens of wood carving in churches is the curiously carved
screen in the chapel of King’s College, Cambridge, replete

ith its most delicate foliafed ornamert and figures.

ach panel in the huge ®screen i® worthy of a place

" in the cabinet of the most fastidious collector. At St. Paul's

Cathedral, London, on®each side of the choim®there is a
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range of fifteen stalls, exclusive of the bishop’s throne on
the southern side and a stall on the northern; these
are beautifully enriched with carving by Gibbons. At
Ripon Cathegral the chief beauty of the choir is the
carved work of the stalls, where the dean, sub-dean, and
prebendaries sit. These stalls exhibit a delicacy and lightness
superior even to that of those destroyed by the fir¢ in the choir
of York Minster. In Lincoln Cathedral there are sixty-two
stalls for the dean and prebendaries, with elaborate canopies,
and containing misereres, or half-seats, ornamented with foliage
and various grave and ludicrous devices. The seats of the
vicars and some others are fronted by arches, containing *
excellent carvings of kings and angels playing on musical
instruments ; the whole of these are of oak, and appear to
have been executed !ate in the 14th century.

709. Which newspaper has published the longest leading
article?

The London “Times,’ whose leading article on the Jubilee
of Her Majesty, published on the 21st of June, 1887, filled
rather more than eleven columns, or two full pages all but a
column. [t extended over 286in., or Tyds. 2ft. 10in. of column
space. As a leading article in the weekly edition of the
‘Times,’ it filled fifteen columns. The leading article on the
events of the year published on the closing day of each year |
generally extends to about eight columns, or 180in. One and
a half to two columns, as a rule, cover the length of the
longest leading articles in any of the newspapers of this
country. The ‘ Daily Telegraph’ le~ders are generally of one
uniform length—a column and an eighth. In the majority of
the other newspapers, both in London and the country, long

. Yeading articles seem to be going out of fashion, and articles
under a column in length are the rule, and longer ones the rare
exception.

710. What is the cost of the most expensive electric sign
ever fitted up ?

One thousand two hundred and fifty pounds, which was
the cost of an Immense electrical sign erected, a short time
sirce, at the south end of Madison Squere, New York, and
which is the largest in the world. It measures 60ft. by 68ft.,
and consists of ;107 letters of an average height of 6ft. each,
which are composed of 1,457 lamps, representing 145 horse-
power. The current for operating the sign is taken from
tke mains of the Edison Illuminating Company at the
rate of; 24 centy a minute when the entire sign 1s illumi- °
nated. “The design of the wording may be varied at will by
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a system of arranging the lamps in cross-section. Electrical
street signs are being brought into use in New York. A
framework bearing four faces of coloured glags will be hung
round the electric-light Poles, about 10ft. from the ground.
On each face the name of the street will appear in coloured
translucent glass letters, and reflectors will project the rays of
tlfe overhead, lamp through them. One of the biggest electric
signs in London is that erected over the Alhambra Theatre
in Leicester Square. It cost £350. At the Crystal Palace
Exhibition, in the spring of 1892, there was an electric sign,
serving as an advertisement to Messrs. Edison and Swan,
,electricians, which consisted of a screen of network, hanging
from the ceiling, in which were ten thousand electric lights,
each with the power of sixteen candles.

7i1. Has marriage ever taken place between a couple on
horseback ?

Such a_marriage took plage in September, 1886, in the
village of Henry, Clark County, Indiana, U.S.,%n the occasion
of an elopement. While the Rev. Seymour Guegrnsey was
holding a service in his little church at 7.30 p.m., the congrega-
tion was startled by a cry from the door. One of the wardens
went to the church door, and soon returned, making an
announcement that “a couple at the door wanted to get
married in a hurry.” They gave their names as Martin Mall
and Sarab Poxley, and were both mounted on horseback.
They exhibited a Washington County license, and asked the
minister to marry them at once. After some deliberation, Mr.
Guernsey concluded to perform the ceremony. The couple
were thereupon made man and wife without their dismounting.

712. What child is believed to be the possessor of most_
dolls ? .

The young Queen of the Netherlands, Wilhelmina I., who
succeeded to the throne on the 23rd of November, 1890, ofi the
death of her father. In the year 1893 she reccived a
yresent of fifty hnge dolls, which were all dressed as officers
of the various regiments in Her Majesgl’s army ; and she at
once ordered another fifty dolls of the other sex to be dressed
as ladies of the C8urt, in order that they might entertain
the gallant warriors. These hundred dolls, gn addition to the
considerable number she already possessed, make her
un({uestionably the possessor of* more dolls d¢han any other
Bhild in the world. Our own Queen as a child was ve
much devoted to dolls, and, indeed, played with them t
she was nearly fourtesn years old. Her favdyrites were
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small wooden dolls, which she could occupy herself with
dressing, and who had a house in whi¢h they could be
placed. Of her dolls, 132 are preserved. Queen Wilhelmina
also has a very fine doll’s house, stated to have twenty-two
rooms and to have cost £550. The costliest doll’s house is at
Utrecht, which was originally made for Peter the Great at a
cost of £2,500, being made of gold and ivory and other precious
substances. ;

713. When did the *‘spiritual” outnumber the *tem-
poral” peers in the House of Lords?

This was the case prior to the dissolution of the monasteries
by Heunry VIII, when the abbots and priors sat with the"
bishops in the House of Lords, making the number of the
spiritual peers greater than the number of the temporal here-
ditary peers. Fuller tells us that in the reign of Henry IIL. sixty-
four abbots and thirty-six priors sat in the Upper House ; and,
although those numbers were reduced in the reign of Edward 1.,
twenty-nine still continued as members of the House of Lords
until the dissoltition of the monastic houses at the time of the
Reformation. The spiritual peers, who now number twenty-six
(twenty-four bishops and two archbishops), numbered in the
days of Henry IIl. 126, reduced under Edward I. to fifty-five.
The number of temporal peers in Henry I1IL’s time was under
fifty, and at the death of Queen Elizabeth, in 1603, only
numbered fifty-six. These were gradually increased to 192 at .
the death of William III. in 1702, and to 229 at the death of
George II. in 1760. Their numbers were rapidly added to in
subsequent reigns, until in 1893 the roll of temporal peers—
exclusive of twelve minors and onée' baron whose claim is not
yet established-—amounted to 534, and adding the number of
spiritual peers, made the total number of the members of the

~House of Lords 560. :

714. Which charitable institution in this country has the
« greatest income yearly ?

Among charitable institutions in this country Dr. Barnardo’s
“ Homes for Orphan and Waif Children,” established 1866, has
the largest yeagly income. In 1892 it amounted to £131,576,
and in 1893, £132,834. It is maintained entirely by charitable
béquests and donations, and has no endowments. The
homes, including an adult and evangelistic mission branch,
comprise fifty-one distinct institutions, thirty-six in London
one 1n Jersey, nine in English counties, one 1n Scotland, an
three in Canada. There are many large hospitals in this
dountry which are almost entirely dependent on volun- .
tary coptiibutions. Chief amongst these is-tlc ILondon
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Hospital, which ,has an annual income of £75265; St.
Bartholomew’s has £50,000; St. George’s, £45,373; St.
Thomas’s, £40,000 ; Guyss Hospital, £31,900; Royal Hospital
for Incurables, £29,704 ; Hospital for Consumption and Diseases
of the Chest, £27,6563. The Society for the Prevention of
Gruelty to Children has an income of £39,081, and the Asylum
for Idiots’ Income amounts to £33,164.

715. What is the highest price ever paid for a diamond ?

The largest sum actnally paid for a precious stone was the
£125,000 (two million livres of 1s. 3d. each) given by the Duke
of Orleaus for the “Pitt” or *“Regent” diamond, the stone
being now valued at £450,000. Catherine II. of Russia paid
not far short of the same amount for the “ Orloft” diamond,
namely, £90,000 in cash, an_annuity of £1,000 a year,and a
title of Russian nobility. The Nizam of Hyderabad agreed
to give Mr. Jacobs, the famous jeweller at Simla, £430,000
for the * Imperial” diamond, gvhich is now thg subject-matter
of litigation in India. Another diamond, the “ Excelsior,”
is at present deposited in one of the safes of the Bank of
England, and its owners ask a million sterling for it. This
valuable precious stone was found in the mines of Jagers-
fontein, Cape Colony, by Captain Edward Jorganson, the
inspector of the mines. Half a million is said to have been
offered for it and refused ; while the present German Emperor
is stated to be desirous of purchasing it if the price could
be arranged satisfactorily. The “Braganza” diamond, one of
the Crown jewels of Portugal, weighs no less than 1,680 carats,
is uncuf, and its value ha# been estimated at about £5,000,000
sterling. There exists, however, some doubt as to whether
this uncut stone is a diamond or a white topaz. The * Koh-i-
Noor” diamond, in the possession of Her Majesty, is valued™
at £140,000.

716. Which medal, amongst collectors, is considere@ the
most valuable ?

There are several English medals highly valued by collectors
81 acconnt of their historical associations, but perhaps the
most , highly prized is that known as the “Blake Victory
Medal, No. 1, 16563” This medal, engraved by the famn®d
engraver, T. Simon, is of gold and oval ip shape. In 1653,
Parliament ordered four of these medals to be struck : two,
with chains of £300 value eachswere confersed upon BMtke
end Monk ; and two, with aehains of £100 value each, were
« conferred on Penn and Lawson, as a token of their rooll

acceptance of the emiment services performell by them

against- the Dutch, The medal given to Blake was hought

-



338 A THOUSAND ANSWERS

for William IV. for 150 guineas, and another of these
medals was sold at Sotheby’s, on May 1st, 1882, for
£305. A much-prized medal was that given by the Emperor
of Germany, Francis 11, to eight officers of the two squad-
rons of the 15th Light Dragoons for the brilliant charge
by them at Villiers-en-Couche, near Cambray, on the 24th of
April, 1794. Only nine of these medals were ‘struck, one
being deposited in the Imperial Cabinet at Vienna. In 1798
the %{ing (George 1II.) permitted these medals to be worn.
Crosses of the Order o% Maria Theresa were subsequently
granted to these officers, and permitted to be worn in uniform.
One of these medals, which had belonged to Cornet E. G.
Butler (afterwards Major-General Sir E. G. Butler), was, in
1887, at a sale by Messrs. Sotheby, Wilkinson, and Hodge,
purchased by Colonel Eaton for £240. The gold medal
presented to Bishop Juxon by Charles I. was sold lately by
the bishop’s descendants for £100. It was the only one of its
kind struck.  « e

717, Where is the biggest bowling green in this country ?

Edinburgh is believed to have the largest bowling greens,
aud in that city there are at least fourteen clubs, each with its
> own separate bowling green. Bowls is an essentially northern
gan¥e, and for every zreen or bowling club in England there
are five or more in Scotland. There are between 350 and 400 |,
recognised clubs in Scotiand. Ayrshire has thirty-four clubs,
Edinburgh and Midlothian thirty-three, Lanarkshire twenty-
seven, Gﬁtsgow twenty-three, and Renfrew twenty-two. Within
recent years this pastime has beconie exceedingly popular in
Newcastle, where there are eight public greens and three
rivate greens. There is a fine bowling green at Magathay, in
he parish of Norton, near Sheffield. The green itself has
existed since the year 1681. Several colleges at Oxford and
Cambridge have large bowling greens. Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, has one, as also Queen’s, Magdalen, and New College,
Oxford. Lord Vaux’s seat, at Harrowden, and Earl Spencer’s,

at Althorp, bot} possess unrivalled bowling greens. .
718. Where is the most extensive orchard in Great
* - Britain? e

At Toddington, near Winchcomb,in the County of Gloucester,
where Lord Sudeley has an orchard of 500 acres in extent, and
whith, in 1890, wielded its owner a profit of £1Q,000. The
trees are chieﬁgr appleg and plunes, the latter fruit-trees in the-
year mentioped yielding 150 tons of plums. The orchards of
Great Beitaén cover 210,000 acres, and the average yearly crop
of appled-is ayer 5000 tons. In 1881 the area was onmly
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185,000 acres. Iy 1632 the raw fruit imported into this
country, exclusive of oranges and lemons, amounted to
g,ool?,?el bushels, while the quantity in 1892 was 7,387,670
ushels, :

719. At which University have most women students
matpiculated ?

The University of St. Andrews has admitted women since
1877, and 6,605 ladies have matriculated. Out of this number
1,223 have received the title and diploma of LIL.A., or Lady.
Literate in Arts. In the matriculation list of the London
aUniversity of July, 1893, it was shown that 2701adies had been
successful ; one woman took the LL.B. degree, whilst four
received that of M.D. Six women took the M.B. degree;
twelve gained the B.Sc. degree ; six took. the much-coveted
M.A. degree. The B.A. degree was in 1893 conferred on
seventy-nine women. At Cambridge University women have
been allowed to compete for dggrees since Octoper, 1863, Miss
Ramsay was senior classic, while Miss Fawcett beat the senior
wrangler of her year. At Oxford University, since April 29th,
1884, ladies have been examined for honours, but in neither.
Oxford nor Cambridge can they proceed to graduation. Mel-
bourne University was thrown open to women on March 22nd,
1880, while the Victoria University, at Manchester, opened dts

,doors to ladies in 1883. At the University of Christiania
ladies stand high on the honour lists. At Zurich Utiversity,
in Switzerland, in 1893, 111 women students matriculated.

, 720. Hayve any roadways in Europe ever been laid with
mahogany ?

The municipal authorities of Paris so laid, by way of experi-
ment, a portion of that almost intermipable thoroughfare-—e«-
La Rue Lafayette—in the French capital. Blocks of Brazilian
mahogany of a peculiarly fine texture and colour were Jaid
down 1n the portion of that roadway which is nearest td the
Eastern of France Railway terminus, at a cost of 50f. per
square metre, which is considerably less than £2 sterling per
square yard.

721. At whose fungral in this eountpy was the service
read and the sermon preached by a girl?

This was done on the occasion of the funeral of an eccentric
miller of Highdown Hill, in Susse®, named Johw Oliver. The
« rPmains were interred near his will, in @ tomb le had caused
+to be erected for that purpose nearly thirty years before his®
death, the ground having been previously consechfed. The
coffin, which he had for many years kepteunder his bed, was
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painted white, and the body was borne to the grave by eight
men dressed in white. A girl about twelve years old read
the Burial Service, and afterwards; on the tomb, delivered
a sermon on the occasion, from Micah vii, 5, 8, and 9,
before at least two thousand auditors whom curiosity had led
to this extraordinary funeral. On the slab cover of the tomb
is the inscription following: ‘“For the reception of John
Oliver, when deceased to the will of God ; granted by William
‘Westbrook Richardson, Esq.,1766.” There are various passages
of Scripture on ditferent parts of the tomb, and on the south
side are the words : “In memory of John Oliver, miller, who
departed this life the 22nd of April, 1793, aged 84 years.””
The miller built a summer-house, in which he could sit musing
before his tomb, and at the same time enjoy an extensive view
over both land and sea. By his will he left £20 a year for
keeping up this tomb and summer retreat.

722. When was the first tria;l for breach of ,promise of
marriidge held in this country ?

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Until the passing of Lord
Hardwicke’s Act, 1n 1753, the Ecclesiastical Court had power
to compel a defendant to carry out his agreement with the
plaintiff. Among early Chancery proceedings were a con-
siderable number of bills of complaint, grounded on an alleged
breach of contract of marriage, some of which date back,
as far as’ the middle of the 15th century. The first of these
is a complaint preferred to Cardinal Archbishop of Canterbury,
Chancellor of England, between the years 1452 and 1454,
by Margaret Gardyner and Alice ‘Gardyner (presuniably her .
daughter) against one John Keche, of Yppeswych. The faith-
]ess%(eche, after receiving ten marks from the said Margaret
and twelve marks from the said Alice, went and took to wife
one Joan, the daughter of Thomas Bloys. In the countries of
Belgium and France there had been no breach of promise
trials till quite recently. The first French breach of promise
action was tried in 1891 in Béziers, when the plaintiff got
a verdict for £150; while in Belgium the first case of the
kind occurred in 1893.

728. Has a violin ever been played by plectricity ?

This has been done by Mr. Frank D. Brown, whose “ electric -
violin” is thelatest novelty in the musical line in the United
States. Its inwentor says : ¥‘I attach it to a pigno or organ
keyboard, and the keys of the instrument are electrically -
tonnected with the keyboard, so that when any of the keys on .
the piano ..gre touched they actuate the violin notes that
correspond with.notes of similar pitch and tone of the piano or

LS
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organ. I can sound eithev the notes of the piano or violin
as I choose, or 'both at the same time.” = The inventor
then illustrates the 1gethod of doing so*: “A violinist
playing that instrument can ordinarily strike but two strings
of the violin simultaneously, while with this device one
can strike as many strings of the violin as he can with
both handse strike keys and notes of the piano or organ.
It will enable the sounding of new chords that it was before
impossible to strike with the bow, and these chords will, of
course, contain more notes than it has ever before been in the
power of the'violinist to strike.” The inventor contends that
new effects and expressions can by his device be obtained from
the violin, which will more than ever charm and entrance its
hearers. The same gentleman is engaged also in another in-
vention, which is intended to “hitch on”,an entire orchestra
to the pianoforte keyboard in the same manner.

724. Who is the tallest livir.lg actor on the British stage ?

This undoubtedly is Mr. Fritz Rimma, Who played the
character of Sergeant Caramel in the well-known camic opera,
“The Old Guard,” and who stands about 6ft. 4in. in height.
Mr. Herbert Beerbohm Tree, of the Haymarket, and Mr. Charles
Collette, the comedian, are both over 6ft. in height. Henry Irving
and Edward Terry are each 5ft. 10in. in height ; William Tei®iss,
5ft. 9in. ; George Grossmith and Hermann Vezin, each 5ft. 6in. ;
and J. L. Toole and John Hare, each 5ft. 5in. in stature.

725. What is the youngest age at which a barrister
*has been made & Q.C.?

Fraucis Bacon, afterwards Lord Chancellor, Baron Verulam,
and Viscount St. Albans, better known as Lord Bacon, and
celebrated chiefly for his philosophical writings, was born m
1561 ; was called to the Bar at the age of tweniy-one; and
was appointed by Queen Elizabeth the first Queen’s Copnsel,
or Counsel Extraordinary to the Queen, in 1590, when he was
twenty-nine years of age. Thomas Erskine, who was born in
1748, after a short service as midshipman in the Navy, and as an
ensign in the First Regiment of Foot, commenced his study for
the law in 1775, entgring as a student of Lincoln’s Inn. He was
called’to the Bar in Trinitﬁ' Term, 1778, and so rapid was his
snccess that in 1783, when he had scarcely *been five years at
the Bar, he was made a Q.C. befgre he had attained the,age

wof thirty-five. Sir Richard Everard Webster, M.P. for the Isle
of Wight, was made a Q.C. at an althost equally early age.
Born in 1842, he was cajled to the Bar (Lincoln’sslnn) in 1868,
when he rapidly achieved a reputationy for his® conduct of
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a Q.C. in 1878, before attaining the age of thirty-six. Lord
Selborne was nfade Q.C. when thirty-seven years of age ; Sir
Charles Russell at thirty-nine ; Sir John Gorst at forty ; ford
Coleridge at forty ; Sir Henry James at forty-one ; Right Hon.
Henry Matthews and Sir H. Hawkins at forty-two ; and Lard
Esher at forty-three. u

726. What bridge in this ecountry has the steepest
gradients on each side ?

The bridge at Dumcrieff, in Dumfriesshiré, which has
gradients on each side of about one in eight, and is said to be*
the most extraordinary structure of the kind in the country.
The footbridge with the steepest gradients on each side is the
famous Gothic triangular bridge at Crowland, or Croyland, iu -
Lincolnshire, which Tas a stranded appearance, in consequence
of the streams which it was built to cross being now conveyed
underground. [ts three steep kalf-arches meet in the centre,
and are climbed by rough steps. On the south side sits a
weather-beaten figure, crowned, and holding what seems to be
a globe or mund in the right hand. Carrying out the
Trinitarian idea, each pier of the bridge was said when it was
built to stand in a different county—one in Lincoln, the second
in €ambridge, and the third in Northampton.

727. What is the amount of the highest damages ever
awarded in a libel case ?

Ten thousand pounds is the highest amount of pecuniary
damages ever awarded in this country in a case of libel. Thissum
has been awarded more than once, but in some cases the Courts
on appeal have subsequently reduced the amount given by the

“Yury. In “Weldon »ersus Gounod,” £10,000 was, in May, 1885,
awarded the plaintiff as damages for libel. A similar amount
was ewarded in January, 1885, against Mr. Irving Bishop, but
was raduced to £500 on appeal. Imprisonment is sometimes
given in lieu of or in addition to a pecuniary penalty. In
1633, William,Prynne, a Puritan lawyer, for a Tibel on the
Queen was fined £5,000, placed in the pillory, and had his ears
cut off. In March, 1885, Mrs. Georgina Wgldon was sentenced
to six months’ imiprisonment for a libel on M. Jules Prudence
Rivitre. In the great racing libel case, Sir George Chetwynd
in his action against the Eagl of Durham claimed £20,000 as
damages, ‘and got one farthing, The late Chdtles Stewart «
Rarnell, in his libel attion against Walter and another (the
‘Times’) for libel, claimed £100,009, and eventually got a
verdict-Ry #greemeny: for £5,000,

en‘gli)neering, patent, shippirg, and railway cases. He was made
1
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728. Who is the youngest railway conduetor in the
world ? *

-The youngest person in the world who has atted as a railway
conductor is a girl of the a%:a of twelve, the daughter of a
railway conductor on one of the United States railways. Her
father met with an accident, and his daughter, who had been
in the habi# of travelling with him in his railway journeyings
for two or three years previously, at once took his place and
fulfilled the duties of the position to the satisfaction of the
company. An American railway can also boast of the youngest
boy conductor in the world. Master John C. Barnum is
thirteen years of age, and was born in New York, but has
resided in Oregon for the past nine years. His home is
in Medford, Jackson County, on the Southern Pacific. On
January 20, 1893, his father leased thesRogue River Valley
Railroad, which runs from Medford to Jacksonville, a distance
of five miles, and, as its revenues are light, he took charge of
the engine and placed his san on the train agconductor. He
wears the conventional cap and uniform, with lettered brass

-

buttons, and carries a punch. .
729. Wltl,at ig the highest price ever paid for a violin
oW

The highest price publicly recorded that has ever been gaid
for a violin bow was for one made by Francois Tourte, of
Paris (1747-1835), the greatest bow-maker who ever lived, and
fifty guineas was the sum paid for it by the Joachim Presenta-
tion Fund Committee. This bow was given to the great virtnoso.
The highest price recorded in the auction-room was given by
Mr. Alfred Ebsworth Hill, at the Hotel Drouot, in Paris, in
February, 1887. The bow he then purchased was likewise
made by Frangois Tourte, and was knocked down to him at
1,100fr. (£44). .

780. Where is the smallest Universily in the world?,

At Foura Bay, Sierra Leone, where there is an English
University with twelve students and:five instructors. This
University is, according to Dr. Kukula,’who in his ¢ Year-book
of the Universities of the World” enunerates 147 of these
institutions, the sgpallest concern of the kind in the womd.
In the United States there are a number of small Univer-
sities. The smallest of these, in the number of its students,
is the National American Wniversity qf the Roman

=Catholic Church, sitnate iy Washington, mn the District
of Columbia. This University was®organized in 1889, ds
confined strictly to pogt-graduate work, and M 1892 was
returned as having sixteen instructors and ghirty-thfee students,
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and a library of 20,000 volumes. In Vermopt, the smallest of
the States, the Norwich University is returned as having
thirteen instrucors and fifty-six stuglents; while the Univer-
sities in Montana, Wyoming, and Delaware are credited with
eighty, eighty, and cighty-two students respectively. The
smallest University in Europe is that of Rostock, the mast
important town of Mccklenburg-Schwerin, with <ts forty in-
structors and 360 students. Its library contains 140,000
volumes, and it has an observatory and an experimental
agricultural colony.

781. What is the number of packets of sweets sold every .
year by automatic machines at British railway
stations ?

Between fifteen and sixteen millions. There are over 3,000
automatic machinesTor dispensing sweets in British railway
stations, paying a rental of between £7,000 and £8,000 a year
for the space they occupy. The machines in 1891 delivered
1513 tons in 6,794,810 packets ot chocolate and 151 tons in
5,127,594 packets of other sweets, or in all 3024 tons in
11,922,404, or very nearly 12,000,000, packets ; while in 1893
the sales had increased to nearly 400 tons—168 tons of choco-
Jate and 226 tons of other sweets—in 15,240,960 packets.

732. When was the “‘ blast” furnace first used ?

On the Egyptian tombs at Thebes metal-workers are
represented as using the blow-pipe more than 2,000 years
before Christ, and Indian and other Oriental workers in metals
still use a primitive bellows for this purpose, which was the
germ of the blast furnace. Loman historians say that iron
was employed by the Britons in manufacturing spears and
lances, which required some sort of blast. The Romans
‘themselves, when they occupied Britain, employed iron
to a considerable extent, as is evidenced by cing‘er heaps in
the Forest of Dean, in Gloucestershire, and elsewhere. Dut
so rude was their process, that those heaps in the Forest of
Dean furnished the chief supply of ore for twenty furnaces
during 200 on 300 years. The English ironfounders who
employed these remains melted them in furnaces of a simple
form, called “air-bloomeries,” which they srected on the tops
of hills, in order to obtain the greatest possible blast of wind.
Subsequently thes¢ furnaces were enlarged and supplied with
artificial blasts, Blowing mgchines, in which large cylinders
were used, were erected by Mr. John Smeaton, the eminent
oivil engineer, at the Carron Iron Works, in 1760. One, equal
to the suppl; of air for forty forge fires, was erected in the
Royal Declfyard at Woolwich. The invention of the hot-blast
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furnace, as presently used, is credited to Neilson, a Scottish
engineer, who obtained his patent in 1828. The honour of
this invention, however, jhas also been clain#d for another
engineer, Mr. James Carmichael, to whom a bronze statue
has been crected in the Albert Institute grounds at Dundee.

733. Is there any place in the world where workers—
man’, woman, or child—receive the same rate of

payment ?

Such a place exists on the Pacific Coast, at the head of the
Harbour of Topolobampo, where a colony of Americans have
sbeen settled for the last eight years, converting the dream ot
Socialists into accomplished facts. Throughout the colony’s
experience the central idea under which it was organized has
not been forgotten. Co-operation has ruled. Every pound of
grain or fruit raised has been turned iuto a common fund,
presided over by a director. Each labourer—man, woman, or
child—working in the ditch, on the ranch, or on the truck
farm of La Loggia, a 400-acre ®rack near the riwger, has received
. payment in company script, three credits, or three dollars a
day. The seript is receivable for material from the*ompany’s
storehouse, which has, by means of the farm’s produce, the sale
of stock to northern investors, and contributions from friends,
usually been fairly well filled. Originally four hundred
colonists started for this station, but about half of them s8on
returned home, discouraged and disheartened. In the fall of
1890 two hundred more went out to the front, afterwards
followed by others, and now the colony consists of between
five andssix hnndred ; wowen and children embracing 40 per

cent. of the colony’s strength.

734. In which country are photographers licensed ?

In Russia, where even the license is little or no protectioff
to anyone who incurs the suspicion or hostility of any of the
officials. In Turkey things are very little better, as a pjoto-
grapher found to his cost, not long sinee, when he atteinpted
to obtain an instantaneous photograph of the Sultan on his
foad to the mosque. His apparatus was smashed, whilst he,
after being kept 1n prison for three weeks, was unceremoniously
hustled out of the gountry. In France photographers cannpt
carry on outside work except at great risks, as there seems to
be an ingrained suspicion and hostility against any person
using a camera, that they are gngaged in spying or other

=hostile purpose. An Internptional Bureau &f Photography
was formed in 1893 at Chicago, one &f its objects being tp
obtain the official recognjtion of photography by sthe Govern-
ments (local as well as central) of cwilizec{na.tions.'
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785. How many schools adopt the stamp deposit system
in conneection with the Post Offite Savings Bank ?

By an invenlion of the late Mr. Gesorge Chetwynd, C.B., first
Controller of the Post Office Savings Bank, whereas a shilling
had been the lowest sum that could be deposited, pennies
could be saved by using one of the now well-known perny
postage stamp saving slips ; and when twelve of these penny
stamps have heen affixed to one of these slips, which can be
obtained at any post-office, they will be accepted by the Post
Office as a shilling deposit, provided they have not been in any
way defaced or damaged. When the Free Education Act came.
into operation it was desired that some part of the fees hitherto

aid by parents should be invested by the children in the

ost Office Savings Bank by means of this system of stamp
slips. During the year 1892 no fewer than 1,900 schoois
adopted this system, and 466,000 one-shilling and 103,000 four-
shilling forms were supplied. This scheme greatly stimulated
the formation pf school penny kanks also, and from September
1st, 1891, till ‘December 31st, 1892, as many as 3,300 such
banks were constituted, whereas only 336 were opened in the
first sixteen months. The Post Office now offers cards as al-
ternative to the penny bank books, and there has been a large
demand for the former. A clerk to a School Board in an im-
pertant town in Wales, where the stamp deposit system is in
operation, stated that £1,200 had been saved by the scholars:
in 1893. The total number of depositors in the Post
Office Savings Bank, as given in the report, is 5,452,316, dis-
tributed as follows : England and Wales, 5,027,431 ; Scotland,
199,062 ; and Ireland, 225,823. ¢ !

786. Do many London business firms engage the services
o of a chaplain and have a regular daily serviee ?

For a great many years past some London firms have had
chaplains and regular daily services. Among them are Messrs.
Hitchcock, Williams, and Co., warehousemen, of St. Paul's
Churchyard and Paternoster Row ; Copestake, Lindsay,
Crampton, ard Co., lace manufacturers and warehousemen, of
Bow Churchyard, Cheapside, Bread Street, and Star Court, of
which firm the late George Moore, whose memoirs were written
by Samuel Smiles, was such a prominent member ; Price’s:
Patent Candle Company, at the Belmont Works, Battersea,
and 31, Threadneedle Street ; whilst the Rev. E. A, Stuart, M.A,,
frequently uséd to conduct services at a large drapersa.
gstablishment in the North of ‘London.  Copestake, Moore,
and Grampfon started a similar seyvice witlr a chaplain at °
their laec manufactory in Nottingbam. Thomas Adams, lace
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manufacturer, of Stoney Strcet, in that town, commenced the
same at least forly years ago, having an apartment in the
warehouse furnished as_a chapel. In his factory in the
neighbourhood of the sam® town a similar service with another
chaplain was commenced. Mr. Adams died many years ago,
but on turning his husiness over to a limited liability company,
h& sccured the continuance of these services by the trust-deeds.

737. Which bird can spend most time in the air without
perching ?
The frigate-bird. Mr. J. Lancaster, an American naturalist,
,Who spent tive years on the west coast of Florida, in studying
the habits of aquatic and other birds, states that the frigate-
bird can live in the air for a week at a time, night and day,
without once perching or touching a roost. He timed these birds,
and found them able to go at the rate of 100 miles an hour with
ease, and that on fixed wings. In Mr. Lancaster’s opinion,
these birds up to that speed could fly just as fast as they pleased.
The wings of the frigate-bird?stretch to an eapanse of about
10ft. or 12ft., and it passes so much of its time in the air, that
it has been credited with slecping on the wing. Th# albatross
has followed the course of a ship for many days without being
known to rest. This bird may be termed the monarch of the
high seas. It exceeds the swan in size, attains a weight of
from 12lb. to 28lh., and extends its wings from 10ft. to 13ft.
» One remarkably large bird, shot off the Cape of Good Hope,
measured 173ft. from wing to wing. The swift is another bird
almost continually on the wing, and never settles on the ground
oron trges. It lives morg in the air than any other bird ;
eating, drinking, and even collecting materials for its nest
while on the wing.

788. Was a Treasyry cheque for school grant ever dis=
honoured ?

This happened in 1893 with a Treasury cheque which,had
been forwarded to the Dundee School Board for school grant
duly earned. The cheque, for £1,273 17s. 6d., was paid into
the bank to the credit of the School Board, but when it
reached the Bank of England it was dishonoured. This, to
say the least of it, was a most high-banded and unnecessarily
aggravating way of dealing with the local school authority,
and the only explanation vouchsafed to the School Board after
the- cheque had been stopped wag that the amount had bgen

.yrongly calculated. The Department, howeveY, proved to be
in the wrong, and about three’ months &fter the dishonouring
of the cheque, a letter wags sent to the Dundee Sghool Board
stating that: “My lordS have been infqrmed that the law
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officers have given their opinion that the grant in relief of
fees need not be taken into consideration in calcula,tin[.lglthe
average fee fér the purpose of Article 6, and they have
accordingly removed the suspension from the order for
£1,273 17s. 6d., which was sent to you in payment of annual
grant for the school.” R

739. Which quadruped has the most variously coloured
skin ?

The mandril. The colours of the rainbow are embluzoned
on this creature's form. A bright azure glows on each side of
its nose; the nostrils are deeply grooved, and the ridges are:
bedizened with blue. Lines of brilliant scarlet and deep
purple alternate with the blue, and the extremity of the
muzzle blazes with a fiery red like Bardolpl's nose. The
end of the mandiil's back is also radiant with chromatic
effect, being plenteously charged with a ruddy violet. The
general colour of the fur is of an olive-brown tint, fading
into grey on ethe under side®of the limbs, and the chin
is decorated with a small, yellow, pointed beard. The
ears are’ small, of a black colour with a tinge of blue.
The Mexican wolf is the most variously coloured of all
wolves. Its hcad is ash-coloured, striped with dusky lines.
The body is ash-coloured, spotted with black ; its belly is
cinerous ; the tail is cinerous, tinged in the middle with
tawny. The legs and feet are striped with black and ash’
colour ; and between the cars are broad, tawny spots. Grey
and white are also found on some parts of the body. One of
the quadrumanous tribe-—the varied monkey—has a great
varicty of colours: its face is of a dark lead colour, the beard
on each side long and of a greenish yellow ; the top of the

.head is bright yellow freckled with black ; back and sides
deep brown with black freckles ; legs, feet, and tail black.

740, Which shipwrecked vessel carried the most valuable
cargo ?

In a storm off Lewis, U.S., in 1798, the British frigate De
Brook was lo8t, having on board no less than £2,400,000 worth
of specie and jewels, taken from an intercepted Spanish fleet
vhile on her voyage to Halifax. The Britjsh war vessel Hussar,
whick was wrecked in attempting to make the passage through
Hell Gate, New York, in 1780, bad on board treasure, mostly
in,_ guineas, tg the value of £960,000, which, would make
the value of her entire cargo considerably more than a.
enillion sterling. THe obstructions causing ~danger at Hell
(Gate- were” in 1885 rvemoved by, an enormous Dblasting
operation.” By the wreck of the French frigate Lutine,
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in 1799, a loss of searly a million sterling took place, and
the whole crew were drowned, except one man. Some small
portion of the bullion wag afterwards recovered. The screw
steamer Royul Charter, wrecked off Moelfre, on the Anglesey
coast, in October, 1859, had gold on board as part of her cargo
to the value of between £700,000 and £800,000, much of which
has since bedn recovered. The French war vessel L'Orient,
sunk in Aboukir Bay at the Battle of the Nile in 1798, had
treasure on board cquivalent to £600,000 in value. In the
storm which raged November 14th, 1854, in the Black Sea, the
Steamer Prince was lost, with 144 lives and a cargo worth
£500,000 indisp&nsable to the sufferers in the army at the
Crimea. The steamer Amalia was wrecked while carrying a
cargo worth £200,000. The route from England to India is
strewn with treasure of vessels lost on the road, the estimated
value whereof is not less than eighty millions sterling.

744, Does the honorary freedom of any English borough
confer a kissing privilege upon it¢ possessor ?

That of the ancient borough of Rye, in Sussex, one of the
Cingue Ports, docs so. By one of the early charters, which
had long been overlooked, but which was brought to light
again not long ago by a searcher amongst its ancient records,

, the possessor of the honorary freedom of this small but dis-
tingnished borough secures the right and privilege of kissing
the mayoress. At Hungerford, in connection with the
festivities of Hocktide, there are two officials known as
“tuth men,” who have the privilege of taking a kiss_from
each member of the fair sex. They are appointed annually by
the chicf constable, who is head man of the commoners.

742. Was 'there ever a public-house or inn where a
customer could not get two eonseeutive drinks ?

This was the case at a public-house in Bishopsgate, Lopdon,
known as *“Dirty Dick’s.” Dick, the original proprietor, ﬁeing
iilted by his intended bride on the morning of the wedding
day, made a vow that the table, as set for the wedding break-
fast, should remain undisturbed as long as he lived, and
that from that day forward he would never wash or tidy
bimself again, which vow he religiously kept for the re-
mainder of his life, and earned for himsklf in consequence

Lthe title of “Dirty Dick” Another of Jis peculiarjties
was that he would not allow a customer to be served with
drinks twice at the same visit. If réquiring more, the cys-
tomer was obliged to deave the house and return before
he could have & further drink, whick custord continued
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to Le observed for many decades aften the death of the
eccentric proprietor. A similar custom is also observed in
several of th8 public-houses belonging to Messrs. William
Teacher and Sons, Glasgow. This firm have in all about a
score of public-houses throughout Glasgow. In several of
them beer and spirits must be carried out, no drinking being
allowed on the premises; in others, customers®are supplied
only at the counter, there being no sitting-rooms. In the
latter shops, a placard is displayed inside, intimating that no
customer will be supplied with more than one glass of spirits
or one pint of beer on any one visit, an interval of at least twe.
hours to elapse between each refreshment to this extent
sup?lied. This rule is rigidly adhered to in the whole of the
firm’s houses where goods are sold for consumption on the
premises. .

743. How many LondonTcabdrivers are over seventy

years of age ?

One hundred-and fifty-two. ‘It appears from.the report of
Sir Edward Bradford, issued in 1893, that there are no
fewer thafi 917 cabdrivers in London who are between sixty
and seventy years of age, 151 between seventy and eighty,
and one, a venerable patriarch of about ninety years of age,
sti]l holds a license. ere are also in London 118 omnibus-
drivers over sixty, and of these eighteen are upwards of ,
seventy years of age. London contains 15,011 cabdrivers and
6,517 omnibhs and car drivers. There are 45,000 cabs through-
out the United Kingdom—London alone has 12,000, earning
nearly £3,000,000 sterling annually«-the earnings of the whole
being estimated at £8,200,000 yearly. About £8,000 per day
is spent in London on cab fares. There are in London for the
ennvenience of the cabmen forty-one cab shelters, patronized
daily by some 4,000 cabdrivers.

744. Which newspaper in this country was published at
the highest price ?

The ¢ Hamilton Herald,” Lanarkshire, a few copies of which,
are every week printed on cloth, at 1s. 6d. per copy, is
probably the newspaper published at the highest price in this
coantry. This weekly is published every: Friday, printed on
paper, at 1d., but the enterprising Eroprietors print a number
of cloth copies each week, one of which is presented to every
advartiser of & birth, marriags, or death. In this way T-
tisers can preserve their announzements indefinitely. THese™
cloth copies can be obtained by any person wishing one for
1s. 6d.-¢ach. < The ‘Hamilton Herald? claims to be'the only
newspapiér in the world that has introduced this novel feature,
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‘T'he *‘John Bull} a weekly newspuper, was published at 1s,
each copy. It was founded in 1820 and continued till 1892, in
which year its publication ceased. The Londdn daily news-
papers were, in olden days, published at prices ranging from
3d. to 7d., the latter price being charged for the daily copy
when the tax on newspapers was at its maximum of 4d. per
copy. The prices of most of them were only reduced to 1d.
after the newspaper tax had been abolished and the paper
duty removed. ’f‘he highest-priced daily newspaper in this
country at the present time is the London ‘Times,” at 3d. per

copy.
'74-5. ‘Were public reading-rooms ever held to be illegal
in this country ?

In September, 1790, a case was tried at Bow Street, in which
it was decided that public newspaper reading-rooms were
illegal. Three proprietors of such institutions were prosecuted
by the Stamp Office authoritigs, and were cach fined £5 for
allowing the use of their rooms and newspaper# to the public
on payment of 1d. for admission. The case was reported in
the ‘Times’ of the 6th of September, 1790. -

746. Is the left arm stronger than the right?

Frequently this is so. In the very elaborate report on H.;e
,work of the Anthropometric Laboratory, presented to the
British Association in 1893, it was set forth that in males the
right arm was the stronger in 509 per cent., or in Tather more
than half of the cases examined ; the two arms were equal in
164 per cent. ; and the left arm was the stronger in 32°7 per cent.,
or in nearly one-third of the cases examined. In females the
right arm was stronger in 469 per cent. § both arms were equal
in 286 per cent. ; and in 245 per cent,, ‘or nearly one-fourth of,
the cases examined, the left arm was found to be stronger than
the right. +

747. Why are italies so frequently:used in the English

version of the Bible ?

* The idiomatic construction of the English language differs
considerably from that of Hebrew and Greek, in which the "
Bible was first written. A literal translation very often makes
clumsy reading, and the English translators wisely determined
to make the English version of the Bible a’model of literary
style as well as linguistic accuracy> The words jn italics in $he
'Blb'g, therefore, have no corrgsponding words 1n the original ;
but the translators have themselves st_xf)plied these words te
render the sense of the psssages in which they oceur, in their
opinion, mote full and clear. The authorized virsion was-
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prepared in the reign of James I. Fifty-four scholars, most
distinguished for learning, were selected for the worlk, and
finally forty-séven undertook it. ,They were divided into
six Companies, to each of which a certain portion of Scripture
was assigned. Each person of a Company was to prepare a
translation of the whole portion committed to that Company.
When a Company had in this way agreed 'upon their version, it
was to be transmitted to each of the other Companies, so that no
part was to be without the sanction of the whole body. Two
(Companies sat at Westminster, two at Oxford, and two at
Cambridge. The final revision of the whole was conducted.in
London by two delesates from each Company. The work of
translation and revision occupied from 1607 to 1610, and
it came from the press of Robert Barker in 1611. The
first book printed with italics was an edition of “Virgil”
issued at Venice, by Aldo, in 1501 ; a copy of this book is
preserved in the British Museum.

748. What iscthe greatest namber of times a pear-tree
in this ecountry has fruited in one season ?

Four times. The year 1893 was a prolific one for fruits of
all kinds in this country, and a pear-tree planted by Mr.
Henry Port Aslatt, of Southampton, bloomed and fruited four
different times during that season : the pears of all four
growths being luscious and well-developed fruit, and gathered
in first-rate condition. An apple-tree in the orchard of Mr.
Reeve, of Mill Road, Cambridge, in August, 1893, after having
yielded two distinct crops, was_in blossom for the third time ;
while numerous cases of second crops of both apples and pears
were reported in the course of that year. At Vine Farm,
West Derby, there were two distinet crops of strawberries
Vielded in 1893, the second crop being unusually late in the
year for this fruit to be seen growing.

749. “‘What is the highest price ever paid for a box at the
theatre ?

Five hundted lpounds was paid by the Shah of Persia when
he visited the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, London, in 1873.
Two hundred and fifty pounds was paid at Buenos Ayres, in
South America, on the visit of Mme. Patti, in 1888. On that
tour this famous singer obtained £70,000 for twenty-four per-
formances, as in,addition to . guaranteed minimum of £1,000
for each performance, she was toereceive a certain proportion~
of all profits. A thousand dollars, or about £200. was the sum
given, by Méss Agnes Booth-Schoeffe! for a box at Abbey’s.
Theaté®, New York, an the occasion of the first performance
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of “Becket ” by Mm Henry Irving and his company on their
Awerican tour in November, 1893. Two smaller boxes were
on that occasion sold fora300dols. (about £6( each); while
another box, less favourably placed in the theatre, realized
100dols.

750. Was an organ ever erected specially for a wedding

and removed after the ceremony ? .

This was done on the occasion of the marriage of Miss Ida
Mayer (daughter of Mr. Alphonse Mayer) with Mr. Stuart
Montagu Samuel (a partner in the banking-house of Samuel
Montagu and Co.), which took place on April 10th, 1893, at
the new West-end Synagogue, Bayswater. The ceremony was
performed by the Rev. S. Singer, assisted by the Revs. E.
Spero and John Harris. It was a *“ white” wedding. Theark
was embowered in palms and white-flowering plants, while the
marriage canopy was in white satin heavily festooned with
white flowers. The whole of the interior of the building was
similarly ornamented. The service was choral, the choir
having been largely augmented for the occasion, and the
orchestra consisted of violins, double bassos, and harps. The
organ had been specially erected for the occasion, and was
removed after the ceremony, as it is contrary to Jewish usage
in orthodox congregations to employ the organ or other musiqal
jnstruments except at weddings. In fact, the above marriage
was the first orthodox Jewish wedding in London where they
have been used with the approval of the Chief Rabbi.

751. What is the greatgst age at which anyone has
ecompeted for a University degree ?

Seventy-six, this heing the age at which a persevering
student at Shanghai, who had failed in every examinatione
since he was twenty, won a University degree of considerable
distinction in 1892, The ordeal for degrees in Chinaisa severe
one, divided into three bouts of about thirty-six hours, two
nights and a day each, with intervals of a day. Three weeks
of, anxious waiting ensues before the examination lists are pub-
lished. The candidates during the examination are shut up in
cells a few feet square, containing one board for a seat and
another for a desk, the doors being locked from the ou.tside’.
Each row of cells has two attendants for cooking, ete., attached
to it, and the number of candidates under lock and key gene-
rally exceeds ten thousand. More degrees are taken at Cambridge

n later life, perhaps, than i any other English University,
© Persons going up late are there able to_enter as Fgllow Com-
moners, and this enables them to associate with m9n of their
own age. Instances of students taking a B.Asdegree beswean
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the ages of forty-five and fifty have been known. A gentleman,
named William Brown Keer took his degrees of B.A. and M.A.
at Oxford at the same time, in 1890, Tla.ving kept sufficient’
terms for both. As he was ordained deacon in 1858, he must
have been at least fifty-five when he graduated. In Germany
there are 21 Universities, Italy 21, United Kingdom 11,
Austria 10, Spain 10, Russia 8, Belgium, Holland; and Switzer-
land 4 each. In the wholeof Europe there are 101 Universities,
with 6,274 professors and 123,690 students.

752. Whieh British Cathedral has the largest library ?

That at Durham, which now contains over 15,000 volumes.
The library in which they are placed is a magnificent chamber,
finished in 1404, 194ft. long and 41ft. wide, and is still covered
with its original solid and massive roof of oak trunks, scarcely
touched by the axe. In the library of St. Paul's Cathedral,
which is a noble room, lined with oak shelves, and surrounded
by a gallery supported by brackets carved by Grinling Gibbons,
there are 10,509 volumes of printed books, besides rather more
than an equal number of separate pamphlets. The library at
York contains about 11,000 volumes ; that at Canterbury about
9,900 printed books, with about 110 MS. volumes, and between
6,000 and 7,000 documents. The library of Exeter Cathedral
cqutains 8,000 printed volumes, and some most valuable MSS, ;
Lincoln Cathedral has a library of 4,500 printed volumes, amd
a large number of MSS. ; the library of Gloucester Cathedral
is a large apartment, 72ft. long, 33ft. wide, and 31ft. high, and
contains a good collection of books; Wells Cathedral iibra.ry
contains 3,000 volumes ; and that of Hereford 2,000 volumes, |
many of which are chained and of great value. In this library
is a remarkable map of the world, the work of a certain Richard
of Haldingham, about 1314—one of the most valuable relics of
medizval geography.

753. Where is the largest private park in England ?

In the neighbourhood of Tunbridge Wells, in Sussex, where
the park suygounding Eridge Castle, the seat of the Farl of
Abergavenny, contains 7,000 acres, or nearly eleven square
miles. 1t includes Saxonbury Hill, with its ancient circular
€ntrenchment, and a prospect tower comrcanding an extensive
and rhagnificent view. The park of Lord Egerton of Tatton,
in Cheshire, is eleven miles in circumference, and is well
stacked with yred and fallow deer. The park surrounding
Arundel Castle, Sussex, iz scven miles In circumferencep
vontains many hundreds of deer, and affdrds rich scenes .
amyl bgantiful prospects. Eastwell Park, the seat of the Earl
of ‘Winchilsea, conains 2,500 acres, and is most varied in
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its_aspects, with spme of the finest scenery in the kingdom.
Chillingham Park, in the county of Northumberland, the
seat of the Earl of Tankerville, is famed f8r its herd of
wild cattle, for a long time the only herd in this country.
Welbeck Park, belonging to the Duke of Portland, is ten
miles in circumference, and contains forty-one lodges and
many notable old trees.

754. Has a eriminal ever been reprieved on the'seaffold ?

Francis de Rochechouert, Chevalier de Jars, a French
officer, was saved from death by a reprieve which arrived
when he was on the scaffold. He had been arrested and
confined in the Bastille, in 1633, and after eleven months’
close confinement, during which he was examined eighty
times, he was sent to Troyes, and condemned. He mounted
the scaffold, but a reprieve was announced while his head lay
on the block; upon which he was conveyed back to prison,
where he continued for some time in a state of insensibility.
He lived to play a part in®the wars of the Fronde, and
died about 1660. Another instance occurred about thirty
years ago at the convict prison at Waldheim, in Saxony, in
the case of a prisoner named Kuenschner, who had been
condemned to death for the murder of a shopkeeper at Leipsic,
and was one of the most dramatic instances of reprieve on ghe
scaffold ever recorded. Kuenschner was actually on the
scaffold, and the knife was about to fall, when a messenger
arrived bringing a telegram of reprieve from King John. In
1758, fifteen sailors were condemned to death in Portsmouth
for mutiny, because they had simply complained of the quality
of their provisions. The halters were being fixed when they
were informed that His Majesty had shown mercy on fourteen ;
lots were drawn to.decide who should be the sufferer. Tha
second man drew the unfortunate chance, and was run up to
the yardarm.

755. Where is the largest monumental cross in’ the
world ?
* California possesses the largest cross in existence. It is a
beautiful Tona cross, known as the “Prayer Book Cross,” and
stands in the “ Golden Gate Park.” It is commemorative sf
the first Christian service which took place in the Wnited
States, which was in the year 1579. The dross is 57ft. high,
standing on a pedestal 17ft. 6in. scpare and 7{t. high, which is
composed of sixty-eight pieceg of stone, the aggregate weight
being nearly 60,0001b. The arms are fornted of eight pieces, each
weighing 24,000lb., makiyg in all 192,000lb. There are ten
stones in this cross larger than the largest stope in the famous
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pyramid of Cheops. The material is a blu= native sandstone.
It was the gift of the late George Child, of Philadelphia. In
Princes Street,'Edinburgh, stands tke Scott Monument, 200ft.
in height, in the form of a Gothic cross, the noblest example
of that style ever reared. It is an elaborate structure, con-
sisting of a pile of arches diminishing in size towards the top,
with fifty-six niches for the statnes of some 'of the chief
characters in the stories of the great novelist. Another fine
example of a monumental cross is the National Albert
Memorial, in Kensington Gardens. The design, by Mr. (now

Sir) G. G. Scott, is based on that of the Eleanor Cross. .
756. In what country were wheelbarrows carried on the
head ?

This is still the enstom in various parts of the East and West
Indies. During the unfortunate construction of the still
uncompleted Panama Canal, it was no unusual sight to see
long processions of dusky coglies from the East and West
Indies with sfall wheelbarrows filled with earth borne on
the tops of their heads. Among the Fantees who live along
the West Coust of Africa, and chiefly at Cape Coast Castle,
every burden is borne on the head. It is related that upon
one occasion a contractor for masonry work about Cape Coast
Castle introduced wheelbarrows. The Fantee labourers simply
put one stone into each wheelbarrow, and then hoisted stone
and barrow both on their heads and trotted oft.

757. Which English playwright has made the largest
fortune ? L v

William Schwenk Gilbert, who came into note as a play-
wright on production of his pieces * Palace of Truth” and
A Pygmalion and Galatea” (1870-71). The latter of these two

ieces is reckoned one of the most valuable literary properties
1n the world, and is estimated to have produced its author, up to
the close of 1893, no less than £40,000. When Mary Anderson
was acting in “ Pygmalion and Galatea,” at the Lyceum, four
of Mr. Gillert’s plays were running simultaneously in Londqn
alone, and bringing him in £120 every night of their per-
formance. The work of Mr. Gilbert, as a playwright, includes
dramas, burlesques, comedies, fairy comedies, and operas. It
was ifi condiection with these last that Sir Arthur Sullivan, the
composer, and Mr. Gilbert joined forces under Mr. I’Oyley
Carte’s management at the Savoy. His 1ncome during\
the period of the famous triumvirate from. the Savoy alone
Was_£12,000 a year, and that was but a fraction of his «
earnings, fis his plays proved exceedingly popular not
ouly 1 London, but in the various theatres throughout
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the kingdom, as also in those in America and the British
Colonies. Mr. H. A. Jones’s fees from *“The Dancing
Girl ” amounted at one time to £200 per wedk. Mr. Pinero
made £40,000 by “ Sweet Lavender,” and a similar amount was
made by Mr. Hawtrey from *The Private Secrctary.” Mr.
George R. Sims, for the London rights of one piece alone,
received durtng a period of ten years £4,357 ; for the provincial
rights, £6,720 ; while America contributed over £12,000, and
Australia £600 ; altogether close on £25,000. Mr. Sims is
said to have cleared £15,000 in 1886 as his rights in “ Harbour

,Lights,” at the Adelphi.

~ when the bridegroom comes -ith

758. Was the playing of football ever regarded as a
crime in this country ?

The game of football was known in England prior to 1175,
but it was never regarded with favour by the law, and in the
reign of Edward III. (1365) an Act was passed forbidding
it. During the reign of Riclmrd II. (1388) a gimilar law was
enacted ; and again, under the Scottish Kings, James 1. (1424)
and IL. (1457), it was “decreeted and ordained thatethe foote-
ball and golfe be utterly cryed down and not to be used.” In
1471 James III. and in 1491 James 1V. passed similar statutes.
James I. of England also opposed it in his “ Basilikon Doron.”
He writes : “ From this Court I debarre all rough and viof®nt
exercises, as the football, meeter for lameing than making able
the users thereof.” And in the reign of Elizabeth, his pre-
decessor, a true bill was found against siateen persons for
playing the unlawful game,

769. In which part of the world does a sham fight always
accompany a marriage ceremony ?

. *
Dalton mentions that among the Kols of Central India,
when the price of a girl has been arranged, the bridegroom
and a large party of his friends, of both sexes, enter with much
singing and dancing, and sham fighting, into the village of the
bride, where they meet the bride’s party and are hospitably
éntertained. Occasionally a few of the young man’s friends
assemble outside the fields where the women are at work,
and rush on thems to capture the girl he has fixed oh
carrying her off from among the labourers, though a deféat and
rescue are not uncommon. Among the Kalmucks, a traveller
tells us that after the price of the ii_rl has been duly agreedon,
is frjends to carry off his
bride, a sham resistance is always made by the people of het
camp, in spite of which she fails not to be bornd away on a
richly-caparisoned horse, with loud shouts ang _)feu—t!e;;’oig.
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760. Which church in this ecountry has a nave formed
of ha}f-trunks of oaks set upright ?

That of Greenstead, or Greenstedd-Ongar, in Essex, which
is one of the most ancient churches in England. The nave
of this church is extremely curious, being composed of the
half-trunks of oaks set upright and close to one another. The
trunks, about 1ift. in diameter, have been split through the
centre and roughly hewn at each end to let them into a sill at
the bottom and into a plank at the top, where they are fastened
by wooden pegs. The nave is 29ft. 91n. long by 14ft. wide, and
is believed to have been erected about 1013 as a shrine for the
reception of the body of St. Edmund, King and martyr.

761. What is the size of the smallest eleetric lamp ever
made? -

About the size of a pea. Electric lamps of this diminutive
size have been used 1n medical diagnosis. One perfected
by Dr. Phillips gives a light"of four candles, and its use
was shown by him in 1893 in the course of some of his ex-
periments. Darkening the room, he placed the lamp in his
mouth, so that his lips rested on a rubber socket, and turned
on the current. The result was as if a strong light had been
placed behind a thin canvas, upon which was painted a man’s
face. The light shone through the cheeks, rendering every
vein perceptible. By moving the lamp about the interior of '
the mouth, every part of the face could be illumined. The light
would creep up as far as the eyebrows, and by resting the lamp
against the gnms the outlines of tha teeth in the gums were .
plainly visible. The lamp can be used to examine any porticn
of the body that is acccssible. Kven the stomach can be
axamnined by the aid of one of these small lamps, some of
which are of grecater power. Dr. Phillips has by one of them
explored the cavities of the eye. Diminutive lamps of this
kind-have been utilized Ly photographers in the dark room, the
lamps being shiclded by a reflector ; whilst a German electrician
is said to hage attached miniature incandescent lamps to thg
points of skates.

76A2. Has the Queen ever been present at the * Derby ” ?

Yes; on two occasions, in 1831 and 1840. The first time, in
1831, she was present as Princess Victoria, seated in an open
car-iage with the Duchess of Kent. The secotd visit to the
“Derby” was made jn 1840, the year of Her Majesty’s™
Tuarriage, accompanied by the Prince Comsort, and they «
witnégsed the race from the Grand Stand, the winning horse
being ; ¥ Little, Wonder.” The chroniclers of that period
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recorded the fact fhat, owing to some carelcssness on the
caterer’s part, no bread was forthcoming at lunch ; and on that
one occasion at least our, Queen was actually’in want of a
piece of bread. The Prince Consort presented Macdonald, the
rider of the winning horse, with his own riding-whip after the
rage, as a mark of recognition of his admirable jockeyship.

763. What breed of sheep in this country has realized
the largest price ?

The Shropshire breed, which, in 1893, acknowledged to be a

ear of unprecedented depression, realized prices higher than
’l‘;ad ever before been obtained. The Secretary of the Shrop-
shire Sheep Breeders' Association and Stock Book Society sent
out a statement in September, 1893, showing the prices realized
on the sale by auction during the previous month of eight
rams of this breed, which were £110 55, £183 15s., £210,
£262 10s., £183 15s., £147, £115 10s, and £199 10s., or .
£1,412 5s. for the cight sheep, giving an average price per head
of £176 10s. 73d. These pricef are believed to & unapproached
by the records of any other English breed of sheep. In 1891
there was paid for a Merino at Sydney the great price of
£1,155.
764. What is the size of the smallest full-grown elephant

on record ? .

A dwarf elephant, named “Lili,” from Sumatra, which was
exhibited by Mr. Hagenbeck, in Berlin, about a year or two
since, stood 36in. above the ground, was a trifle over a yard in
length, and weighed 172l). The normal height and weight
of elepbants of the same age as *“ Lili ” are—height, between
oft. and 10ft. at the shoulder, and weight between 7,000lb. and
7,600lb. The nearest appioach on record to this diminutive
little elephant was a race of dwarf elephants which formerl¥
lived on the Maltese Islands. The téeth and bones of these
were discovered some years since, representing every stage of
growth from the calf to the aged, and the heights ranged from
43ft. to 63ft. at the shoulder. The size of the smallest ba:bﬁ
elephant on record was an Asiatic one born in America, whic
was about the size of a sheep.

765. Has a milliorfaire ever become a beggar ?

A man named Robert Rathgerber, who died in 1894 in
Chicago, was once a millionaire, yith large business interests
in New York. He had a handsome wifeand a'bright son. *An
appetite for drink led him to neglect dis wifé and businesg,
until the former secureq a divorce, and the son, following a
bad example, went to ruin. His doynward «career was
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persistent and rapid. He became a homeless and penniless
outcast, and at last took poison in the streefs of Chicago, dying
soon afterwards in one of the hospitals, to which he had been
taken. Mr. Alexander de Vieune, a’ well-known millionaire of
Napa City, California, on his visit to Europe in 1890 was
robbed, whilst staying at Monte Carlo, of his cash, jewels, letter
of credit, and papers, and was left insensible by.the roadside.
He was found by the police and arrested, and, as they did not
believe his story, turned out of the place, and compelled,
without a penny in his pocket, to beg his way to Marseilles.
Reaching Marseilles in a ragged and most deplorable state, the
United States Consul shipped him off as a stecrage passenger
to New York, where he at last found some of his friends, and
was able to resume his place as a millionaire. Baron Schultz,
who died some timg ago in abject poverty on Brother's Island,
was once a millionaire. In his day he was a cclebrated
American dandy, and married Mme. Annie Bishop, the famous
soprano. o
766. What is ‘the highest price ever paid for a photo-

graphie camera ?

The most costly camera ever constructed was a huge one
made for the Ordnance Survey Department, for the pro-
duction of the largest maps. If placed on wheels it would do
duty for an omnibus, while a further idea of its enormous
size may be gathercd trom the fact that it was far too big to:
be removed through an ordinary door, and the front of the
shop where it was made had to be taken out to enable it to
be forwarded to its destination., The camera will take a
plate-glass wet plate of 45in. by 30in. in cither of the threc
dark slides. It extends to a total focas of 10[t., and has fronts
ef different form, to take long or short lenses. The plate
weighs from 281b. to 30lb., and needs two men to manipulate
it. The cost of this camera cannot be less than between
£2000 and £300; while the highest price of a first-class
camera for tull-sized plates, including Ross and Co.’s (24in.
focus) portrait lenses, will not exceed a hundred guineas. .
767. In what country is there a newspaper with its sheets

or leaves of differcnt colours ? .
In Japan, the newspaper called the ¢ Shi Gio Shu Dan Kwai
Zasshi’ 1s so printéd.  The title-leaf is printed on white paper,
while the inside lcaves are printed on vamous brightly-
coloured papers, as green, orange, and yellow. It is made up-
of single leaves, that 14, the paper is not printed on both sides; ,
the sheet is folded at the fore-edge, got at the back, as in this
countfy, afd the printing is done ou the tirst and fourth pages.
.

o
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The newspaper is about the size of an octavo pamphlet, 9}in.
by 64in. In France, M. Pol Martinet, the editor of the daily
farthing newspaper, pubLished in Paris, has gtry ingeniously -
overcome the difficnlty presented by the absence of the farthing
from the French purse. The journal is printed on alternate
mornings on paper of two different colours. The purchaser,
therefore, pays a halfpenny for one day’s colour and receives
on the next the other colour in exchange. By a decree of the
Emperor, a Chinese paper, called ‘King Pan,’ was ordered a
short time ago to be printed in three editions every day. The
first, or morning edition, on yellow paper, is devoted to com-
*» mercial intelligence ; the second, or afternoon edition, contains
official and general news ; and the third, on red paper, is a
summary of the two earlier editions, with the addition of
political and social articles. In Turin there is a paper printed
with an ink that becomes luminous in the dark, so that the
matter may be read at night without the assistance of artificia

light.
»
768. Where is the longest macadamizetl road in the
world ? .

In British India. The Grand Trunk Road, which is 1,800
miles in length, begins at Lahore, the capital of the Punjab.
The city is entered by macadamized roads through thirteen
gates ; while the Lahore District is one of the most impor®ant

* in the Punjab, with an area of 3,648 miles, and a population of
over a milliov inhabitants. After the peace of 1815, the
Austrian Government began to make roads, and in sixty years,
down to 1875, no less thay 60,000 miles of macadamized roads
were laid down, besides sixty passes made over the Alps. The
longest macadamized road in the United States, the National,
is 650 miles.

| ]
769. What are the oldest and youngest ages at which a
Lord Chancellor has been appointed ?

Eighty and twenty-seven respectively. John, Baron
Campbell of Stratheden, who was born at Cupar Fife on
%he 15th of September, 1779, was appointed Lord Chancellor
on the 18th of June, 1859, in the eightieth year of his agc.
He held the appointment (in the Ministry of Lord Palmerstgn)
till his death, in June, 1861. Lord Campbell had been
appointed Lord Chancellor of Ireland ire 1841, or eightcen

ears before he became Lord Chancellor of England. Loid

t. Leonards (Sir Edward Sygden), at the age® of seventy-'one,
became Lord Chancellor in 1852, in Ea#rl Derby’s Administga-
tion. Cardinal Beaufortgvas the youngest Chancellor or keeper ;
born in 1376, he was appointed in 1403, whep h_e woudd be twenty-
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seven years of age. Geoffery Plantagenet, Archbishop of York,
was appointed when he was twenty-eight years of age, as was
also Archbishdp George Nevil.  Sir, Thomas Beaufort was ap-
pointed at thirty-three ; Thomas de Arundel, Archbishop of
Canterbury, at thirty-four ; and Archbishop Becket at thirty-
seven. The youngest lawyer appointed Lord Chancellor was
Edward (Lord) Thurlow, who was born in 1732 at. Little Ash-
field, near Stowmarket, in Suffolk, and appointed Lord
Chancellor on the 2nd of June, 1778 (in place of Earl
Bathurst, resigned), at the age of forty-six. The next two

oungest Lord Chancellors, who were lawyers, were Hugh
MacCalmont Cairns, born in the County Down, Ireland, in«
1819, and appointed Lord Chancellor in 1868 ; and the present
Lord Chancellor (Lord Herschell), born in 1837, and first
appointed Lord Chancellor in 1886.
770. Has any peer in this country ever practised archi-

tecture ?

Edmund Beckett Denison, afterwards Siv Edmund Beckett,
and in 1886 created Lord Grimthorpe, born in 1816, has always
interested himself greatly in architecture, and has designed no
small number of churches and houses, as well as all the new
works at St. Albans Cathedral since 1878, besides alterations
at Lincoln’s Inn, and the great clock and bells at the Palace of
Weéstminster. Earl de Grey, who held the office of President
of the Royal Institute of British Architects from 1835 until
1861, was an architect, and so was Richard Boyle, fourth Earl
of Cork and third Earl of Burlington. The Earl of Aberdeen,
who in 1814 was created Viscount Gordon, devoted mugh study
to ancient Girecian architecture and antiquities. The Countess
of Salisbury can draw out the plan of a house as well as any
ordinary architect, and drew out most of the designs for the

t-Premier’s new villa in the South of France.

771. Which Colonial Legislature has the largest number
+ of ‘““labour” members ?

New South Wales. In its Legislature there are thirty-seven
Jabour memblers out of a total of 129, or more than one-fourtlt
of the whole body. One other Australian Legislature, that of
Queensland, has nearly as great a proportjion of labour mem-
bers—seveuteen out of a total of sixty-five ; while in Victoria’
only about ohe-cighth of the Legislature are labour members.
There were in 1893 ninepy-four labour mewmbers in the
Leghslatures of* the five Australian Colonies, which is an
ingrease of eighty-twosover the number of such members in
previous Pagliaments. Of the total pumber of these labour
memlﬁrg, svme twepty are Social Democrats, twenty State
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Socialists, and the remainder Trade Unionists of the old
school. In many of these places the Parliamentary repre-
sentatives receive salarigs averaging from £100 to £300 per
annum.

772. Where was it a eustom to break a front tooth as a
. slgr.l of manhood ?

Such a custom exists among the aborigines of Australia.
When the young men arrive at the age of manhood, it is the
custom in all the tribes to break a front tooth of their upper
jaws. Mutilation of the teeth is not, however, limited to the

» natives of Australia, but is observed by many of the savage
or uncivilized races in various parts of the world. Mautilation
of teeth, by filing, for instance, is practised in the Malayan
Archipelago. It 1s a religious act, which is celebrated with
great festivities. The degree and charactér of this filing vary
with the habits of the family or caste. The operation is
performed by an expert, the Tukang pangur (filer), by means
of a chisel, three bricks, two %iles, a small saw, and a pair of
cutting nippers, the instruments being rubbed with arsenic
and lemon-juice before being used. On the Wedt Coast of
Africa it is customary to break several of the teeth on children
reaching a certain age.

778. Which loeality in the United Kingdom is most €re-
quently visited by shocks of earthquake ?

Under a considerable portion of Great Britain is fclt the ebb,
as it were, of any great European volcanic shock, and slight
earthquakes are almost anpually felt at Comrie, in Perthshire.
As regards the general distribution of earthquakesin England,
Milne says that out of 110 shocks recorded, thirty-one originated
in Wales, thirty-one along the South Coast of England,
fourteen on the borders of Yorkshire and Derbyshire,
and five or six in Cumberland. :On April 22nd, 1884,
an earthquake took place, the most serious that has
occurred in this country for four centuries. Originating
jn the neighbourhood of Colchesteré the disturbance made
itself felt over an area estimated ‘at about 50,000 square
miles. The results were of a very destructive character in
Colchester and the» immediate neighbourhood. It was feltn
various directions in decreasing force. . .

774. Does sudden fright ever cause deafness ? .

Sir William Dalby has recfclsrdea that it som8times does, ‘and
has given one or two cases that occurréd in the course of kis
own practice. A lady,,standing before her toilet-table and
Jooking through a door into the dresqng*roon!, saw in- &
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mirror the reflection of her husband in th¢ act of cutting his
throat. From that moment she was totally deaf. A lady, who
just Dbefore fke Peninsular War had been married, heard
suddenly, and quite unexpectedly, that her husband had been
ordercd out to the seat of war. So great was her horror that
she became iunstantaneously and perfectly deaf, remaining go
for many months. A doctor relates that a gorerness In a
family was standing one day in the hall when one of the
children of the house, who was sliding on the banisters, fell
over them and was killed at her feet. The shock so affected
her that she immediately became absolutely deaf. .

775. Which nation is entirely free from colour-blindness ? *

According to Dr. Macgowan, there is a complete absence
of colour-blindness among the Chinese. He spent many years
in various parts of ‘the Empire, interrogating painters, (f;'ers,
and others likely to become acquainted with that visual de-
fect, but could not find any evidence of its existence. At a
Chinese hospitnl he subjected tover a thousand patients to
examination, but could find no trace of colour-blindness. A
careful ir{?uiry made by Messrs. Blake and Franklin (of the
Kansas University), amongst the full- blooded American
Indians, showed that only seven-tenths of 1 per cent. were
colour-blind, the tribes examined being chiefly Pawnee,
Ch¥yenne, and Pottawattamic. It is estimated that in civilized
nations between 3 and 4 per cent. amongst males and two-tenths
of 1 per cent. amongst females suffer from colour-blindness.
In Finland and Norway the rate is as high as 5 per cent., while
in Holland it is only 1'43 per cent. Blindness to red is the
most common condition ; bﬁndness to green comes next in
frequency ; but blindness to blue is rare. Dr. George Wilson,
of quinburgh, found that out of 1,154 persons, of various
occupations, whom he examined, there were sixty-five colour-
blind, of whom twenty-one confused red with green, nineteen
could not distinguish brown from green, and twenty -five
mistook blue and green, or vice-versd.

776. In what country do railway companies provide
special vans for cycles ?

Specially coustructed vans are in use hoth in France and
Germany for the conveyance of cycles. In both of these
countries all cycles, are taxed, and special badges are affixed to
them to show they have beep duly registered and the tax paid,
and it is moré as a check to prevent the Revenue being
dgfranded than for the safety of the machines or convenience
of thie-owners that such an arrangement has been made.
Being all located ip one part of the train, the officials can
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more readily examine them and detect infringement of the
law. Iu France 8. is charged for a license, Germany 2s. 6d.,
and Belgium 5s. In this country the Londo¥ and North-
Western Railway provide® specialfy fitted vans for the con-
veyance of cycles on their lines, and also collecting vans to
convey the cycles from the cycle manufactories in Coventry to
thé railway sfation.

777. What is the largest reward ever offered for a lost
child ?

Five hundred thousand francs (equivalent to £20,000 ster-
ling) was offered, in January, 1894, for the recovery of an Ameri-
%an schoolboy, named Webster Conkling, who mysteriously
disappeared in Paris at the commencement of the year. His
mother, Mrs. Webster Conkling, wishing to have her children
—a boy and a girl--educated in France, tosk up her abode in
Paris in the previous September. The boy, about fifteen years
old, was sent to the school of the religious order called the
Fréres Maristes, at Plaisance, and the girl to an establishment
directed by the Dames de la Providence, at Colombes. On
the 31st of December, young Conkling was to visit his sister at
Colombes. One of his schoolmasters set out with him for the
Western of France railway station in the Rue St. Lazare. On
his way, however, the master lost sight of the boy for a
moment, and, on turning round, found he had disappearad,

»and it was as though the earth had swallowed up the lad. The
mother, who is very rich, first offered 25,000 francs reward,
and very shortly that sum was increased to 500,000 francs
(£20,000), The sum of money was actually deposited at
Munroe’s Bank in the Rue Xcribe.

778. What is the largest amount on record expended in
completion. of a single volume ? .

One hundred thousand pounds, that being the cash expended
by a New York firm of publishers in the completion of the
first volume of their “Standard Dictionary.” The work took
upwards of four years to complete, and 247 specialists and
editors were engaged in its preparation, besides mnearly 500
readers for quotations, and several hundreds of other people
who have rendered services in various ways. The cost of
Murray’s “Oxford *English Dictionary” will before it is
completed be very considerable. The firsts volume of 1,240
pages, with 31,254 words in the first two letters of the

]p%:a.i:et—A and B—occupied f8ur years’ work. It lfas
been estimated that each vblume completed of the hugg
American “ War of the Rebellion” costs £4,000. Ninety-
three volumes have bech issued of the 120 required to
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complete the work. The sums expended qn the seventh and
eighth editions of the “Encyclopzdia Britannica” were as
follows: Paice to authors, £40,970; cost of paper, £52,503 ;
printing and stereotyping, £36,708 ; copper-plate engraving
and printing, £18,277 ; binding, £22,613 ; advertising, £11,081;
sundries, £2,269 The paper duty on the two editions,
calculated at 13d. per lb., was £8,573, or about,17s. 3d. per
copy. Altogether a total of £184,425 11s. 4d.

7:9. What eggs yield o0il ?

Those of the Algerian locust yield a thick oil, resembling
honey in appearance. It burns well, and with alkali makes a
good soap. As large quantities of these eggs are collected by
the natives in order to destroy them, steps have been taken
with a view to extracting the oil for commnercial purposes.
The female locust days from 50 to 100 eggs at a time, which
are deposited in a hole made in the ground for the purpose,
and she usually deposits at least three times each season.
The number of eggs laid yearly: by the swarms of these insect
pests is almost incredible. In the neighbourhood of the Rhone,
1n one year, 5,250 million eggs were destroyed, and in spite of
this work of destruction being carried on in the various
countries in which they are found, the locusts still continue to
assemble in such myriads that the sky is darkened for hours
together as they pass on their destroying march, leaving not
a vestige of vegetation behind thewm.

780. In what European country is no child allowed to
enter a workhouse ?

This is the case in France and'in Austria, wheré pauper
children, instead of being sent to the workhouse, are placed
with peasant families, where they are kept until able to earn
taeir own livelihood. In Russia there is a great children’s
asylum at Moscow, with a branch in St. Petersburg. Home-
less infants are received there, and after being four weeks in
the ifistitution, are put out to nurse in village homes. There
they remain till six years old, when they again enter the insti-
tution, and are educated until twelve years old. About 1,306
babies are always in the Moscow Asylum, and some 800 in the
St. Petersburg.branch. The institutions gre kept up mainly
by a tpx upon playing cards.

781. What is the youngest age at which an Epglish actress
_ has apveared on ti.e stage ?

Victoria Vokes begar her proféssional carebr at the Royal
%m& ’-I‘he?.tre, London, when scarcely two years old, in a
drama eutitled “The Avalanche.” Her sister, Jessie \}okes.
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also appeared at the Surrey Theatre at the ‘age of four, and
subsequently played therc a round of juvenile characters.
At the age of three,, Miss Kate Terrys’ (Mrs. Lewis)
made her first appearaiice on the stage to sing a cha-
racter song as an old lady of ninety-five. Miss Minnie
Terry made her first appearance at the age of four at
the Haymasgket, in “Partners,” and at the age of six was
able toearn £10a week. At that age she acted as “ Mignon” in
the dramatized version of “ Bootle’s Baby.” The clever little
actress, Miss Empsie Bowman, made her first appearance on
the stage at the age of four at the Stratford Theatre, where she

edanced a hornpipe. Mimne. Jane Hading, the French actress,
at the age of three appeared at the Marseilles theatre as little
Blanche de Caylus in “Le Bossu.” Miss Patti Rosa, the
wealthy American actress, appeared on the stage at the age of
four, and continued to play children’s parts for over twenty
years. Mrs. Kendal began to perform nearly as soon as she
could walk and talk. Her first appearance at the age of four
was at Chute’s Theatre at Bristol (where her mother was
acting), as an angel in “Uncle Tom's Cabin.” In the last
census report there were included 409 males and 20¥ females of
less than fifteen years of age who were classed as actors.

782. Who is the owner of the first photographiec camera
ever seen in this eountry ? ®

Lord Swansea has a good many curiosities at his charming
residence in Glamorganshire, but amongst all his possessions
there is probably nothing that he cherishes more than an old
Photogmphic camera which he purchased when quite a youth.
This camera is reputed to be the first ever seen in England.
When, as plain Mr. Vivian, his lordship was completing his
education at Cambridge, photography was just beginning to
be appreciated ; and the young student devoted a go
deal of his leisure to mastering the rudiments of the new
art. There still hangs at Singletén Abbey one of the
portraits of his fellow-collegians which Mr. Vivian took at
that time. Mr. F. H. Talbot, son ‘of Mr. William Henry

'ox Talbot, was one of the first Successful users in this
country of the camera for photographic purposes. Some of
the work of Mr. Talbot was done as far back as 1835, apd
thirty-two of the photographs taken by this pioneer ofs photo-

raphy in the years 1839 and 1840 were ¢xhibited by his son
%efore the Bath Photographic Seciety in 1889. Mr. Talhot’s
services to photographic ap secured him the medal of the
Royal Society. The honour of being the first photographergn
this country is claimedefor Mr. Thomas Wedewaod, a son of
the celobrated potter, who, in 1793, sugcegded o taking @
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photograph of a Savoyard piper, in the costnme of his country.
Carte-de-visite portraits were first taken at Nice, by M. Ferrier,
in 1857, when the Duke of Parma had his portrait placed on
his visiting-cards,

783. Who were the most distinguished twins ever born ?

The distinguished twins that gained most notoriety were
Eng and Chang, known as the Siamese Twins, who were born
of Chinese parents in Siam in 1811. Their bodies were united
by a band of flesh stretching from the end of one breastbone
to the same place on the other twin. These twins, purchased.
from their mother at Me-Kong, were taken to America by Mr.
Hunter, in 1829, and subsequently brought to KEngland.
After realizing a competence by the exhibition of themselves
in the various countries of Europe, the Siamese Twins settled
in one of the Southefn States of America, where they married
two sisters and had families. They died within two and a
half hours of each other, on January 16-17, 1874,

784. Which living Englishman'has the greatest reputation
as an Alpine elimber ?

This is the Rev. William Augustus Brevoort Coolidge, editor
of the ¢ Alpine Journal,’ the official organ of the Alpine Club,
and who, with Mr. W. M. Conway, has published, a series of
“ Clambers’ Guides.” Mr. Coolidge has elimbed more mountains
than any other Englishman living, and has made more than
700 expeditions amongst the Alpine mountains above a height
of 10,000ft. Every snummer he takes new ground and goes
carefully over that district, ascending the chain of mauntains
within 1t peak by peak and ﬁass by iass, in order that other
climbers to follow him may have a faithful and full description
to guide them on their journey. England furnishes a much
latger number of mountain climbers than any other nation ;
Austria in this respect coming second. Mr. W. M. Conway,
the great Asiatic mountain climber, recently reached an
altitude of 22,500ft., that is, nearly half as high again as
the summit of Mont Blanc. Mr. Edward Whymper, who
was born in London, April 27th, 1840, has been called®
the prince of mountain climbers. He climbed Chimborazo,
attaining a height of 20,545ft. above the sea on January 3rd, .
1880, apd 20,489ft. on July 3rd, 1880; Cotopaxi, a voleanic
mountain, on February 18th, to a height of 19,600ft. ; Anti-
sana, March 10th, 19,260ft., and Cayambe, ot April 4th,
reaching a height of 19,200ft. He has, moreover, twice explored
Grgenland. In recognition of his distinction” as an leine
climber, the King of Italy bestowed upon him the decoration
of the Otder<of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus, -
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785. Which Euraqpean country raises the largest sums of

money for military and naval purposes ?

M. Edmond Thery, a Prench economist, has published some
voluminous statistics to show the enormous increase in all the
countries of Europe of the amount raised each year for

military and naval purposes.

From his numerous calculations

the following table is taken, contrasting the amount spent on
the army and navy in different countries in 1869-70 with that

spent in 1892-93 :—

Countries. 1869-70. 1892-93.
Russia...... ... .. ceveenen. .. £24,624,000 £44,284,000
’ Great Britain . . 24,220,000 33,296,000
France ... ...... 21,972,000 35,600,000
Yermany . ... .... 13,833,000 32,908,000
Austria-Hungary . 9,111,000 16,856,000
Italy . ... ... .. .. 7,376,000 14,204,000
Spain  ........... 5,112,000 6,812,000
Holland .... 2,020,000 3,012,000
Belgium . ... ey 1,472,000 1,880,000
Switzerland .......cccceecreuenne 192,000 91,468,000

£109,932,000  £190,320°000

There is thus an increase in twenty-three years of £80,388,000.
The increase per cent. has been : In Germany, 137 ; Italy, 92;

Austria, 85 ;
Belgium, 28.

ussia, 79 ; France, 62 ; Great Britain, 37; .n(i

' 786. Whiech English peer can claim the most anecient

nobility ?

The Duke of Norfolk (?enry Fitzalan-Howard), as Earl of
i

Arundel, now his second
the reign of Henry IL

tle, which was created in 1155, in
His full titles are : Duke of Norfolk,

FEarl of Arundel, Surrey, and Norfolk, Baron Fitzalan, Clux,
Oswaldestric and Maltravers ; Earl-Marshal and Hereditary

Marshal of England.

He ranks as premier duke immediately

after the Princes of the Blood Royal, and is also premiersearl.
The ounly other peerage in tlie kingdom dating back to the reign
of Henry II. is that of the Irish baron, Lord Kingsale (John Con-

stantine de Courcy), created a baron in 1181.

The family of

Courcy claims alliance with most of the Royal Houses of Euroile
paternally through ,the Dukes of Lorraine, and maternally

through the ducal house of Normandy.

The earliest Pnglish

%aerage by writ is Baron dc¢ Ros, created £9 Henry IIL, 24th

ecember, 1264.

The Duke of #utherland, yho is Earls of

Sutberland in the Scottish peerage, hglds the most ancient
title in North Britain, the first earl having been created abod
1228, or, according to some Scottish writers, #& far back

as 1057,
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787. What individual in this country ‘has earried on

b businegs under the largest number of different
names ?

A stationer and account-book manufacturer named Walter
Henry Scott, otherwise Dawson, has used at least sixteen
different names in the course of his business. He traded as
“Barnes and Scott” in the stationery business, but in 1891
discontinued this owing to the seizure of the stock by the
landlord for arrears of rent. In 1888 he Std.l ted as a share
dealer under the style of “E. Mills and Co.,” at 39, Moorgate.

Street. bmce then he has carried on stock and share dealing .

business as “ Montague Vaughan,” “ Henry Scott,” “S. \dorley,”
“Charles Hamllton,” « Dawson and Son, o Charles Ma.ple and
Co.,” “ George Gurney and Co.,” “ W. H. Southwell,” “ George
Moote and Co " and * Walter Scott and Co.” At times he has
also used the names of * Charles Morris,”  Wilkinson and Co.,”
etc.; and has done business ag a bookmaker in the name of
“Frederick Nufin.”

788. Are wny British plants luminous ?

Luminous appearances have been observed in several of the
lower classes of plants, such as fungi and the decaying wood in
whigh fungi are developed. The pota.to in a state of decompo-
sition will give out a powerful light, and different species of
agaricus emit flashes of a phos horic nature. The flowers of
the nasturtium, at the end of a hot summer day, give out inter-
mittent light. The same phenomenon has been witnessed in
other flowers, but almost exclusively in those that ars yellow
or orange-coloured. Thus it has been seen in the corolla of
the sunﬂowe1 in the garden wmarigold, monk’s hood, the
ocange lily, the POpPpY, “and the arum. Some of the p]ants
which grow in mines and other subterranean places in Bntam
give off a considerable amount of light.

789. Where was the first woollen manufactory in the
Unitad Kingdom established ?

At Winchester, an ancient city in Hampshire, said to have
been founded B.c. 892, and which during the Saxon period was
made the capital of Lnoland The woollen‘trade of inchester-
dates from the earlicst periods, and there was a flourishing
woollen manufactory there during the period, Britain was
occapied by tke Romans. ‘The Ancient Britons before the

oman invasion were familiar in a rude fashion with the
hand}gatts of spinning and weaving, and it is on record that
Boadicga wore a tunic, checked with a variety of colours, of
Britisk “manufactufe. The Roman factory was doubtless
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the means of improving the weaver's art in this country,
and establishing tllle trade at Winchester on & more efficient
basis. It was not long Before some of the finest and most
costly robes worn in Rome itself, during the most luxurious
period of the Empire, were supplied from British factories.
The woollen industry of the United Kingdom dates its import-
ance from tfie reign” of Edward IIL, who introduced a co ony
‘of workmen from Flanders. In 1780, the total wool used in
this country was 83,000,000lb.,, of which 3,000,000lb. was
imported. In 1892 the figures were : Home clip, 153,380,3211b. ;
.imported, 737,594,0631b., or a total of 890,974,3841b. as against
the 83,000,0001b. in 1780.

790, How many Jewish synagogues are there in this
country ? *

There are eighty-four synagogues (with over a hundred
ministers and readers) to meet, the requirements of the Jews
of the United Kingdom, who number over 92,000 ; those in
London number about 68,000, and the remainder are located
in various towns throughout the kingdom. In addition to the
above there are about 150 minor synagogues, called Bethels or
Chevra synagogues. The Jews support their own poor, and
raise in this country nearly £150,000 annually for religi®us
and benevolent purposes. The most magnificent synagogue in

*this country is that in Great Portland Street, London, W. One
of the most beautiful in Europe is the chief one of Amsterdam ;
and the finest in the world is in Berlin. The city having the
largest tumber is New York, forty-nine, to accommodate
90,000 Jews.

791. Has an animal.ever ascended in & balloon ? .

Horses and ponies have frequently been pressed into
service as balloon passengers. Mr. Green is said to have taken
up a horse with him in May, 1828, and & pony in July, 1850.
Lieutenant (Gale made an ascent with a horse from Bordeaux
in, September, 1850. M. Portevin ascended on a horse in the
vicinity of Paris, and his wife frequently did so, in addition to
ascending in the character of “Europa,” on the back of a bulle
The largest balloon %et made is that of Herr Gauswin, of
Berlin. It is cigar-shaped, 480ft. long, 48ft.*in diameter, gas
capacity 20,000 cubic yards, car angd engine weighs 21} tong,
lifts 8% tons, and is propelled by screws at a speed of ten miles
an hour. At the Paris Exhibition of 18%d therec was a larges
captive balloon, which too{up fifty persons at one time, while
a larger one, to carry one hundred passenggrs, was %projected
for the 1889 Exhibition. . » *
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792. Who was the youngest defendant that ever appeared
ina ceurt of justice ?

The two youngest defendants eve: summoned in a court of
j,%stice came before the Southampton County Bench in August,
1891.. The youngest was a baby two and a half years old, who
could not toddle into the dock. The co-defendant was:a
brother aged five years, and he was so small thit he had to
stand on the dock seat to be seen. The charge against them
was one of damaging peas, but the magistrates refused to hear
the case. In December, 1893, John Barton, aged fourteen, was
at Croydon charged, in conjunction with four other boys, with
stealing half a bushel of maize. The police stated that Barton'
had been six times convicted, twice for larceny, and that he
had been birched. He was convicted for the seventh time,
and sent to the Redhill Reformatory for four years. No fewer
than 500 children under ten years of agc have in twelve
months becen taken into custody in London, charged with being
drunk and incgpable. ¢

793. What is the shortest sentence ever  passed on a
convicted housebreaker ?

One day’s imprisonment, which practically meant nothing
mgre than detention till the rising of the Court. This sentenceo
was passed by Mr. Recorder Hopwood at the Liverpool City
Sessions in July, 1893, on Thomas McGee, aged forty-three,,
vocalist, who had been convicted of breaking into the Empire
club-house and stealing billiard-balls. At the same sessions,
Robert Ward, aged seventeen, shoeblack, was convicted of
breaking into a counting-house and stealing money, and *
sentenced to one day’s imprisonment. Mr. Hopwood has a
strong belief in the efficacy of short sentences. Speaking
recently on this subject, he said that in his experience of eight
years as Recorder of Liverpool, he had never met a case
which he thought deserving of penal servitude. From
February, 1886, to December, 1893, 3,747 prisoners had been
brought before him. If the sentences inflicted had been on
the same scale as those imposed by his predecessor, the terrs
of imprisonment which he inflicted would have been increased
by 2,926 years. He thought that one-third of those now in
%a,ol bught yot to be there at all, and that another third mnight

e set at liberty without any danger to the State.

794, Was any daily news;bap r established ih this country
< with a view to assisting charity ?

The ‘ Morning Advertiser,” which issued its first number
on th&'gth of, Kebruary, 1794 (price 33d.), was so. The first
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number contained an address from the directors of the Friendly
Association (subsequently incorporated by gharter) for the
benefit of publicans and, for the assistance arfd relief of their
decayed brethren and families, stating that they had resolved
to start a newspaper as the most likely means of attaining the
laudable and charitable end for which they were associated.
They further resolved that two-thirds of the profits arising
from the paper should be equally divided annually among the
subscribers, or their assigns, and the remaining third applied
to a fund of charity for the support and assistance oF such
publicans and their families as might fall into decay and be
worthy of relief, such charity fund to be entirely under the
divection of the committce. The newspaper, which was non-
political, proved successful from the first, and on reaching its
centenary nuiber in 1894, it stated that, from the receipts of the
paper alone, a sum of over £400,000 had been expended 1n weekly
allowances and temporary assistance. The Licensed Victuallers’
School, the child of the incgrporated society, has educated,
clothed, and maintained 2,620 children at aif outlay of some-
thing like £260,000, so that the benevolent expepditure may
be taken as close on £700,000, or very nearly three-quarters of
a million sterling. The price of the paper rose to GQd. a copy
during the time of the heavy war taxes, and with their removal
the price was gradually lowered to 5d. in September, #836,
to 4d. in July, 1855, to 3d. in October, 18¢1, and to 1d. in
January, 1891. The first issuc appeared as the ‘Morning
Advertiser, but this title was altered in No. 3 to the
¢ Publicans’ Morning Advertiser,’ the added word being printed
across the top of the pagetill April 23, when it was engrafted
in the centm{ ornamental star in letters which grew smaller
and less apparent with each successive alteration of type, until
finally they disappeared. *

795. Which is the largest public park in the United
Kingdom ? . *

The largest public park in the United Kingdom is Pheenix
*Park, Dublin ; its length being three miles, and its breadth
two miles. The largest public park in Europe is the Prater
Park, in Vienna, wyhich has an area of nearly eighty square
miles. This park is so hbeautifully planted, detorated,
and otherwise laid out, that it is cohsidered the finest
public park in Europe. In propsrtion to population, Dyblin
18 best provided with pyblic parks, 1,753 acres, which
%ives each 175 persons an acre of park®or amusement ; Ed-

urgh comes next, 407 agres, or 410 persons per acre. Norwich
has the least, only seven acres, or 12,175 persons plr acre.

»
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796, Are cabbage-stalks used for fence-rails in"any part
of the British Isles? e

This is the hse in Jersey, where a prolific kind called the
Cesarean or cow-cabbage is grown “for cattle-feeding. This
cabbage attains gigantic proportions for a vegetable, and
the stalks, which frequeutly grow to heights of 12ft. and 16ft,
are used as rails for fences, and as rafters for the thatche
roofs of farm buildings; while shorter ones are made into
umbrella handles and walking-sticks, which are much in
request as curiosities amongst tourists. This sort of cabbage
was introduced by Mr. Fullard, and was asserted by that,
gentleman’s cow-herd to be so prolific that five plants of it per -
day are, with proper management, sufficient for ten oxen or 100
sheep. The largest cabbage farm in the world is to be found
at Chicago, United States, in a district kuown as the cabbage
prairie ; 1ts area is 190 acres, upon which are raised 1,114,000
cabbages annually.

797. Who is the greatest photograph collector in this
eountry?

Princess Beatrice Mary Victoria Feodore, who married
Prince Henry of Battenberg. Over 800 photographs are placed
about her various rooms, whilst she has thousands safely
stored away, for she has been an assidaous collector of photo-
graphs ever since she was a tiny child. The Princess of Wales
has a very large number of photographs, as she uses her camera
more than any other member of the Royal Family, and
frequently sends a hundred negatives at one time to he de-
veloped. The Duke and Duchess of Fife, as also the Duke
and Duchess of Counaught, are enthusiastic amateur photo-
. graphers, and possess several hundred photographs taken with

their own cameras. '
798. Who owns the most expensive violin ?

The highest price ever paid for a violin is £2,000, by
Mr. Re Crawford, of New Park, Trinity, near Edinburgh.
It is known as the “Salubue Stradivari,” and dates 1716.
The cost of the‘hraw materials of a violin, comprising seventy
different parts, has been estimated at about 4s. 6d. It is said
that the City of Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania, which had a
population in 1890 of 238,617, stands on grdund once given in
exchange for a;violir. )
799. 'What is the largest nimber of players any cricket

* eleven Has played a magch against ? -

Fifty-five. This match was played in 1846 &t Shillinglee
Park, the Qea} of the Earl of Wintertor in Sussex, a féw miles

. N P ¥
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from Ha.glemere, and was between the Earl of Winterton’s
eleven and fifty-five labourers on the estate, resulting in a draw,
the match not being played to a finish. Thrge years earlier,
Lord Winterton’s eleven played a match on the same ground
against thirty-seven labourers, and won by five wickets. In
matches between sides of unequal merit, the stronger players
generally number eleven pitted against increasing numbers
ranging front fifteen to twenty-two. “‘When Lord Sheffield’s team
visited Australia in 1892, one of their matches was played
against twenty-three of Nepean and district at Penrith, on the
16th and 17th of February. In Samoa, when cricket was intro-
duced some eleven years ago, the game was taken up with such
enthusiasm that sometimes matches took place with 100
players a-side, and a match often lasted for weeks.

800. Which is the largest University in the world ?

The University of Paris is the largest in the world, and
has an attendance of 9,215 students, Vienna coming next
with 6,220 students. The University of Berlin is attended
by 5,527 students, and has 335 instructors. ® France has 1
University student in every 865 of its populatjon, Spain
1 in every 1,065, Belginm 1 in 1,406, Denmark 1 in 1,600,
Switzerland 1 in 1,700, Germany 1 in 1,802, Sweden 1 in 1,860,
Norway 1 in 1,950, Great Britain 1 in 2,150.

801. Where is the largest day-nursery in the Un#ted
Kingdom ?

In London Road, Plaistow, in the parish of West Ham, in
Essex. “St. Mary’s Day-Nursery, which was opened by the
Duchess, of Westminster, on the 29th of April, 1893, built
to accommodate 150 children and fifteen nurses, is the largest
and one of the most complete buildings of its kind in the
kingdom. Another large créche is that founded by Mrs.
Hilton, in Stepney Causeway. It occupies three ten-roomed
houses. The créche system is of French origin, the first créche
being opened by a Mme. Marbeau, in Paris, more than a
century ago. Her idea was subsequently adopted in Belgium,
where in Brusseis the créches are admfirable institutions. It
tvas after visiting these that Mrs. Hilton, of London, a member
of the Society of Friends, introduced the system into England.
Mrs. Hilton has heen the indirect means of establishing
similar institutions throughout this <country and ine some
parts of the United States. There are nbw seventeen day-
nunseries in London, mentioned,in the London Directgry.
Glasgow has a day-nursery agsociation, which Juring the last
ten years has provided that city with atwumber of these insti-
tutions, proving of immgnse bLenefit to the poorsmothers of
that district and their children. a o .
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802, What quantity of mahogany is imported into this
country every year ?

The quantity of mahogany. aanually imported into
Great DBritain amounts to 50,000 tons, and is worth half
a million sterling. It grows chiefly in Honduras, which is
part of Central America, and in Cuba and other West Indian
Islands. The quantity of mahogany exported from British
Honduras averages 3,000,000 cubic feet a year, and in 1892
amounted to 5,294,133 cubic feet. It costs, when ready for
shipment, from 40dols. to 50dols., which equals from £8 to
£10, for every 1,000 cubic feet. A single mahogany tree in.
Honduras was recently cut into boards, which, when sold in -
the Luropean market, realized over £2,000.

803. What is the longest residence of any pauper inmate
. of a workhouse ?

Ninety-two years, the period during which Eliza Humphries,
who died in 1893 in the Sheppey Union Workhouse, Sheerness,
had been an inmate of this establishment. The deceased was
born in this workhouse, and remained chargeable until her death,
a somewhat weak intellect preventing her from earning her own
livelihood. She was affectionately known as the “mother” of
the house. Krequently she would ask the visiting guardians
wh&her her long residence had not entitled her to a pension.
About 1885 an old woman of the name of Henley was buried at
Gosport, in Hampshire, after living more than ninety years in
the workhouse. Her early history is unknown, but the parochial
records show that in 1801, when the new workhouse was built,
Henley, who was then six years of ‘age, was transferred from
the old building to the present one. The last forty years of
her life were spent in the workhouse infirmary. Some six
years or so previous to her death she fell into a trance, in
which she remained so long that she was regarded as dead, and
was actually placed in her coffin before the mistake was dis-
covered. There are 749 workhouses in England and Wales,
and 480 in Scotland. Liverpool has the largest workhouse in
the world ; it*accornmodates over 5,000 inmates. .

804. Which club in the world has the finest library ?

.

TheAtheneum Club, 107, Pall Mall, Lohdon, established in
February, 1824, hag the finest and most important club library
in the world, which includeg one of the choicest collections of
bodks of reference. All departments of literature are well
represented by rare and valuabld” works, more,.particularly on
history, toppgraphy, and archzology. | This club was originally
called the *tSociety,’ and first met in the Clarence Club ﬂouse,
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its present domicile being opened in 1830. The club’s collection
of English pamphlets, including those brought together by
Gibbon and Sir James Magkintosh, is one of thednost complete
ever made. The club having the most valuable library in the
world is the Carlton. On its shelves are to be found copies of
soge of the rarest books known, duplicates not being found
even in the British Museum Library. The club having the
greatest number of volumes in its library is the Union, of
New York. It has already over 170,000 volumes, and the yearly
additions are said to exceed 5,000.

BS05. Which establishment in this eountry is the largest
employer of women ?

The Post Office, which employs upwards of 27,000 women,
the exact number in the published report for the year
ending March 31st, 1893, being 27,097. f these 21,088 are
serving the Postmaster-(General in England and Wales ; 2,676
in Scotland, and 3,333 in Ireland. The United Kingdom has
more women workers than an} other State iw the world in
proportion to the population. Twelve per cent. of our working
classes are women; 70,000 women are employed in public-
houses ; 616,000 as dressmakers ; 1,258,285 as domestic sgr-
vants ; 4,500 in printing establishments; and nearly 25,000
are employed at glove-making, in Worcester. In Longon

o alone there are 200,000 factory girls.

806. Where is the largest orchard in the world ?

The largest orchard in the world is in Barbara, Cali-
. fornia, d7.S8.A,, and bgongs to Elwood Cooper. It
extends to 1,700 acres, and contains 10,000 olive trees, 3,000
English walnut trees, 4,500 Japanese persimmon trees, 10,000
almond trees, and ahout 4,000 other fruit and nut trees. Thig
orchard is said to bring the owner an incou:c of not less than
£150 per acre. Therc are many fine orchards in Jersey and
Guernsey ; in the former island is an orchard said to coatain
60,000 pear trees.

807. Whiech plant in this ecountry grows most rapidly
from seed to flower ?

No plants in this ,country grow so rapidly as those annuals
of the cruciferous order, two of which may be specially singled
out for the almost marvellous rapidity of their growth from
seed to flower, namely, the comma cress, Lepidium sativum ;
the English name of which is derived by Some botanista
from the Latin verb crescere, to infrease or grow faste:
and the white mustard, Sinapis alba. Theses grow very
quickly and, without forcing, will flowar and sted within

* L] A d
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a week after being planted under favourable condi-
tiohs ; while grown under moderate heatt the cress has been
known to yield a crop for salad purposes in less than forty-
eight hours. “The seeds of this plent will even grow without
soil if placed on flannel saturated with warm water and its
temperature maintained. The most rapidly growing plant in
the werld is the bamboo. It has been known to increase in
growth at the rate of 54in. per diem. The se¢d of a turnig
18 exceedingly small, not larger perhaps than the twentiet
art of an inch in diameter, and yet in the course of a
ew months this seed will grow into 27 millions of times its
original bulk, and this in addition to a considerable bunch of
leaves. Dr. Desaguliers has made some experiments proving
that in an average condition a turnip seed may increase its
own weight fifteen times in a minute. By an actual experi-
ment, made on pzat ground, turnips have been found to
increase by growth 15,990 times the weight of their seeds
each day they stood upon it. The plants which increase in
growth at the slowest rate arq the thin yellow lichens, which
%row on the bire surfaces of stones. One of these was care-
ully watched for forty years by the botanist, Vaucher, without
his observing that it increased to any perceptible extent.

808. Has a jury ever returned a verdiet in rhyme ?

The jurors in a recent New York case retired to consider
their verdict at five o’clock on a Wednesday eveniug, and were,
locked up all night. At ten o'clock on Thursday morning they
filed into court, and the foreman handed an envelope to the
judge. The contents were then given to the clerk of the
court, who, with as much solemiity as the occasion would °
allow, read out a set of verses, two of which may be quoted ‘—

A cruel man invoked the law
¢ To punish him for what he saw :
To court was haled the two-named man,
And went to prison in a van.
" He sues these men for damage great,
And for the ills they did create.
‘Within our hands his case is placed,
“And we, locked up, now feel disgraced.
The tables turned, he treats us ill,
And we are giad that he gets nil.

809. Who gwns the most valuable precious stone ?

The highest price ever given for a pearl is £115,000,
paid to Tavernier by the' Shah of Persia three centuries

. This _ valuable pearl is still in ‘th? possession of
g' Sovereigns of Persia. The largest opal known weighs
700 cagats, find realized £2,000. The'largest emerald is owned
. Y . 1 ar
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by the Kiﬂé of Italy, 6in. long and 3in. thick, and upen it has
been engraved a copy of ¢ The Last Supper,” after Domenichino.
The largest ruby is to be found among the Crown jewels of
Russia ; and as these gerps when of large siz® are ten times
more valuable than diamonds, it may probably be the most
valuably precious stone in the world.

816, In whieh part of the world are all the inhabitants
tattobed ? .

In most parts of the world where tattooing is the custom, it

is confined to either one sex or the other ; but in the Marquesas
and Society Islands, of the South Pacific Ocean, it is practised
y both sexes. In the case of males in the Marquesas
slands, the skin, which is naturally of tawny complexion,
is rendered almost black by punctures over the whole
. body, while the women are punctured only a little. In
the Society Islands the operation is performed u on, all
the inhabitants at about twelve years of age. n - the
other hand, at Samoa, or Navigator's Islands, and at Tonga, or
the Friendly Islands, this prac#ice, for adornment purposes, is
restricted to the men, and in Fiji it is confined to women,
though these are islands of thesame ocean. In Fiji ahd Samoa
the custom is very prevalent, and the birth of each child is
registered by a tattoo mark on the mother’s hand. In the
Sandwich Islands widows have the names of their deparfed
husbands tattooed on their tongues. In Burmah every man is
*tattooed, and unless his skin be unusunally dark, he looks at a
little distance as if he were clothed in a tight-fitting pair of
knee-breeches. In Japan, tattooing was practised to such an

. extent that a law prohibitirg the practice had to be passed.

' 811, Is the right or left arm the longest ?

Some interesting facts are available regarding the com,
. parative length of limbs. In a majont}of cases it has been

found that the right arm and the left leg are the longer.
By actual measurement of fifty skeletods, the right arm.and
left leg were longer in twenty-three cabes, the left arm and
right leg in six, the limbs on the right side longer than those
off the left in four, and in the remainderthe inequality of the
limbs was varied.

812. Where are lawyers imprisoned if they lose a easef

In China, the headmen, in all ranks, civil ahd military, whose
duty it is to secure the punishmest of criminajs in their ge-
spective jurisdictions, are thegselves punished if they fail to
do so. - Mr. J. Thompson, Fellow of ¢ e’RO{al Geographicah
Society, in a work on China, mentions two, by name On and’
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Yen, who, failing to find ceitain robbers, were themselves
sentenced to forty blows with the bamboo each, and threatened
with dismissg] if they did not arrest the robbers in a month’s
time. * This system,” he says, “leafis to endless abuses, tortur-
ing supposed criminals to obtain convictions against them, to
bribery and rascality. To such a degrec is this carried on that
the mandarins, many of them, leave their entire salaries in’the
hands of the treasurers to meet fines for the malpractices of
themselves and their subordinates. A man cannot be convicted
according to Chiness native law unless he confesses himself
guilty, and magistrates thercfore are tempted to extort
confessions by the rack or bamboo in order to save their own
positions.”

813. How much is spent annually in the United Kingdom
in charity ?

At average of ten millions per year is spent in charity
throughout the United Kingdom. In London 150,000, or
about 1 in 18 persons, live upon charity, at a cost of about
11s. 6d. per fiead of its population. France expends on
charities cevery year £5,554,000; Italy, £2,280,000; and the
United States, £10,800,000.

814. What was the biggest bag of game ever secured by
< a shooting party in one day ?

No bigger record has been made than the 2,626 head bagged
in one day by a shooting party at Bromhead. Tt was perhaps
a more wonderful feat in 1753, when a shooting party in
Bohemia. continuing their shootiag for twenty consecutive
days, secured 47,950 head of gawe, or an average of 2,397 per
day. Of this grand total, 19,545 head were partridges, 9,409
pheasants, and 18,273 hares. The rest of the bag was made up
of stags, wild boars, roedeer, foxes, etc. At another shooting

arty in Hungary, in which the Prince of Wales took part, with

ardn Hirsch, after twenty-one successive days of shooting,
30,451 head were secured, or an average of 1,450 per day ; the
highest number on any single day being 2540. In tke
matter of rabbit shooting, the largest number bagged in
one day was 5,011, secured by a party of ten guns in
Septeber, 1891, or an average of 500 rabbits to each member
of the party. Onc August 30th, 1884, Lord Walsingham made
the “record” bag. He was shooting over his Blubberhouse
M8ors, in Yorkshire, starting at 5.15 a.m., and finishing at
730 p.m.  In the lastc half-hour,'walking home, fourteen birds
were brought down, and 1,058 grousg, were killed in all. That
is the®biggest bag made by any one gun.
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815, What becomes of the log=books of the vessels in
the British Navy ?

According to the “Queen’s Regulations add Admiralty
Instructions,” in the Royal Navy, at the end of each calendar
month the navigating officer transmits, through the captain,
to,the commander-in-chief, a complete copy of the log-book,
and at the end of each year he (the navigating officer) delivers
the original log-book to the captain, to be kept by him
until the ship is paid off and then to be sent to the Admiralty
and retained there for many years, eventually finding a last
resting-place at the Record Office. In the mercantile navy
sthe official log-book is issued by the Board of Trade at the
beginning and returned to that department at the end of each
voyage. It contains a record of the crew and their characters,
ship's draught of water, offences committed, desertions, sick-
ness, deaths, medical treatment, collisions, etc., and is thus a
sort of civil or police record of the voyage. During *1893
the Navy Records Society was founded to open up the
sources for our naval history and for the pelucidation of
questions of naval archwologzy, ete. It has over 200 members.

816. What is the greatest length of any programme for
any entertainment in this country?

Travelling menageries, as a rule, furnish the longest pro-
grammes. %n 1881, Lord John Sanger visited Ayr, and had so
many novelties to display that a list of the various sights and
entertainments filled a detailed programme which measured
6ft. 4in. At the Royal Aquarium, Westminster, during the
Easter Molidays of last wgear, there was provided such an
extensive entertainment that the programme closely printed
measured 1}yds. in lensth. Some of the TLondon theatres
derive a large revenue from the advertisements on thejr
programmes. One of our great advertising contractors
estimates that in London alone quite £30,000 a year is cleared
out of programmes of various kinds by managers and those
who farm the advertisements out.

817. Which European ecountry has the largest number of
nobles ?

There are over 509,000 nobles in Russia ; 470,000 in Spaire;
239,000 in Austria ; in France, 360,000 before A.n. 1790 and
the Reign of Terror and the Revolution, of whom 4,120
belonged to the ancienne noblcss® or old noble families. oIn
the beginning of 1894 ther® were onéy 1,554 persons™ with
hereditary titles in the United Kingdom. In Russia tife
nobility enjoy freedom flom the poll-tax, and til® 1871 were

]
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free from the conscription also ; and' the nobles form
in every proyince a separate body, headed by a marshal,
chosen by afid from themselvess But a noble in that
country must enter the army or civil service if he would
attain precedence in society. There are ten grades in the
civil service, and ten grades of commissioned officers «in
the army, and these alone confer social statiding in the
land of the Czar. It is stated that there are whole villages in
Hungary in which every Christian inhabitant is a nobleman.
Wholesale patents of nobility used to be conferred on villages
and small townships in the days when the Kings of Hungary
wanted to stir up their subjects to fight against the Turks.'
Dom Pedro, the late Emperor of Brazil, built and maintained
a lunatic asylum out of the money with which his subjects
urchased from hir titles to life peerages. Nobles are very
plentiful in Ttaly. A year or two ago there were in the penin-
sula 400 princes, 458 dukes, 958 marquises, 1,679 counts, 353
barons, and five viscounts, as wgll as 1,234 persons of patrician
rank, 2,273 with a right to the designation ‘“noble,” 318 dis-
tinctively signori, and 46 hereditary knights.

818. Where are the law courts in which judges and
jurymen smoke cigarettes while a trial is

« being heard ?

InSiam. There the judges,counsel, prisoner, witnesses, police- .
men, and spectators all sit smoking cigarettes and cigars. Tea,
too, 1s handed round occasionally in court. This practice also
prevails in the Jaw courts of Mexico. In that country the
judges and jurymen enjoy their cighrettes while the proceed-
Ings are going on, and scarcely anyone in the court is seen
without a cigarette. Even the prisoners are allowed the solace
of' a smoke.

819. Has a real wedding ever been celebrated on the
. Sstage?

A real wedding was some time ago celebrated on the stage of
the Grand ®pera House, Newark, New Jersey, U.S.A. The
bride was Miss Violet Mascotte, the leading member of the
Violet Mascotte British Burlesque Company. The bridegroom
was Mr. Witfred Chasemore, the manager. - The ceremony took
place during the last act of the performance of “Sindbad ; or,
the Lass that Loved a Sailor.” The euntertainment was tem-
porerily discontinued, and Mr. Chas. A. Pussey, the comedian
of the company, came forward akd announced that the cere-
nfony..was about to take place. The bride, in" her costume of
Sind stggpped from the wingshdra'ped in a cloak. She was
followed and surrcut.ded by the chorus. Then the bridegroom

P
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a.l;))pea.red in a dress suit, with a justice of the peace. The
chorus served as bridesmaids, and the malegsmembers of
the company acted as “Iest men.” Another stage wedding
took place a few years ago at Atlanta, Georgia. The
bridegroom, Hiram Lester, was said to be a centenarian,
whilst the bride, Mary Moseley, was eighty-one. No smaller
building than’ the Opera House was large enough to contain
the crowds that flocked to see the ceremony, for which a char
of 25 cents was made to see the marriage performed on th3
Opera House stage.

820. What is the age of the youngest policeman in the
world ?

Five, that being the age of the youngest person in the world
who wears the police uniform. Louis Claurig is in the New
York City Police, Charles Street Station, and wears a complete
uniform, answers the roll-call, and turns out regularly for night
duty. In Paris there is a corps pf ﬂolice drummers composed
of young lads. Its functions are, when riots are?apprehended,
to supply to each police commissioner and inspector a drummer
or drummers. The beating by any of these young men of
the drum is equivalent to the reading of the Riot Act.
In 1893 it was recorded that at King’s Lynn, the son-of the
chief constable had been made a sergeant.of police wher baraly
Lighteen years of age. In England there are thirteen police
for every 10,000 of the population ; in Scotland ten, and in
Treland twenty-nine. In England the police cost £98 per man,
equivalent to 2s. 7d. per inhabitant ; in Scotland £92 per man,

* equal to Is. 11d. per inhabitant ; while in Ireland the rate is
£115 per man, equivalent to 6s. 8d. per inhabitant. The London
policeman on an average arrests seven persons every year,
while the Paris officiil arrests twenty-nine. For each offender®
the police expenditureis £13 in London and £5 in Paris.

821. Has a fleld ever been ploughed by electricity ? »

" This has been done many times ; the first occasion on record
being in 1879, when a field of six acres at Sermaize, La Marne,
in France, was ploughed by electricity in six hours with a wire
attached to a 12-horse engine, a mile distant. A farmer name
Meiner, at Oissel, in 1881, ploughed one of his large fielgs b
electricity, the motive-power being obtained from a waterfall.
The firm of Siemens and Halske, with one of their
electric ploughs, have been experfmenting on =the estate bf
Biesdorf, the property of A%nold Vony %iemens. Havin

roved the practicability of successfully ploughing the lan
Ey electricity, they have introduced their electr ploughs
into Java, where large tracts of ,laud'lie Jfallow owing
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to the destruction of draught animals by the cattle plague.
Ploughing by electricity has also been introduced in con-
nection withta large estate in Ceqttral Spain. An Australian
inventor has perfected a method of ploughing with dynamite.
The explosive is used in very small quantities, and there is an
apparatus for touching it off. The result is to thoroughly
disintegrate the soil. “

822, Which railway company in this country owns only

one engine ?

The Parliamentary returns relating to railways and théir
rolling stock show that six railway companies in England andl
Wales own only one (lofomotive) engine each. These are the
Easingwold Railway Company; Gorsedd Junction and Port-
madoc Railway Cempany ; Milford Haven Dock and Railway
Company ; St. Austell and Pontewan Railway, Harbour, and
Dock Company ; Saundersfoot Railway and Harbour Com-
pany ; and the Stocksbridge, Railway Company. Fourteen
railway complnies own only two locomotives each, namely,
twelve in England and Wales and two in Ireland. Eight rail-
way companies own only three locomotives each, namely, four
in England and Wales and four in Ireland. Europe can turn
out yearly 6,400 locomotives, distributed as follows: Great
Bgitain, 2,200 ; Germany, 2,000 ; France, 1,000 ; Belgium, 500;

Austria, 400 ; and other countries, 300. . .
823. Has a British earl ever earned his living as a
joekey ?

David Stuart Erskine, the present Earl of Buchan, who was
recently examined before the Newbury Bankruptcy Court,
earned his living as a jockey previous to his succeeding to the
earldom. Farl Buchan attributed his position as baukrupt to
the fact of his having indorsed a bill, for which he received no
consjderation, in favour of the petitioning creditor, a money-
lender, and his being unable to pay the same. The Earl
explained, in the course of his examination, that his secoqd
son, the Hon. Albany Erskine, who was engaged in business,
was in want of money, and he indorsed a bill for him, believing
lis son would have been able to meet. it. The Earl also
admitted that he was receiving an allowance from his eldest
son, Lord Cardréss, to whom, in 1872, he transferred his
Linlithgowshire cstates, Lard Cardross undertaking to pay his
debts, which“had reached £33000. As the Earl had no
ellowance from his father before coming into the title and
estates, he (got his living as a jockcy, and had incurred the
liabilities mentione.
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824. Wlfi%h public singer has sung.the same song the
greatest ‘number of times ?

Three public singers run each other prettydclosely in this
respect, namely, Adelina®Patti, with “ Home, Sweet Home” ;
Henry Russell, with “ Cheer, Boys, Cheer,” and *“There’s a
Good Time Coming” ; and Sims Reeves, with “The Bay of

iscay ” anq “ My Pretty Jane.” Patti has had one long con-
tinuous run of popularity and success in every part of the world
since November, 1856, a period of nearly thirty-nine years,
and no song of hers has been a greater favourite than “ Home,
Sweet Home.” Henry Russell commenced his public career as
a singer as long ago as 1833, anW a successful run for
between thirty and forty years. icer, Boys, Cheer,” was
sung by the Guards as they started for the Crimea, and is the
only air played by the regimental band when a regiment goes
abroad. ~Another popular song of Mr. Rhussell’s was in 1889,
by order of the Admiralty, adopted by the Marines as’their
own special march, the song, *“A Lite on the Ocean Wave.”
Sims Reeves commenced as a public singer in }839, and earned
for himself the position of England’s leading tenor, invariably
charming lovers of music with his rendering of the two songs
named above. Mr. Moore, of Moore and Burgess, in addition
to writing upwards of 100 sougs, has given one special song
every night for over eleven years. .

825. What was the shortest will ever drawn up ?

The shortest will on record is said to be one made by a
man who considered that he only needed three words to
disposes of all his worldly possessions. These words were,
“All to wife,” and such will, properly executed and wit-
nessed, gave no opening to upset it. The will of Sir James
Fitz-James Stcphen, who died in 1894, consisted of these
words: “I leave all my property to my dear wife.” The
late Matthew Arnold’s will runs : “This is my last will. I
give all mny property to my wife.” “The poet should, have
appended the five words, “whom I appoint sole executrix,”
and the omission involved sowe little extra cost to his estate
n taking out letters of administration. The will of
Rabelais, the French humorist, was also a very short one,
and was as follows.: “I have no available property ; I owesa,
reat deal ; the rest I give to the poor.” The will of William

urray, Farl of Mansficld, Lord Chief JuStice of the King’s
Bench from 1756 till 1788, and who died in 1793, in the cighty-
ninth year of his age, was written by his own hand on half
a sheet of note-paper, though it dispdsed of half a illisn
sterling of property. Fv B. White, a well-known newspaper
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man, of Chicago, left the following short will : “I give every-
thing to my wife” ; whilst another short will proved
Waterbury reagds thus: “I give all my property to F. W.
Johnson.” In Brooklyn a will wa¢ proved containing just
eleven words, including the testator’s signature. Another
short will was made by Mr. Borckhardt, of St. Albans, who
perished a few years ago on the Matterhorn. He wrote it in
pencil on a small piece of card, addressed to his sister. It
was as follows: “Tam dying on Matterhorn. I leave all I
possess to you, my dear sister. God bless you.”

826. Where is the largest dynamo in the world ? .

The armatures of the monster dynamos built by the West-
inghouse Company for the World’s Fair weighed about 21 tons
each, and were about 73ft. in diameter. The total weight of the
twelve dynamos was 900 tons, having a maximum capacity of
180,080 {ights, and requiring engines with an aggregate of
about 12,000 horse-power to work them. The dynamos of the
Deptford Central Station, Londgy, arc, however, the largest and
most wonderfulelectrical machines in the world. The armature
ring for each of the 10,000 horse-power dynamos measures 35ft. in
diameter. 1tis made of cast-iron in eleven pieces. The armature
and shaft weigh 225 tons, and the field magnets 350 tons more.
This is exclusive of the massive bed-plate on which the engines
andefield maguets stand. To give a slight idea of the extra-
ordinary size of the engines to be employed for driving, the
measurement from the ground to the top of the high-pressnre
cylinder is 48ft. The over-all dimension of the dynamo is
45ft., and of this 16ft. is below the floor level. St, Lomns,
U.S.A,, boasts the possession of the largest clectric central
station in the world. 1n it seventy-five dynamos may be scen
at work in a single room. It has nineteen boilers, engines of
over 5,000 horse-power, and consumes some 100 tons of coal
per day.

827. Has any peer ever held a ecertificate as master
mariner ?

Thomas Brassey, born at Stafford in 1836, and created Baron
Brassey in the English peerage in 1886, whose voyages over
the world in his yacht, the Sunbeam, arc so well known through
tie popular volumes written and published by his first wife;
was the first yachtsman who obtained a Board of Trade
certificate for competency to navigate as a master mariner.
His knowledgesof the sea lfas been put to the service of his
ecountry, for he is hquorary cotnmander of the Liverpool
bfigade of Royal Naval Artillery Volunteers ; was a Lord of
the Admirglty, 1880-4 ; Secretary to‘the Admiralty, 1884-5;
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was a member of’the Royal Commissions on Unseaworthy
Ships and Colonial Defence ; is a director of the Suez Canal
Company, and a younger »rother of the Trinity House. Lord
Dunraven, owner of the Valkyrie, which was sunk in a
collision with the Satanita, after having unsuccessfully con-
tested for the America Cup, also holds a master mariner’s
certificate. * .

828. Where is the most strangely cut hed"ge in the world ?

Near Steinheim, in Germany, and it can be seen by passengers
from the railway carriages as the trains pass the locality. This
Jemarkable hedge gradually assumes the forms of sportsmen, a
man on horseback, men quarrelling, a general with his laurel
wreath, an clephant, a camel, a llama, a sheep, a deer, goat, etc.
In 1863, at Newton Burgoland, a hamlet of the parish of Swep-
stone, near Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in Leicestershire, had ljved
fifteen years an eccentric man, whose real name was William
Lole, but who styled himself “The Old Hermit of Newton
Burgoland,” whose trees, walks, 8quares, beds, flowers, seats, and
arbours were all symbolically arranged, with an immense col-
lection of emblems and mottoes. In Bedfont Churchyard there
are two large and exceedingly old yew trees, which have been
trimmed to resemble peacocks. 'They bear upon them the
date 1704, and the imtials of the churchwardens who hgld
office when these curious ornaments were first outlined.

*829. Whére was the largest sized newspaper in the
world published ?
The Ngwspaper Museum in Aix-la-Chapelle contains a copy
* of the world’s largest newspaper, viz., the ¢ Illnminated Quad-
ruple Constellation,” published in New York, in the year 1859.
The paper is similar in form to the surface of a billiard-table
and measures 83ft. in height by 6ft. in width. It contains
eight pages, each of thirteen columns, and thesc are each 48in.
long. The paper on which it is printed is extremely durable
and strong, and each ream weighed Jewt. Forty people were
occupied continually for eight weeks in order to bring out the
fiest 1ssue of this remarkable newspaper, which it is proposed
to publish once in 100 years. Another large newspaper
was the number issued by the ‘New York World’ on thes
anniversary of its tenth birthday. It consisted of 100 pages
of the usnal newspaper size, inclosed in a coloured wrapper,
with a design that had been specially executed for the occasiop.
830. How is the intensity of light mgasured ? .
The measurement of the intensity of light_is called

photometry, and the instfhments used hotometerdyfrom the

Greek phos light, and metron measure. , hednethods by which
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the intensity is measured are mostly based upon the fact
that it is easy, to approximately detect by the eye when two
similar surface$ are equally illuminaged. The illumination on
a given area of a scrcen from any light is inversely propor-
tional to the square of the distance between the light and the
screen, and this is the foundation of all photometric calcula-
tions. Rumford’s photometer consists of a screen with a
cylindrical rod placed a short distance away. Each of the two
lights which are to be compared throws a shadow of this rod
on the screen, and the lichts are moved until the two shadows
are equally illuminated. The ratio of the two lights is
obtained by calculating the distances of each from the screen,,
and taking the ratio of the squares; naturally, the brighter
light is the farther away. Bunsen’s photometer consists of a
sereen made of two.parts, the one being more transparent than
the vther. The old form was a paper screen with a grease spot.
The grease spot, however, was found to be rather unsatis-
factory, so, instead of this, a screen consisting partly of one and
partly of two faicknesses of crown glass has been used. Man
other phetometers have been introduced in recent years wit
the special ohject of testing the illuminating power of arc
lamps. It is usual to give the illuminating power of any
source in terms of the standard candle, the standard candle
fised by Act of Parliament being made of spermaceti, weighing
one-sixth of a pound, and burning 120 grains of material per
hour. An Argand gas-burner is, however, generally held as*
the official test-burner for gas.

831. Which missionary still on spervice has been longest in .
the mission field 7

o ¢ Mr. Thomas, at present acting as a missionary at Tinnevelly,
‘_[ndia, has been in the mission field for fifty-eight years, having
commenced his work in the mission field in 1836. The Rev.
Richard Birt, of Feeltown, South Africa, has been a missionary
for fifty-six years. He sailed for Kaffirland on July 8th, 1838.
The Rev. R. Burrows, at present in New Zealand, to which

1 place he was sent by the Church Missionary Socicty in 1829,
}ms heen a missionary fifty-five years. Dr. Muirhead, of the

+ «Jondon Missionary Socicty, has been a missionary in China
for forty-two years. Tle oldest missionary of the Church of
England, not of “European descent, is Madurendiram Savari-
royan, missionary of the Church Missiotary Society at
Nullamalpuram, near Palamcotgah, in Tinnevelly, South India,

¢in the Madras diocese. He wa$ ordained deacon in 1851, and
pridet in $859, but undoubtedly wogked as a lay missionary for
a long while befoge his ordination, ’
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A
832, Wf\y do the telegraph wires apparently rise and
fall as you pass them in the train?

This optical illusion is caused by the fact that the weight of
the wires makes them d® between the supporting posts to a
level considerably lower than their points of support on the

osts. No wire could bear the strain of being stretched quite
evel. Somg slack to allow for this dip is absolutely necessary.
Hence the course of the wires is a succession of curves, with
their convexities downwards; and the eye, when rapidly
passing them transversely, notes that the wires rise towards
the approaching post, and sink as they leave the receding one.
The il'l)usion is that the wires, and not we, appear to he
moving. A similar illusion may be noted in looking at a field
of furrows, if these be at right angles to the railway. In this
case, as by the laws of perspective, all receding parallel lines
converge to a vanishing point; the futrows appear as the
spokes of a huge wheel rapidly revolving, with the variishing
point as its axle.

833. Are there “ earth” ad well as *‘ sea "tides ?

Professor John Milne has recently shown that, earth tides
occur as regularly as sea tides. He states that the tall build-
ings upon the earth’s surface are being, continually moved to
and fro, like the masts of a ship upon an ocean. ln Germany
and Japan, a tide-like movement too great to be producgd by
lunar sttraction has been observed, the ground being gently
tilted every twenty-four hours (more at night than by day),
and buildings slightly inclined like stalks of corn in a steady
breeze, It is suggested than in Japan this movement may be
due to the opening arll shutting of the crumpled strata
forming a range of mountains. Among the other movements
of our panting carth are the micro-seismic or tremor storms,
which are now defined as long, flat waves like those of an
ocean swell, and the bending effect produced in certain districts
by change of atmospheric pressure. There are also waves
from distant earthquakes, which are appreciable to the® senses
for oily a few hundred miles, but which may extend round the
world.

834. When was the summit of Mont Blane first reached
by an Alpine climber? »

Horace Benedict de Sdfassure, Swiss geologist and physicist,
born at Geneva on February 17th, 1740} died January 22nd®
1799, and who was elected Professor of Physics and hilogophy
in the University of Gengva when only twenty-two years of
age, offered in 1760 a prize for the®discovery of a pracsical
route to the summit of Mont Blane, the highesy mountain in

]
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Europe, reaching to 15,781ft. above the lcvel of thé’ﬁvlediter-
ranean. T'his prize was won by Jacques Balmat, a guide,
in 1786, with whose assistance the following year Saussure
reached the suemit of the mountain, the first “traveller”
who did so. The first snow mountain’ to be climbed was the
Titlis, in 1739. Pococke and Windham’s visit to Chamounix
followed in 1741, and with that the modern epoch of Alping
exploration commenced. The Jungfrau was climbed in 1811,
the Finster Aarhorn in 1812, and other peaks followed. 1t
was not till after Albert Smith’s ascent of Mont Blane in 1850
that Alpine climbing became systematic. Mr. Justice Wills’s
ascent of the Wetterhorn, in 1854, was usually regarded as the *
first important “sporting” climb. From that time forward
. the exploration of the Alpsadvanced rapidly. Monte Rosa
was climbed in 1855 ; Mont Blane, without guides and by a
new route, in 1856 ; while in 1857 the Alpine Club was
founded in London, 'and the example thus set was shortly
afterwhrds followed by foreign mountaineers.

835. Who was the first Jew who held a commission in the
British Army ?

This was the gifted but erratic Joshua Montefiore, uncle of
the late Sir Moses Moutefiore. He was by turns notary,
author, explorer, soldier, and journalist. In 1803, George II1.
offered him a knighthood, but he declined it. He was in
charge of the military arrangements connected with .Philip

Jeaver's unfortunate expedition to Bulama, on the West Coast
of Africa, and in 1809, as an officer in the York Light Infantr,
participated in the taking of Martinique and Guadeloupe.

836. Where on the British coast-is the most valuable
fishing ground ? . .

¢ Of sea fish, a greater value of herrings is landed on the
coasts of the United Kingdom than of any other fish ; and
60 per cent. of the herrings taken are landed on the Scotch
coasts. The most valuable herring fishing ground, so far as
this country is concerned, is in the North Sea, off the coasts of
Caithness-shirg, its county town—Wick, at the entrance of
Wick Bay — being the centre of the Scotch herring fishery.
The haddock takes the leading place in point of value in
respect of fish landed on the coasts of England and Wales,
and the, most valuable fishing ground for haddock is
wlso in the North, Sea, off the east and north-east
coasts of England ; Grimsby being the chie! centre of
the cast coast fisheries. In respect to other descriptions
of fish, the most valuable fishing gtounds are — for cod, the
Dogger s,Bank‘e midway between north - east England and
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Jutland ; for mackerel (the leading fish in point of value in
the Irish fisheries), the English and Irish Channels, Kinsale
being the chief fishing port on the coast of the Jrish Channel ;
for pilchards, the west c8ast of Cornwall ; for soles, the south
coast of Devonshire ; and for oysters, the Kentish coast off
Whitstable. The fishing grounds on the east coast of England
equal in value all the other fishing grounds of the United

ingdom put together.

837. Wlaieh newspaper had the first ‘‘ war” correspon-
ent ?

The “Morning Herald, which at one time was one of the
leading London Conservative newspapers. George Borrow,
writing to the ‘ Morning Herald’ in 1839, from Spain, was the
first newspaper war correspondent ; Spain at that time being
invaded by Don Carlos, who claimed te be the legitimate
Sovereign 1n lieu of Queen Isabella, who succeeded Ferdmand
VII. Borrow also acted as agent of the Bible Society in that
country in distributing copieg of the Bible in the Spanish
language. The term “Special War CorresporMent” was first
applied to William Howard Russell, when sent to the Crimea
by the ‘ Times.” His first letter home was written from Malta,
on 6th March, 1854, and on April 8th he reached Gallipoli.
His brilliant letters to the ‘Times’ raised the circulation of
that newspaper from 50,000 to more than 70,000, and vastly
increased its influence.

838. Has an English earl ever married a barmaid ?

The wife of the celebrated Lord Clarendon, the author of the
“ Histofy of the Rebelliod,” was a Welsh pot-gir], who, being
extremely poor in her own country, journeyed to London to
better her fortune, and became servant to a brewer. While
she was in this huinble cupacity, the wife of her master dieu,
and he happening to fix Iis aftections on her, she became his
wife, himself dying soon after, leaving her heir to his property,
which is said to have amounted to between £20,000 and
£30,000. Among those who frequented the tap at the brew-
house was a Mr. Hyde, then a poor barrister, who conceived
the project of forming a matrimonial alliance with her. He
succecded, and soon led the brewer’s widow to the altar. Mr.
Hyde being endowed with great talent, and at the command &
a large fortune, quickly rose in his professioy, becoming head of
the gha.ncery Bench, and was afterwards the celebrated Hyde,
Earl of Clarendon. The eldest dfughter, the c#spring of this
union, won the heart of Jamés, Duke of &Y ork, and was marrigd
to him. Upon the degth of Charles, James mounted the
throne, but a premature death frustrated this eY}viable con -
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summation in the person of his amiable duchess. His
daughters, hogever, were Queen Mary, the wife of William
an %eeu Anne, both grandchildren of the former pot-giri
from Wales, and wearing in succession the crown of England.
Some time ago there were four Marchionesses of Ailesbury
living ; one of them, Maria Marchioness of Ailesbury, a coa-
temporary of George IV., died recently. The fate Marquis
married Miss Dorothy Julia Haseley, better known as Doll
Tester, at one time a barmaid at the Brighton Theatre Royal,
and subsequently a member of the Gaiety chorus. .
839. Who was the first lady to listen to a debate in the,
House of Commons?

Mrs. Canning, wife of the Prime Minister and distinguished
statesman, George ,Canning, and sister to the Duchess of
Portland, was the first lady to listen to a debate in the House
of Commons. This was before the days of ladies’ galleries,
and when those ladies who wished to listen to what was going
on had to do sa under most tryifig, unhealthy, and disagreeable
conditions, They had to stand in the ventilating-chamber in
the roof, 'and by peering through the shutters they were
enabled to see and hear what was going on. In spite of the
drawbacks, Mrs. Canning became a frequent visitor when her
huspand was intending to make an important s;i)eech. For
iwo or three years prior to the destruction of the old House of
Commons, there was considerable competition for this post of
observation. Ladies were given more freedom in the Upper
House, having listened to debates and even taken part in them
as members as early as the reign of Jenry III .

840. Where is the best farm in the world ? -

This is Longbeach Farm, near Ashburton, New Zealand.
The farm was described at_considerable length in the ¢ Agri-
cultural Gazette, by Mr. Harris, a Devonshire landowner, who
spent, some time at the Antipodes. About twenty-five years
ago Mr. John Grigg bought 30,000 acres of bog from the New
Zealand Goternment, and at once commenced draining it. He
sold half of it, but still farms 15,000 acres, the soil of whicls
is extremely fertile. His crops in the 1890 harvest included
4500 acres .of wheat, 2,100 acres of oats, and 280 acres of
barleys Although the yield was not so good as usual, the wheat
crop averaged thirty-seven bushels an acre, The largest
English farm jg Withcall Fagm, South Lincolnshire. It consists
of .the whole parish of Witheall, and seventy acres in an
adjoining parish. Thé farm proper contains land as follows :
ArabRe, 2,0G6 acres ; pasture, 430 ; plantation, G0. There are
thirty-six &ottages,ewith good gardens, on the farm, all of
which‘are occtmie'c} by tl‘\e farm labourers.
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841, Which is the most notable case on record of a boy
adopting the dress and habits of a gjrl ?

This was Omar Kingsle¥, the famous cirens rider, who died
in India some years ago. He was born in New Orleans, of
Creole parents, and at the age of eight was apprenticed to
S°G. Stokes, a well-known circus manager. The boy’s singalar
ﬁi'rl-like beauty suggested to Stokes the idea of transforming

im into a girl, and he accordingly dressed him from head to
foot in feminine attire, and from that time until his twenty-
first birthday he never wore a single article of maw’s apparel.

,Stokes gave him the name of “Ella Zoyara,” and under
that name he soon became one of the most famous and
daring circus - riders ever known. Even after his secret
was discovered he continued to appear professionally as
a woman under his old name of Elra. *Zoyara. He subse-
quently abandoned skirts, and rode as a man under the dame
of Omar Kingsley. Yet his long masquerade had changed his
whole nature from a masculins to a feminine qpe, and he was
as emotional and capricious as any woman. liven after
coming out as a male rider, he would attire himselfein a lady’s
dressing-gown when at home, and devote his leisure to
embroiaery or some other variety of feminine fancy work, in
every branch of which he was an adept. The sister of the
ueen of Servia, although fond of girls, has been blest by?the
birth of %an only son ; but to satisfy her love for the weaker
sex, she has brought him up as a girl in every respect, allowing
his hair to grow down his back, and dressing him in a bodice
and diveded skirts. In Paris there are several women who are
authorized Ly the police to wear full masculine costume.
Among them is a lady artist, a bearded woman, a female house
painter, a dircctress of a printing office, and several others. |

842. What is the greatest number of generations in one
family known to have been living at one time?

Seven. A correspondent, writing to the ¢Standard’ in
January, 1894, mentioned a visit by him in 1849, in the company
of Dr. Feild, Bishop of Newfoundland, who was making a
missionary journcy to an outlying part of his diocese. Ie
says : “I there saw, in a fisherman's tilt, seven gencrations, sll
females. The youngest was a newly-born infant, itssmother
was 12 years of age; its grandmother 26, and =0 upward.
The age of the great-great-creat great-grandmgther was guch
as to render it quite possigle that before she died she night
gee a memher of an eighth gcleration.” In Byfdlt,
Newburyport, Massachasetts, there were, in 1887, the repre-
sentatives of six living generations desgcended ¥rom James
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Kent ; the oldest member being 95 and the age of the yonngest
mother being 15. At Skillington, a village near Grantham,
there were in ¢893 five generations of one family then living,
namely, Thomas Duffin, 96; George Duffin, the son, 72;
George Duffin, the grandson, 47; Joseph Duffin, the great-
grandson, 25 ; and George Dulffin, the great-great-grandson,6
years of age. Near Laurencekirk there resides a family group
of five generations, all alive and in direct descent from mother
to great-great-granddaughter. The mother is 81 years of age,
and the great-great-granddaughter is just over one year old.

843. Are any pleasant perfumes obtained from sub-
stances emitting disagreeable odours?

Animal perfumes, such as civet, ambergris, and musk,
although very agreeable and pleasant in their manufactured
condijtion, are all more or less offensive to the smell in their
crude state. This is especially the case with civet, which is
obtained from the civet, a carnivorous quadruped, a native of
North Africa. (The perfume is tollected in a small pouch and
removed from thence about twice a week. The quantity
yiclded is‘about a dram at each removal. In any quantity,
the odour is overpoweringly disgusting, but, diluted
infinitesimally, its perfume is most agreeable. Musk is
obi?ined chiefly from the musk deer, and is contained in
a fleshy bag about the size of a hen’s egg. The dried
musk in each bag averages about one-third of an ounce, and
is worth a sovereign in the market. The odour of new musk
is so powerful that the dealers are forced to cover their
nostrils with thick cloths while inspecting the bags or “‘pods.”
This extraordinary perfume is said to retain its pungency after

¢ exposure to the air for a hundred years. Ambergris isa morbid
secretion of the sperm whale. It imparts a delicate odour to
perfumes, but its smell is very offensive when in its crude
state. The oil of pine-apples 1s elaborated from sugar and
putrid cheese ; and the loathsome fluid produced during the
manufacture, of whisky, and known as fusel oil, is by one
particular mode of treatment made to yield the fragrant oil of¢
pears, by another process oil of apples, and by other carefully-
devised methods the essential oil of grapes and oil of ecognac.

8«1‘:4. Which artist has the greatest number of studios for
e different deseriptions of work ? .

The Americ#w artist, Mr. Thomas Shiclds-Clarke, at present
regident in Paris, who pursues fivédifferent branches of art in
five different studios. In his studio i the Rue Darean he is
known as a Lﬁndscapt‘a painter only. Precisely at nine o’clock
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every mon’nfng he enters this atelier and paints steadily (in
oils) for twe hours.  When the clock strikes eleven, he hurries
away to another studio in the Rue St. Honoré. Heve he picks
up chisel and hammer, dous the sculptor’s blouse, and pounds
away at a block of marble. Two hours later the blouse and
implements of the worker in marble are laid aside, and the
artist drives in a cab to the Rue Clement Marat, where,
in a third studio, he devotes a couple of hours to water-
colour painting. The rest of the day he divides between por-
trait }iainting and etching in his other studios across the Seine.
Mr. Shields-Clarke is the only artist in the world pursuing his
profession in five different workshops. His first Salon picture
was a Dutch subject in oils, but in 1894 he exhibited at
the Champ de Mars products of his five studios.

845. Has a British titled lady ever driven a passenger
train ? ’

The Marchioness of Tweeddale has had this honour. On
24th January, 1890 —about a month before the opening
ceremony —an experimental tfain was run ozer the Forth
Bridge, in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, conveying,
amongst other celebrities, Sir Matthew William Thompson,
chairman of the Forth Bridge Railway Campany; Lord
Colville of Culross, chairman Great Northern Railway ; the
Marquis of Tweeddale, chairman North British Railway ; $ir
John Fowler and Sir William Baker, engineers of the bridge ;
*Sir Williatn Arrol, the contractor, and Lord Dalrymple. At
the southern approach to the bridge the engineman shut off
steam, and handed over the management of the locomotive
, to this amistocratic driver»(who oecupied a place on the
foot-plate). Her ladyship, grasping the regulator handle,
turned on steam, and keeping her hold of the lever, drove
this interesting train over the entire structnre at an average
sgeed of about twelve miles an hour. What heightcned
the feat was the fact that the rate of progress was not uniform,
but suitably graduated, on purpose and for the benefit of’tho
officials scientifically engaged observing the dilferent move-
ments of the various parts of the bridge. The train
proceeded across cantilevers and girders amd the cheers of
the workmen, and in due course drew up at the northern side,
of the estuary of the Forth. The Forth Bridge was forpally
opened by the Prince of Wales on the 4th,of March in the
same year. Miss Ida Hewitt, daughter of Richard Hewitt, of
West Virginia, U.S., drove the firs? passenger t«fin over the
grounds at the opening of the World’sy Fair at Chicago in,
1893, her costume on that occasion being that of a Spanish
girl of the 14th century.
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846. When was the first trial by jury in England ¢

The earliest recorded mention of a trial by jury in England
is stated by ¢Blackstone to be 1 the reign of Ethelred I.
(866-871), but he admits that the exact date of the establish-
ment of trial by jury in this country is lost in remote
antiquity. This mode of trial was universally established
among all the northern nations, and so interwoven in their
very constitution that the earliest accounts of the one
give also traces of the other. Trial by jury only became
firmly established on present lines in the reign of Henry IL
(1155-1189). Criminal cases were first tried by jury in_the
reign of John. The Constitution of 1791 established trial by
jury in France. Trial by jury began in Russia on August 8th,
1866, and in Spain in 1889. In Scotland, in criminal cases, the
number of the jury is fifteen, and the majority of that number

ive the verdict ; and in civil causes the number of the jury
is twelve, and they must be unanimous, as in England ; but 1t
is provided that, if after three hours’ deliberation in any civil
cause in the €ourt of Session nine of said jury shall agree,
their verdict shall be taken. As in Scotland, juries in Guernsey,
Jersey, and in France decide by a majority. More recently the
proportion of two-thirds has been fixed in France. In Russia,
only Christians are allowed to serve. A Hindu jury consists
ofetive persons only, chosen two by the plaintiff, two by the
defendant, and one by the administrator of justice. | .

847. By what method do sailors at sea determine their
exact position ?

By taking observations to ascerfain the latitude dnd longi- *
tude in which the ship is from day to day. The latitude is
found (each morning and at noon) by observing the altitude of
che sun, or its height above the horizon. At tne Equator the
sun at noon is exactly over the ship, while in the Polar regions
it will be very little above the horizon. Having the altitude
of the sun, the sailor can get the latitude by a short calcula-
tion, in which the chietf element to be considered is the
position of the sun itself with reference to the Equator, axd
allowing for the sun’s declination. At night the latitude is
ascertained on the same principle from the altitude of a fixed
star., The method most usual with navigators is, by means of
a sextant, to observe the meridian altitude of a star, whose
declination or distance from the Equator is kflown ; or of the
sfn, whose ¥eclination af the time may be taken from the
Mautical almanac ; she sum of difference {according to the
diregtion of the declination) of the altitude and declination
gives'thec'meridia‘n altitude of the ‘Equator, which is the co-
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latitude —¢.e., when subtracted from 90deg. leaves the latitude.
To ascertain the longitude at sea, two things are required to
be known: first, the time, exactly to a secong on board the
ship ; and, secondly, th& time at the same instant, and as
accurately, at Greenwich. Great accuracy is indispensable,
bgcause, if one hour of time corresponds to 15deg. of longitude, a
mistake of ope minute will make a ditference of fifteen miles
in the position of the ship.

848. What is the total number of Jews in the world ?

Mr. F. D. Mocatta recently estimated the total number
,of Jews throughout the world as between eight and ten
millions. In Kurope there are 5,400,000 Jews. Qutside
Furope no satisfactory enumeration is possible, but it is
probable that Asia contains 300,000, Africa 350,000, the
Americas 250,000, and Australia 15,000. * There are at least
100,000 Jews in Palestine at the present day. '
849. Were ladies ever appointed members of Parliament
in this eountry? °* ’

Gurdon, in his “ Antiquities of Parliament,” says that ladies
of birth and quality sat in council with the Saxon "Witas. In
Wighfred’s great council at Becconceld, A.p. 694, the abbesses
sat and deliberated ; and five of them signed decrees of that
conncil along with the King, bishops, and nobles. King Edgar’s

» charter fo the Abbey of Crowland, A.p. 961, was with the
consent of the nobles and abbesses, who signed the charter.
In Henry IIL’s and Edward L’s time four abbesses were sum-
moned to Parliament, namely, of Shaftesbury, Berking, St.
Mary of Winchester, and®of Wilton. In the 35th of Edward
II1. were summoned by writ to Parliament, Mary Countess of
Norfolk, Eleanor Countess of Ormonde, Anna Despenser,
Philippa Countess of March, Johanna Fitzwater Agnota
Countess of Pembroke, Mary de St. Paul, Mary de Roos,
Matilda Countess of Oxford, and Catherine Countess of Athol.

850. What do the most expensive opera-glasses éost?

» Opera-glasses, costing from £100 to £800, are frequently
supplied for wedding presents to brides who have made
matches with wealthy suitors. A pair of opera-glasses, studded
with turquoises and pearls, a present by a London baunker %o
the Duchess of York, cost £120. The Pringess of Wales has a
magnificent pair made of platinum and set with sapphires,
turquoises, and splendid rubies, Which cost cwmrly £3,000 in
Vienna. One of the most®ornate of,opera-glasses was one
made to order for Mr. Singer, of sewing machine fame. It
was of solid gold, and 3bove it was a large Tyre%omposed of
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diamonds and sapphires, and valued at £12,000. Another very
costly pair of gpera-glasses was that which was stolen in Paris
from the Empress ﬁugénic. The barrels were composed of
magnificent pearls, with a framework of gold.

851. In what part of the world has a man’s shin-bone
been honoured by a funeral, headstone, and
epitaph ?

This occurrcd in Maine, in the United States, where, in a
quaint little churchyard, there is a handsome headstone with,
the epitaph, “ Gone, but not forgotten.” Years ago a man
went off fishing, but never returned. At some little distance
of time there was cast upon the shore of the lake where he
Jiad fished a shin-bone covercd with a piece of red sock. His
wife vowed she had knitted that sock with her own fingers.
In spite of opposition, the town hearsc was brought out, and
the shin-bone, sock and all, was carefully placed in a tomb.

852. Which pjetures in the National Gallery are most
popular with students for copying ?

The anntal Parliamentary Report of the National Gallery
for the year 1893 stated that the popular pictures by modern
masters which had been most often copied by students during
thosp twelve months were: “The Parson’s Daughter,” by
Romney, nineteen times ; ‘The Chichester Canal,” by
Turner, seventeen ; “ Portrait of Lady Hamilton,” by Romney,
fifteen ; *“ Spanicls,” by Sir E. Landseer, fifteen ; “ Dignity
and Impudence,” by the same artist, twelve ; “ Low Life—
High Life,” by the same, ten; ‘®Angels’ [leads,” ‘by Sir
Joshua Reynolds, nine times. Of paintings by foreign or old
masters, thosc oftenest copied by students were a *“Girl With
ane Apple,” by Greuze, sixteen times; “ Head of a Girl,” by
the same artist, eleven ; and “ His QOwn Dortrait,” by Aundrea
del Sarto, nine times. Nine others, including modern, foreign,
and old masters, were copied eight times each : ten, seven
times cach ; fpurteen, six times ; fourteen, five times ; eleven,
four times ; and five, three times cach. v

853. What is the size of the smallest atom that can be
. seen by the most powerful microscope ?

A cube whose side is the four-thousandth of a millimétre
(the millimétre represeuting the one-thousandth part of a
yard). Such g.cube, according to Professor Clark Maxweli,
contains about two million moleailes of organic matter. By
the ajd of the microscdpe, four million shells have been dis-
coverelt in a@ ounce of chalk, and livikg specimens, only one-
mullionth of*an 1n¢hdin length, in a drop of water. " In 1865

-
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Mr. H. C. Sorby cxhibited his spectrum microscope, by which
the millionth part of a grain of blood was detccted. ~Christian
Gottfried Ehrenberg, the German naturalist and microscopist,
detected among the aninfhlcula in a drop of stagnant water
the one named Monas crepusculus, which is only one twenty-
four-thousandth part of an inch in diameter. Dr. Dallinger,
Pr®sident of the Royal Microscopical Society in 1883, found
in putrefying meat 2,800 millions of minute living creatures,
which would lie in a space equal to one-thousandth of a cubic
inch. Tm 1875, with the highcst micrdscopic facilities then
available, he discovered the flagellum, or whip-like rudder of
JShe minutest of the microbes, which is named Bacterium termo,
the diameter or width of which is 35%505th part of an inch.
Under a very powerful microscope, a vinegar eel appears like a
serpent 100ft. F(?ng; while a pinch of flour can be magnified to
look like a heap of stones. R

854, Where is the biggest wheat field in the world ?

This is in Argentina, and belngs to an Italjan immigrant
named Guazone, whose broad acres are situater in the south
of the province of Ducnos Ayres. His last crop oceupied an

* area of 66,720 acres, which is a trifle in excess of 100 square

-miles. The next largest is the Klk Valley Farm, in the United
States, in the occupation of Nathan G. Larrimore, which is
10,000 acres in area. In this vast field over a square wile Per

eday is cuty while cighty men arc required to shock the grain.
Canada boasts of a 4,000-acre wheat field. Itis situated at the
Bell Farm, in the Canadian North-West.

. 855. Who is in possessiomof the most valuable painter’s
palette ?

The National Gallery, which owns the palettc used by
Turner, the famousartist. 1mmense sums of money have beeit
offered for this by rich Americans, but the interesting rclic
cannot be bought. Sir David Wilkie’s favourite paletto has
beon presented to the Royal Scottish Academy, and is notv in
the Gallery at Edinburgh. The most noted collector of
palcttes is M. Buguet, of Paris, who amongst his treasures has
palettes used at onc timc or other by almost all the celebrated
painters of all nations of the latter part of this century. o

856. On which dissenting church in this eountry ha$ the
most money been spent ?

Paisley now rejoices in having the‘most costly Nénconformist
church in Europe. This strucfure is a Baptist chapel, with ae
mand organ and a choir of fifty voices. It has a tQwer 220ft.
above the street level, a marble pulpit, a parble Baptistery,
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carved oak stalls, and claborately-carved panels of ' alabaster.
The cost was over £100,000, and there are 800 sittings. The
new church is,a memorial of one of its former members, Mr.
Thomas Coat$, of Paisley, erected by the surviving members
of his family. The total amount spent in the erection of the
Metropolitan Tabernacle was £31,332, and large sums have
since been spent upon it during the thirty and odd yearseof
its existence. It is upwards of 140ft. long, 80ft. broad, and
60ft. high, and can seat 6,000 people without crowding. Christ
Church, in Westminster Bridge Road, London, cost, with the
adjoining school, about £60,000. The Lincoln tower at this
church cost £7,000. Union Chapel, Islington, seats 2,000

ersons, and cost about £60,000. The dissenting chapel which

as cost the least is at Watchet, Somerset. It merely consists
o{"fa1 élisumntled third-class carriage placed in the centre of
a field.

857. What is the most eurious material with which a
mattress has been stuffed ?

Beards and anoustaches. Ome so stuffed was presented to
Prince Louis, subsequently King of Bavaria. At the time of
the Princé’s birth, his father, who was then only Prince des
Deux Ponts, commanded the Alsace Regiment in the service
of France, which was in the garrison at Strasburg. A few
daps after the birth he was astonished to see that all his
Grrenadiers had cut off their beards and moustaches. On
inquiring why they had done so, one of the meu stepped’
forward and said they had determined to beg his accept-
ance of a velvet mattress for the newly-born Prince, and
that they had stuffed it with thair beards and moustaches,
cut off for the purpose. An American lady utilized her old
love-letters in re-stufting her mattress, while another fair
Amecrican used her collection of these precious documents for
papering her bedroom. Probably the most unique interior
for a mattress was a huge musical-box. This belonged to an
Indian Prince, who had a bedstcad made for him at a cost of
£5,000. The musical-box is capable of playing twelve
different airs. Tt begins to play the moment the least pressuro
hias been put on the mattress, and can be stopped by pressing a
‘buLton. .
858. .In which country has a lodge of women Freemasons

been founded ? .

JIn Francg, where the forst lodge of women Freemasons—
“Ta Candeur”—was formed apd opened in Paris in 1785, a
\luhkess being the Grand Mistress. Originaliy, the exclusion
of wommzulnes not appear to havecormed any necessary part
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of the rules of the order, as in the * Constitutions of Masonrie,
in the archives of the lodge at York, occurs, the following
(translated from the Latjn): “Then one of thedelders takeing
the Booke, and that hee or shee that is to be made Mason
shall lay their hands thereon and the charge shall be given.”
It was only after the institution of the Grand Lodges (England,
1717, Seotland, 1736, Treland, 1721-30) that the ceremonies
were changed and women excluded from the order iu this
country. The exclusion has never extended to Spain, where
womnen were and are admitted into the lodges on equal terms
with the men, and take the same share of the work of the
sorder as their male brethren. Women lodges of Freemasons,
thongh not recognised by the governing authorities of the order,
still exist in DParis, and in 1894 the sisters of the *‘ Droit
Humaine” lodge in that city made a demonstration at the
funeral of the *“ (Girand Vénérable” of their lodge, and placed
wreaths upon her grave with an inscription. The usually
accepted statement of there only having been one lady Free-
mason on record (the Hon. Mrs. Aldworth, daughter of the
Right Hou. Avthur St. Leger) is entirely erroncous, even as
applicable to this country, for there have been at lefist two or
three in Great Britain, and scveral on the Continent ; while
Murs. Salome Anderson, in the United States, attained a high
position in the order, and was elected a member of the Bgard
of Trustees of the Masonic Temple.

LJ
859. What is the greatest distance between any two

siiceeeding stations on a British railway ?

Fourtgen and three-qugrter miles, which, according to

“ Bradshaw,” is the distance between Athy and Kildare, two
succeeding stations on the Great Southern and Western Rail-
way in Ireland. There is a distance of fourteen miles betwee,
Athlone and Ballinasloe, two succeeding stations on the Midland
(reat Western Railway Company’s main line between Dublin
and Galway. The greatest distance between two succegding
railway stations in Great Britain is fourteen and a quarter
miles, between Altnabreac and Scotscalder, on the Highland
Railway.

860. Has there ever been a shower of spiders’ webs ?

In his “ Natural History of Selborne,” the Rev. Gilber't
White describes a shower of spiders’ webs that occurred on the
morning of September 21st, 1741 : “ About nine, an appearance
very unusual began to demand our attention, a sfiower of c8b-
webs falling from very elevattd regionspand continuing withy
out any interruption till the close of the day. These webs are
not single filmy threads, floating in the air i all directions, but
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perfect tlakes or rags, some near an inch broad and’ five or six
inches long, which fell with a degree of velocity that showed
they were congiderably heavier than the atmosphere. On every
side, as the oBserver turned his eyeg, he might behold a con-
tinual succession of fresh flakes falling into his sight, and
twinkling like stars as they turned their sides towards the sun.”
Showers of spiders’ webis have also been reported from Vallici,
Calaveras (‘ounty, California, on November 16th,s1892, as well
as from (Gainesville, FFlorida, on September 20th, 1893.

861. What city in the world has the greatest number of
public baths? :

The City of Tokio, Japan, has 800 public baths, where some .
300,000 persons bathe daily, at a cost of about one halfpenny,
while almost every house in that city has its private bath-
room. The baths are taken generally at a temperature of 110
degrees Fahr. The Arabians, like their kinsmen, the Jews,
completely adopted bathing into their manners and customs ;
and Mahomet enforced it by connecting it with religion.
Islam enjoins qn its believers atareful preservation of corporal
purity, and for this purpose prescribed repeated ablutions. Of
Iinropean titics, St. Petersburg is famous for its vast vapour
baths, to which Russians flock by thousands on Saturday
evenings, carrying their own towels with them. The finest
public bath is in Vienna; it can accommodate 1,500 persons,
and has a Dasin 578ft. long by 156ft. wide, varying to 12ft.
deep. Notwithstanding its enormous size, the water i§ changsd
thrice daily.

862. Which ecomposer wrote the iargest number of
operas ? ®

Nicolo Piceini, who was born in the Neapolitan dominions
at Bari, in 1728, produced 134 operas, besides a vast number
of masses, cantatas, and detached pieces. His comic opera,
“La Buona Figlinola,” founded on Richardson’s ““ Pamela,” is
considered Dliccini’'s masterpiece, and is especially admirable
for ‘the originality, beauty, and appropriateness of its
nirs, as well as for the judicious manner in which the
accompaniments are written. Alessandro Scarlatti, born
at Trapani, in Sicily, in 1659, and died at Rome on
Qctober 24th, 1725, produced 117 operas, besides 200
masses, 3,000 cantatas, various madrigals, and other chamber
music. He was the founder of the Neapolitan Scliool of
Music, in whjch were traingd most of the great musicians of
thé last centdry, and his infllucngé canbe traced in the works
of almost every compuser who has flourished singe. Keyser,
founder of the National German Sghool in Hamburg, wrate
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1694-1734) over 100 operas. Gaetano Donizetti, born in
Lombardy, 1797, wrote sixty-four operas. Amongst them are
“ Anna Bolena,” written in 1830, “ La Fille Regiment”
(1840), “Lucrezia Borgia® and * La Favorita.” 1In 1835 he
composed the well-known opera, “ Lucia di i.ammermoor,”
occupying ahout six weeks in the work.

863. Which, English author’s works have the most
eceentrie index ?

Those of Shakespeare, of whose plays there was published
in 1805 a most eccentric index by Mr. Francis Twiss. This
two-volume index, a colossal monument of indefatigability
sand perseverance, was adapted to all the editions, and compre-
hended every substantive, adjective, verb, participle, and
adverb used by Shakespeare, with a distinet reference to
every individual passage in which each word occurs. After
Mr. Twiss had made progress with his work, including all
the then published editions, a new edition of Shake-
speare’s works, in fifteen volumes, appeared, and this he
also comprised in his referencés, wishing, as h» said, to profit
by the last labours of so acute a critic as George, Steevens.
The index to the edition of Shakespeare’s dramatic works, by
Samuel Ayscough, assistant librarian to the British Museum
(1790), oocupied 700 pages. A work on the “Origin of the
Human Reason,” by St. George Mivart, has been subjegs to
some very absurd indexing. Mr. Mivart refers on page 136
of his book to some articulate ntterances of a certain parrot
which sounded remarkably like replies to questions. This
anecdote the indexer refers to twice under the letter A, and
afterwaitls under twelve @ther letters, with most ingenious
variations.

864. What is the .most remarkable rise in value of a
picture ever known ?

A jump from 5s. to £2,000, or 8000 times beyond the
original cost, is recorded of a picture recently purchased at
Torquay by a dealer. Tt is supposed to be the work of the
-eminent old master Guido, or one of the school of Bologna,
subject “Goodetta.” It appears to have had a singular career.
Originally stolen from Rome by some of the French army, it
was taken to one of the Irench villages, where it remaineft
in a merchant’s office. A Captain Stublz obtained it and
brought it to Torquay, and after his decath his daughter
disposed of it for 5s., the purdhaser in retwrn realizing
£2,000. The “ Angelus,” paimted by the late Jean Frangois
Millet, in 1859, was sold by the artist for £72; although
some authorities put th® sum at less than a five-gound note.
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Its value, however, rose from its original price of £72 to
£93,266 at the Secretan sale at Paris, in 1889, when it was
purchased bycan American Art Association, and they, after
realizing £20,000 by its exhibition, sold it to the French
nation at an advance of several thousands of pounds on the
enormous price they had given for it. The first purchasgr,
M. Feydeau, sold it in 1870 for £120 to M. Blanc, of the
Monaco tables. He passed it on to Mr. Arthur Stevens,
who took it to Belgium, and sold it to M. Van Praet for
£200. It then passed through the hands of M. Gravet
and M. Papelen, and at length found its way into the

llery of M. Durand Ruel, the picture dealer, who sold.
1t for £5200 to M. Wilson. On the sale of his pictures
in March, 1881, the ‘“Angelus” was put up at an upset

rice of £5,200, and sold to M. Secretan, the future Copper

ing, for £6,400. One of the pictures of the Mildmay
Collection, purchased in 1893 for the National Gallery, “ A
View on the Shore of Scheveningen,” by Jacob Ruysdael, was
sold in 1872, ay one of a pair,efor £68, and in 1893 realized
£3,045. The well-known ¢ Duchess of Devonshire,” by
Gainsborough, was picked up in a furniture shop in Sloane
Street for £60, and ultimately fetched 10,100 guineas under
the hammer. In 1878, six of Turner’s pictures were put up
for auction, and realized over 5,000 guineas each, yet Turner
onlil got £200 each for them.

865. In what country is there a town which ‘pays no
rates ?

Bavaria, in which the town of Klingenberg-on-the-Main
occupies that enviable position. The town makes so much
moncy out of its argil-pits that not only are no rates exacted
at all, but every inhabitant receives a yearly sum out of the
strplus town funds. In fact, the authorities are not only rich
but generous,and on New Year’s Day, 1894, they sent an official
rift of fifteen shillings to a young Klingenberger who is serving
is time with the army in a distant part of Germany. The
County Council of the North Riding of Yorkshire decided in
1893 that they would not levy any rates during the next twelve
months, the balance at their bankers being so large that
%ey requiréd no more money for a year. Chamaret, a small

rench township of about 600 inhabitants, received in 1892 u
legacy which will for ever relieve it of taxatiqn. The will of
an old miser bequeathed them his whole hoarded wealth,
606,000 franc® equal to about £25,000, which. will bring in a
)gian, ty revenne of about :£1,000, Sufficient, it is said, to defray
all .pyochial expenses, and leave a gurplus of abont £400 to
be expended as thg municipality may determine. The ouly
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conditions to the bequest are that a stone tower, 90ft. high,
with a clock and a huge bell, shall be erected in memory of the
testator. Taxation seems to be least in Chipa, the average
there being only 3s. p&r inhabitant; the other extreme is
France, with 74s. per inhabitant.

§66. Which country first used post-cards ? .

Austria, M1 which country the post-card system was adopted
in October, 1869, and proved very popular, eight million cards
being sold in the first year. Most of the other European
countries rapidly followed suit, Germany introducing them in
June, 1870 ; Switzerland and the United Kingdom in October,
1870 ; Sweden and Denmark in April, 1871 ; Belgium in July,
1871 ; Norway and Russia in January, 1872 ; while Greece,
Italy, Portugal, and Spain also adopted the system in the
course of the seventies. In this country a million and a half
cards were sold the first week, and the issue has steadily
increased ycar by year, having rvisen from sixty millions in
1873 to 128,554,800 1n 1883, agd to 244,400,000 in 1893. Reply
post-cards were first issued on October 2nd, 1382.

867. In what ecountry do means exist of getting books
and pamphlets printed at the public expense ?

In the United States this can be accomplished through the
medium of the ‘ Congressional Record,’ which is eqnivalgnt in
many rgspects to * Hansard’ in this country, but with a much
wider circulation. A member of Congress prepares a long
speech, which he is never called on actually to deliver, and
incorpprates into it passages from any book which supports
his views. The speech ®%is then printed in the °Record’ at
public expense. In this way Mr. Henry George’s “ IF'ree Trade
and Protection” was printed entire in the ¢Congressional
Record’ as being part of a long speech by Mr. Johnsonq of
Ohio, and was used as a “ campaign document.” More recently
the Republicans had their innings by filling the pages of the
*Congressional Record’ with quotations from Mr. Gcorge
(Gunton’s “ Social Economics.”

868. Which town or city in this eountry, in proportion
to its population, has the greatest number of
public-houses ? .

The town of Drimoleague, in the south-\yest of County Cork,_ .
with a population of 295,?13.5 thirteen public-houses, or more than
one to every twenty-three of it® population. Killarney, gvith
an adult population of 3,136, has sevgnty-ninc public-houses,
or over one for every forty adult inhabitants. The town of Nr-
berth, in Pembrokeshie, a maritinie county of gouth Wales,

.. ,
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has twenty-one public-houses per thousand of its population.
Blandford, in Porsetshire, with 167 per 1,000, has more in
proportion to it$ population than any pther town in lngland ;
while Irvine, a seaport in Ayrshire, with 146 per 1,000, has a
larger number of public-houses in proportion to population
than any other town or city in Scotland. In mere point aof
numbers, London with its 1mmense population heads the list
with over 14,000 public-houses ; whilst Manchester, so far
as England and Wales is concerned, leads with 1,728 ; and in
Scotland, Glasgow heads the list with 1,722 licensed houses..
Amongst European countries, Belgium appears to have the
largest proportion—140,000, or 1 for every 44 of the whole ¢
population ; France has 1 for every 100; the United King-
dom, 1 for every 145 ; Holland, 1 for every 147 ; and Germany,
1 for every 205. ]

869. Which living actress has most frequently performed
before the Queen ?

Mme. Albani, (Mrs. Ernest @yc), the cclebrated operatic
prima donna, whose fame is as great on the oratorio platform
as on the lyric stage. Born at Montreal, in Canada, she made
her first appearance i London at the Covent (iarden Opera
House in 1872, and has since scored tiiumphs in all the cities of
Eurgpe and the United States, and before cvery one of the
reiginng monarchs of the world. Desides her residence in
Kensington, she has a house in Scotland, not very far from
Balmoral, namely, Mar Lodge, at Braemar. Once every year
Her Majesty visits this celebrated actress at Old Mar Lodge,
and takes tea there, and many are the * private appeatances”
at Balmoral. Mme. Albani has portraits with autographs,
and valuable gifts from the Queen, the Princess of Wales, and
every Royal personage in Europe, with few, if any, exceptions.
The late Emperor William of é)erma.ny gave her a gold medal
and appointed her Court singer.

870. Was a bridge ever made of coffins ?

A bridge of coffins was made by the British troops, during
the China War of 1860, on their march to Pekin. A few days*
after the taking of the Taku ports, the onward march of the
British soldiers was intercepted by a river which, through
recent erains, had beeome quitec unfordable for artillery
and infantry. They had no pontoons, and, therefore, some
means had tQ be improvised for getting across. Several
villiges were situated a little distance off; and a careful
huent. secured a number of unused coffins. These were
hauled- down fo the river and, wth the assistance of
«a few comfaissaring casks, made most excellent pontoons,
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the coffin-lids forming the roadway. Thus, over a bridge
of coffins passed a considerable number of the troops to
which Pekin, the capitgl of China, on the 17th of Qctober,
1860, surrendered. A Cbinese coffin is a solid, well-made,
close-jointed chest. The seams or joints arc made air and
yater-proof by a resinons kind of cement, melted and rn well
‘nto the eracks. Thosc whe can afford it provide a coffin long
Lefore it is wanted, and take the utmost care of it, and this
Labit proved of great service to the British forces on the
occasion referred to.

871. What plant is supposed to shriek or groan when it
is pulled out of the ground ?

Ancient superstition gives such a character to the “man-
drake.” It was belicved that a persen who pulled up a
mandrake would instantaneously fall dead ; that the root
shricked or groancd when separated from the carth, and that
whoever heard that shrick died soon after or hecame mad.
If the root could be dislodge® without the destroyer hearing
its groans, it became the good genius of the possgssor. Itis
a narcotic plant, grown in the Mediterrancan and East, more
generally found in Greece. Its qualities were well known to
the ancients, their expression, “ He has caten mandrake,”
signifying a person suflering from sleeplessness or indedence
from its effects. From its form of growth the root, whea
dug up; bears a rude resemblance to the human figure. The
ancient (ermans dressed and tended their mandrake roots
like dolls, and kept them enshrined in caskets, using them as
charm® and spells agains® misfortune. Shakespeare refers to
the “ mandrake’s shriek” in “ Juliet’s Soliloquy,” while another
allusion to the “ mgndrake’s groan ” is made in “ Henry VI.’.’

872. Who introduced the cigarette into England ?

Several claims have been made for this distinction, The
friends of Carlo Pellegrini, the famous caricaturist, declare
that he was the first cigarette smoker in this country, while

e others strongly urge the claims of the late Laurence Oliphant.
Cigarette smoking in this country dates back to about 1844.
The great impetus to their increased usc was cansed by #he
Crimean War of 1854-56, when numbers of our military and
naval officers adopted this method of smoking from the®
inhabitants of Turkey, Malta, levant, and gther parts of
Europe. The first person known to smoke cigarettes publicly
in the strects was the lale Laurense Oliphant, who bad
resided for many years jn Russia, Turkey, and Aystria, where
the habit prevailed. He commonly uscd ghem in 844, .



408 . A THOUSAND Aréswm’.s

873. Are there any birds that never build nests'?(

The cuckoo, though making use of a nest for its eges, never
itself builds ong, but invariably deposits its egg in the nest of
some other bird. The goat-suckers afid stonc-curlews build no
nest, but merely lay their eggs on the ground, moving them
when necessary from place to place. The samne plan of doing
without any nest and laying the eggs on the groung or rocks fs
practised by many of the aquatic birds, such as the terns, or
sea-swallows, the common skua, many of the puffins, the
black-throated diver, and the guillemot. The starling will
occasionally deposit an egg on the lawn, from which she will’
remove it to her nest, but, if interrupted, will frequently leave
it and forget all about it. A number of birds deposit their
eggs in holes in trees or in the ground, sometimes providing a
lining of moss or other soft substance, and sometimes not.

874. ‘In whiech eountry are horses blessed in the parish
church before they run a race ?

Twice each gunmer, in July and August, the horsc-race, or
“Palio,” and medieval procession take place in the plaza at
Siena. Tl “Palio” (so called from the banuer given as prize)
has been run anuually since 1650, and is really a contest
between the dillerent districts of the town, each of which is
represented at the racc by nine or ten men in medieval
costlime and a horse. Kach horse entered for the race must
first receive a benediction at the parish church of its district a
few hours before it runs.  This unique service is attended by
great crowds of people, who witness the horse being led up to
the altar and there solemnly blessedéby the priest. The horses
entered for the race are ridden without saddle and stirrup,
while each jockey is provided with a heavy whip made of ox
sivew, with which he is allowed to strike any rival horseman
who is out-distancing him in the race.

875. Have midnight funerals ever taken place in West-
mingter Abbey ?

Several midnight funerals took place in the Abbey in olden
times. Queen Anne was buried by torchlight in Henry VIL’s'
Chapel with great solemnity on Tuesday, August 24th, 1714.
The remains of Joseph Addison were interred in Westminster
Abbey* at midnight on the 26th of June, 1719. Macaulay,
in describing the® funeral, said that Bishdp Atterbury,
ong of those Tories whe had loved and honoured the
most. accomplished of Whigs, wet the coach, and led the
pfocession by torchlight, round the shrine of St. Edward
and the graes of the Plantagenets, %o the Chapel of Henry
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VIL. Here the coffin wis lowered into a vault beside that of
his patron, Montague Larl of Halifax. A number of the
Westminster boys held tapers, and by their Fght the bishop
impressively read the Clfurch burial service,. Two years later
Matthew Prior, the poet, was buried at midnight in the Poets’
Qorner in the Abbey. Tater still the Foet QGay found on a
midnight in,December his last resting-place in the same part
of tho Abbey. Midnight funcrals have also taken place in’
Peterborough and Lichfield Cathedrals. The most recent
instance was that, in 1891, of Colonel Richard Dyott, who for .
fiftcen years had represented Lichfield in Parliament.

876. What is the simplest way to tell iron from steel ?

The simplest way to tell iron from steel is to pour on the
metal a drop of nitric acid, and allow it to act for oue minute.
On rinsing with water a greyish-white st2in will be seen if the
metal is iron ; a Dlack one, if it is steel. The recasén the
mctal goes black is owing to the fact that the pure charcoal
(carbon) in it is set free by thgaction of the acid, and, therefore,
changes its colour. Ditferent kinds of sted have different
quantities of carbon in their composition, the mildest steel
from 015 to 04 per cent., and the hardest from 12 to 16
per cent.

877. What is the highest money value of any i)rize'ever
Jun for on a British racecourse ?

Twelve thonsand pounds, the valne of the Lancashire Plate,
run for in 1889, and won by the Duke of Portland’s Donovan.
The Sgndown Park Eclipse Stakes, founded in 1886, was in
1889 worth £11,160, and was won in that year by the Duke of
Portland’s Ayrshire. The Prince of Wales's Stakes at Leicester ,
in 1889 — £11,000--—-was won by the Duke of Portland’s
Donovan. The Grand Prix de Paris Stakes in 1893 amounted
to £10,677, being won by the French horse Ragotsky. The
hichest amount ever won by a horse during one year was
£61,181, won by Stockwell in 1866. Mr. H. McCalniont in
1893 won £25,431 by his horse Isinglass. In 1889 the Duke of

* Portland won by all his horses £73,858.

878. Who spent thousands of pounds to avoid payment of
twopence ? , !
Richard Grosvenor, second Marquis of ,Westminster, whoses
son was created the first I)uke. of Westminster, and whose
annual rent-roll is over three-quarters of a milffon. Like many
other rich men of the period, the Mawjuis was noted for ghe
prevailing shabbiness of his attire and his objection to_trifling
expenditure.  Ho was especially distressgd at befyg obhged ta,
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ay 2d. every time he rode through a toll-gate outside one of the
odges of Eator Hall, his splendid country mansion. To put
an end to this &nnoyance, he spent several thousands of pounds
in building stables beyond the toll-gate, in order that he might
mount his horse and jtake his ride without payment of the
impost. In 1845 an action was brought by a Scottish farmer
against the Customs authorities for a wrongful levy of a penny.
He gaincd the day after a trial which lasted two whole days,
and during which a good deal of expert evidence was given.
With his penny he recovercd £150 costs, but probably he would
have about as much more to pay beforc he was clear of his.
own lawyers. The Customs authoritics, in addition to the
£150 allowed the farmer, would have to pay the whole of their
own costs.

879. Who was the ‘first * lady ” electrical engineer ?

Miss Millicent Fawcett, who in her University career
distinguished herself by taking a place above the senior
wrangler in 1899, subset}ucntly adopted the profession of an
electrical e¢ngineer. Miss Mary Bryant, a distinguished
studens of the London University and the Durham College of
Science, has also attamed distinction in the same vocation.
Chicago, in 1890, possessed a lady cngineer who had success-
fully.passed the ordeal of a rigid cxamination. She was not let
off casily because she was a woman, but, in fact, her gxamina-
tion was more severe than usual. She walked into the Board of
Examiners’ room in the City Hall, presented her application,
deposited the official fee of two dollars, and then made her
way into the line of applicants to a®ait her turn. When the
examination was finished, the examiners wrote at the end of
the paper “accepted,” and Miss Annie de Barr is now a fully-
fi&lged engincer. Iidison, the great inventor, prefers women
machinists for the delicate details of his electrical machines.
He says that they posscss a finer sense about machinery in one
minufe than most men attain during their whole lives. He
proves his faith in his own statement by employing 200 of the
female sex invhis works. ¢
880. In which law case appeared the greatest number

e of witnesses ?

In a‘awsnit which commenced on the 15th of September,
1768, and concluded at the beginning of 1890, after lasting
abont 121 years. Bishop Bemetra, of Nentrap in Northesn
Hungary, died, leaving his immense estates to his family.
OWwing. however, to the Turkish invasion of Hungary at
that tigne, tge Bishop’s relatives were®unable to take possecs-

“sien of the propefty. ‘Aiter the invasion it was found

*e



-

TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS. ) 411

that thce number of persons who werc claiming a share in the
property was upwards of 1,000. Being unable to agree, they
went to law, one generatypon fighting the other, till the number
of claimants in the case increased to more than 2,000 before
a decision was arrived at. Out of a quarter of a million only
£2,000 was left, giving the successful heirs only a sovereign
each. In the case of the ‘Times’ against Mr. Parnell and
sixty-five other members of Parliament, the judges sat for
129 days, finishing on the 22nd of November, 1889, after
having examined 493 witnesses. In the case of the trial in
1872 of the Claimant, Roger Charles Tichborne, for perjury,
which lasted 188 days (the longest trial on rvecord in this
country), 385 witnesses were examined, and the prisoner being
convicted, was sentenced to fourteen years’ penal servitude.

881. Has the working of a man’s heart ‘ever been visible ?

It is quite possible to make the working of a man’s heart
visible. M. Marey, the well -known investigator of animal
movements by instantaneous %photocraphs, canbined in the
zoetrope, has succeeded in showing to the eye the bgating of a
turtle’s heart.  All the phases of the movement can be readily
followed and properly cxamined by this new method. A man
is now living in New York whose present occupation is that
of exhibiting his beating heart to members of the megical
profession. Some time ago he underwent Eastlander’s opera-
tion for an abscess in the pleural cavity, the result being to
save his life, but to leave him with a cavity as big as a man’s
fist in*the left side of his chest, through which the pulsations
of the Heart are plainly visible.

882. Has a dredger of solid rock ever been used suceess-
fully ? .

Such a dredger has been successfully used by S. Pearson and
Son, of Westminster, in making a new channel leading to the
harbour of Alexandria, which had to be cut for a width of
300ft. through a series of ridges of solid rock extending for
about a mile in an open scaway. The prevalence of a heavy
fwell greatly added to the difficulties of the work, which, how-
ever, was accomplished practically without the use of explo-
sives, and constitutes a unique example of rock dredgink.
Messrs. Pearson, after the completion of the worl, dispdsed of
the dredger to the Government. Having subsequently taken a
contract for excavating a channel titrough the roclk at Bermuda,
+he firm have had a new and snore powerful solid rock dredger
built, which embodies various improvem®nts suggested by thefr
experience at Alexandri and elsewhere. Amonggt ordinary
dredgers, the largest yet wade is thz:t in® use on the Mersey,
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320ft. long—capable of raising 4,000 tons of sand per hour. By
the aid of these machines the main channel for entering the
Mersey has befn decpened from 11ft. to 17ft.

883. Can a number of sheets of el'ear glass be placed in
such relation to each other as almost entirely to
prevent light passing through them ? .

An account of how this apparently puzzling fedt can be per-
formed has been given in an American scientific paper. Place
eight or ten sheets of clear glass parallel with cach other, and
arrange them at an angle of 33deg. 25min. (the complement of
the polarizing angle) with a given plane. Then place a similaz
lot of plates at the same angle with the plane at right angles
to the first. In the first lot of plates of glass, about one-half
of the light is reflected to one side, while the remainder, which
is pqlarized, passes‘on and is practically extinguished in the
second lot of plates.

884. Which English flower changes colour if placed in a
room kghted by gasf

The pale yellow colour of the primrose, when seen in a
room lighted by gas, becomes perfectly white, while the
Llossoms of white azaleas turn a pale blue. The lighter and
more dclicate tints of geraniums and pelargoniums change
fiom white to pale yellow, scarlet change to pale pink, and
hawthorn blossom loses its pure white tint and changes to
yellow or light pink. A remarkable effect of tobacco smoke
on the colour of {lowers may be seen in the case of the field
scabious, named botanically Anautia arvensis, so {frequent on
the hills and commons from A#gust till October 1f its
purplish blue Glossoms, which form nearly globose heads, are
held in the smoke of tobacco, their colour will soon turn to a
Bright green, about the same as the colour of its leaves.

885. What is the size and weight of the largest block
« of granite ever quarried ?

Recently a block of granite, weighing 1,217 tons, was used
as the pedestal of the equestrian statue of Peter the Great at
St. Petersburg, having been transported four miles by land over
¢ rtailway and thirtecen miles in a caisson by water. The rail-
way ¢onsisted' of two lines of timber furnished with hard
metal grooves, between which grooves were placed spheres of
hard brassabout 6in. in diameter. On these spheres the frame
whth its loatl was casily moved by sixty mdn, working at
¢apstans with trebleepurchase Blocks. Another huge block,
measuring 36ft. by 16ft. by 14ft., yas recently taken out of
the Graighair Quarries, near Dalbeattie. 1ts weight was
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estimated at 650 tons. A block of granite measuring
97ft. by 81ft. was blasted some time ago from the quarries
of Monte Grassi, Bavgno, Italy. The olklisk of St
John of Lateran, now standing at Rome, is 105ft. high
without the pedestal, and weighs 440 tons. Cleopatra’s
Ngedle, placed on the Thames Embankment in 1878, is
68ft. 5Lin. high, and the base is 7ft. 103in. by 7ft. 5in. It
weighs 186 tons. Recently there were executed twelve
columns for the Church of St. Paul, Rome, the length of each
being 33(t., and the weight of each being 38 tons. The blast
which removed these enormous blocks was composed of
17 tons of blasting powder and half a ton of Nobel dynamite.
This blast removed blocks of almest incredible size; one is
said to have weighed 50,000 tons. The largest blasting
operation ever undertaken was at Hcll Gate, New York

arbour. The final blast shattered 270,%17 cubic yards of
rock, and the cost of this single explosion was £22,190. The
work lasted from June, 1875, to October, 1885, when the final
explosion took place. The toml cost of the yhole improve-
ments at the harbour was £1,070,950.

886. When was England first divided into shires ?

The earliest mention of shires was in the time of Ina, who

reigned in Wessex from 688 to 727. The shires were formed
by the subdivision of Mercia, Wessex, Northumbria, #and
other S#xon kingdoms. The shire represented in its con-
stitutional machinery either the national organization of the
several divisions created by West Saxon conquest, or that
of the early settlements, which united in the Mercian kingdom
as it advanced westwards, or the re-arrangement by the West
Saxon dynasty of the whole of England on the principles
already at work in its own shires. The division of England
into shires, which was begun before the time of Alfred, was
not folly completed till the Danes, Angles, and Saxons were
united into one kingdom under Edgar. In the povernment
of the shire there were two officers, the ealdorman and the
cir-geréfa, or sheriff. Prior_to Alfred’s ‘time the divisions of
he shires appear to have been uncertain, and to have varied
from time to time. The word “shire” was not always
synonymous with “county,” as two districts within Yorkshise
are called shires, namely, Richmondshire in the Noith and
Hallamshire in the West Riding. .

887. Are there any animals that never drink ? o

Several species of reptilia, ferpents, amd lizards, and certajn
batrachians, exist in regions remote from water,and derive
their necegsary moisture from absorptign and \nsplratxon, .
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taking no perceptible quantity through the mouth. The wild
llamas of Patagonia are said not to drink, because in the
locality they jnhabit there is nothing but salt water to be
found. Sloths are also said to® live without drinking.
Rabbits have also been credited with this power, but the
late Rev. J. G. Wood recorded the fact that they feed on
herbage when laden with dew, and in this way do théir
eating and drinking at the same time. A stony, waterless
region of France has evolved a race of animals that do not
drink. The sheep feeding upon the fragrant herbs have
altogether lost the habit of drinking, and the cows drink very
little. Roquefort cheese is made from the milk of non-drink-
ing cows. The camel has bgen known to go twelve or fourteen
days without water, carrying 300lb. and sometimes 400lb.
weight. A parrot is said to have lived in the Zoological

tardens, Regent’s Park, London, for fifty-two years without
a drop of water.

888. What is the highest price ever paid for a butterfly ?

Five hundreé pounds, which' was the cost paid by a late
collector te obtain an excremely rare butterfly brought from
the Gaboon River, in Western Africa. This sum was paid to
aspecial collector as expenses incurred in obtaining a specimen ;
he took two years to find it. Only two specimens are known
to emist of the female of this butterfly. Fifteen hundred
dollars, or about £300, was the price paid by the Smithsonian
Institute, at Washington, for a butterfly of an unusual species,
found by a young man while camping out in the Sicrras of the
United States. It was an individupl fossil species, supposed
to be extinct, and its reception, therefore, at the institution
caused considerable excitement at the discovery that one of the
race had been found alive. One hundred and fifty pounds was
padid for a beautiful specimen of the giant butterfly, Papilio
Antimachus. A celebrated collector, Baron Felder, formerly
burgomaster of Vienna, sold his collection of butterflies to
Lord Rothschild for £5,000. Baron Felder parted with his
collection (being seventy-eight years old), so that after his
death it might not be broken up. ¢
889. Which strike in this country lasted for the longest

¢ . period ?

The strike of engineers at Sunderland, which came to an end
in November, 1885, after having lasted two and a half years, and
cosbover £200;000 A gredu strike of colliers took place in
April, 1867, near St. Helens, abou¢ 4,000 men being on strike,
wBich lasted exactly one year. In 1854 all the miils in Preston
« were olesedfat the end of October Dy strike, through which

[
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about 19,000 persons remained idle for thirty-six weeks, or
nearly nine mounths. The total funds contributed by opera-
tives during that period to support the strikers amounted
to £97,000. The strikg of masons in Lomdon employed
in erecting the Law Courts and other buildings, demand-
ing increased pay and fewer hours of work per day,
commenced on July 31st, 1877, and lasted {ill March
14th, 1878, er almost eight months. Some firms yielded about
"September 20th, 1877. Germans and other foreigners were
introduced and employed between October and December of
that year. Dut the strike still lasted on, costing about
£60,000. The great cotton strike of 1878 is estimated to have
cost the workpeople £2,700,000 in wages. Mr. Bevan, in the
¢ Statistical Society’s Journal’ for March, 1880, estimated that
110 strikes, of which the results were reliably known, enforced
577 weeks of idleness, and cost £4,468,950 in wages alone.
The average duration per strike in the labour disputes of the
following three years was, according to the ¢ Labour Gazette,” as
follows : 1893, 18 days ; ]892,‘31 days ; 1891, 24 days.

890. Is boiling water always of the same’ temperature?

.

It is only when the barometer stands at 30in., showing
atmospheric pressure of 15lb. on the square incly, that the
boiling-point of water is 212deg. When the barometer falls,
or when part of the crressure is in any way removed, iteboils
before cpming to 212deg., or when the pressure is increased the
boiling-point rises. Thus, in elevated positions, where there is
less air above the liquid to press on its surface, the boiling-
point ig lower than at the level of the sea. An elevation of
510ft. above the sea-level "makes a diminution of a degree, and
at higher levels, with the ditlcrence of elevation, there is a
corresponding lowering of the degree of temperature at
which water will koil. At the City of Mexico, in Nofth
America, which is 7,000ft. above the sea, the boiling-point is
about 200deg. ; at Quito, in South America, which is 9,000ft.
above the sea, water boils at 194deg. ; and on Donkia Youn-
tain, in the Himalayas, at a height of 18,000ft. above the sea,
*Dr. Hooker found water would boil at 180deg. Boiling water
is therefore not always equally hot, and in elevated places
many substances cannot be cooked by boiling, because the hqat
at which water boils is not sufficiently great to prodwce the
effects of cooking which the food requires» The attraction of®
a fluid for the surface of the vesgel in which it is boiled has
also an influence on the boilipg point. For instance, when’the
barometer is at 30in., water boils in a metallic vessel at 212des,,
in a glass vessel at 214deg., while in a vessel var‘iahed inside
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with shellac the heat may be raised to 220deg. before ebullition
takes place. Water containing salt, sugar, or other substances
in solution alsagrequires a higher temperature to boil it.

(]
891. Where is there a festival held yearly in honour
of a tooth?

On a foliage-covered hill, just outside the walls of the city of
Bangkok, a yearly festival is held in honour of the facred tooth
of Buddha, a replica of which, brought from Ceylon, is kept
in a shrine at the summit. The hill is a small one, in fact, it
is an artificial brick-built hill, but yet, as the only hill-like

eminence for miles around, it is regzarded with great reverence*

by the natives, and called by the dignificd name of the “(Golden

ountain,” and the templé in connection with it is called
“Wat Saket.” For a few days towards the end of November,
every year, the people flock to the shrine to visit the holy and
sacredp;elic, and the visit forms the occasion for a great deal of
innocent merry-making and jollity. Tn Ceylon another famous
tooth of Buddha is worshipped, zpld draws enormous crowds of
devotees. In the fifteenth century, a Royal devotee in Ceylon
offered 6,481,320 llowers at the shrine of the tooth. The
Cingalese worship a monkey’s tooth ; the Malabar Islandersan
elephant’s ; the Tonga Islanders a shark’s tooth ; while some
of the Siamese worship the tooth of a sacred monkey.

892. Where is the biggest brewery in the world ?

In Dublin, where, at St. James’s Gate, the bigzest Brewery
in the world is carried on by Messrs. Arthur Guinness, Son,
and Co. Their report for the year 1893 shows that this single
firm paid excise duty to the amourf. of £544,709, whith was
£22,460 more than they paid in 1892. The area of the

* brewery, which in 1860 only rovered four acres, now covers
betaveen forty and fifty acres. The hnge vats, in long avenues,
number 150, ranging in holding capacity from 200 to 1,700
hogsheads. The firm have 150 of the best Irish and Clydesdale
horses,*and employ 1,600 men. Messrs. Bass, Ratcliffe, and
Gretton’s brewery at Burton-on-Trent occupies 150 acres, and
to go over the' grounds a railway is provided, with a length of
sixteen miles. The store-house in connection with the brewery
for storing hops and ale is the largest store-house in the world.

Tt is three stories high ; each floor covers two acres. The firm .

«1se for bottles over 150,000,000 labels each year, and spend
over £8,000 in' show-cards. The sum of £4,080,000 is in-
vested in this gigantic busihess. In 1889 it paid £331,950
in duty to the Governwent. Its¢profits are about £350,000

er angum. It turns out over a millign hairels & year, each

Jolding-thirfy-six gallons ; employs about 2,600 people, and



. TO A THOYSAND QUESTIONS. s 47’
L 4

pays in wages £3,000 every week. Messrs. Samuel Allsopp
and Sons’, Limited, breweries, erected in 1860, cover fifty
acres. Messrs. Worthington and Co.’s establislguent, started
in 1850, occupies an area®f about thirty acres. The biggest
brewery in London is that of Messrs. Barclay, Perkins, and
Cq, Southwark. The brewery stands upon twelve acres of
land, a portjon of which occupies the spot where the old
(ir]obe Theatre once stood. Over 700 people are employed
there.

893. Have skates made of bone ever been used in this
eountry ?

The learned English monk, Willjam Fitzstephen, who died
about A.p. 1191, in his “Description of the City of London,
and of the Manners and Customs of its Inhabitants,” tells us
that it was customary for the young men of his days to fgsten
the leg-bones of animals underneath their feet by means of
thongs, and slide along the ice, pushing themselves by means of
iron-shod poles. In Moorﬁeldﬁnd about Finsbury, in London,
specimens of these primitive skates have beed from time to
time exhumed, and a pair of them are preserved in éhe British
Museum. Wooden skates shod with iron were introduced
from Holland, and Evelyn, under date 1662, describes how
“divers gentlemen performed before their Majesties on the
new canal in St. James’s Park with scheets after the mano®r of
the Hollanders.”

894. On which public garden in this country is the
greatest amount of money expended every
‘Year ? °
The Royal Botanic Gardens, at Kew, near London, cost in
the year 1893, £21,779, or on an average for three recent years,
£20,850%nnually.  Fn the strictest sense they are public, for
the admission to them is gratis, and their expense is provided
out of a Parliamentary grant from the taxes. These gardens
cover about seventy-five acres, and the pleasure ground$ con-
nected with them extend over 240 acres. The gardens are
deyutifully and scientifically caltivated. In their hot-housesis
the most perfect collection in the world of all manner of
orchids, ferns, cactuses, and other tropical plants and trees. The
lin-trees grow to the roof of the palm-house, which is g4ft. in
eight, and 362ft. by 100ft. in area, resembling a tropical forest, 4
for bananas, cocoa-nuts, cotton, ginger, nutmegs, and cloves
all flourish there. In 1871, the eteorologicaf Observatory,
which had been purchased b? Mr. J. P. @assiot for £10,000, was
resented to the RoyalgSociety, and placed in these gardens,
fn 1882, the late Miss M;rianne North prepented Der collection .
» . k- .
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of pictures of fruit and flowers of all nations, pain'teh by her-

self, all over the globe, and placed in a building erected at her

own expense,,open to the public. Close upon 2,000,000
visitors passed through the gates iy 1893. The expenditure

upon Kensington (iardens is about £7,000 every year. At

a meeting of the Bournemouth Town Council recently, it

was stated by the Town Clerk that the year’s expenditure en

the Winter Garden had been £14,000, which inctnded £5,000

for bands and vocalists.' The expenditure by the London

County Council on the parks under their charge for the year

1893-4 was £92,438, the expenditure on music exceeding £5,000.

The two parks under their charge costing over £10,000 a year-
in maintenance are the Victoria Park, £11,091, and Battersea *
Park, £10,520. Between “£4,000 and £5,000 is expended

yearly on the Edinburgh Botanic Garden and Arboretun.

895.,Which is the most eomfortable prison in the
world ?

The Massachusetts Reformatory, at Concord, in the United
States, conducged on “the colegiate system,” is entitled to
this distinction, though its inmates include the worst kind o/
criminals. * Five years is the maximum period' of detention.
and this may by good behaviour be reduced to eleven months.
While thgre, lectures on political, religious, social, trade, and
persgnal subjects are delivered to the prisoners, chiefly by
clergymen and professors, more than once a week. There are
classes for the study of political economy, music, matfiematics,
and architectural drawing, in which last the class execute
free-hand designs in terra-cotta, plaster, and stucco; also
designs for internal and external Kouse decoration ih wood,
iron, stone, and copper ; with periodical examinations. There
are also a debating society, scientific and literary club, and
athletic society ; a farm of 100 acres worked by the prisoners,
with eighty-three head of cattle and 500 swine ; also a printing
office and a weekly newspaper.

896. ‘Were Jews during any period expelled from this
eountry ?

The Jews were expelled from this country by Parliament
in 1290, in the reign of Edward I, and notrecalled till the
time of Oliver Cromwell, in 1650, their banishment havin
lasted 360 yéars. In 1492 half a million Jews were driven ou

“of Spain, and 156,000 from Portugal. Jews at the present
tinge in this country are ugon a perfectly equal footing with
other British subjects.” In 1833 Mr., afterwards Sir, Francis
K. Goldsmid was the Tirst Jew called to the British Bar, and,

_ in 18858, thg‘ first to be made a Quten’s Counsel. Jn 1835,

v . € : . . s
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David Salomons was elected the first Jewish sheriff of
London, and an Act was passed on June 24th to enable him
to fill the office. In 1841, Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid was
created the first Jewish paronet. In 1846 an #Act was passed
to relieve Jews elected to municipal offices from taking such
oaths as were inconsistent with their religion ; and another Act,
iy July 1858, after mmany unsuccessful attempts, was passed by
resolntion ofethe House of Commons to enable a Jew to take his
seat in it, when Baron Lionel de Rothschild took his as member
of Parliament for the City of London. On February 29th, 1868,
Benjamin Disraeli became Prime Minister of England. In
November, 1871, Sir George Jessel, a Jew, became Solicitor-
General, and on Angust 29th, 1873, Master of the Rolls. In
1885, Sir Nathaniel Mayer de Rothschild was created a baron,
the first Jewish peer of the United Kingdom.

897. At which case were the greatest numbe.r of
physicians on record in consultation ?

The mother-in-law of the Mikado of Japan recently had an
attack of serious illness, andaso grave were, the symptoms
considered to be that 423 physicians were at ‘'once summoned
to a consultation on the case. These medical spectlists being
50 numerous, the operating theatre of the largest hospital was
set apart as their consulting-room. The patient being unable
to get any precise opinion from this host of experts,” called for
the consolations of religion, and a Buddhist pries® was
commaitded to attend. This ecclesiastic soon announced his
discovery of what had puzzled the 423 physicians, by pro-
nouncing the cause of the malady to be the introduction of
railways into Japan, an opinion which the medical experts at
once hastened t6 indorse. .

898. When did aectresses first appear on the stage ?

About the time of the Restoration, previous to which fhe
female parts in each drama were performed by men. The
first Englishwoman who appeared on the regular, stage
was Mrs. Coleman, who, in 1656, performed the character
of Ianthe, in Sir William Davenant’s ¢ Siege of Rhodes.”
*Previous to that time, Royal and Court ladies had fre-

uently taken part in masques and pageants performed at
;'.]he palaces. Charles IL, in 1662, granted a license forsa
theatre in Dorset Gardens, London. One of the clatises of
this license was as follows: “ Whereas the women’s parts in®
plays have hitherto been acted bysmen in the habits of woipen,
at which some have taken offence, we do permit and give leave
for the time to come that all womel's parts be played by
wamen.” The last mak actor that took a womae’s character

- »
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on the stage was Edward Kynaston, noted for his beauty
(1619-1687). Among the ancient Greeks, actors were so highly
esteemed as spmetimes to be sent on embassies, and authors
frequently performed in their own Plays ; but at Rome, if a
{h{erson became an actor, he forfeited his right of voting as a
oman citizen.

899. Which European kingdom has only oneMinister 9

Such is the case with the German Empire, founded in 1871.
By the terms of its constitution, dated the 16th of April in
that year, the supreme direction of military and political
atfairs is vested in the King of Prussia, who in this capacity
bears the title of Deutscher Kaiser. Under the Emperor, the
Imperial Chancellor (Genetal Count von Caprivi de Caprera
de Montecuculi) is supreme, being, according to the Imperial
Constitution, sole Minister of the Empire. Finland can boast
of having only one Minister. The Czar of Russia is Grand
Duke, and is represented by a Governor-General, now Count
Heiden, while the Ministry congists of one Secretary of State,
General Dachnf The other European States with such small
Ministries, are Brunswick, of which the Regent is Prince
Albrecht of Prussia, and the Minister of State Dr. Otto;
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, a Grand Duchy, of which the Minister
of State is A. Von Biilow ; Luxembourg, of which Adolphus,
Dulez of Nassau, became Grand Duke in 1890, with his only
Minister of State, M. Kyschen ; Monaco, on the Mediterranean
coast, between France and Italy, is governed by a Sovereign
Prince, Albert, who has one Minister, the Governor-General,
Baron Farincourt.

« 1S
900. Which of the world’s monarcehs sets:-an example of
ploughing once a year ?

“‘The Emperor of China initiates the year, which commences
with the spring, by putting his hand to the plough and turning
over a few furrows in the sacred field, in order to impress on
the People the importance of husbandry. In each province
the highest authority, as representing the Sovereign, performs
a similar ceremony. The Emperor, accompanied by hi.
1etinue, proceeds in state to the sacred field, at the four corners

which are erected four pavilions, where the seeds of
wheat-and other cereals aré placed. In the centre numbers
of magnificently-attired courtiers hold aloft many-coloured
flags, while at one side of the passage are scotes of aged and
wliite-haired farmers, each with some agricultural implement
ir his hand. Placing dis left hahd on the plongh, and holding
the whip in hisright hand, the Empﬁor begins the ceremony.
By pre-arrelagement the officers do their allotted share, some
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wielding agricultural implements, while others scatter seeds
out of the basket, as if sowing, whilst the Ewnperor is busy
with the plough, which is hitched to a ricldy-caparisoned
bullock, draped in yellow, and led by two of the Emperor’s
body-guard. On the Emperor finishing his round at the
plough, the princes also go through a similar perforinance, and
atter them pine of the highest courtiers take a turn, and the
cerlemony is concluded, the Royal ploughman returning to the
palace.

901. Where is the flnest display of fountains in the
world ?

In the gardens of the Crystal Palace at Sydenham. The
first public exhibition of these fountains took place on the
18th of June, 1856, in the presence of the Queen and 20,000
spectators. The whole system is divided into two series, tho
upper and the lower. The “upper” series comprises nine
fountains, and these constitute the display on ordinary occa-
sions. The “lower” series consists of two water temples, the
cascades, and a numerous group of fountains, 1 sually known as
the “ great fountains,” which are only played on special occa-
sions. The two “grand” fountains in the lower serics are by
far the largest in the world. When the whole series is in
operation, 120,000 gallons of water per minute are peured forth
by 11,788 jets, and 1n onc single complete display, lastin« half
an hour, nearly 4,000,000 gallons of water are consumed. The
water is supplied from an artesian well 575ft. deep, and forced
by steam power to the sminmit of one of the end towers, 284ft.
high, f om which it descends to feed the fountains,  There are
ten mites of water pipes beneath the grounds. The fountains
in the palace gardens at Versailles, in France, made for Louis
XIV., arc on the most magnificent scale. Chatsworth, the seat !
of the Duke of Devonshire, is remarkable for its fountams.
One throws a jet of water 267[t. high.

902. Who owns the most varied and costly collection of
walking-sticks ?

The Prince of Wales, and Mr. Grover Cleveland, President
of the United States, have remarkable collections of walking-
sticks. The collection of the Prince of Wales contains several
curious sticks brought from India, one of ivory, mbst
elaborately carved. There is also a stick; made of the wood,
from one of the piles of Old London Bridge, which was dis™
covered in the course of some repairs to the present strucsure.
There are in all upwards of 170 walkingsticks in this collection.
Mr. Cleveland’s collection of walking-sticks includes cancs,
shillalahs, kuuckle-dusters, and stout pagriarcha:,statfa, Que
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of the sticks, a remarkable hunter’s trophy, is a beautifully-
made Mosaic, of horn segments, supplied by a specimen of
every animal With horns roaming in the State of Texas. Tho
“ Andrew Jackson” walking-stick has the Lord’s Prayer and a
number of democratic sayings engraved in tiny, but clear,
letters about its surface. Dr. Hale, of New York, owns tke
most valuable walking-stick in existence. It i8 valued at
3,000dols. ; the head of this cane contains over 3lb. of eighteen
carat gold, and is mounted with sixty-five diamonds. A gold
snake, with ruby eyes, entwines the upper part. In the top of
the head there is fixed a gold chronometer balance watch, the
cover of which is also of gold, studded with twenty-four
diamonds, and bears the do¢tor’s monogram.

903. Has a woman ever been employed as a diver ?

Miss Jessie A. Ackerman, temperance missionary, had an
expericence of pearl-diving during her passage from Australia
to Singapore. The steamer stopped for two days among the

sarling (leet og the great pearting-grounds of the world, far
g:;youd the sight of any land, and wherc some 1,300 men were
engaged in‘the work. Miss Ackerman put on a diving-dress
and went down 60ft. to the bed of the ocean, bringing to the
surface sone valuable pearls. Two Lulies have been exhibiting
at the Westminster Aquarium, making dives of 70ft. and
upwafds into a tank of water. The first lady to accomplish
these high dives was Miss Annie Luker, swimming instructress
of the Caledonian Road Baths, who is an expert both in
diving and swimming. Miss Louie Leonard, of Brighton, in
1894 also accomplished these dives.from great heighs, and
rivalling Professor Baume in the feat of making the dive when

* secured in a sack, the mouth of which was tied above the head.
Anather lady-diver, Miss Annic Johnson, in a dive off the
North Pier, at Blackpool, stayed under water 3min. 10sec.

904. Which country possesses the finest fire-brigade ?

The London fire-brigade comprises 710 firemen, including
the chief officer, two assistant-officers, the superintendents, and ,
all ranks ; and they are unsurpassed as to courage and skill in
the discharge of their difficult and dangerous duties. Their
machinery includes nine steam fire-cugines ou barges, one o%
which i§ capable of throwing 1,400 gallons of water a minute ;
48 land steam fire-engines; 78 6in. manual ox hand-worked
fire-engines, requiring 22, 26; 30, 38, or 46 men respectively,
which shows them to ‘136 very powerful ones ; and 221 fire-
eséapes, and 34 miles of hose; besides all the appropriate
vchiclés for jronveying these about, with 73 coachmen and
‘133 horses, ‘and & tteam tugs. The men and machinery
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are located at 56 land fire-engine stations and 126 watch-
boxes. For communication of information thcre are 74
telephones between fire-ctations, 55 alarm circaits with 516
call points ; 21 telephones to police-stations and to public and
other bodies ; 2 telegraphs, 73 telephones, and 8 bell-ringing
fiie-alarms. Measured by numbers only, the Paris fire-brigade
is the largest, 51 officers and 1,693 men, with 233 engines, 12
barracks, and 124 relief-posts or stations. St. Petersburg has
1,150 firemen; Berlin, 1,090 ; New York, 1,027 ; Chicago,
916 ; Hamburg, 790 ; which last is first as to the number 1n
pro'qortion to population—305 for every 100,000 inhabitants ;
while London is at the bottom in that respect, with only 13 for
every 100,000. The New York Brigade is the most expensive,
costing £337,765 a year ; and Boston, U.S., in proportion to
population, 6s. 7d. a head, while it is only 5d. in London.

905. Where is the finest artificial lake in the world ?

At present this is the great reservoir of Dhcbar, in the
Rajpootana province of Ind.a, which covers an area of
twenty-one square miles. This will, however, sink into com-
parative insignificance when the great Nile reservoir is com-

leted. This artificial lake, when finished, will have a
arger surface than the Lake of (feneva, the area of which
is 223 square miles, or considerably more than ten timecs the
area of the great Dhebar reservoir. The United States will
in a few years’ time boast of a lake which will even exceed
in area the Nile reservoir. A gigantic dam is being made
across the Missouri River. This, when completed, will form
a huge lake, having an a.ea of 429 square miles. In Scinde,
the Manchar reservoir has an area of 180 sqnare miles when
filled by the waters of the river during the rainy scason.

906. What is the largest sum ever realized at a bazaar’?

On May 5th, 1845, a bazaar was opencd in the Covent
Garden Theatre, which realized £25,046. The object of it
was to obtain funds for the Anti-Corn Law League. The whole
area of the pit and stage was boarded over, and transformed
into a “Norman Gothic Hall,” filled to overflowing with
gmducts of manufacturing industry. About 100,000 persons

isited the bazaar during the seventcen days that it lasted.
The stalls were attended to by 400 ladies, the wives and
daughters of leading free traders. A bazaar for the same<
object was opened at Mauchester, on February 2nd, 1842, when
the receipts amounted to £17,000; £22,000 was realized at a
bazaar in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, in aid of the
Children’s Hospital in-that city; £21,000 was. raised at a
bazaar in Dublin, in May, 1892, in celebration of tde centenary *

29
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of the Masonic Female Orphan Sclhiool. No fewer than 86,914
people passed through the turnstiles during the five days
the féte was kypt-open. Twenty thousand pounds was raised
in November, 1890, at a bazaar in” Edinburgh, on behalf of
Masonic institutions. The sum of £13,716 was taken at a
bazaar held at Glasgow in February, 1890, in aid of a students’
union at the University.

907. In which country are most visiting cards sent
through the post ?

In France, where the custom of sending one’s visiting cdrd
to acquaintances on New Year’s Day, equivalent to the practice
in this country of posting te friends Christmasand New Year’s
cards, is increasing very rapidly. Even the establishment of
a society for the suppression of complimentary visiting cards,
which has been tried across the Channcl, has been powerless
against the progress of fashion. The French postal officials
have made an interesting calculation, showing the extent and
increase of this custom. In the Department of the NSeine
aloue—which iffcludes Paris—ecight and three-quarter million
visiting canrds were delivered by postmen on the 1st January,
1881. The following year it had risen to nine and a half
millions; the year after to thirteen millions, and in 1894 to
fifteen and a half millions. In Holland it is the fashion to
incldde a visiting card with “p.f.” (pour félicité) in the corner
on the anniversary of the birthdays of the sender’s friends.
This custom prevails also in France and 1taly.

908. How many members of Par]g,ament have beer killed
in railway accidents in this country ?

*  TFour. Previous to the railway accident in the early part of
1894 in which Mr. J. Theobald, member of the Romford
Division of Essex, lost his life, three other members of Parlia-
ment had been the victims of railway accidents in this country.
Mr. iaskisson, the eminent financier and statesman, member for
Liskeard, President of the Board of Trade, and Secretary of
State for the Colonies, received mortal injuries at the opening of
the Liverpool and Manchester Railway on the 15th of September,
1830, and died the same evening. In more recent times, Sir
Ftancis Henry Goldsmid, Q.C. (the uncle of Sir Julian, who
succeeded himn in the baronetcy), for many years member for

“Reading, died from injuries received by being®rushed between
the railway platform and the train at Waterloo Station. In
1890, Mr. Beckett, brother of Lotd Grimthorpe, member for

tlaw, was literally cut to picces by a passing train, which

(eaught him yhile cérogsing a railway line.
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909. What was the size of the largest organ ke&s ever
made for an organ ?

Five inches in breadth, which was the extraordinary large
width of each key in the organs made during the eleventh and
twelfth centuries. The organ of that day was very rude in its
construction, and extremely limited in its means. None of the
keys were less than 4in. or 5in. broad, and required to be struck
by the clenched hand. An ell in length and 3in. broad was the
size of the keys of an organ erected towards the close of the
eleventh century, in the Cathedral of Magdeburg. This
was among the first instruments of the kind provided with
keys. The largest organs of the present day have five rows of
keys or manuals for the great orgAn, choir organ, swell organ,
pedal organ, and solo organ ; each key being rather less than
an inch in width, as against the five inches of the twellth
century organs. The keys of the largest orzans have on each
of them a pressure of twenty or thirty pounds weight, so that
it would be impossible to play such instruments were it not
for the invention of the pneumatic lever, in wlich compressed
air is made to do the work, the finger having only to set the
pneumatic lever in action with a light pressure.

910. Where is the greatest whirlpool in the world ?

On the Norwegian coast, in 68deg. N. latitude, and near the
Island of Moskenwmsoe. This renowned whirlpool, known as
the Maelstrom, is four geographical miles in diameter, and in
tempestuous weather its roar, like that of Niagara, may be
heard several miles off. It presents the appearance of a rapid
current, which runs altcinately six hours from N. to S., and
six hours from S. to N., producing immense whirls. The
depth of the water around does not cxcced twenty fathoms,
with a bottom of rocks and white sand. A celebrated whirl-
pool lies off the Scottish coast, betwecen the Islands of Jura
and Scarba. It is known as the Corrievrekin ; and is
occasioned, according to most authorities, by the resistance
offered to the tide-stream, in its passage to and from the
Sound of Jura, by a pyramidal rock which rises from a depth
of about 100 fathoms to within fifteen fathoms of the surface.

911. Which is the most extravagant [material used for
eoat collars ? . ’ R

Fur, some of the most expensive kinds of which are in
Russia used in making coat collars. So great is the Russian’s
love for furs, that £50 is tlought no gxtraordinary price for
one of the noBility in that country to pay for a piece of fur’
of the sea-otter to Le wade into a collpr for Iys coat, and ,
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sometinies donble that price, or even more, has been paid
for a single coas collar. The fur of the sea-otter is preferred
by many, being supposed or reputes to possess the special
property of preserving the breath from freezing. Many gentle-
men’s coats are trimined in this country with less expensive
skins, costing from £10 to £30 each. Ladies indulge more
than gentlemen in fur costumes—some are known to have cost
upwards of £2,000; and the coronation robe presented to the

mpress of Russia was made of furs valued at £1,200 ; it only
weighed 160z. —which means £75 per ounce. When George
Villiers, the first Duke of Buckingham, went as Ambassador
for this country to France, he wore a coat the collar of which
was made of white uncut velvet set with diamonds. The value
of it was reckoned at £15,000.

912, Has any family had its representatives in the House
of Commons for five generations ?

The Bedfordshire family of Whitbread have had representa
tives in the Con:mons House of Yarliament for five generations.
Mr. Samue] Whitbread, the present head of the family, has
had forty-three years of Parliamentary life, having represcnted
Bedford continuously from 1852. IHis father, grandfather, and
great-granrlfather have all represented the Liberal interest in
Parlicment, and his son, Samuel Howard Whitbread, is now a
member of the House of Commons for the Luton Division of
Bedfordshire, having been elected on the 29th of September,
1892, at a by-election. Mr. Whitbread’s grandfather, who also
sat for Bedford, was one of Charles James Fox’s ablest
adherents. Mr. Whitbread, like his father before him, has
more than once refused a pecrage. Mr. Gladstone wished to
nominate him for the Speakership, but he declined the honour
on“he ground of being shortsighted.

913. Which town in this country has the best equipped
« technical college ?

Bradford, whose Technical College, one of the handsomest
buildings in the provinces, was opened by the Prince of
Wales in 1882, The training is excellent in the various
departments of art, textile, chemistry and dyeing, mechanical,
afd engineering. The engineering departmeut_is specially
notable, with its lecgure-room, drawing offices, and workshops,
in which a staff of skilled workmen is employed and machinery
for all descriptions of work provided. Recently, in fitting u
the new electrical engingering labaratory, theshafting required,
with hangers, driving gear, pulleys, etc., was designed and made
Jentirely 1n the department, as well a8 the switchboards and
many of the smallér fittings. Lceds has one of the best
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equipped tochnical colleges in this country, viz, Yorkshire
College. 1t was formally opened by the Princ- and Princess
of Wales, in 1885. The? buildings and equipment cost over
£90,000, exclusive of the textile industries department, which
is maintained by the Clothworkers’ Company of London, who
hwve already spent £30,000 for building and machinery, and
have recently voted a further £3,500 for new art rooms. All
the departments are fitted in a most complete manner. In the
practical weaving course, each student is furnished with a
small band loom on which he can make experiments and
weave some of the typical designs received in the lecture
course. The fees received from stpdents amount to upwards
of £10,000 per annum.

914. Have balloons ever been used for raising sunken
vessels ?

Mr. Wilhelin Bauer, a submarine engineer, raised in 1863,
by means of balloons, the steamship Ludwig, which was sunk
in the Bodensee in 1861. Two Russian engiieers, Nowitzki
and Pokrschiewnikitz, have invented a method of raising
sunken vessels by means of balloons, and tested their system
in August, 1893, by raising a sunken boat in the Weichsel, near
Warsaw. The boat lay at a depth of nine métres (30ft.), and
the engineers sent down divers with two waterproof ballocas—
which were fastenced to the sides of the boat, and then inflated
with air. The experiment was so successful that they are said
to have offered to raise the ill-fated Victoria, which sank in
1893 in the Mediterranean. That vessel’s displacement is
10,470 tons, and their proposal is to raise her by means of ten
balloons, each with a cubic content of 1,700 cubic métres. The
Victoria lies at a depgh of 138 metres, which gives a calculated
pressure of fourteen atmospheres.

915. Is there any country in which a gentleman must kiss
every lady to whom he is introduced ? y

This custom exists in Paraguay, one of the South American
Republics, and every Paraguayan gentleman is bound to kiss
every lady to whom he is introduced. On Easter Day, in
Russia, kissing all round is the fashion ; from the Czar to th-
lowest peasant the Easter kiss is exchanged throughout the
Empire. Some curious kissing customs prevail in our own
country. A honorary freeman of the borough of Rye has the
privilege of kissing the mayoress ; and at Hungerford during
the Hock-tide festivities ther® are two privileged individuak
elected yearly, and known as *“luth” men, who have the
privilege of demanding a kiss from any mpember of the fair
sex they may meet at tho fairs. A paculiar kssing etiquette
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tn'evai]s at the Viceregal Drawing Rooms held at Dublin, it
being one of the privileges of the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland
to kiss every Iady on her presentation, a practice introduced
by George 1V. when he visited Ireland in 1821, and maintained
by every Viceroy since that date. At Helmagen,in Roumania,
there is annually a kissing fair. On this occasion all the
newly-married brides are present from all round the distriet.
They are generally attended by their mothers-in-law, and carry
jugs of wine. They kiss everyone they meet, and not to take
of the proffered wine is regarded as an insult to the young
wife and family. In Iceland the men always kiss each other
when they meet, but very rarely does a man kiss a woman.
The Finnish women rvesent a kiss on the lips as a most un-
pardonable affront. Even when oflered by an ardent lover it
1s considered a heinous breach of etiquette.

916. ‘Have any pawnbrokers in this country the privilege
of earrying on business without a license ?

According to a decision of tyo modern English judges, the
present Sir Arfhur Charles and the late Sir James Fitzjames
Stephen, ¢very pawnbroker who was in businecss at the passing
of the Pawnbrokers Act in 1872 possesses the right to
open as many shops as he pleases, without taking out a
license, and to transfer or assign his privileges to anybody
he Pleases. Since the passing of the Pawnbrokers Act of
1872 every pawnbroker has to pay a yearly license of
£7°10s. to lend money on wearing apparel and brokery
generally, and an additional £4 10s. to lend money on gold and
silver plate and precious stones., The pawnbroker is also
required by law to have printed in a prominent place on his
establishment, not less than 6{t. from the causeway, the words,
“Licenscd Pawnbroker.” One halfpenny per florin per month
is charged for loans of 40s. or under ; while for loans over 40s.
the charge is one halfpenny for every half-crown. Pawn-tickets
are charged one halfpenny for loans under 10s., and 1d. above
10s. Pledges are redeeinable for one year, with seven days’
grace ; but if for more than 10s., they must be disposed of by
]Aublic auction, according to conditions of the Pawnbrokers

ct.

§l7. Whieh eyelist has taken most value in prizes in one
. season ? «

Mr. A. A. Zimmerman, the value of whdse prizes in the
selison of 1803 was 11,848dols., or nearly £2,370. His prizes
included thirty-five diamond pins, rings,”angd studs, fifteen
bicycles, tgelve sets of silver-ware, cix clocks, cight watches,
eleven mekals, ope pianoforte, two road buggies and a pair of
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horses, two bronze figures, two cups, one dressing-case, one
gun, one suit of clothes, and a set of tires. The most costly
prize was the 1,000dol. gold cup, won at Indisnapolis. “The
piano was valued at 600ddls. To obtain all these prizes this
cyclist competed at thirty-two race meetings in five different
countries, and covered 174 mileson the track in actual racing.
Edwards, a well-known professional 1ider, in one seuson won
twenty-one first prizes, in twenty-five races: a most extra-
ordinary record. Harry Roberts, the Yorkshire champion
cyclist, holds a record in prize winning which it would be hard
to beat. From April 27th, 1886, to September 18th of the
same year, in thirty-three events he won prizes amounting to
£373 3s. With the exception of, two, these were all first
prizes.

918. What is the proportion of female to male heads of
families in England and Wales ?

Eighty per cent. of these heads of families are males and
20 per cent. females. In London, with its 797,679 inhabited
houses, according to the last census, there are in round
numbers 926,000 hexds of families, of whom 135,000 are
females and 741,000 males. The average number of persons
to each family is 413, In the whole of Scotland there are
only 874,007 families, or about 52,000 less than in London
alone, the average number of persons to each Scottish family
being 459, and the average number of rooms to each house 3}.
Of the total population of England and Wales, at the last
census numbering 29,001,018, there were 14,950,398 females
and 14,050,620 males.

919. What was the weight of the biggest salmon ever
captured in-this eountry ?

2

In September, 1887, it was reported that a salmon weizhing
86lb. had been captured in the Tay. We read that in 1827 a
salmon weighing 83lb. was exhibited in a fishmonger’s st.op in
London. The late Firank Buckland, in his “Natural History
of British Fishes,” gives a catalogue of the finest salmon which
had been brought for his inspection, and of which he took casts.
The largest of all was a Tay salinon, weighing 70lb., which
was 4ft. 5in. in length. The next was a salmon from tile
Rhine, 69lb. in weight, and 4ft. 8in. in length; the next
from the River Shannon, in lreland, weighing 541b. The *
largest of these throe was caught on the 1laggis fishing-Lank,
about two miles below Newbargh, on the Tay. The wholesale
price of it was*£9. A Royal Chinook $almon, weighing 8218.,
was taken in 1893 ffom the Columbia River near Clak _
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Point. This fish was 4ift. in length, and measured 40in. in
cirenmference.  Von Siebald saw a salmon in Russia which
weighed 93lb., Forty-five thousand salmon have been caught
in three days in the Fraser River,British Columbia, by one
fishing'and canning firm.

820. Is there any theatre in this country belonging to the
munieipality ? .

The theatre at Plymouth is the property of the municipal
corﬁomt‘wn of that borough. The theatre and hotel, covering,
with their annexcs, nearly an acre of ground, were erected by
the mayor and commonalty of Plymouth at an expensé¢ of
nearly £40,000. The front has a portico containing cight
columns of the Tonic order, 40ft. in elevation. The theatre
was described, immediately after its erection, as being the
handsomest country theatre in the kingdom, and as being con-
strueted almost entirely of iron. The roof is 64ft. span, and
was made at Bristol of wrought iron bars. There are three
tiers of boxes formed of cast iron, the fronts thinly cased with
wood to preserve the sound. TFhe theatre is now lighted with
the electric light. ;

921. Which are the highest and lowest paid Presidents of
Republies in the world ?

Those of France and Andorra respectively. The President
of the French Republic receives a salary of 600,000 francs
(about £24,000), a house to live in, and allowances arfiounting
to an additional 600,000 francs, or in all over £48,000 a year.
His term of office is seven yecars, and he may be re-clected.
The Syndic or President of the ting Republic of Andorra, in
the Pyrenees, who is elected for life, receives a salary of £3 a
year. The President of the United States Republic, who holds
office for four years, receives a salary of £10,000 yearly, and
allowances amounting to an additional £12,000. The
President of the Swiss Republic, who holds office for one
year anly, receives a salary of £600 a year. The lowest paid
princely ruler is the Prince of Montenegro, whose civil list
only amotints to £4,100. The gross amount expended for the
support of the ruling powers of the world has been estimated
to amount to £15,000,000 a year.

942, Which ljving preacher has most frequently preached
before the Queen ? .

_The Right Reverend Will'am Boyd Carpenter, who was one
of fer Majesty’s Honorary Chaplains, 1879 till 1883 ; Resi-
deatiary Ganou of WinUsor, from 1882 till 1884 ;.and Chaplain
to the (g,nceln, from 1883 to 1884 ; in which latter year he was



TO A THOUSAND QUESTIONS, * 431
made Blstop of Ripon. YHe is considered one of the most
cloquent preachers in the Church of England, and usually
delivers his sermons without notes of any kind. kKven when
he delivered his famous, Bampton lectures, he did so without
ever having written them out. Another cleric who has
}n‘eached frequently before the Qmueen is the Bishop ot
Rochester. The Hon. and Rev. Charles Leslie Courtenay,
liector of Bovey Tracey, and Canon Residentiary of Windsor,
has been ten years domestic chaplain. When Her Majesty 18
living at Balmoral she frequently commands distinguished
ministers of the Church of Scotland to preach before her in:
the parish church of Crathie. Amongst departéd Scottish
divines her favourite preachers were Dr. Donald Macleod and
Principal Tulloch, whilst her favourite preachers amongst livin,
t]?inisters are Principal Caird, Dr. Ma.c(l;‘)rregor, and Dr. Marshaﬁ

ang.
923. Has a funeral ever been ordered for a living child ?

Such a case occurred in November, 1893, at Cadoxton, in
Glamorganshire. The Rev. Ebenezer Morris, rector of Cadoxton,
stated that a woman living in the village calleC at the rectory
on a Monday morning and asked to see him. As he was not
then at home she left a note, in which she asked him to perform
the burial rites in the cemetery at five o’clock on the following
day—-Tuesday. Mr. Morris ascertained from the suxton that
no grave had been prepared, and immediately went i~ the
woman’s house and was astounded at discovering that the
child for whose funeral his services had been bespoken was
still alive, though very weak. In January, 1893, a baby is
said to have been nearly huried alive in Cornwall. A mother
and infant were supposéd to have died, and were placed
together in the same coffin. Some time after the child was ,
heard to cry, and was found to be alive. Later the same day
the child was once more pronounced dead, but the doctor
would not permit of its being buried, gnd ordered it to be
wrapped in blankets for a few days, after which it became
well and strong. .

924. Who is credited with possessing the most costly
lace handkerehief ? . ‘

Queen Margherita of Italy, whose very delicate lace hang-
kerchief, valued at £6,000, was exhibited at the World’s Fair,
at Chicago. Three different artists wrought upon it during &,
period of not less than twenty yegrs. It is so light that one
18 not conscious of its touching the hand if the eyes be shut,
and it can easily be folded into a gold aasket not larger than,a
bean, Some of the wealthy people of San Francisco possess
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costly pocket-handkerchiefs. They have their initials worked
on these articles in real diamonds. A handkerchief is reported
to hatve been made for a New York millionaire of which the
mongram was valued at over £1,500. $Somec lace intended for
the ex-Empress Eugdénie cost £5,000 a yard. The Pope has
treasures of lace at the Vatican to the value of £175,000, Our
own Queen’s collection of lace is worth £75,000, and that cf
the Princess of Wales £50,000. The laces of the Astor family
are valued at £60,000, and those of the Vanderbilts at £100,000.

925. Where was the first temperance hall in England

built ?

The first temperance hall built in England was erected at
Bradford, in Yorkshire, in 1§37. The first temperance society
in England was formed at Bradford, on the 2nd of February,
1830, the chief mover being Mr. Henry Forbes, who had
signed the pledge at Glasgow. Bradford’s example was
speedily followed by the formation of a temperance society at
Stockton Heath, near Warrington, on the 4th of April, and
one at Manchegter on the 12tl of May in the same year.
Socicties.were also formed that year at Dristol, Leeds, Liver-
pool, London, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and York. For the institu-
tion of temperance societies, however, we must go back to the
sixteenth century.

926. “What were the highest prizes ever given at a cat
show in this country ? .

Twenty-five guineas is the value of the highest prize at any
cat show, and it was given at the International Cat Show,at
the Westminster Aquarium, in March, 1894, which was
promoted hy Mr. Charles Cruft. Besides a large number of
ordinary class prizes at that cat show, there were fifty-one
special prizes, ranging in value from five to twenty-five
guineas. International Cat Shows have been held for the
last twenty-six years at the Crystal Palace, there being at the
first skow only sixty-five cats, while in 1893 there were close
upon G00., At the Crystal Palace Cat Show, in 1889, £1,000
was asked for the cat that won the first prize. This is
probably the highest price ever,quoted in the cat market.

927. Has a private soldier in the British Army ever twice
* won a eommission from the ranks ?

John Shipp, an drphan from the village of Saxmundham,
Suffolk, who at Chelmsford jeined the 22nd Regiment (Cheshire)
of Foot in 1795, performed the unique feat of twice winning a
cdhmission from the ranks before he was thirty gears old. He
was engzged in the Kaffir War of 1890, and afterwards was
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sent to India. His regiment made the campaigns of 1804-5
under Lord Lake, and fought at the capture of Dieg, and in the
desperate but unsuccessful assaults on Bhu-tpore, offi 9th
January, 21st January,®and 21st February, 1805, when the
forlorn hope was led by Sergeant John Shipp, H.M. 22nd,
who took part in the pursuit of Holkar to the banks
o the Sutl]ej, which ended the war. Sergeant Mansell
Fenwick, of the Gordon Highlanders, has been twice
commissioned from the ranks. He first entered the
3rd Battalion (Militia) of the Worcestershire Regiment, in
which he rose to the rank of captain. He then resigned his
Militia commission, and enlisted and served as a private
soldier in the ranks of the Gordoy Highlanders, winning his
way to a commission as second lieutenant in that regiment.
The case of Mr. Fenwick was the first instance in wkich a
captain in the Militia had taken the Queen’s shilling, though
there had been several instances of lieutenants in the Militia
having done so.

928. What is the greatest rumber of cyelists that have
passed along any road in this country on one day ?

Twenty thousand, being the number of cyclists who passed
along the main road through Kingston-on-Thames on Whit-
Sunday, 1894. Inspector Trott informed the magistr..tes on the
Kingston Bench to this eftect in the course of the hear? g of
summonses against a few of these cyclists charged with furious
driving and riding bicycles without ringing a bell, sounding
an alarm, or giving audible warning to foot passengers, to the
common danger of the public. On the occasion of the Cycling
Carnival held at Herne Hill, on the 27th May, 1893, a
procession of upwards of 12,000 cyclists passed along the road
from London to take part in the day’s sports. On another
occasion a procession of 700 cyelists proceeded to Winchester
to attend a full choral service given for their benefit. There
are upwards of half a million of cyclists in the United
Kingdom.

929. Who was in the habit of using a eoffin as a bed ?

William lidson, who nearly fifty years ago founded the firm
of Edson and Sons, manufacturers of church and lodge furyj-
ture, at Wisconsin, had many peculiarities, one of the most
singular of which was a desirc to sleep,in his own coffin.,
In the engine-room of the factory he had made his home
for two decades. He had a small apartment fitted »up
with a few articles of furniture, RQut these did not ip-
clude any bed. In place of the bed there was a cofin
that stood on blocks.  r'ha hattam of th,e coffin yvas padded ,

. ® e 29
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with woollen cloth, until it ‘made a soft and comfortable
lace of rest. Every night, for nearly twenty years, old Mr.
son regularl” climbed into his coffip and slept soundly until
morning. Charles V., King of Spain and Emperor of the
West, one of the world’s greatest Sovereigns, resigned his
throne to his son Philip IL, and early in 1557 retired to a
monastery in the province of Estremadura, in Spain.  There,
in August, 1558, he celebrated a rehearsal of his own death
and burial. He ordered his tomb to be erected in the chapel,
and causing his domestics to precede in funecral procession,
with black tapers in their hands, he followed in his shroud,
was laid in his coffin, heard the burial scrvice chanted for him,
and joined in the prayers for his soul. This solemnity was
soon followed by his actual decease, on the 21st of September,
1558, in the fifty-ninth year of his age.

930. How many yachts are there in the world ?

According to ‘Lloyd’s Yacht Register for 1894, there are
7,068 yachts in the world, distriruted as follows : —
United Kingdom
United States .
All other countries :
Of the yaghts in the United Kingdom, 846 are steam yachts
and 3708 sailing yachts.

931. What is the greatest difference in age betwoen the
oldest and youngest sons of the same father ?

Seventy-three years, in the case of the sons of Thomas
Beatty, of Drumcondra, near Dulflin. An Irish magazine
published in December, 1806, in announcing the completion by
this centenarian of his 102nd year, stated that he walked as
upright as most men in the prime of life, and had not lost a
single tooth. His eldest surviving son was seventy-three years
of age, and his youngest just born, while his next youngest
was not quite two years old. A remarkable instance is that
of the Earl of Leicester, to whom, in 1893, there was born
a son, the FEarl being scventy-one years of age. By his
two marriages Lord Leicester has become the father of nearly
twienty children, and his cldest daughter, Lady Powerscourt,
must be about fifty ycars of age, a great difference hetween
ther and her little wstep-brother.  Williamm Prest, of (falphay,
near Ripon, died in April, 1789, aged 108. He was a labourer,
employed at Studley Park till within ten years of his death.
s left a widow and eight of a family, the fldest son being
eighty-eight and the youngest sixteeng,the difference in their
"ages$ being ¥aus seventy-two years.
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932. What lady accepted her second husband on the road
to the funeral of her first ? *

Catherine Tudor martied John Salisbury, and he died in
1826. 1In attending his funeral on the 10th of June in that
year, his widow was led to church by Sir Richard Clough, and.
from church by Mr. Maurice Wynn, of Gwedir, who whispered
to her his wish to be her second husband. She refused him
most civilly, at the same time informing him he was a little
too late, since she had accepted the proposals of Sir Richard
Clongh on her way to church. She assurcd hin®, however,
that should she lose and bury Sir Richard, he might depend on
being her third ; and this really happened, for after the death
of her second husband she was married to Mr. Wynn. Another
instance is that of Lady Annc, widow of Prince Edward, son
of Henry VL, who was foully murdered by the Dulie of
Gloucester and his colleagues at Tewkesbury. While conveying
the body of her husband from T.ondon to Chertsey for inter-
ment, she was met by Richard. Duke of Gloucester, and after
a lengthy war of words, the murderer of Jhe brave and
courageous Prince proposed, and was accepted.

9383. How many death-warrants has Queen Viectoria
signed during her reign?

Only one, which was for an execution in the Isle of ™an.
In Great Britain and Ireland no warrant is signed at all ; the
judge who tries and sentences the prisoners marks and signs
the calendar, which, with the sentence spoken in open court
by the judge, is the only authority the sheriff has for carrying
out the death sentence, bud on that authority, such as it is, the
sheriff is bound to see that the sentence is duly carried out.
In the case of a peer condemned to death in the court of the
Lord High Steward, that official would sign a warrant for tfe
execution, though if the sentence were passed in the court of
peers in Parliament, the execution would be authorized by
writ from the Sovereign. No such cases have occurred during
the present reign, but should any case oceéur in the court of
neers, the writ would probably issue, like other writs, out
of Her Majesty’s High Court of Judicatnre, witheut any signa-
ture or interference on the part of the Qucen. ’
934. Is every month of the year a harvest month in one

part of the world or another ?

Yes, the harvesting of crops is ccatinually going on in some
art of the world from January to December. The following
ist, though not exhaustive, shows the Harvest months in the

under-mentioned districty throughout the world « Jdnuary :
Australia, New Zealand, and Chili. Febuary and March:
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Eastern part of India and Ufoper Egypt. April : Asia Minor,
Cuba, Cyprus, Lower Eprt, ndia, Mexico, Persia, and Syria.
May ! Algerias Central Asia, China, Japan, Morocco, and
Texas. June: Southern France, Ereece, Italy, Portugal,
Spain, Turkey, and the Pacific and Southern States, U.S.A.
July : Southern England, Austria, France, Roumania, Southern
Russia, Upper Canada and New England, and the Nortk-
Western States, U.S.A. August: United Kingdom, Belgium
Denmark, Northern Germany, Holland, Poland, Centra
Russia, Lower Canada, Colombia, and Northern States, U.S.A.
Septemberc and October : Scotland, Norway, Sweden, .and
Northern Russia. November: Southern Africa and Peru.
December : Bengal, Burmah, and New South Wales.

985. Who, during the present decade, is the champion
. reeruiter of the British Army ?

Sergeant G. Ellison, of the Medical Staff Corps, Rochester
Row, Westminster, holds that position, having during the last
two years recruited and passed into the service 1,283 recruits.
The “sergeant has been comnfénded for his energy in this
respect by his superiors in high quarters. The number of
recruits raised in London and finally apjmoved in 1893 was
5,365 ; Manchester came second with nearly 1,000, then
Glasgow 922, Birmingham 850, and Dublin 717. The number
of rcoruits enlisted by Captain Sinclair, recruiting officer for
Edinburgh, was 411, as compared with 504 in the preceding

ear. The total number of recruits in 1893 was 35,195, or a
¥a,lling-o[f of 6,464 as compared with 1892. Of the total
pumber of 1893 recruits, 5,466 were enlisted as under standard,
and of these only 2,397 were still ufider standard on the 1st of
January, 1894. ;

986. Has anyone in this country ever been buried in a
chureh pillar ?

Clement Spelman, of Narburgh, in the County of Norfolk,
Recorder of Nottingham, who died in 1679, was buried in an
upright,position, inclosed in one of the pillars of Narburgh
Church, so that the inscription is directly against the face of
the deceased. This is believed to be the only instance of

urial in a church pillar, though there are a large number of
cases,of burial in an upright position. Some years ago, during
repairs to York Minster, it was found needful to jay bare a

art of the foundation, when it was discevered that in the
oandation of a pillar (that is, really, under the pillar proper) an
interment had taken place. Thoa body was that of a _bisEop in
is robes.” "At Brent Pelham, in Hertfordskire, there 18 a
monurfienf; in the ghurch wall, whicl'is said to have formerly
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borne an inscription commemorating (’Piers Shonks, the lord
of the manor. It consists of his stone coffin, occupying a hole
made in the wall to receive it, so that this stone coffin 1s seen
equally from inside and®outside the church. In the north wall
of the Church of Tremeirchion, in the diocese of St. Asaph, in
North Wales, a stone coffin containing the remains of a vicar
of that parish, who died about 1340, is placed in a similar
position, and there are several other similar tombs in various
parts of the country.

937. What is the length of the longest cqurtship on
record ?

Fifty-two years, that being the length of time over which
the courtship of Mr. Wagoner *and Miss Webb continued,
which in the early part of 1894 resulted in their being
married at Bath, New York ; the ages of bride and bridegroom
being seventy-six and seventy-eight respectively. A courtship
of over fifty years occurred in this country in the case of a
lady, residing near Folkestone, who was married in 1894 to a
widower, the bride’s age beiag seventy-five and that of the
bridegroom seventy-four. A remarkable wedding was cele-
brated at Bruges some years ago, on the fiftieth anniversary of
the courtship which resulted in this happy ending. Both bride
and bridegroom were over eighty years of age. An old news-
paper, published in the United States, contains the fo'owing
announcement : “ Married, at Bridgewater, December 16th,
1788, Captain Thomas Baxter, of 5uincy, aged sixty-six, to
Miss Whitman, of the former place, aged fifty-seven, after a
long and tedions courtship of forty-eight years, which they
both sustained with uncommon fortitude.”

938. What is the highest price ever paid for a bottle*
of champhgne ? .

Champagne has never exceeded £10 per bottle, and rarely
more than £2. Wines occasionally fetch extraordinary prices.
At a recent auction in London some Madeira, supposed to haves
been presented by Napoleon IIL, was sold at £3 3s. a bottle.
Tmperial Tokay has been sold at £3 a bottle. A few years ago
two bottles of old Burgundy were sold at £80 each. There
are a dozen cases of holy wine at the Hotel de Ville, or town-
hall, Bremen, which have been valued, considering the original

rice and cellarage and interest for 250.years, at £400,000

Eottle, £54,476 a glass, and £60 a drop. The Rothschilds are
in possession of some 1778 Madeira wine, which went down in
asﬁip avhich was wrecked at the mouth of the Scheldt., It
was not recovered until 1814. Forty-four bottles were sold to
Rothschild at £114 per bottle. N

¢ :
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939. Where was there, in this eountry, a railing made
from sword-blades ?

Such o railing was recently discovered by Lord Archibald
Campbell, President of the HighlandT Society, in a back yard
at Richmond. This curious vailing was originally set up by
Lord Tweeddale at Twickenham House, and is undoubtedly
made of swords, all bioken short off by some 6in., and placea
43in. apart pelpeudlcuhuly between two very stéut rails of
iron. Many of them are Highland broadswords of the well-
known type, and some of them grooved small-swords, stamped
with the famgous name of Andrea Ferrara. There is another
railing made_of swords in the Horse Armoury, Tower of
London. Tt is composed of swords which were used in the
Crimean War.

940. Where is the oldest lifeboat in the United Kingdom ?

At South Shields, on the Tyne. There the first lifeboat was
built by Ilenry Greathead, who shared with William Would-
have the honour of <being the first designer of the life-saving
hoats now statioped at all pointstof danﬂel round our coasts,
The first lifeboat was wrecked in 1830, while rescuing the
crew of the brig (utton ; and the second lifeboat, lnmed the
Tyne, was built and launched at South Shields in 1833,
Between 1833 and 1886 it was the means of saving 1,028
lives. ,This boat, now the oldest lifeboat in the llmted
ngd'om, is still maintained in a state fit for service if
required.

944. What is the smallest size of type a book has ever
been set in ?

Semi-nonpareil, in which size of type 288 lines are required

‘to make a foot. There are no fewer than 190 different widths

or thicknesses of types used in printing, which are of all sizes,
fiom the immense poster types one is accustomed to see on
hoardings, down to an infinitely small size that can only be
read b)f the aid of a magnifying glass. The body of 7%:- BL!S
is printed¥in bonrgeois type, of which 102 lines go to the foot.
There are, at least eleven sizes of type smaller than the bour-
geois, as shown in the following list, namely :—

L \ Lines to Lines to
Tyges. the ft. Types. the ft
Bourgeois ....... veens . 102 Ruby ...... geeeneeanaees 166
Brevier ......... U ) ! Pearl ..... 179
Minion ... ... 122 ¢ Diamond 204
Emerald 128 Gem ... ... 222
- Nonpareil 44 Brilliant ....... 238

‘Ruby Noupareil ... .. 162 Semi-onpareil ......... 288
[
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A little book called the ‘‘ Mite” was recently published. It is
set in brilliant, and the pages are ten centimétres by seven
centimeétres. The Oxford Ifnivcrsity Press publish an edition
of the Bible in this small type. Another typographical
curiosity is a copy of a French translation of Dante’s “ Divine
Comedy,” which was exhibited at the Paris Exhibition of 1882.
t'he tiny volume is less than half an inch square, and consists
of 500 pages, to make which only two sheets of printer’s paper
were required. It contains in all 14,323 verses, and is set in
semi-nonpareil.

942, 'How many bankrupt nations are there fn Europe ?

Turkey was declared bankrupt in 1876. The creditors came
to an arrangement, and certain revenucs were assigned to
them in payment of interest on a reduced scale. An enormous
sum, about £30,000,000, is still owing tp Russia for the war
indemnity. The finances of Portugal are in an unsatisfactory
condition, too, the expenditure for 1893-4 being about £1,000,000
more than the revenue. The National Debt amounts to £31
per head of population. The King in 1892 sacrificed a fifth
of his civil list for the relief of the Treasury. Roumania is
in about the same condition. The public debt for a poor
country like this is enormous, being about £5 a head of the
population. Spain is deeply in debt and very poor, but is
doing her best to keep her head above water. Italy is spending
so much on her navy and army that, if she does not take care,
she will have to go into the bankruptecy court, like Turkey.
Great Britain and Prussia are said to be the only two European
nations which raise sufficient revenue to guarantee a permanent
equilibrium of the annwal Budget. This country has made
during the past quarter of a century, and still continues to
make, provision for vonsiderable reductions of her outstanding
National Debt, which in 1817 stood at over 848 millions, and
is now under 672 millions. France has the largest National
Debt, namely, over 1,200 millions, or very nearly £32 per head
of population. .

943. What is the weight of the twelve largest pears
gathered off one tree in any season ?

In the garden at Headington Hill, near Oxford, of Mr.
Thomas Arnall, head postmaster of that city, in the year 1093,
twelve pears were gathered from one tree, whose aggregate
weight amounted to 27lb. Goz. The weight of the largest wad
3lb. 8oz. : that of the next three ‘n weight, 21b. oz each ; and
the weight of the smallest of them was 1}Ib. These remark-
able pears wore grown on an espalier free against a brick wall,
They were of the variesy called Uvedales St. Gergnain, '
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944, What is the largest number of brass bands that
have psrformed at any one entertainment ?

One hundred and fifteen, that number of brass bands having
performed at a féte or contest at the Crystal Palace on the
10th of July, 1860. The next largest number of brass bands
Berforming at one entertainment was thirty-three, at a brass-

and contest a few years ago, at the Belle Vie Gardens,
Manchester, the first prize being valued at £111. A large
number of brass-band contests take place every year in the
northern counties and in Scotland. Over 100 brass-band ¢on-
tests took place in the summer of 1893 in Lancashire and
Yorkshire, and 250 different bands took part in them. In 1883
there was only one brass band in the Salvation Army, com-
{)osed of a father and his sons; by 1890 it had 8,550 brass
bandse of which many have on some occasions combined ; in
1893 it had 12,229 bands.

945. In which part of the world has the week only six
days? “ c
There is a,small island in the South Pacific where there only
appear to be six days in the week. This extraordinar
phenomenon is brought about by the location of the island.
Travellers .round the world are acquainted with the fact that
time i lost while travelling east, and gained while travelling
west, the difference of time in a transatlantic journex alone
being about four hours. Chatham Tsland is just on the line of
demarcation between times and dates. The island is so near
the Antarctic region that days and nights are altogether mixed
up, from the idea of an ordinary individual ; and this plan of
.. jumping the afternoon of one day and the morning of the next has
een adopted, so as to keep in line with the almanac. Weeks in
difttrent parts of the world vary in length. Amongst the natives
of the cataract region of the Congo, four days form a week, while
amongst the Chineseand Tibetans the week has five dae's, named
- after the five elements—iron, wood, water, feathers, and
earth. The Romans of ancient times had a nine-days week,
while the Greeks used the decennial system, and thus had a
ten-days week. The French Revolution altered the seven-
days week into a decade of ten days, but the system introduced
in 1793 was abrogated in 1805.

b46. Which publie-house in this country claims to have
.. = the most elaborate decorations ?

"+The Talbot public-houvse at Nottingham is more elaborately
decorated than any other public-house én this country, all the
.walls being <overed with paintings done in a most artistic
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manner, and the ceilings ornamented with elaborate decora-
tious. The Talbot is the largest as well as the mostgemag-
nificently got-up public-house in the United Ilingdom. The
Feathers, a well-known ancient hostelry in Ludlow, is one
of the most striking and handsome of the timber-ribbed, par-
g=ted buildings in Englaud, rich in various devices, including
the Prince of Wales’s feathers, adopted as the sign of the house
in the time of King Arthur. Many of the rooms have beautiful
panellings of carved oak and quaintly moulded ceilings. The
Crown and Treaty, locally styled the “ Crown and, Treat ye,”
in Uxbridge, has several elaborately decorated rooms. It was
originally a mansion, the seat of the Bennets, who afterwards
became Karls of Arlington and Tankerville, and in 1644, when
known as Mr. Carr’s house, was the scene of the conference
between representatives of King Charles,and his Parliament,
which resulted in a treaty, and earned for the house the name
of the Treaty House. The great room in which the conference
took place still remains in its original state, as does also the
presence chamber, another fiie apartment wainscoted with
dark oak.

947. What animal has the greatest number of ribs?

Snakes have a greater number of ribs than any other animal
the number of ribs varying according to species. The bpa or
python has the greatest number, having no fewer than 320

airs of ribs. The rattlesnake has 171 pairs. The python or

oa sometimes attains to an enormous size, and has been
reported Ly credible anthorities as reaching the length of 30ft.
The shark, has ninety-five pairs of ribs, and the conger-eel
sixty. The cholopus, or two-toed sloth, has forty-six ribs,
twenty-three on each side, as against the twenty-four ribs of
man. The bradypus, or three-toed sloth, has thirty-two.

948. Which actor is credited with being the most expert
swordsman ? : .

Mr. Henry Irving. He has fought more stage duels than
any other actor, past or present. He and Mr. Alexander used
to display great artistic skill in the encounter in “ Macbeth,”
although the fight was concluded off the stage. The second
act of “The Dead Heart” also contains a fine duel scene.
When produced a few years ago at the Lyceum, after “ Mae-
beth,” the duel was a downright match between the famous
tragedian and Mr. Bancroft. who rose to the occasion, and
rendered his death-scene in a praisesvorthy manner. For
several weeks before the production of this play the copnbatants
diligently rehearsed at M. Bertrand’s, in Wagwick Street, where »
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thirty years ago M. Fechter and Mr. Hermann Vezin rehearsed,
under the same tuition, the duel scene in “ Hamlet.” The
fenciag at the Lyceum has become famous for its vigour and
finesse, and tne duels that have been enacted are noted for
being archaxologically correct. Among such duels are those in
“Faust,” “ Macbeth,” and ** Ravenswood.” :

949. Where was a concert given by fiva thousand
abstainers ?

At the National Temperance Jubilee Féte, held at the
‘Crystal Palace, on September 6th, 1882, there were two, con-
certs, one given at two o'clock by 5,000 juvenile abstainers,
and one at four o'clock by 4,000 adults, both being conducted
by Mr. J. A. Birch, Mr. C. S. Jekyll presiding at the organ.
Some 50,000 total abstainers and their friends celebrated this
jubilee year of the temperance movement. In the fifth annual
festival of the National Temperance Choral Union, held at the
Crystal Palace on the 10th of July, 1894, a concert was given
by 5,000 abstainers.

950. Which kind of building stone best resists the action
of fire ?

A new kind of building stone-or material called fossil coral,
which is peing worked in the Bay of Suva, Fiji, resists the
action of fire better than any other natural building stone.
Wheli first worked it is so soft that it can casily be cuat into
any desired form, but it soon hardens after exposure to the
air, and has then all the characteristics of fire-brick. Another
building stone which resists the action of fire is peperino,
so named from the black scoric-like peppercorns with
which it is studded. It includes Lapis Albanus and Lapis

> (Gabinus, both stones of volcanic origin, being, in fact,
a conglomerate of ashes, gravel, and fragments of lava,
This fire-proof building stone is still quarried near Rome;
and in past ages contributed largely to the material used
. in building the oldest and most durable parts of the city.
Of theé sandstones —known as fire stones-- Reigate stone
is the best resister of fire. Windsor Castle, Hampton Court,
and many Metropolitan buildings are built of this stone,
Another 18 Minera stone, quarried near Wrexham. It is
laigely used in Liverpool, and has been recently ifitroduced
into the London market, being used on acconnt of its durabje
‘and fire-proof qualities in building the Ndtional Safe Deposit
Company’s offices in the Mvutropolis. Several builders speak
- very highly of the firg-resisting properties of York stonej
‘that variety known as Howley Park stone havifig on various
, oceasions registed enormous heat, RN 7
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951. Wlich bird yields the most expensive feathers ?

One of the bird of paradise species, a rare and heautiful
bird which frequents the hannts of the tiger, and the feaghers
of which, therefore, cannot be obtained withoul great danger
to those who hunt out the bird called the “feriwah.” The
tuft in the Prince of Wales's crown is said to consist of
feathers plucked from this bitd when alive, and to be
valued at £§0,000. The “mirasol,” one of the birds of the
Province of Buenos Ayres, in the Argentine Republie, yiclds
very expensive feathers, which bring in the market over
£200 per Ib.  Ostrich feathers have always held a pge-eminent
position among ornamental feathers, and in supplying the

. demand, the ostrich scemed at one time to be in danger of
extermination. D’rime white feathers fetched from £20 to £50
per Ib,, and in one year Cape Colony exported over £1,000,000
worth of ostrich feathers. In the early history of ostrich farms, as
much as £1,000 was given for particularly well-known birds of
superior plumage, and the profits to those who first domesti-
cated the bird were enormous.  The annual yield of each bird
—which is deprived twice a yoar of its plumes—is estimated
at £15 ; and to keep the monopoly of the new industry, the
Cape Parliament imposed an export tax of £100 on each bird
and £5 on each egg sent out of the country.

152. Has there ever been a female bull-fighter ?

Johanna Maestrick, who was born at Berlin, and went, ..hen
quite a child, with her parents to Portugal, became a successful
bull-fighter. When she was seventeen years of age, a teacher
of the art of bull-fighting who saw her was struck with her
size and beauty, and offergd to tiain her as a torrera, and she
made her first appearance in that capacity in an arena at
Oporto. A huge crowd collected to witness her performance.
She quickly laid two bulls in the sand, and rode off, followed
by aqmnd of music and thunders of applause. In 1889 she
carried off,the first prize at the beauty show held at Lisbon.
Bull-fighting, though a dangerous occupation, is a well-paid and
highly respected one, for the most popular bull-fighter in Spain
gets £1,000 for each performance.

453. Which sehool of art in this country has the best
examination results ?

For the last two years the Birmingham School of Ai. has
taken leading poxition with the best exmnination results,
closely followed by those of Bradfogd and Brighton, the latter
'of which has 500 art students, The leading schools of art in
Scotland are those of Fettes College, ate Edinburgh, Gordon’s
College, Aberdéen, and Madras College, St. Andrews, This
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year's report of the Department of Science and Art of the
Committee of Council on Education states that in the art
dividion for tue year ending August 31st, 1893, there were
19,877 elementary schools, where 2,086,946 scholars were taught
drawing and were examined under the regulations of the
Department. Of these schools 829 were in Scotland, 87 in
Ireland, 41 in the Isle of Man, and 18 in Jersey. The grauts
earned for drawing in 1893 amounted to £152,860, as compared
with £133,008 in 1892,

954, When were paid surgeons first employed in the
army ?

The records of the medical service of the British Army reach
back to a very ancient date. Gore says that the first mention
of army surgeons occurs in 1223. The first notice of the em-

loyment of paid surgeons in the army was in 1296, when
Philip Beauvais, surgeon to Edward I.’s army in Scotland,
received for his services a suin equivalent to about £850 of
our money. Hettry V. had one surgeon and twelve assistants
in his army, gvhose precederve ranked below barbers and
above washerwomen, and whose pay was fourpence a day.
In 1417, before starting again for I'rance, Henry V. issned
a Royal warrant to press as many surgeons for the service
as Mortsede could find. Mortsede was a great favourite, and
wasnjoined to find a certain staff of assistants and a retinue
of archers. .He was styled the Knight Surgeon, was Sheriff of
Léndon, and also held a combatant commission. This double
commission recurred later on in the earlier wars in India, when
it was not uncommon for a surgeon to hold in addition a
commission as a combatant otticer: In 1557 surgeons were
specially appointed for the ordnance service, and they continued
from that time to be vegularly attached to the staff of generals
irt the field. The earliest trace of a distinct administrative
organization is said to date from 1756, when Lord Barrington
as Secretary of War, was directed to establish a hospitaj
board for the medical service of the army, then intended to
take the field.

95656. Have Bank of England notes ever been at a
L discount ? )
Several times. In 1696, two years after its charter was

<. granted, the Bank was involved in great difficulties, arisin
out of the debased currency and the nécessity of a general
re-zoinage, strongly urged“by Sir Isaac Newton. The Bank
- yas obliged to suspepd payment of its uotes, which were at
" discount of 20 per cent. The fear of intasion in 1797
. 'was thé bezinning of the most tryig period in the Bank’s
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history. In 1801-2-3, with an increased paper issue, the notes

fell to a discount of {from 8 to 10 per cent., and, recovering for
a while in 1804, remained at a discount of 24 percent. till 4808,
which increased to from 13 to 16 per cent. in 1809 and 1810.
As the over-issue was not checked, and the expenses of war
increasingly crippled the business of the nation,.the notes
continued to.fa.llpm value till 1814, when, at a discount of 25
er cent.,, they reached the point of greatest depreciation.
eir value rapidly rose after the close of the revolutionary
wars in 1815 ; so that, in 1818, the value of a £5 Bank of
England note was £4 17s. From 1797 the paymentsof Bank of
England notes in gold was suspended till 1821, when specie
iayments were resumed. At first, none of the Bank of
ingland notes were under £20 ; but in 1759 it began to issue
notes for £10; and £5 notes were first issued in 1793.

956. Which bridge over the Thames took the lougest

time to build ?

The old stone London Bridge took thirty-three years to
build, having been commenced by Peter of Colachurch in 1176,
and not completed till 1209. It was 926ft. long, 40ft. wide,
about 60ft above the water, and stood upon nineteen pointed
arches, between which were massive piers. A handsome stone
chapel, dedicated to Thomas & Becket, stood upon the centre
pier, and appears to have been the only building erected on
the i)ridge at its foundation ; though, in course of time, a row
of houses on each side was added. The present bridge, from
the designs of Sir John Reunnie, was commenced in 1824, and
opened by William IV. apd his queen on the 1st of August,
1831. It cost half a million sterling. The Tower Bridge took
a little more than eight years in building. The foundation
was laid by the Prince of Wales on June 21, 1886, and the
bridge was opened by him on July 7th, 1894.

957. Who holds the championship of the world as a

draughts-player ?
Mr. James Ferrie, who was born at Greenock in Decem-

-ber, 1857. The match for the draughts championship

between Ferrie and Mr. James Wyllic —the celebrated
“ Herd Laddie,” now in his seventy - seventh year — was
commenced in the Ram’s Horn Hall, Ingram Street,
(lasgow, on Tth April, 1894, and was brought to a close
after twenty-four days’ play on the 8th of May. Ferrie o
two occasions, and Wyllie on one, took advantage of the
clause in the articles which allowed $he players a couple ot
days’ rest—a new featvre in a draughts contest, but one which

,is quite common in chess matches. The 31u.mber of games (94),
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agrecd upon to decide the match is altogether unprecedented.
At the end of jthe match, the scores stood thus: Ferrie, 13 ;
Wyllie, 6 ; driwn, 69 ; with six of th? stipulated 94 games to
play. Over 500 persons witnessed the match the second
Saturday after it commenced. To accommodate the spectators,
a couple of large wall-boards, about 4ft. square, were brought
into requisition, and on these the moves were roproduced as
made by the actual contestants.

958. Have any British peers been musieal composers ?

The Brifish peer most distinguished as a musical composer
was Garrett Wellesley, second Barou Mornington, in the peer-
age of Ireland, born Jaly 19th, 1735, in the County of Meath,
and advanced to the dignities of Viscount Wellesley, of
Dangan Castle, and larl of Mornington, on October 20th,
1760~ In his mnth year he played the second part in Corcli’s
sonatas on the violin ; which instrumnent he at fourteen dis-
carded for the harpsichord. Dublin University conferred on
him the degree of Doctor of Music, and subsequently elected
him professor o° that faculty. He died May 22nd, 1781. Some
of his compesitions, chiefly vocal, were for church, and are found
among the choir-books of St. Patrick’s Cathedral at Dublin. One
of his sons, the eleventh Iarl of Westmorland, was also musical,
and composed several Italian operas. It was chiefly through
his eXertions that the Royal Academy of Music was established
in 1823. The Earl of Mar is the composer of several pieces of
Church music. Bishops and archbishops, who are spiritual
peers, are also to be counted among composers of music,
mostly of a sacred character.  Bishop Turton’s chauts and
hymn tunes are in common use, and the present Archhishop
of York is the composer of several hymns and tunes in
“Hymns Ancient and Modern.”  King Osecar of Sweden is an
instrumentalist and vocalist of no mean order; he is also a
composer. 'The Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, in addition to
being a talented violinist, has also composed several pieces of
musica The Queen of the Delgians is probably the finest
harpist in Europe.

959. What is the highest price ever quoted for shares in

« , any mining company ?

£800 for £1 shares. This was in the Devon Great Consols
Company, which was established in 1844 and registered as
Limited in 1872, The company’s eapital was £51,200, in
10,240 shares of £5 each, but it has been worked with a
capital of £10,240, as £1 per share only was called up until
recently, shen 10s. per shaic more was paid. [t was origi-
‘nally started with 1,090 shares of £1 each, but got enormously
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rich, when the price of these £1 shares went up to £800.
A year or two afterwards the mine was paying £45,000
to. £50,000 a year in dividends. The dividcnds are now
nil, and have becn since December, 1880. The shares
of the famous Broken Hill Silver Mine, in New
Scuth Wales, are said to have been quoted‘ as high
as fifty times thcir nominal valne. They reached £85 some
years ago. The mine is worked night and day in three 8-hour
shifts, and over 2,000 hands are employed. In May, 1894, at
the end of the half-year, the yield is said to have been higher
than any ever obtained in a week at any other mine in the
world.- " The silver yield that week was 675,9130z., lead 1,822
tons, and there were 1,347 tons ofematte, containing 595 tons
of copper. The values of that week’s products were : Silver,
£84,375 ; lead, £16,398 ; and copper, £6,000; or a total
monetary value of £106,773. At the start of the miue, not
more than ten years ago, one-third of the property, now worth
upwards of £14,000,000, was sold for £200.

960. Have soap-bubbles ever been frozen ¢

Professor Dewar, in the course of his lectures a* the Royal
Tustitution on the solid and liquid state of matter, showed his
audience many effects of the intense cold of liquid air, and
exhibited some very interesting experiments with soap-bubbles.
Not only is the liquid air itself extremely chilly, bu. the
gaseous air, always simmering away from it, 1s nearly as cold.
Mr. Lennox devised a vacuum jacketed champagne glass for
showing this fact. The professor, having formed some soap-
bubbles, lowered them int» the atmosphere of the champagne
glass, when the fragile films were immediately frozen and lay
like broken egg-shells on the surface of the fluid, but without
losing in any way théir beautiful iridescent tints.

961. Where in this country is the finest collection of
ancient musieal instruments ? ~

In the Royal College of Music, Kensington Gore, London, in’
a room known as the Donaldson Museum, is tke finest ¢ollection
of ancient musical instruments in this and probably in any
other country. Mr. Donaldson, who has presented it to that
institution, has been collecting it all over Europe during the
last thirty years. Among these instruments may be fovnd
many of great historical iiterest. There are two ivory and
ebony mandolines presented to the Venetian Ambassador to
Madrid, Francesco Pesarro, one of the last of the Doges; an
inlaid guitar and crimson leather case, which bears the embler.s
and arms of the Dauphi. of France, afterwards Lonis XV. ; an
Italian spinet of the sixteenth century, signed Joan..is Celestini >
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Veniti, MDXCIII, ; some Irish bagpipes, once the property of
the late celebrated Tom Mahone, of Finea, West Meath, to
whom they were presented by the Queen on her first visis to
Ireland. Thére is also the clavicytlterium, or upright spinet,
the oldest keyboard stringed instrument existing. One of the

uitars is, believed to have belonged to the ill-fated David,
%(izzio. One of the finest private collections in this country
belongs to Mr. Taphouse, Oxford. It is confined"to keyboard
stringed instruments which existed prior to the introduction
of the modern pianoforte.

962. Is tlere a quadruped that lays eggs ?

Those curicus quadrupeds, the lowest of the mammalia, the:
ornithorhynchus, or duck-billed Ela,typus, and the echidna, or
porcupine ant-eater, lay eggs. The home of these animals is
in Australasia, and,the aborigines have always asserted tho
truth of this fact, but no proof of its truth, which was doubted
by some, was obtained till 1884, when Mr. W. H. Caldwell’s
discoveries put the matter beyond a doubt. The ornithorhyn-
chus lays two 6egs at a time (epch about three-quarters of an
ireh long) in'a rough nest within its burrow, which often
extends to the length of 50ft. The echidna’s eggs, after being
laid, are carried in a pouch until they are hatched. The duck-
bill, whick has the body and fur of an otter, with a hill like
that of a duck, makes its nest at the end of a long burrow
and Yines it with grass. The spiny ant-eaters are toothless,
long-tongued, three or five clawed animals, and covered with
spines like the hedgehog.

963. What peeress has expendqd most money in this
country for benevolent purposes ?

Baroness Burdett-Coutts. Her great inherited wealth has
been lavished unstintingly on benevolent schemes. She has
Dbeen munificent in her gifts to the Established Chureh St.
Steplien’s, Westminster, being a typical instance of the liber-
ality °in this direction which she has shown in providing
churches and schools in various poor districts, as far apart as
London and Carlisle. The Home at Shepherd’s Bush and the:
Sewing School in Spitalfields which she founded have provided
shelter, work, and comfort for thousands of women. For a
pﬁrely‘benevo]ent purpose she purchased Nova Scatia Gardens
when it was perhaps the worst spot in the East-end for
qualor and filth, and erected the dwellings, for poor
families, which now form “Columbia Sguare. %sﬁe laid out
the churchyard of Qld St. P&ncras as a %varden for the
saerounding- poor, and since the death of “the Earl of

. Shaftestfury she has heen the President and most liberal
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supporter of the Children’s Protection Sotiety. At a time of
great distress she aided the Scotch at Girvan tg emigratg, and
similarly helped the Irish at Skibbereen. Though she has
distributed so much in this country, her generosity has found
further exercise elsewhere, especially in the endowment of
s%yeral Colonial bishopries. The Baroness is said to have
offered a qugrter of a million sterling to the Government for
the use of the destitute in Ireland.

964. Whieh British celebrity had the largest head?

Joseph Hume, the well-known member of Parliament and
advocate of reform in various branches of the public service,
who sat for Weymouth, Aberdeen. Middlesex, Kilkenny, and
Montrose, the last-named seat being held from 1842 till his
death in 1865. Mr. Hume’s head required an 83-sized hat, 7
being the average Briton’s size. The following is a list of the
sizes of hats worn by several eminent men : Dean Stanley, 63 ;
Lord Beaconsfield, 7; H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 7 full;
Charles Dickens, 74 : John Bright, 7} ; Lord Macaulay, 7§ ;
Mr. Gladstone, 7§ ; Wm. Thackeray, 7§ ; Archoishog of York
(Thomson), 8 full. The Scotch head is larger than the English
—York has the largest English range, Cambridge next, then

Oxford. The professors of the Scotch Universities average

Zg;y. The following figures show the hats required by ordinary
u

1t Englishmen : —
Percentage of  Percentage of

hats smaller hats larger

than 7. th

London University hats ... 126 .. ... 34 . ... 40
Ovdinary hats... . g o 36 .. .. B .. 0D
Livery hats ... ... .. .. 12 .. .. 8 .. .. 8
965. What is the average earning power of a railway
carriage ? r

Dividipg the receipts applicable to passenger traffic on the
railways of Great Britain by the total number of vehicles
comprising the coaching plant, the average yearly revenue
yarned per carriage comes out pretty near to £650. It may,

-consequently, be laid down that a carriage, during the twenty

to twenty-five years it is supposed to “run,” earns on an
average a total sum of from £13,000 to £16,000. The to*al
yearly receipts from the passenger traffic of the railways of
the United Kingdom, according to fhe* published returr
for 1893, were £35,662,816, and the total number of carriages
used for the conveyance of passengers, 54,865. Of course,
a very large number of these carriages are only used for
holiday and other eme-gencies, while several thouspnds are
rarely seen on active service. ' - £ ;
k.
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966. Who is the gweatest living violin maker ?

In ,America,the most famous violin maker is George
Gemiinder, ofeAstoria, N.Y. His sugcesses, demonstrated at
London in 1851, Paris in 1867, Vienna in 1873, Amsterdam in
1883, and at many other world’s fairs, are undisputed evidence
of this great master’s art, and several special works are in his
possession, valued as highly as the wark of the hest masters.
Probably the most famous violin maker on the Continent is
Johann Reiter, of Mittenwald, a small Bavarian town, where
the violin, industry is very extensively carried on. This
renowned maker has made, with his own hands, over 200
violins, and bLetween twenty and thirty ’cellos, which have
found their way to all parts of the world.

967. What is the youngest age at which anyone has been
married in this country ?

Two years. Jane, daughter of Sir William Brereton, was in
the sixteenth centfiry, when only two years of age, married to
John Sommerfprd, her senior By one year only. Both bride
and bridegrpom were carried in arms into church, where the
words of t%e marriage ceremony were spoken for them.
Robert Parr, of Rochford, was married at the age of three.
In the case of Gilbert Gerard, who at the age of five was¢
marripd to Emma Talbot, the lady was six years of age. The
cases of child marriage where the ages of bride and bride-
groom ranged from eight to eleven years were fairly numerous
in the olden times, more especially in the diocese of Chester,
the marriages having usually been arranged by the pargnts or
relatives as a matter of barter or mutual interest. When the
parties came of age they frequently confirmed these *baby
weddings.”

9608. Was a train ever stopped by a mouse ?

Such was the case on one of the Italian railways some time
ago. 1t appears that the electrical apparatus in use on these
lines, upon the departure of a train from a station, rings six
strokes upon a gong in the next station. The station-master at
Capri, hearing three strokes when there should have been six,
came to, the conclusion that there was something wrong on
the litie, and ordered up the electrical signals of warning. The
ktra.in, which was by this time under full headway, came to
e. dead atop. Inquiry established the fact that everything was
rigkt on’the line, and the train was ordered forward after some
ay. The station-master now thought of lgoking at his
gorig, and there he found, stuck fast hetween the cogs of the
« electrical agparatps, a mouse. The unhappy animal happened
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to be in the interior of the clock when it “struck one,” and
was caught by the wheels. On one occasion, a train running
between Loudun and Chatellerault suddenly ran into asdense
mass of locusts which had got on the line. They completely
clogged the machinery, and effectually brought the train to a
standstill. A stoppage of two hours was caused ; a party of
labourers taking that timne to clear the line of the obstructing
insects. *

969. Was an M.D. degree ever conferred on a self-

taught workman ?

Such a degree was in 1888 conferred by the U niversity of
Heidelberg on a self-taught artisan, Karl Umbach, who had
never attended any gymnnasium or realschule, and who while
employed at a dye-works had, though not attending any school
of medicine, merited the degree of M.D.  In 1887 he presented
an able disscrtation upon *The influence of antipyrin upon
secretions,” which was most favourably judged by Dr. Kilme,
of Heidelberg, and Professor Rencki, of Berne, and printed
at Stuttgart. Umbach then went through an examination
by six professors of the medical faculty w.th such success
that, according to the statutes, the degree of Docto. of Medicine
and Surgery had to be conferred upon him as well and legiti-
wately won. Dr. John Hunter, born 1728, was apprenticed
to a cabinet-maker, but offered his services as anatomical
assistant to his brother William in London, and becaiué him-
self a most distinguished surgeon, a bold and skilful operator,
and, above all, one of the most renowned comparative anato-
mists. Hunter's Museum was purchased by Government for
£15,000. :

970. Which publi¢ leecturer commands the biggest fees ? .

Mrs. Victoria Woodhull, the wife of Mr. T. Biddulph Martin,
received from a New York impresario £50,000 for fifty
lectures- delivered at various towns in America, or at the rate
of £1,000 a lecture. The subject was the rotten state of
society and the necessity for reform. Dr. T. de Witt Talmage, *
of Brooklyn Tabernacle, reccives from his congregation
£3,000 a year, but for many years past has made twice
as much by lecturing. When he visited Europe he is said
to have been offered £12,000 for a series of lectures, but
to have declined the offer. In 1899 Mr. H. M. Stanley,
the African explorer, received 300 guineas for every lectur>
that he delivered, his fec havime risen from fiftzen guineas,
which it was three or four years earlier. In 1891, on
an Americas lecturing tour, it was %stimated that he made
about £20,000. The scale of his lecture fees then ranged from
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£70 to £500 a night, the seats on stage or platform being

sold at £1 to £2 each. The returns for 110 lectures in this
count~y and in.America amounted to something like £55,000.
In six months Mr. George Kennar’s lectures in America
brought in £8,000. Lieutenant Peary, the Arctic explorer,
made £4,000 in three months. Mr, Max O'Rell (Paul Blouet),
another very popular and successful lecturer, has cleared large
sums in the United States, and even in Africa, 4t Johannes-
burg, his receipts for one week were £1,058.

971. Which European Power has been most frequently at
wap during the last fifty years ?

Great Britain, which, during the last fifty years, has been °

engaged in over forty wars.” Indeed, scarcely a year of this
period has passed in which our country has not had a war on
hand in some part of the world. These wars may thus be
summarized : Sikh War, 1845-6 ; Caffre War, 1846 ; War with
China, 1847 ; Afghan War, 1849 ; Sikh War, 1848-9 ; Burmese
War, 1850; Caffre War, 1851-2; Burmese Wars, 1852 and
1853 ; Crimea, 1854 ; Chinese "Var, 1856-8 ; Indian Mutiny,
1857 ; Maorj War, 1860-1 ; Wars with China, 1860 and 1862 ;
Maori War, 1863-6 ; Ashantee War, 1864 , Bhootanese, 1864 ;
Abyssinian War, 1867-8 ; Bazotees, 1868 ; Maori War, 1868-9 ;
Looshais, 1871 ; Ashantee, 1873-4; Caffre, 1877; Zulu,
1878-9; Afghan War, 1878-80 ; Basutoland, 1879-81 ;
Transvaal, 1879-81 ; Egyptian War, 1882 ; Soudan, 1884-89 ;
Burmah, 1885-1892; Zanzibar, 1890; India, 1890; and
Matebele, 1894.

972. What is the greatest number of ecalls per hour
ever done on the telephone ?

One hundred and eighty-five. This feat was performed at
the®New York Central Telegraph Exchange by a young Irish
operator who had less than twelve months’ experiente ut the
switchboard. At some of the busy London Exchanges there
are cleversoperators who, on special occasions, have called
between 400 and 500 subscribers in a foremoon. The S§t.
Louis (U.S.) Telephone Company wished all its 3,755 sub-
scribers a happy new year on the 1st of January, 1894, by
dividipg the system into ten sections worked by ten operators.
Thirty seconds were allowed to each subscriber for a response.
"The fastest operator was a Mr. Donough,*who called 514
subscribers,in 3 hours 27 minutes, and got 260 responses,
found five lines engaged, five ont of service. and 255 not
employed. The mean speed over all was 113 calls an hour for
3 hours 19 minutes, which is very smart work.
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973. Are the gates of any town still kept locked betwecn
sunset and sunrise ?

In Seonl, the capital of Corea, may e seen, rear the ‘Royal
Palace, the famous bell which for over 400 years has given the
signal for the closing of the city gates at dusk and their open-
irg at dawn, and which has nightly rung the curfew, warning
all citizens ander pains and penalties to keep within their
doors. Xxcept the Joppa Gate, all the entrances to Jerusalem
are closed each night at sunset : a custom as old, at least, as
the days of Joshua. At the noon of Friday, the Mohammedan
Sunday, the gates are shut for an hour, when the faithful

» hurry to pray before the Mosque of Omar. The shutting of
the gates has had its origin in a belief among the Moslems
that the Christians would, at some time, take the Holy City
during the great hour of prayer, if his precaution were
neglected. The only connection between the rock on which
Gibraltar stands and the mainland of Spain is a narrow strip
of sand, and the only entrance to the town en that side is by
two gates, which, of course, ar= closed at night. The fortified
towns of Stragburg and Metz close their gate.. from sunset to
sunrise, and Vittoria, Badajos, and Salamanca, in Spain,
preserve the same custom.

974. Has any athletic meeting for the blind ever been
held ? .

A very successful athletic meeting was held at Upper Nor-
wood in 1894 in connection with the twenty-first anniversary
of the Royal Normal College for the Blind. In the figure
skating contest, Miss Hainah Nellie Ad4ms and Miss Nellie
Wetherall took the prizes given by the National Skating Asso
ciation ‘n this competition. The sports alsoincluded swimming
and diving, cycling in twelves, eights, and sixes, for both male
and female competitors, an exhibition of exercises with dumb-
bells and wands, and other athletic competitions. In 1893
a curious sight was witnessed near the Blind Asylum in Avenue
Road, St. John’s Wood, London. About fifty blind cyclists,

s led h{ one seeing man, mounted their machines just out-
side the Swiss Cottage, and rode for a spin to Hatfield and
back, a distance of over thirty miles. In May, 1893, a
party of blind cyeclists, students from the Royal Morthal
College for the Blind, at Upper Norwood, started from London
to Birmingham, calling at the Mansion House on their way.
On June 11th, 1804, at Horwich, hear Bolton, in Lancashire, a
foot-race took place, in the*presence, of some 3,000 peopl
between a latie man named Barrett 4nd a blind man nam
Higgins ; the distance being about one }nile 200 yacds. The,
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lame man had five minutes start, and was 500 yards ahead
when hiis opponent started. Hizgins walked in splendid style,
but failed to ovbrtake Bariett, who won by about sixty yards.
The husband of the National Schoof mistress, New Radnor,
some years ago, was totally blind, and yet well known as the
fastest walker in the parish.

f
975. How many platelayers are aceidentally killed every
year in the United Kingdom ?

Taking the average of the six years 1888-93 it is found
that 111 platelayers were killed annually by accideat on
British railways, the actnal tigures for the respective years
being 86, 91, 109, 136, 109, and 136. TFor the first six months *
of the year 1894 the number killed was 56, and 59 werc
injured, which is much about the average in recent years for
both «classes of catastrophes. A certain proportion of these
fatalities are met with when walking, crossing, or stand-
ing on the line while on duty, and by Dbeing struck by
projecting loads of waggons, ete., but for thc most part
they arc the rpsult of beingmsurprised and cut down by
passing trains. © For the year which ended in December, 1893,
the aggregate number of miles travelled by trains in the
United Kingdom was 322,841,802, represeuting one platelayer
killed for every 2,373,837 miles traversed. Ordinary railway=
men have eight chances to one of escaping with their lives in
zasc of accident ; but for the platelayer the odds are,five to
four on death. During the year 1894 a platelayer was
mangled on the average every thirty-five hours.

376. Are there in this country any sailing matches for
Yyachts steered by ladies ?

There is an annual sailing match for yachts on th. Clyde,
steered by lady members of the Clyde Corinthian Yacht Ciub.
There are twenty lady members of the club, and in the two
races in the sailing matches in July, 1894, twelve yachts
entered and_ten sailed, four in the first race and six in the
second. E.'S. Parker’s Iinella won the first race, but only by
cane minute, after deducting the time allowance of eleven
minutes in respect of her greater size over the yachts of her
opponents. - In 1887 the Castle Yacht Club, of Calshot, was
estiblished, and ladies were admitted to membership. The club

tup a fewraces in which the ladies steered, agd the success of
fge enterprise far exceeded the expectation of its promoters. At
first the only two ladies who Yigured as yacht-owners as well as
skiopers were Miss Mabel Cox, of the Maacap, and Miss
Hamhiersley, of the Dulcie. The first match with ladies at

»~

the helm begurred [on the 25th SeptemBer, 1889, over a course
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ﬂn‘tly in Southampton Water and partly jn the Solent. Miss
arvey steered Queen Mab, which was declared the winner.
Amongst the many celebrities at the recent*Cowes Regatta,
was Miss Maud Sutt8n, daughter of the lale Sir Richard
Sutton. She is owner of the Jlorwena, which has already
won many victories on the Clyde. Miss Sutton steered her
$acht to victory thirty times during 1893. The Royal Winder-
mere Yachg Club, some years ago, had a competition in which
each yacht throughout was steered by a lady.

977. Has fire-resisting glass ever been made ?

In 1893 some fire-proof materials were subjected to certain
tests at Berlin, under the auspices of the Berlin Royal Police
Fire Brigade. The most remarkable experiments with satis-
tactory results were those with a patent fire-resisting glass,
shown by Messrs. Siemen, of Dresden. It was found to be
most suitable for any skylight or window necessary in a
division between separate risks, as it will resist hcat of
1,300deg. (C.) for half an hour_or more. A glass which is
nearly imnpervious to the calrrific: rays is made in Germany
from 70 parts of sand, 25 of china clay, an. 31 of soda. A
plate a third of an inch thick allowed only 11 o1 12 per cent.
of the heat from a gas burner to pass. -

978. In which country is hissing a public speaker con-
sidered ¢ applause ”’ ? '

In nis book on the Basutos, the Rev. E. Casalis says that
hisses are the most unequivocal marks of applause, and are
as much courted in the African Parliaments and assemblies
as they are dreaded Ly our candidatés for popular favour.
After a declamation in accordance with the general taste, the
voice af the orator is drowned in & burst of shrill soundss
which force one to stop one’s ears. Captain Cook also asserts
that.the people of Mallicollo show their admiration by hissing
like a goose. In Italy the ancient Romans had three methods
of expressing applause for speakers and at their piaces_of
entertainment, namely : (1) hombas, a hissing or buzzing
noise ; (2) imbrices, noises made with the hollow hands ; and
(3) teste, striking of the hands together. Applause in theatres
in Russia is strictly forbidden.

979. Which famous living author pefuses to accept pay-
ment for any of his books from publishers ?

This is true of Count Lydf Nikolaievitchs Tolstoi, tll@

famous Russian author, who, while in the army, as a member

of the staff of Princc Gortschakoff, whs present at the storfhing

of Sebastopol in 1855. Leaving the army, and already famous
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as a poet and novelist, he devoted himself to literature, and
spent a short time in the most brilliant literary and social
circles of St. Petersburg. Since his marriage he has lived in
more or less retirement, and during the Russian famines of 1891
and 1892 made great efforts on behalf of the peasants on and
in the vicinity of his estates. In the latter year Count
Tolstoi resigned all social standing and privileges 4f his rank
and he now devotes most of his time and money to goo«i
works, while living as poorly as any of the peasantry. He
insists that the literal interpretation of the Sermon on the
Mount is the only rule of Christian life, and he has expressly
declined to avail himself of any copyright in his works or in
translations of them into other languages. Dr. John Charles
Ryle, Bishop of Liverpool, has written above 200 tracts on
religious subjects, many of which have been translated and
reprinfed in French,” German, Dutch, Portuguese, Italian,
Russian, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, Hindustani, and
Chinese ; and it is said that he will take nothing from the
publishers for them, and will make no profit from them.

980. Among;,wﬁleh class of workmen in this country is
insanity most prevalent ?

Among that class which includes hucksters, costermongers,
hawkers, and pedlars. Out of every 10,000 who follow these
closely arllied callings, 21'7 men and 369 women annually
become insane — frequently the clear result of irregularity,
drunkenness, and exposure. Artisans in the textile trade
contribute 182 men and 24'4 women per 10,000. The wear
and tear of a doctor's life places physicians, surgeonsy and
general practitioners next with 158 per 10,000, nearly on the
same level as inn and hotel servants, cooks, and charynmen,
15°1. In the higher commercial branches the highest average
for thie years 1888 to 1892 is found among wool-staplers, cotton
dealers, and silk merchants. The rate is comparativéiy iow
among those engaged in the heavier kinds of manual labour,
as coalheavers and navvies, The depression in agriculture
hias probably something to do with tﬁe high rate (14'1 per
10,000) among farm servants, almost exa.ct%y the same pro-
portion as prevails amongst chimney-sweeps (14°2).

981, Waich’ country produces most wheat ?

South Russia heads the list of wheat-producing countries,
That part of the Russian E;.nﬁ)ire covers 86,674,760 acres,
and produces 190,000,000 bushe]s of wheat in a Jean,
-besides 1,300,000,000 bughels of rye and oats, ,as well as
other Props. Next come the wheat §elds of the United
States of “Americas first Towa, which includes 35,228,800
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acres, and produces 34,600,000 bushels of wheat annually ; next
Illinois, which has an area of 35,459,200 acres, and produces
28,417,000 bushels of wheat in a year; thiftjly, Minflesota,
which extends over 53,459,840 acres, but of wheat produces
only 28,056,000 bushels; and, fourthly, Wisconsin, which
covers 34,511,600 acres, and produces 26,322,000 bushels of
wheat in g, year. The yield per acre in the United States
averages 12 bushels, while in Great Britain it is about 27.

982. What is the greatest distance from'which any objeet
on the earth has been photographed,? °

At an exhibition of the Photographic Society a photo-
graph of Mont Blanc, taken at a distance of fifty-six miles,
was exhibited. Dallmeyer’s telephotographic lens was used,
smallest stop; extension of camera sixty inches, with seven
minutes’ exposure, at 6.15 p.m., August 27th, in windy wéather.
A perfect view of Mont Bﬂmc, even at this great distance, was
secured. It took the operator four months in the neighbour-
hood to find the most suitable place for the operation and the
most favorable hour. The moun has been pho*ographed, which
is 239,000 miles from the earth, and the stars also, which are
at vastly greater distances.

983. Which is the healthiest city in Europe? .

This is, according to the latest statistics issued by the
German Imperial Health Departiuent, Berlin, whose c{eath-
rate is only 16'3 per 1,000. The unhealthiest in the world is
Alexandria, which, despite its unvarying fine weather, its 300
fountains, and its soft sea breezes, has a death-rate of ng less
than 52'9 per 1,000. Ldndon occupies a favourable position
with a rate of 20'3_; but Stockholm and Christiania are better
off, wiwu rates of 169 and 19 resFective]y. Rome, on the other®
hand, prepared for the advent of the doctors by running up a
deat:-r+te of 27'6, and Venice emulated this example with a
rate of 30’1, A bird’s-eye view of the sanitary situation of
Europe shows that it is the damp, chill, cloudy North which iss
healthy ; and the dry, warm, sunny South which is unhealthy.

984. Who holds the best skating ‘ record” ?

With the improved modern skates some wonderful
records have been made. “Fish” Smart, chumpion
of 1881,skated a mile in 3min., and Norseng, the Norwegian
champion, did five miles in 16min. 483sec. This was agaik
excelled i)y Mr. Donoghue, at "Amsterdam, doing the same
distance in 16min. 21sec. The chumgion skater of the world
at present 13 & Norwegian (Harold™ Hagen), two miles in ‘!
Smin. {sec. N R
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985. Does any sor rank highbr in the peerage than his
own father?

Such is the case of the son of Clarles Frederick Abney-
Hastings, who was raised to the peerage in 1880 as Baron
Donington. In 1833, C. F. Abney-Hastings married Edith
Maude, daughter of the second Marquis of Hastings, who, in
her own right, became Countess of Loudoun. She died in
1874, and was succeeded in the title by her eldest son, Charles
Edward Hastings Abney-Hastings, who then became EFarl of
Loudcun. Another case is that of a Scottish peer, the Marquis
of Queensberry, who was for some time one of the repre-
sentative peers of Scotland, but who, by his opinions, forfeited
the confidence of his fellow-peers, and was and continues to
be rejected by them. Meanwhile, his eldest son, Viscount
Drumlanrig, has been made a peer (Baron Kelhead) of the
United Kingdom ; so that the son now sits and votes in the
House from which his father is excluded, while the father is
prohibited from even standing for the House from which the
son is excluded.

986. Which train in this country runs the longest
distance without stopping ?

The greatest distance in this country which a train runs
without stopping is 165} miles, on the Great Southern and
Westein Railway, the train known as the American mail
running from the Kingsbridge Terminus, Dublin, to Cork
without a halt. The longest run in England without a stop
is 158 miles, between London and Crewe. The longest time
occupied by a train in making a jouiraey, in proportion to the
distance covered, is from Brill to Quainton, distance six and a
half miles, time one hour and a half. From Shipston ¢.. Stour
to Moreton in the Marsh is eight miles, time allowed fifty
minutes. R

987. In what country in the world has a funeral been
attended by thousands of floating houses ?

In Siam, on the occasion of the interment of one of its gods.
White elephants are the object of worship in that country, and
one of these living idols having died in November, 1892, at the
age of 122, was accorded a magnificent funeral. A hundred
Buddhist priests officia’ed at the ceremony. Fhe three surviv-
iig white elephants, preceded by trumpets, and followed by an
immense co.course of people, accompanied the funeral car to
the sbank “of the Menam, where the King and his nobles
received the mortal remains, which were transported to the
opposite bunk for burial. A procession of thirty vessels figured
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at this curious funeral, while all the floating houses, ranged in
double file on the Menam to the number of over 60,000, were
adorned with flags of all colours and symtQolic attfibutes.
Before these white el®hants the whole Siamese nation bows
the knee ; and each white elephant possesses its palace, a vessel
of gold, and a harness resplendent with jewels. Several
qnandarins are attached to its service, and feed it with cakes
and sugar-8ane. The King of Siam is the only person before
whom it bows the knee, and a similar salutation 1s rendered it
by the monarch ; while after death the deceased god receives
the honours of a Royal funcral. 3

988. How many studeuts attend the National Gallery
every year ? .

The annual Parliamentary report states that the totai
number of students’ attendances on Thursdays and Fridays,
which are the students’ days, when the Gallery, free at
other times, is open to the public on a fee of sixpence each,
were throughout the year 1893, 20,936. Indcpendentlly of partial
studies, 971 oil-colour copies « ¢ pictures were made during that
period, namely, 402 from the works of eighty-s.ven old masters,
and 569 from the works of forty-nine modern painters. On the
public days during the year the Gallery was visited by 486,746
persons, showing a daily average attendance on ew.ch of these
207 days of 2,351 persons. On students’ days, 38,976 versons
were admitted between January 1st and December 31st, 1893 ;
the admission fees thus, at 6d. each, amounting to £974 8s,, as
compared with £1,048 14s. received in 1892.

989. Is there any instnce in the BrXish peerage of the
heir being a.twin ?

Loir”. Napier-of Magdala, who is a twin with General?
George Napier, and the Earl of Durham, who is a 4win
with the Hon. Irederick Lambton, are the only two cases in
the whole peerage of twin sons including the heir. In each
case the younger twin is heir-presumptive to the title. The,
most remarkable twins for the strange coincidences connected
with them were the brothers Marc?n, of Arcadia, Hamilton
County, U.S. These men, who, in 1885, had attained the age
of eighty-seven, married on the same day two sisters, also
twins, who were three years their juniors.® Each cowple has
reared twelve children—in each caset seven sons and five
daughters. They were married on the 27th of_ the mont.,
and the whole of the twenty-fdur children wcrébom an the ™
27th of the month. The two men arg, 5o much alike that few
can tell one from the other, and the likeness between the wives
is equally striking. - . N
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990. What is the size of the largest shell ever found ?

Seven feet in length and over 15ft. in circumference, being
the site of thesshell of one of the largest thalassians (sea
tortoises or turtles) of the genus Sphargis, and its weight was
close upon 1,9001b. These giant turtles are found all along
the Atlantic coast. A shell of the giant oyster imported from
India measured 3}ft. by 4ft., and weighed nearly 5001tz
The giant clam is even larger still, some being founa measuring
a yard and a half in lengtE, and weighing 500lb. Magnificent
examples of these shells may be seen in the Churchof St.
Sulpice, Paris, where they hold the holy water. They were the
gift of the Venetian Republic to Francis I.  When the Island
of Mauritius, off the east coast of Africa, was ceded to Great
Britain by France in 1810, there was a gigantic turtle in a
court of the artillery barracks at Louis, which is still there,
although almost blind. It weighs 330lb., and stands 2ft. high
when walking. Its shell is 8ft. 6in. long, and it can carry two
men on its back with ease. It is believed to be at least 200
years old. One of che most valuakle shells in the world is the
*Chauk Shell.” »Those having _he peculiarity of an opening
on the right, aud not 6n the left, are much prized by the
wcmen of the East Indies, and are sold for sums varying from
£50 to £100. The rarest shell known is “The Cone of the
Holy Mary” Only two specimens are known to be in
zxisten:}g. One is in the British Museum, and is valued at

:1,000. .

991, Has any Englishman since the days of ‘Chinese
Gordon” ever been able to make a speech in the
Chinese language ?

« The late Sir Richard Burton was probably one of the greatest
linguists of the day, being able to converse freely in thirty-
five different languages and dialects. In Arabic and Chinese
he was most proficient, and in his Consular experiede&*had
much practice, and could deliver a speech in Chinese with
“the greatest case and freedom. The Rev. James Legge, M.A.,
LL.D., Corpus Professor of Chinese at Oxford, says that
he believes “ there are, at this day, hundreds of Englishmen in
China who can speak the Chinese language fluently, and make
spetches in it, when it is necessary for them. I could name,”
he writes,’ *“ tifty missionaries and gentlemen in the Consular
gervice, who could &ll readily and correctly talk and make
sspeeches in £hinese.” Professor Legge himsélf is the author
of an edition of the Chinese Classics with Chinese text, a
trauslation in English,” notes critical and exegetical, aud
capiens prolegomena ; also of * Lecturts on the Religions of
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China,” and he was one of the workers og “ The Sacred Books
of the East,” edited by Professor F. Max Miiller. Sir Robert
Hart, G.M.C,, His Celestial Majesty’s Inspector-General of
Chinese Customs, is zn accomplished Chiné® scholar, and

riodically examines his staff in their knowledge of the
ainese language.

992, Whege is the largest organ-building establishment
in the world ?

At Guaelph, in the province of Ontario, in Canada, where
Messrs. W. Bell and Co. have a factory capable of turming out
600 organs and 150 pianos per month. The organ-building
factory of Messrs. William Hill and Son, Camden Road, is
said to be the largest in this ceuntry. Messrs. Henry Willis
and Sons, of Rochester Place, Camden Town, are famous as
the builders of the organ in the Royal Albert Hall, which 1s
one of the largest in the world.

993. Where have the most disastrous earthquakes taken
place ? '

Since the beginning of the eighteenth ce tury some very
disastrous eartT]quakes have taken place. Ir 1703 there
was an earth%}ake at Yeddo which caused the loss of
190,000 lives. Ninety-five thousand persons met their death
in an earthquake which happened at Pekin, in 1731 ; while
41,000 lives were lost in an earthquake at Quito, ia 1797
Over & million lives have been lost by earthquakes in various
parts of the world during the past hundred years.

994. Were duels ever fought by members of Parliament
in this eountry ?

In 1763 a duel took place betweem Wilkes and Martin, and,
on December 14th, 1770, between Lord George Germain and
QGovernor Johnstone, in Hyde Park. It 1778 a duel between
Loiu (eorge Germain and Temple Luttrell was prevented hy
an apology on the part of the former. On 20th March, 1780,
a duel took slace between Lord Shelburne and Colonel®
Fullerton ; and on May 27th, 1798, Pitt met a Mr. Tierney on
Putney Heath. On 29th November, 1799, a meeting took place
between Fox and Mr. Adam in Hyde Park. Mr. Adam’s first
ball took effect, but the wound was very slight. In 1807 a
duel took place between Sir Francis Byrdett and Mr. Paul, on
5th of May, at Combe Wood, near Wimbledon Common. Cn
September 21st, 1809, Lord Ca-tlereagh and Mr. $anning mev |
on Putney Heath and exchenged shots. On the 21s8 of March,
1829, the Dake of Wellington (the Prime Minister of England;
and the Earl of WincLilsea met in Battersea, in fyll Session,
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to discharge loaded pistols at each other on a uestion con-
cerning the Protestant religion ; Lord Winchilsea, after
receiving the Dake’s shot, fired in the air. Since 1832 Mr.
Roebuck, M.P.s'fought two duels ; oneron the 19th of Novem-
ber, 1835, with Mr. Black, editor of the ¢ Morning Chronicle,’
two shots each ; and the other with Lord Powerscourt on the
28th of February, 1839.

995. Which trade or profession furnishes the British
Colonies with the greatest number of immigrants?
That of artisan or mechanic, followed by that of labourer,
the two befween them furnishing about two-thirds of the
whole number. Mulhall says that the professions of emigrants
have not been uniformly classed in the various European
countries, but gives the following figures as an approximate
estimate so far as regards emigration from the United King-
dom, Germany, Italy, and Sweden :—

Emigrants from
United Ki;:gdom. Germany. Italy. Sweden.
2 e . . 7

Educated ... .....eo..... - 17 ... 6 .. 35

Artisans ....... - ... b5 r.. 47 43

Farm labourery.. Lo 18 Ll 24 ... 39 ... 32

Servants .M.....ceevuennnnes 20 ... 12 .......0012 ... 33
100 100 100 100

‘. 996. What do railway earriages cost to build ?

An ordinary modern third-class carriage with six compart-
ments, and fitted with gas and automatic brake, costs about
£400, and a first-class of the same type about £800, varying
according to the class of fittings employed. An ordinary
Pullman car costs no less than £3,000, and those more
sumptuously furnished, used by Royalty when travelling, far

“ exceed the latter figure in cost. To repair and rene ~ these
carniages so as to keep them always in good running order
takes, on an average,*23d. for every mile run, or an averare of
£35 10s. per carriage per annum.

*997. Who invented the lifeboat ?

The invention of the lifeboat is claimed for Lionel
Lukin, to whom a monument, recording it, has been erected
at Hythe, in Kent. A patent was granted to him fer it
in 11785, but there is no record of any boat having been
bui\t from his design. . In consequence of $he ship Adventure,
with all its crew, being lost.at the mouth of the Tyne, in

M September, «1789, in the Fre:;ence of thousands of helpless
4" speciatorsa reward for a lifeboat. was offered by a committee
at South Shields, in the County of Durham, and vas obtaircd
by Henry Greathead, of that town, for ¢hich he also receivéd

1
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£1,200 from Parliament, a gold medal from the Society of
Arts and from the Royal Humane Society, and a purse of 100
guineas from Lloyd’s Shipping Insurance <@ompany,ewhose
members voted £2,000 ® encourage the building®of lifeboats on
ditferent parts of the coast. The National Lifeboat Institution
was founded in 1824, and has now 304 lifeboats on the coasts
of the Uuit.ed Kingdom.

998, When was the first temperance order founded?
On 18th January, 1517, a man named Sigismund de
Diettrichstein  formed the Order of St. Christopher, in
(iermany, and on December 25th, 1600, the I*andgrave of
» Hesse formed the Order of Temperance. The mewmbers of
the first order were pledged to«abstain from toast drinking,
and the others were pledged not to drink more than
seven glasses of liquor at a time, and that not oftener than
twice a day. The modern temperance movement had its
origin on the other side of the Atlantie, by the forming of the
“Sober Society ” in New Jersey, 1803. Thg first society on the
principle of entire abstinence from spirits was established at
Moreau, in North Amecrica, 1n 1806. In 1676, the American
Society for the Promotion of Temperance was started, and wax
followed by a number of societies of a similar kind in different
§ parts of the world. .

999. Where are the largest organs in the world ?
The, largest organ in the world is at the Town Hall of
Sydney, N.S.W., which took three years to build, and cost
£15,000. The next largest is in Seville, Cathedral, followed
by ope built at the expense of Mrs.;A. L. Stewart, as a
memorial to her husband, in the Cathedral of the Incarnation
at Garden City, U.S. It is divided into four distinct parts
in wid®y separated localities of the cathedral —but under the
control of one organist, and is worked Ly electricity. i

1000. Mow are the European emigrants distributed ?
Nearly two-thirds of the European emigrants go to the United
States and about a third to the various British Colonies.
More than 80 per cent. of the emigrants from Ireland leave for
the United States, and of the emigrants in 1893 from that
division of the United Kingdom, upwards of threc-fourths werc
returned as labourers. The High Commissioner for (‘anida,
in his report on emigration to that Cclogy, says that the only
immigrants they encourage are agriculturists with somre
capital, farm labourers, and domiestic servants. Te Australa-
sian Colonies have expentled many millions in dpronfoting
Mmigratioft, and it is calculated that{very immigrant has Rost

ew Zealand £19, Victoria £17, and Quee‘{lslandﬁ}s. ,
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